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BeujjaU 

No. i. 

From A. Sconce, Esq., Judge of Nuddea, to the Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal, — (dated Kishnaghur, the 20th April 1854.) 

My dear Beadon, 

I AM more sure that some such statement as that I now 
enclose should be submitted for the consideration of Government, than 
of the proper manner of doing it. I profess merely to put on paper the 
outspoken complaints which people here make against the system 
generally, but not, as they allow, univcrsallj^, practised in the cultivation 
of Indigo ; and I would beg you to do me the favor of laying the paper 
before the Governor General. 

I write, of course, not knowing whether or no the same matter has 
not been already pressed upon the attention of Government, perhaps I 
should say, not knowing but that Govern incut has reason to decline 
the immediate discussion of it. My own idea, however, is tliat ib^s no 
longer enough to measure the advantages of European capital and energy 
by the value of our exports of Indigo : the efleets of the system upon 
the people should also be considered ; and I should wish to be satisfied 
that, in connection with the cultivation and manufacture of Indigo, the 
people labor under none of those evils wdiich by a kind of social misad- 
venture formerly prevailed, nay which men may regret, but are perfectly 
free to allow, do still prevail in England, 
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If llic sii<v<]^ostion which I make, of a Commission of Inquiry, should 
1)0 lifilciioil 1(» rit all, T should like to add that it seems to me, for the 
purpose, slioi'ld he associated witli the lleveuue Commissioner an Eng- 
lish and a Native goiitloniau nut in the Public Service. 

Note. 

I TEEL that I oun'lit not to ])esitato to put on record the remarkable 
statements regarding the ludi^^o syst(un of this District that have been 
made to me by Natives oi* respeetaJ/ility and intelligence, and in a position 
to he inioriued of the tiiets wlileh they narrate, and which, if misin- 
formed, they th<‘msc1v(*s assuredly hclieve. My eonnootion witli Indigo 
Districts is too rce<uit to jK'rmit me^o^ta.te llie elremuslances I am ahout 
to dc:.cii]jc as lurviiig (alien witlim my own knowledge. Indeed I have 
known for y('ars, llivcmgii ('usual c«‘m>iuuiieat inn \\ith the p.'ople, that a 
Native laudhoMer would sioink (Vom 1 he a[)])rotie*h of Indigo eultiva- 
lion as tlnw do from tire iii the dry praii ies of America ; and otherwise, 
the violent oulr;c>x s that from linn* to time spring from the sowing of 
Indigo indicate an unwillingness on tin* ])ait of ilyots to place their 
hinds at the service of the L'lanter; hut (*xce|>ling these occasional and 
very general sources of o])servati()n, I have })(Usonal]y no knowledge of 
the eomj)lie.Aod n^lation^hip suhsisting hetwceii ludlgo Ldanlers as 
landlords, as cultivators or as inanufaeturers, and the 11 yets as tenants 
or laborers or producers and selleis.of produce; and though the recom- 
mendation which it is the main purpose oi‘ this ])ai)er to submit, be 
manifestly grounded chiefly on my own ignorance of' the subject, it is 
so ])lain to me tliat the strong sentiments and warm feelings of the 
people, or at all events of that portion of tiie pt'ople with whom I have 
commiuilcated, are nut sufiieiently known, liave not been sufiieiently 
investigated and discussed, and at all events to their apprehension, have 
not I'-^en sudiclcmtly refuted, that I pvcr>ume to suggest that the com- 
plaints made should k* authoritatively sifted. 

AVheii seeking iidormatiou on this subject, one simple question 
seemed to me to lie i\i the bottom oi* the whole matter, namely, the 
willingness or unwilliugiiess of the Eyots to eo-operate in the cultivation 
of Indigo. Willingness would ])etokeu contentment and profitable 
Indus, try; unwilUn guess might express constraint, bankruptcy, undeli- 
verable bonds. 1 have asked therefore simply whether the cultivation 
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of was accc]ifcable to the people ; and the answer given to me, 

interrupted more than once by the declaration that bmgiie must fall 
to describe the various forms in which inisus(Ml power was eKeicis\d, 
was a long narralive of wluit appeared to be, to the sp(’akers/ remediless 
injustice. 

I cannot BufTieiently guard against the possi])le inference that I 
aslvance any slalcmont of my own knowledge : I write what luudhelly cre- 
dible and pcu'fecily respectable poojde liave told me; and wl:at I am 
persuaded they themselves believe. No one, I may add, wlio lias bad 
long ii]ler(‘our.,e wiili ilic Natives can bnvo faiiod to iK'-lire tlie enalulity 
and weakness of judgment which, in some respects, and paitieuhirly in 
wbate\ or ndates to their position towards Europeans, inu-eiakot educa- 
tion, narrow ev|)eriGnee and the timidity of their ne.kional eluviaeter, 
tend to engender; hut allowing for this source of error, iriero 1 tliink, 
In tlieir statements a suf^slratum of understood grievaiiee^^ \.hich eaiiuot; 
unlislened to, be cast aside. 

The general impressivui conveyed to me reo-ardlng the Indigo system 
is, tliat it is snslaintd Ihrongliout by compulsion, and by tlie advantages 
gained by arbitrary and unrighteous dealing. 

It is said that the lljots are driven by force or fear to umlertake 
the cultivalion of Indigo; that thc\^ are not alluvved to cultivate other, 
crops till they have sown Indigo, first, it ma^v be, on the Wariterts vijjute 
land, next on the Ityots’ own lands : that done, tlie Ryots’ labor iwid 
cattle being limited, it is too late to go on with other erojjs. 

It is said that Ryots are' not at liberty to devote what lands they 
choose to the eulti\ation of Indigo, hut their best laud -'this fEId or 
that, as the Riant er may point out. 

It is said tliat, in eontracling enge.geiiients for laud, idanters re- 
quire large and unusual nieasure, tw o-aud-a-linlf bceg*dis of the com- 
mon beegah to m.*ike one hergah. 

It is said to he notorious that a Ryot gains lit tie if at all the 
advance of two Rispees a beegah made to iiiin by tlie rkiuler; he has 
to pay it away to the Factory Ainlah. 

It is said that in deliverijig his produce tlie Ryot is (‘onipelled to 
deliver two bundles for one ; two bundles are talven iVutn iiim.at the 
markets prie.e of one bundle, d'lns is said to be d(me by tying the 
leafy heads of two (or more) bundles together and making one Factory 
bundle. 
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It is said that the work of the Factory is carried on by the inade- 
quately requited services of laborers, boatmen and hackery drivers; 
by the extortionate cesses udiich Planters levy from their tenants ; by 
the compulsory loans which Mahajuiis are obliged to make for the pur- 
pose of liquidating Ryots’ balances. 

Ryots, .it luis boon said to me, have nothing and can have nothing; 
they are working cattle merely, not men reconciled to labor by their 
gains. 

I find it diflienlt to obtain anything like an exact conception of 
the forms in which the force or compulsion alleged to he used towards 
the Ryots is exerted : it is said that cattle are not allowed to graze; 
that they arc carried off altogether, perhaps plundered, perhaps drowned; 
that crops are wantonly destroyed ; that houses are harried and burnt. 
Complain, — say they, how often would you have tlic poor man and the 
weak man to complain ? It is hetter to bear than to complain. 

.It will be understood lliat I 9o not adopt tbes® statements : they 
arc deplorabl .; ; but the utmost I am entitled to say is that it is deplo- 
rable, not that they are true, but that they should be believed to be true : 
and it is to this belief that I think measures of inquiry and redress are due. 

Should a Commission of Inquiry be instituted, these points would 
specially he attended to : — 

(1.) The whole condillons of a Ryot’s engagement, as a tenant, to cul- 
tivate Indigo; embracing the nature of his rent in money or in crop; 
the rate of his rent ; the rate of advances and extent to which advances 
are made; the size of the beegah compared with the beegah of Rice 
land ; the period of the engagement, and terms and manner of deliver- 
ing the ludigo. 

(J^) The Indigo being ripe for delivery, does the Planter account for 
it at the full Bazar price ? Under what condition is Indigo seed taken 
and accounted for ? 

Ordinarily, what provision is made for the termination of a 
Ryot’s" engagements ?— is any period specified ? Has the provision of Sec- 
tion V. Regulation V. of 1830 been taken advantage of? In practice, 
by any, is an engagement considered interminable? 

{'!.) Season failing, on whom docs the risk rest; is the Ryot account- 
able for advances only; or for the entire money rent of the jupar; or 
for the value of an estimated but ungrown crop of Indigo ; or for botb 
rent and advances ? 
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(6.) What proportion does the advance bear to the whole rent; or 
if the rent be estimated in kind, what is the proportion of the advance 
to the value of the crop ? In delivering the produce, at what rate is the 
portion not advanced upon credited to the Ryot? 

(6.) Practically, in this Factory and in that, to what extent arc balances 
scored np against Ryots ; ordinarily what adjustments are effected ; how 
long is adjustment deferred ? 

(7,) PiacUeally, what is the comparative position of Ryots who 
grow Indigo and of Ryots who grow other crops but not Indigo? Is 
Indigo more liable to fail than other crops; if so, do the superior 
returns per heegah from Indigo remunerate the Ryot for his greater 
losses? Ordinarily, are Indigo Ryots above the world ? 

(8.) At what rate, under wliat conditions, is tlie labor of various 
descriptions required by the Planter remunerated ; for tilling the private 
lands of the Factory ; for gathering the crops ; for manufacturing the 
Indigo, and for transporting it? Is a lost crop worked out in labor? 
If worked out how is account taken ? 

(9.) In Farms and Talooks attached to Indigo Factories, what is 
the condition of the sub-tenants as such ? 

These queries may seem mainly to refer to the conditions of the 
native Ryot; hat they necessarily embrace the co-relative rights and 
interests of the Planter. A Factory worked for twenty years or for 
half a century must ^llccssarily be invested with some sort of rights; 
to ascertain, to define and to preserve these rights could not but bo 
advantageous, and is certainly due to the Indigo Planter: and possibly 
even a Planter should be expected to admit, that in the system 
into which he was necessarily adopted, investigation may disclose in- 
voluntary defects which he himself would be most unwilling to 
perpetuate. 

Kiahnaghir^ 20/A April 1854?. A. Sconce. 


Minute by the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, — (dated the 5th June 1854.) 

Tins paper, with the letter to Mr. Beadou which accompanied it, 

was handed to me by Mr. Beadon. 
It readied Mr. Beadon apparently too 
late i 4 > be submitted to Lord Dalhousie, 
and I have hitherto been too much occupied to give it proper attention. 


Mr. Sconce on tlie relations between 
Indigo Planters and their liyuts. 
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It ptofesso»3 to ^ivc a succinct accoiiut on the evidence of many 
Natives of the Zillah of Nuddoa, some of thorn said to be credible and 
trust vvortliy ])ei\sf)n&, of the oppn -Mons jnacti^od on th. it* Ryots by the 
In(li>Y) Planter^ of the Di^tricl ; and as'^uudly tiu‘ bUtjraont is a most 
grievous one. 

Greatly compressed, ibe cliarg'^s agiinsl tho Plantors are to the 
effect that tlndr winb' is one of conii)ulsion and arbitrary and 

unrighteous deillu'a;; that the ll^ols are made hy f p f' to cultivate 
Indigo, ami not allowvd to cultlv.itc anv thing else till they have sown 
Indigo : that they arc not allovwd to choose tlie land, )>ut must give up 
to Indigo an\ of their iiihls whicdi the Planter inay'selecL: that e\ery 
riant er l.ilv ‘s t^ro-and-adhid' 1) 'e.:ahs from a P , ot ns one b^egah ; and, not 
content with that, tabes abv.i; s from eviuy Tlvot two bundles of Indigo 
plant for one : \\ hile the inom^y paid (br tlie land in ad\anCe is of no 
use to tlie K}ot, as he is obli ;e(l immeJiatelv be gats it to pay it all liaek 
again to the Factory Ainlib: that all the r/anis and laborers of 
Planters, boatmen, hachei v diivais cam! aH, are b^'CMd to work for inade- 
quate wages, while inoidhiate ecs js are le\ K’ cI from Ryots, mad IMahajuns 
are con&tiaiiied to make comjiulsfuy loans to the Ryots for the pnr| oso 
of paying the Ryols^ balances to the Factory : that the Ryots have, and 
can have, nothing for their labor and land, bit are treated as more work- 
ing cattle : that their crops are wantonly destro^d hy the Planters, tlieir 
hquses harried and burnt, their cattle carried off as plunder or drowned, 
and that it is bettor to bear than to complain/^ 

Upon these statements which, though condensed, I have stated 
in Mr. Sconce’s own words. Mr. Sconce recommends tho appointment of 
Commissioners to inquire into the relations of Planters and Ryots, and 
In see if these and many other similar things he true. 

I wish that Mr. Sconce, before founding such a recommendation on 
the statements of tho Natives, had remembered that there wore two 
parties to the quarrel, and therefore two versions of the statement. 
1 wish that ho had a<=;kcd some of the many ro«!pectable Planters of his 
District, to which he has been nev\ly ajipoiiileJ, and which is apparently 
the first Indigo District in which he lias served, what they had to say 
to thesg astounding stories of their violence and cruelty. Had he done 
so, or had he even inquired in tho Magistrate’s or in his own office 
whether it was true that the Ryot% found it useless to complain, and 
therefore never soifg’ht redress, 1 cannot help thinking that ho might 
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hn.v6 considerably modified £he present statement and the present 
recommendiition. 

For ^Tautiiij^ that tlie whole of those obviously exauo*erated stories 
were tme^ or supposinj; that a Commission, instil nted as Mr. Sc.onoo would 
rocoirinicu I, wore to liiid tluit those o])prossions rcallj^ were of constant or 
fiequoiit occurrence, what would follow^? — not that Indij^’o plant iiiL^ was 
inherently \icioiis, and ])voper to he put dowui by ](‘<4i^l.itive enactment, 
but simply this-— that in the Zillah of Nuddea the Laws were inefficient and 
the tribunals of no avail; th.it the siroiiir minlit oppress the weak with 
perfect impunity ; that crime met with no puni^hineiil, and injustice w'cnt 
always umv(lre'''*ed. 

But il' thing's HMliy were so, — if the slron<)!; and the violent and the un- 
scrupuhais could in Nuddea Work thi ir will w ith impunity, does Mr. Sconce 
suppose that there would be no oppiessois but Bnoli^ih Plant'a’s? that no 
vij^t^ico would be heaid of but such a*- they jierjietialed ? that thoie 
would 1)0 iiolhip;^- to toll of the haidnc&s of jMalhijuiis? or the sevLiity 
of Zemiiulais? 

Or is it to be supposc'd that the tiihunals would he found to be 
vigilant and impartial low aids all l)ut English o})])ressois, and that none 
but Planters could commit viohmcc under their jiirisdicdion ? 

Yet one of these conditions is what must have seemed to Mr. 
Sconce probable. Ho heard nothing* of any tyranny ]>ut Planters' 
tvrauny, and he has not alluded to any other kind of oppression. Tl^d 
he su})posed there was any siudi, he would surely have included it in his 
proposed intiuiry. lie must certainly have supposed, cither that in a 
general dis'-olution of T-iaw and Justice, none weie fouiid to turn the 
anarchy to account but tyrannou.s Planters; or else that Law and Justice 
were in so wsingular a condition in Nuddea, that they dealt only with 
wicked Natives, and allowed oiiprcssive Planters to commit all sorts of 
mLchiof with impunity. 

Whatever be the view which Mr. Sconce may have taken of the 
case, it is (piite certain that no Commissioii need he appointi'd. 

Supposing the stories told to ilr. Sconce to have been thoroughly 
sifted and tested, and the replfes of the opposite parties to havei^eeu 
allowed due weight, it might probably have been found that in Nuddea/ 
as elsewhere, the Laws and the manner of their administration, though 
greatly improved in the course of years, were not yet in so satisfactory 
a condition as that i*edress was at all times readily and easily afforded 
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to the poor, nor even always to the rich. It might have been found that 
this imperfection was partly due to the character of the people, and 
therefore only to be remedied by the slow advance of knowledge and 
civilization^ -and partly to errors of law and system, some of which per- 
haps are in course of alteration and amendment, and some only await 
the advice and suggestions of observant and experienced men having 
the necessary acquaintance with facts. Mr. Sconce, in his position as 
head of the whole civil and criminal judicatures of the Zillah of Nuddea, 
would have perceived that he had the power and the duty committed 
to him of remedying such imperfections of the system under his control 
as might be found to arise from mal-administration of existing insti- 
tutions, while he had ample opportunity to observe such defects as 
might be ascribable to the institutions themselves, and could never 
perform a more acceptable service to the people or to the Government 
than in suggesting improvements founded upon his actual knowledge 
and experience. 

I would carefully and courteously communicate the substance of 
these remarks to Mr. Sconce, in reply to his paper of observations. 
I would tell him that the Government hoped for valuable assistance 
from his mature suggestions, but I would at the same time recommend 
to him to bring to the test of experience all general statements which 
might come to his hearing, for which he would have ample opportunity 
in the daily exercise of his important judicial functions. 


Prom W. Geet, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to A. ScoircB, 
Esq., Judge of Nuddea, — (No. 1352, dated the 9fch June 1854.) 

SlE, 

Youe demi-official letter of the 24th April last, with the official 
paper to which it gave cover, has been perused by the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor with attention. 

Stm You give, upon the authority of ’certain Natives, a statement of 
great violence and oppression generally practised by Indigo Planters in 
your District upon their Ryots and dependants, and you recommend the 
Government to appoint a special Comn^ission of Inquiry to investigate 
the subject. 
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S. The Lieutenant-Govcmor observes that you had barely been throe 
Inonths in the District when you made this recommendation, and that 
you do not appear to have tested the probability of the statements made 
to you by any examination of the records of the Courts suliject to your 
control, by any intercourse with the Planters of tlie District, or by any 
inquiry amoj^ the intollig’cnt and experienced public functionaries, at the 
head efthc various departments, resident at the Station* 

4. Tlie Lieutenant-Governor cannot doubt that you either have 
resorted to such obvious means of ascertain in<^ the probability of these 
most serious o*cneral allegations since the date of your letter, or that 
you certainly will do so shortly. He thinks also that in the course of 
tlic daily administration of justice in your Court you must have had, 
and will still further have, opportunities of satisfying your mind whether 
Law and Justice are indeed so utterly and shamefully relaxed and 
iijjclficient in the Zillah of Nuddea as they must be if only a part of these 
enormous allegations be well founded. 

5. Tie is of opinion, therefore, that it will be proper to defer any 
further notice of joiiv letter than this acknowledgment, and to await 
such other communication as you may think it your duty to make after 
having taken the best advantage of larger opportunity of knowledge. 
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From W. F.’F^roitsson, Esq., to W. Obey, Esq., Secretary to the Govern*^ 
ment of Bengal, — (dated the 9th May 185 i.) 

Sib., 

I REQUEST yon will submit to Ills Honor the Lieutenant-* 
Governor of Bengal the accompanying letter from Mr. Henry Mac- 
kenzie,, with myself the i)roprietor of the Jingcrgatcha Indigo Concern, 
near the Station of Jessore, whicli he addressed to Mr. J. Dunbar, lately 
specially deputed to that District, but whhdi Mr. Dunbar returned, stating 
"“hilt his mission had tenninated and that he could not take up the case. 

A "similar repi'csentation to the Commissioner of the District has been 
attended w ith no effect, beyond a call for explanation from the Deputy 
Magistrate himscll', ai. 1 in the ^an time our property is being ruined^ 

The simplerfacts of the case ^re, that Abdool Lnteef, lately appointed 
Deputy Magistrate at Kalarooah, has set nis face against Indigo planting ; 
that the knowledge of this has encouraged the Ryots in liis jurisdiction to 
break their engagements and to refuse to sow ; and that consequently about 
one-eighth of the property of the Jingcrgatcha Concern is destroyed. 

It is not necessary for me to point out to llis Honor the Governor of 
Bengal how ready Natives are to break through their contracts, whether 
to sow Indigo, Rice, or aii 3 ^tliing, nor how small encouragoinent from 
any one in authority will induce them to do so, and also how difficult 
it is to prove that such encouragement has been given. 

The result, however, is certain and positive loss to the proprietors of 
the Concern, and it would be better for us that the Magistrate were 
corrupt than that he should be prejudiced, as Abdool LuteePs actions 
show that he is against us and other Planters. 

I refer to the records of the Courts, to Mr. Dunbar, to any one con- 
nected with the Districts of Jessore and Kishnaghur, for evidence of Mr. 
Henry Mackenzie's character for probity and fair dealing with the 
Ryots. Sowing, as the Concern docs, in upwards of ninety villages close 
to the Station of Jessore, (for Jingcrgatcha is only eight miles from it,) 
there h^s not been a single complaint aginst him, but no sooner does 
Abdool Luteef obtain power than thef Ryots in the whole of that part of 
the country refuse to sow and to fulfil their engagements* 
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A]Ji that 1 ask is, that any of the new complaints ag^ainst Mr. Mac- 
kenzie be investigated by any other Magistrate or autliority^ bat I beg 
that it may be done speedily, for the season for sowing is fast passing 
aw^ay, and delay will be loss. 

I believe that on investigation it will be found, that neither in character 
nor in conduct is Abdool Liiteef fit to be entrusted with the powers 
of a Magistrate. 

From II. MACKEifzin, Esq., to J. Du:nbak, Esq., — (dated the 24th April 1854.) 

Sir, 

When you were in Jessore upon the Commission of Inquiry to 
which you were deputed by Government, you had the kindness one day to 
ask Mr.Maelagan and self, what was the bearingof the autlioritics, European 
and Native, towards Planters having business in their Courts. Our answer 
was, that we met with every proper courtesy from tlie European function- 
aries, but that I had to complain of the insolent liearing towards myself 
and others of the Principal Sudder AmeA ; you were them kind enough 
to say that you would speak to him, and tjat it should not hajipen again ; 
and I have since learned from Messrs. f)eVerinne and Savi, who had 
business in his Court some days ago, that your advice to him lias had tiie 
happiest effect. 

Though your mission of Inquiry is now over, yet as the subject I am 
about to bring to your notice should, I believe, have formed part of that 
Inquiry, but for the Sub-Division of Kalarooah being so much out of tlie 
way, 1 think I am not wrong in addressing myself to you, as, if you cannot 
interfere, you can at least bring to the notice of Mr. Halliday the griev- 
ances of which I have to complain. The first is, the imcourteous and 
threatening style in w'hich I am addressed by the Deputy Magistrate of 
Kalarooah; one (a) of whose Pervvannahs I now enclose, and as a contrast 

(a) Perwannah of the Deputy Magistrate of Kalarooah, to (Srec) Henry Mackenzie, 

of the Puchapora Factory. 

Ahadoolla Mma^le, Golapdee Mundle, Jaiiker Mundle, Totagazee and Akhiir Duffadar, 
of Mouzah Koolay, appeared in this Court, and presented a petition to the cffbjc* that 
your (tomar) Ameen, Kalashee and Dewau, accompanied by Latiials, had been 
constantly moving about the village, with a view to mark forcibly the paddy lands of 
the plaintiffs for the cultivation of Indigo, to arrest and make advances to them, and 
in the evegt of their refusing to take advances, to plunder their houses, to assault and 
murder them. You (tomakay) are therefore hereby forbidden, and are directed to 
prevent your men and the Lattials, from practising oppressions on the plaintiffs. Yon 
will also sec that when the plaintiffs cultivate their respective lands, your men# throw 
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* [There arc two ] ^ accompanying one (b*) from^Mr. 

Toogood; whicli will show the difference between the 
courteous style of the Gentleman and the intended want of courtesy 
of the Native. The Perwannahs were issued, and the threats held out, 
without any inquiry into the merits of (he complaints^ and without one 
single proof of oppression on my part. 

To show the leaning of the Deputy Magistrate, I may mention that 
some time ago, on receiving notice from my neighbour, Mr. Larmour, 
that a number of my Yillagcrs were cons])iving together with the view 
not to sow Indigo I addressed an English letter to the Deputy, en- 
closing Mr. Ljirmour’s, pointing out proofs of the same parties having 
last year been leagued together to destroy my Indigo, (acknowledged 
in the razeenamah of Nobin Ghose, one of the ringleaders,) and that 
their intention this year was, to get up false cases, to prevent me from 
measuring some putnee villages I had purchased last year. My letter 
was treated with silent contempt ; — not so, the false petitions of which 
I had warned him, and upon which he issued the unbecoming and 
threatiming Perwannahs of wliich the one enclosed is a specimen. 

no obt-tiicles in llidr way. If yon (toniar) have any clainifi to prclbr on account of 
advances for Indigo, you are at liberty to sue in tbe Civil Courts. Should you disobey 
this order, and not al)stain from praetisingj oppressions, you (iomaliay) will be held 
serioto^ly rcponsihle (sungeen jaieahdaJice.) Dated the 27th March ISoI. 

The Nazir should liaud over this Pemannah to Gooroodoss Chuckerhutty, theMookli- 
tnr of the above Salieb. 

(b) Perwannahof tbe Fouzdarry Court of Zillah Joasore at Katchandpore, to Mr. (Sreejool) 
1IE^EY Maokenziu, of Jingor'^atcha. 

Case. — Plunder of cows and assault, Sic. 

This day the case Imving been brought up, it appears that the defendants have not 
attended the Court, though repeatedly called upon to do so. As the defendants are 
your (etpunJear) servants, yon (apunec) arc directed to make them appear (hazir 
kurrya dihen) at the Court within two days. Dated 29th December 1853. 

Perwannah of the Fou/Alavry Court of Zillah Jossore to Mr. (Sreejoot) Mackenzie, Pro- 
prietor of the Piizar at Jingergatclia. 

It appears from the report of Thannali Sajahalij that there are no Government 
Chowkeedars at the above Bazar since its establishment; only two Chowkeedars 
appointed by yon (apunar) guard and protect it, but they have not got with them 
badges, and their names are not entered in the Kegister Book. Yon (apnnakay) are 
therefore directed to appoint Chowkeedars at the said Bazar, according to the existing 
Law, ' Dated 27th February 1864. 
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I am told tliat this man’s prejudice towards Indigo Planters arises 
out of the following circumstances : — It seems that many years ago his 
family held an Indigo advance of 17 cottahs of land from the Mcer- 
gunge Concern^ and one season Uk'jj loere ma/(e to sow 3 6ee^/a//s, hence 
liis mania and consUmi ejrpresHiou — (not very becoming upo*n the bench) 
— Neelker Sahib-l'a joolam ham htoh janfa ; this unfortunate expression 
of his before crowded Courts has encouraged some llyots who never did 
before and never w^ould have thought of com])laining ; and is made a 
handle of by Zemindars, their Omla, Gaitidnrs, and those hangers-on 
and misehief-makers about all villages, — hohlen of rent free iennves, who 
hate Indigo because it interferes with their monojioly of the llyots’ crops, 
under the name of Bag Burger, To show that the llyot himself is not 
alone to blame for the trouble given in not liiliilliiig his contract, I may 
mention two cases that will show from wlienec proceeds in most cases 
tho objection to sow Indigo. Some days ago, after a heavy shower, I sent 
my Dcwaii to the Naib of Oomesehimdcr Paul Chou dry to ask him to 
allow those llyots that %ocre nallhig to sow tlieir lands ; his answer 
was, I cannot until 1 liear from my mooncel:) to witlidraw (he order not 
to sow : tills is to ibree me into taking an ijara, giving lor it a loan of 
2 or 8,000 ; another who has stopped iny sowings in three villages is a 
Yakccl in the Kislinag'hur Court. He wants mo to take oft* liis liands a 
d/uir \jara ou the following terms : — to give one anna on eaeli liupco 
of tl\e jumma, to pay casli for the balance of rents, loans and paddy 
tbc llyots owe him, and to pay the amount with expenses of a suit in 
Court, which wuis decreed in my favor equal to 100 in all. He w^ants me 
to give him 8,000 to allow me to sow 100 beegabs of Indigo ; that I ad- 
vanced to the llyots, for here is ])art of the secret of the llyots refusing 
to sow ; and so long as those who instigate them to go and make false 
complaints, are not made amenable to punishment, so long will the llyot 
be made a tool of by bad men ; more especially, if eiv/ouraged, as he is 
by officials of the same bias as the Deputy IMagistrate of KalaT;ooah* 
I may mention that until this Deputy Magistrate came to this Sub- 
Division, there was not any complaint for forcibly sowing Indigo ; and 
though I have Indigo advances in ninety villages within tlie Jessore 
jurisdiction, not one complaint on this head has been made against mo 
in three years. 

To show how much the Deputy Magistrate’s known bias is likely to 
injure myself and my neighbour, Mr. Larmour, I may mention that a 
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number of his aud twelve of my villages got up Ailse complaints and 
refused to sow ; tlie Magistrate, without putting them u]:)on oath, gave 
them Chupprassios to stop our people from going into the villages ; of the 
twelve villages in my line, seven liave since sown their lands ; so much 
for the consisfoncy of the Eyols^ complaint, and the way in which they 
play upon this Deputy Magistrate's prejudice. Since I ]>ccame a proprietor 
I have avoided all (*oorcion, trusting that Government sooner or later 
would see the necessity of making some stringent Laws that will punish 
not only the Jiyot himself for breach of Jiis contract, but which also 
reach the men who instigaic him to do wrong. An equally stringent 
Law is also required to punish those who wilfully or through careh\ssness 
destroy Indigo crops ; at present not any two Magistrates agree as to 
what is to be done with (tattle tres])assing, and to tell the Planter to go 
and sue the llyots in the Civil Court for breach of contract and de- 
struction of Indigo plant, as this Deputy does, is worse than a farce*. — 
the result would bo, after a long time and much money spent, tfie 
Planter might get a decree upon a poor wretch, who would jivore that all 
his worldly goods was the dirty dhootie upon his body. If Govern- 
ment would give the Planters the protection they are entitled to, and 
some security for the immense sums of money ])ut into circulation by 
them, there would be less cause of complaint against Planters for up- 
holding their own rights. We do not ask for anything so stringent 
as ^ the punishments Government found it necessary to put in force to 
protect their own monopolies, in times long passed. 

Trusting that you wdll excuse the liberty that justice to myself and 
those whose money 1 am speculating with, forces me to, in bringing to 
your notice the loss I am likely to suffer, nearly 1,000 beegahs, equal to 
9,000 cash, from this servant of the Government. 

p, — I have underlined the objectionahle expressions in the Deputy 
Magistrate’s Perwannah and their contrast in Mr. Toogood’s. 

A^^'the same time I enclose copy (c) of extract from a letter of my 
Mooktear at Kalarooah, which I pledge my honor he addressed to me 
without any suspicion of its being made use of hereafter. 

(c) Extriv-t paragi'aph 1 of a letter dated 24th Ciiyte 1260, from Gooboodoss Chuckee- 
BUTTY and Hueeybolb Roodbb, Mookhtars at Kalarooah, 

You may have received the information regarding our affairs in the Court here, which 
was coiJimunicated in a previous letter. It appears that the Officer in charge of this 
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From W. Grey, Esq., Secretary to the Goveniineiit of Bengal, to A. C!. Bid- 
well, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 1075, dated 
the 12th May 1854.) 


I AM desired to send you in original a letter* rbceived from 
Mr. W. F, Fergusson^ a Merchant of Calcutta, 
^ Dated Otli May 18o4, together with its enclosures, being a communi- 
cation recently addressed to Mr. Dunbar by Mr, H. Mackenzie, aa 
Indigo Planter in the District of Jessoro, and certain Bcngallee docu- 
ments referred to in that communication. 


The Lieutenant-Governor is desirous that you should make inquiries 
without delay in regard to the statements made by Mr. IMackenzic, and 

report to Government on the subject. Mr. 
t Paragra])hs 15 and 16. i i -n i 

Dunbar has, you will observe, in the accom- 
panying Extract t from his recent Report upon Jessore, given a favoralile 
ac(?ount of Mr. Mackenzie as a Planter, and on that coiLsidcration, UvS well 
as on account of the apparently unusual and ol)joctional)lo nature of the 
Deputy Magistrate's Perwaniiali forwarded by Mr. Mackenzie, the 
Lieubmant-Govonior thinks it right to lequesi that the case should 
receive prompt and careful attention. 

The return of the enclosures is requested with your reply. 


Extract from a Report from IMii. J. Dirjsru \r on the Distr'uit of Jessoro, — (diit(5d 

the 1st Mai*ch 1854,) 

Paragraph 15.— From the Native Zemindars I turn to the European 
Planters and Landholders, and it is very satisfactory iu me to feed that, 
in doing so, 1 shall be able to mention some at lea.st who take an 
interest in the wellare of those witli whom they liave to do, in one or 
both of these ea])acities. Mr. R. Savi of Nowliatta; Mr. Kenny of 
Salkamoodce; Mr. JMears, Agent of Mr. Maclagan at Sindooreo, and 

Siib-Divisiou is earnestly engaged in keeping the Indigo Factories under control, and 
protettiing the Kyots. As soon as the Ryots present petitions, strict ord(jrs are passed 
prohibiting the sowing of Indigo. When petitions arc presented on behalf of the 
Planters, the above Officer passes orders to the effect that they will not be allowed to 
make the Indigo cultivation without the consent of the Ryots, and that if th^y have 
any claims to prefer, they are at liberty to sue under Act lY. of 1840. Several 
similar petitions are presented relating the Molatee Concern. If such orders are 
passed by the Hakim, we are helpless. 
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jSfr. liainv of Coolnah; are the Planters of whose generally oppressive 
voiidnct the louclost and most frequent complaints were made to me. 
'fhe three hrst named arc all more or less embroiled in quarrels with 
Jlarnrutlon Hoy. Tlie.se complaints must not therefore ho received 
uiupiestloiunr, as sure evidence of the grievances alleged ; yet it would 
be absurd lo suppose that there are not among so large a body as the 
Planters of Jessove, men who are keen-sighted enough where their own 
interc.sis an? coneerned, yot perhaps wilfully blind to every claim of right 
and humanity, wlii(;h may ap])ear to them to be opposed to those 
infert'sls. The individuals just named have all a stake in tlie land itself, 
biang either Piitneedars or Izaradars, so that, as I liave had occasion to 
remark before, it is not ])rohahle lliat they would intentionally carry 
their exact i(ms too far; hut I can well understand that, without going 
to extremes, they may yet make themselves very unpopular with their 
tenantry, by always insisting on having their ];est lands for tlic gr<jwth 
of Indigo, and allowing h‘ss Ihan a fairly remnnorative pri(*o for the 
plant wlien cut and brought liome. Planters who are lilx'ral in their 
dealings with their jlyots allow a llupee for four bundles, every bundle 
measuring six feet in girth, and those wlio arc hard and grasping exact 
live or six. In regard to Mr, Ptainy of Coolnah, I am sorry to say that 
of his sev(irily and oppression I could have no room to doubt. Under 
tlie impression that the lands would } ield him a better return if plant(‘d 
with Indigo, he had pressed the inhabitants cf one very populous village 
near his Factory so hard that they had at last iil)aiidoned it. lie dis- 
covered his error in time, and 1 believe hejaas tlie good sense to own it; 
and I am told he is now endeavouring to conciliate his people by milder 
measures : hut he is generally looked upon in the Southern parts of the 
District as a hard and unfeeling landlord. 

10. Mr. DeVerinne of Coragoolah; ISIr. Brae of Bahookally ; Mr. 
Kearnes of Ilazrapore ; Mr. Gow Smith of llamnugger; the Messrs. 
JSIa^aiair of Joradah, and Mr. Mackenzie of Jingcrgatcha, are all well 
spoken of. Their Byots are generally a.s well contented under them 
as the system of Indigo cultivation will allow them to be. In working 
for their own bread, and with the just and honorable purpose of making 
money enough to enable them eventually to retire to their own country, 
they do not overlook the claims and the interests of the many poor 
creatures around them, whose happiness and comfort are so greatly 
dependant on theiv own liberal and upright conduct. 
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From W. Gtiey, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bon<:^al, to 
W. F. Fergxirbon, Esq., Merchant of Calcutta, — (No. 102 1, dated 
the 12tli May 185 1<.) 

Sju, 

I AM desired by the Lieutonant-Governor of Bengal to 
neknowledge the receipt of your letter dated tlic 9th iiisttnit, with 
enclosures, and in reply to inform you that the Commissioner' of the 
Division has been instructed to maki* an immediate and careful inquiry 
in regard to the slatemcnis made hy ]\Ir. Mackenzie, of Jingergatcha, 
respecting tlie conduct of tlie Deputy IMagistrate of Kalarooah, The 
sevcM’al enclosures ol your letter have been forwarded to tlie Commis- 
sioner for that purpo.se. 


Frotn A. C. Bn>WELi>, Esq., Commissioner of the Nud(h‘a Division, to the 
Heen'tary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 51, dated the 7th June 
1851.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE tlie lionor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No, 1075, dated tlie 121Ii ullimo, enclosing an original letter from Mr. 
Fergnsson, a INlcrchaut in Calcutta., and requesting that I will make 
impiiries wdUiout delay in regard to the statements coni allied in that 
letter, and report the result to Government, 

2. I lost no time in Ibrwarding the letters to the Magistrate of 
Nuddoa, in whose District ^^he villages referred to are situate. 1 had 
previously foiAvarded for inquiry certain complaints of the same 
character brought against the Deputy IMagistrate by Mr. Tjarmour, the 
Manager of the allairs of the Bengal Indigo Company, and l>oth the 
Magistrate of Nuddea and the Joint Magistrate of Bara, set have looked 
carefully into the cases adverted to by the complainants as containing 
evidence of the partiality and unfair dealing of the Deputy IMagistitate, 
and reported to me on the subject. 

3. The only one on wliich I am called upon to report is Mr. 
Mackenzie's. I have placed below his allegation side by side with 
abstract of the Deputy Magistrate's rcjdy 

Mr. Mackenzie states that he. 4. The Deputy Magistrate re- 
has liad the management of the plies that, without questioning the 
Jingergatcha Concern for the last correctness of Mr.' Mackenzie's 

3 
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ionr years, and until Abdool Lutecf 
cnmo to Ibis part of the country 
there was never a complaint ap^ainst 
him for forcibly sowing Indigo, 
either in this District or Jessore. 
Since Abdool Luteofs com in a 
number of his llyots, presuming on 
the Deputy ]\f agist rate’s su])posed 
favor towards them, have refused 
to sow. He liad, he states^ at this 
present moment, although there 
liavc been most favorable rains 
for sowing’, 1,000 bcogahs of land 
and upwards unsown. 


Mr. Ma honzie next complains 
of ihd'stylo of A])dool Taitoefs Per- 
wannabs. lie is adclress('d by him 
in an iineourtcons style, and the 
llyots knowing the contempt in 
which he is held by this man, take 
advantage of it and refuse to sow. 
Tliosc Perwannahs arc issued on 
the l)arc statement of llyots, taken 
without oath, and wiLliout any 
inquiry being held on the subject ; 
moreover without any proof of 
oppression on bis (Mr. Mackenzie's) 
part, the Deputy IMagistratc grants 
Chupprassios to the llyots under the 
plea of protecting them, and the 
consequence is that Ins own Fac- 
tory people are afraid to go into 


statement that no complaints were 
previously lodgt'd against him, of 
the truth of whhh he has no moans 
of judging, ho cannot admit the 
fact as proof that tlic present com- 
plaints are unfounded, llis Court 
was located at Kalarooah for the 
purpose of ahb'rdiug protection to 
all parties subjected to oppression, 
who, before the existence of his 
Court, might be obliged to bear 
tlieir wrongs in silence, rather than 
resort to Courts situniAi at so great 
a disknicc as the Sudder Courts oi 
Jessore, Nud<]('a and Baraset. 'Ilo 
deties Mr. Mackenzie to produce 
any proof of undue favor towards 
the llyots, and it is no fault of his 
if Mr. Mackenzie has 1,000 becgalis 
of land unsown. 

5. The Deputy Maglslrate 
states in reply that he addresses 
Messrs. Mackenzie and other gen- 
tlemen in the style which, as far 
as ha^as been able to aseeriain, 
prevails in all Oibcr Courts. He 
considers that it is not the Deputy 
Magistrate tliat is speaking in the 
Pcrwannali, but the Government 
of the country through their 
Courts of Justice, and that it 
would be improper if the Court ad- 
dressed these gentlemen on equal 
terms (which is apparently what 
they wish), or made any difference 
in the style of address to rich or 
poor. He then refers to several 
Perwannalis addressed to both 
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his own piiinee and ijara villages. Indigo Factories and Zemindars by 

the Magistrate of Nuddoa, in which 
he says the siyh^ of address is 
exactly similar to that.adoplcj by 
him. 

G. The Deputy Magistrate then takes occasion lo notice the dis- 
respectful manner in which the geiitlenieii coin plaining have mentioned 
his name and alluded to him throughout tlieir lei tors. 

7. With regard to the issue of the IVrwannalis complained of, lie lias 
only followed the pracii(;e of the Courts. That when petitions are pre- 
sented for protection against apprehended viohmee or o]^])rcs?^.ion, it lias 
never to his knowledge heen the practice to i\‘(juire proof, hut to issue a 
Perwannah warning the party complained of against the ap})reh(*nded 
violence or illegality. To show ihat ho did not adopt this system 
Inniiily, he mentions that shortly after he was appointed to the 8ub- 
I)i vision, some llyols ])etitioiied for two Burkundauzes to ho sledioued in 
their village, to protect them from Mr. Maekenzie’s iieople, who wore ahoiil 
lo plunder their village, out of revenge for not sowing inffigo. Being at 
the time inex 2 :)ericnced, he aj)])licd for advice to Mr. Montresor, tln^ Ma- 
gistrate of the District, who wreto in reply : By all means send two 

Burkundauzes to prevent Mr. Mackenzie’s pefiph) bullying the Ryots 
and he submits that t.his shows tliat wliatevcr Mr. Dunliar may hav(' 
heard of Mr. Mackenzie’s character, Mr. Montresor wasn(»t aliugether of 
the same opinion, or he wiiuld not have samdioiual liis sending Bnrkun- 
danzes to protect the Ryots ^gainst his people, upon the mere petition of 
the former, and without ro(jniring any proof ; and ihat whenever applica- 
tion was made on Mr. Mackenzie’s part for protection against Ryots 
bent upon otlbring personal violence, similar orders have heen issued by 
him. 

The last year a man of the name 8. In this case the Deputy 
of Nohin Chimder Ghose, in eomhi- Magistrate has not the nnthj^c to 
nation with others, brought a false refer to, but lie rests Ids defeneo 
complaint against him and his on Air. Mackenzie's own version of 
servants. Finding that he would he it. In my opinion it does not 
unable to prove the case ho wrote appear that, because a man thought 
to him (Mr. Mackenzie), saying proper to withdraw his comjdainf, 
that if ho would protect him from he should be punished for false 
the oilier Ryots, he was willing lo complaint. Aloiicover no atfempt 
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oomproniise the matter. lie agreed, 
and the case was accordingly com- 
promised : this year the same man 
put in petitions that he^ Mr. Mac* 
Ivcnzie, wished io sow tlieir lands 
forcildy. The l)e}}uty JMagistrate, 
without tahing tlieir siaiements on 
oath^ granted ilieni Chupjmissies 
to protect them from liis alleged 
tyranny. These Yei‘y It) ots have now 
sown their Indigo, and no notice 
has l)een taken of the false eom- 
])laiut made by them both this year 
and last. 


Thai, wlicn his (Mr.Maekeiizie^s) 
llyots first leagued togetlicr this 
year not to sow Indigo for*him, he 
wrote to the Deputy IMagistrate 
telling him of the circumstance, 
and warning him against the men 
who were conspiring against him ; 
that the Deputy Magistrate took 
no notice wluitevm' of his letter; 
but when these very men, against 
whom he had warned him, came 
and presented petitions complain- 
ing of oppression on his part, lie, 
without iiKjuiry into the matter, 
or taking their statements on oath, 
issued Perwannahs to him (Mr. 
Mackenzie) threatening to send for 
him and take a mochdhu 


was made by Mr. Mackenzie to 
prove tliat the plaint was a false 
one In explanation of his pro- 
ceedings this year, he states ^lat it 
not being known to him that the 
man had complained falsely against 
Mr. Mackenzie, and no ohjcctloii 
being made l)y Mr. Mackenzie’s 
Mookhtar at the time, he saw no 
im23ro])riety in ordering liis Police 
to protect tlic Petitioner from op- 
pression. That notice of what he 
had (lone was communicated to the 
Magistrate of tlie District, who 
made no remark upon it. Tliat 
Mr. Mackenzie himself never al- 
leged to him that the complaint 
was a false one. 

0. In really to this, the Deputy 
Magistrate states that he received 
no letter from Mr. Mackenzie 
before the presentation of the ])eti- 
iion of coin^ilaint against him. 
That his orders were passed on the 
2 >etition on the 27tli of March, 
and on the 1st of April Mr. Mac- 
kenzie’s Mookhtar delivered the 
hdler which, however, was dated the 
25Ui March, at Jingergatcha, a 
place only 2d miles distant ; that he 
cannot explain the delay, hut liad 
no cognizance of the letter until 
three days after the passing of the 
orders com 2 >lfiii^ed of. That more- 
over the names of the parties pre- 
senting the Petition arc not those 
given in Mr. Mackenzie’s letter; 
that he took no further notice of 
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the letter tlian to file it, heeauso it 
contained no specific coin plaint 
ao‘ainst any body and was not on 
stamped pa}>er. 

10. 1 tliink that^ on the whole, the Deinity Mai>Mstratc has fairly 
answered all the alb'i^ations bronii^ht ai^ainst him by Mr. Ma(ikon/ae. 
With reg“aril to the style of address thenj seems to have been a i^Teat 
diirercncc of practice, and the Deputy Maj^-istrate lias i)roved that lie did 
not intend to show any want of eourh'sy on tlie present oeeasion. To 
put ail cud to tlic diversity of practice jiow CN.istin< 4 *, and occasion of 
complaint arisino' therefrom, it would perhaps be well if the Sudder Court 
wore re(|U(‘sted to issue suitahle iustructioiis to all Magistrates on the 
j)oint in (juoslion, 

11. AVith regard to the practice alleged against tlie Deputy Magis- 
trate, of affording undue eouiitcnance to the Ilyots ])y issuing threaten- 
ing Perwannahs and ordering Biirkuridauzes to the village for the protec- 
tion of the Ryots, wlicncver a petition of ajipreheiuled viohmee is p\it in, 
I luive somewhat more to say. The Magistrate of Nuddea,, his Assistant-, 
and the Joint Magistrate ofllaraset, have all lookt'd into the cases cpioled 
against the Deputy Magistrate hy the gentlemen who liave eom- 
plained, and all agree that he has unwittingly caused iiijiistiee to iiidivi- 
diinls by these orders. It is not to be denied lliat the R 3 a>ts frequently 
require proteidiou from the violence of Indigo Planters, (hdorinined that, 
cost what it -may. Indigo sliall he sown in a (tertaiu village; but it is 
e(pially true that the R^^ot afUu’ taking advances, and agreeing to culti- 
vate Indigo, is too read}^ to avail himself of an\^ subterfuge and delraud 
tlie Planter of his advances. The Deputy A fagistrate says that it has 
been ruled that, under sncli cireumstauces, the Planter must liave recourse 
to tlie Civil Courts, hut there is no necessity for him to encourage tlie 
Ryot in his fraudulent attempts, to call u])on tlie Deputy Magistrate 
to depute Policemen to the spot in order to prevent violoiieo, uiilesj he 
really has reason to believe' that violence will take place if lie omits to 
do so. The Assistant Alagisirate of Nuddea remarks as follows : — 

4. It docs not require much knowledge of the Native character 
18 know that if a Ryot who has taken advances can find any way in 
which ho can break bis engagpmeni witli irnjumity, he will most 
assuredly take advantage of it, and this is what the Ryots appear to 
have done in the case under reView ; fur of course, when they *kncw 
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that they had a TJuiicimdauz in the village to proiect them, they would 
construe any attempt ottlie Planter to get liis Indigo sown into an act 
of op])rcssion ; and fioin the fact of the Deputy Magistrate api)omting 
a Burkuudauz to remain in tlicir village whenever they asked to 
do so^ the Ryots naturally supposed that he (the Deputy Magistrate) 
was sidiiig with them against the Planters ; this is seen from the 
results, for not only have the Ryots refused to sow, but in a great 
many instances they have broken up the Indigo which tliey had sown. 

5. I am far from thinking that the Deputy Magistrate ever iiiui- 
gined that such would he the result of his ordin-g ; on tlic contrary, I 
think that all that he did was done with the l)est intentions ; that 
“ lie was not l)iass{*d against the Planters, hut tluit liis great oh- 
i('ct was to prevent any breaches of the })eace in his jurisdiction, and 
to iirotect the Ryots from the Planters who he imagined were going 
to o])])ress them; hut at the same time he seems to have lost sigh<i of 
the fact tliat the Planters had as much right to protection as the 
Ryots, and that his orders would have the edcct of preventing those 
Ryots sowing wlio witc 1 legally bound to do so.^^ 

12. Speaking of Mr. Larmour’s comidalnts, the IMagistrate of 
Niuldea says : — 

5. Th ‘ orders of the Deputy Magistrate upon the petitions of the 
Ryots are not so faultless. Without roipiiring tin* Ryot to swear to 
truth of his complaint, an order is recorded in which the op[)ies- 
sion of the Planter is assumed, and he is infornusl tliat if hi‘ doi^s not 
d(’sist from collecting armed men to cooree the Ryots, he will !)(» 
.summoned in person for the purpose of being bound down to ke(‘p the 
])eace. 

“ (). Burkundaiizcs are at the same time deputed, not to proveni either 
party from committing a breach of the peace, Init to protect the Ryot 
from the aggressions of the Planter. 

^^^7. The order of the Deputy Magistrate upon the report of tlie 
Darogah of Kaguzpookevia, in a ease of Mr. Larmour, appears injudi- 
cious. The Darogah reported that Mr. Larmour had uot colleeted an 
illegal assembly of armed men at Baganeharah. The Deputy Magis- 
trate, if lie doubted the truth of this statement, might have tested it 
in any way he thought desirable ; .but he should not, without proof, 
have recorded in an emphatic manner that tlie Darogah was not to be 
befieved, and that he >vas colluding with Mr. Larmour, 
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S. Tlio Hiylc of tlic PenvaiiDalm addressed lo ihe Plimlers by Die 
Poputy ^I;ij;^istrate is obviously ol>jeclioiiable^ and his explanatioii is 
not salisfiiet ory. 

9.^ I uin inclined lo believe that the Dt^puiy ]\Ia<^istralc is not 
iiifinoiiced by unjn’opcr mol iv^es ; that hois desirous 10 perform li is 
duties in jjood faith and to the best of his jud<:»mciit. Hut he has 
shown a want of diserelion which has led to eonsecpienccs which must 
he deplov('d, and whl<*h cannot easily be nmn^lied/^ 
lo. The Joint Ma^'isinite of "Rarase^, who incjuirod into the eases 
\vhich ()C(*urred in his jurisdietion, states : — 

‘^0. The Deputy Maj^'istrale, in his ('\planat Ion, stales that lie has 
only followed the Ub\ial eourse in o:i\ inj^ tin* IVeehhpiolo Hyots tljc 
Muddud Burkundauz ; that he knew notliinp^ of the eireums(ane('s 
under \Aliieh the petitions wore preseiilod, and that j\Ir. Larmoiir has 
swllercd no loss from any orders passed hy him. AYith rojjjard lo the 
petition of the Kooshadauij^ah Ityols, that he knew nolhiu”: of the ad- 
vanees made to tliem^ nor tlie Indif^o having already l)een sown ; and 
that Mr. Larmour’s Mookhtar hroii«ht nothing to that ellect to ]us 
notiee wlien the petition was presented. Tliat he promptly despatched 
^MiisMohurir at the request of Mr. Larmour to inquire into the fact 
of the Indigo havino‘ been sown, but passed no order upon the 
^Mlohurir’s reimrt, heeausc he had not aetifelly seen the Indig’o heiiio; 
plouohed up, nor ohiained any e\idence that such was the (*ase. Tlui 
De])uty Magistrate however admits that he was satisfied the IndiJ»‘o 
was l)ein£^ hroken up, and ho states that he \erbally told Mr. Lavmoni’s 
Mookhtar to Ininc^ forward his proof. 

^^7. 1 do not believe for a moment that the Deputy Magistrate caxh* 

intended lo encourage the Ryots in not completing their ongagernciiis 
with the Factory, although his orders have certainly had that effect, and 
the loss to the Factory has been considerable. 1 am sorry to say, how- 
ever, that I do not think he has acted judiciously in the matter. Tlic 
greater numher of those Ryots are Feerazecs, a very troublesome set 
" of people, and he should have been very cautious how he dealt with 
^nhem. The villages of Kooshadangah and Pccchlapole are within 
three miles of liis cut(iherry, and he might easily have ascertained 
cither from personal inspection or from inquiry the truth or* other- 
wise of the complaint made by the Ryots before granting the Mud- 
dud Burkundauzes. This was* doubtless an crroi\ in judgment on 
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^^his part^ but when he became aware that these Feerazecs were talcing 
advantage of his orders^ and w^cre actually breaking up the Indigo 
" j)lant^ he should at once have taken measures to undeceive them, 
and to prevent the destruction of the plant. In the latter part of 
the fourth paragraph of his explanation the Deputy Magistrate says — 
^ and how could my order on the petition of tlio Poechlapole people, 
‘ granting them a Muddud Burkundanz, which was actually passed on 
^ the 2»‘h'd, have encouraged the Kooshadangah men to petition a day 
^ earlier, /. e. on the 22nd, is also a mystery to me.’ This is not strictly 
correct, for tlic order io give tlie Pecchlapolc llyots the Miuldnd Bur- 
^Meundauz is dated the 2 1st April, although it was not actually given 
'^nniil the 22)rd idem.^^ 

» 

I t. It is clear from the above that tbe Deputy IMagistralc has, in 
his desire to protect ihe Bvot from oppression, and by resorting too 
readily to the practice of deputing Police Officers to protect lijjots, 
without sufficient impilry into the merits of the ease, fallen into the 
error of o\erlooking the just claims of the other side. 

]5. AIhIooI Luteef is however a very intelligent and conscientious 
public Officer, and I have no douht that the injustice which he has 
unintentionally caused in some of the cases now brought under review 
will be a warning to him to avoid similar errors in future. 

10. The enclosures of jl^r letter are herewith returned. I have 
not ihonglit it necessary to trouble the Lieutenant-Governor with the 
lexers of the Magistrates and Deputy Magistrates, but if rccpilred they 
shall be sent in without a momeutV delay. 


. From W. Gar.y, Esq., Secretary to the Governniont of Bengal, to the Com- 
missioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 1389, dated the 14th 
June 1854.) 

Sir. 

V. 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
the 7th instant, reporting the resiilt of the inquiries which you were 
instructed to inatitute in my letter of the 12th ultimo. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor desires me to say that he thinks the 
inquiry has beeivpi*omptly, and at the same time carefully and impar- 
tially made, and that the acknowledgments of Government are due to 
all the Officers concerned in it. 
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3, The Lieu tenant-Govornor is not disposed to differ f^om the con- 
elusion at which you have arrived, as reported in the 14th and 15th 
paragrapiis of your letter. 

4i. It is clear to His Honor however, that without imputing to 
Moulvie Ahdool Liiteef anything worse than a great w’ant of caution 
and judgment, a neglect of usual courtesy and some appearance of pre- 
judice, lie has so conducted himself in a District largely devoted to the 
cultivation of Indigo as to render it on the whole desirable that he 
should now be employed elsewhere. 

5. The Lieutenant-Governor proposes therefore to take the oppor- 
tunity of llaboo Kissory Chand Hitter’s appointment to the »lunior 
Magistracy of Calcutta, to transfer Moulvie Abdool Luteef to the Sub- 
Division of Jehanabad. 


From W. Ounv, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to 
W. F. Fniiaussojs, Esq., — (No. 1368, dated the 11th June 1851.) 

SlK, 


In continuation of my letter dated the 12th ultimo, I am 
directed by the Lieutenant- GoveniQr to send you the 
Paras. 3 to 5, accompanying Extract* of a communication made 
this day to the Commissioner of the Nuddea Division^ 
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Prom P. GoitDSBTJTiY, Pt»Q, Commissioner ol the Eajshahye Division, 
to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 4.02, dated the 
3rd November 1851.) 

Sir, 

I HAVK the honor to submit for the consideration of the 
Lieutenant-Governor, copy of a Report No. 90, dated the 26th ultimo^ 
from Mr. Beaufort, the Joint Magistrate and Deputy Collector of Puhua, 
on the expediency of re-enacting a Law for enforcing the execution 
of contracts relating to the cultivation and delivery of the Indigo 
plant. 

2. Mr. Beaufort, after describing what he considers to have been 
the effects of rescinding Sections II. and III. of Regulation V. of 1830, 
recomgiends the re-enactment of these Rules, but I am not prepared to 
support his recommendation. I am inclined to think that the interests 
of Indigo Planters are sufficiently protected by the unrcpcalcd Seciions 
of Regulations VI. of 1823 and V. of 1830, and l>y Act No. X. of* 
1836, and I sec no sufficient reason for making a breach of contract 
for the cultivation of Indigo a criminal offence (as was done by 
Section III. Regulation V. of 1830) when according to the general 
principles of Law it cannot be considered such. If the Section in 
question were to be re-enact od, it would l>e held by the Company 
Courts to bo loth a civil and criminal offence, and the Planter, besides 
having the option of instituting a summary suit against the Ryot, 
would be enabled to get liim imprisoned for one month for a 
misdemeanour. The cultivation of Indigo may be, and no doubt is, a 
benefit to the country, bull can scarcely think that such extraordinary 
and anomalous measures are recpiircd for the protection of the interests 
of those who embark their capital in that speculation. 


Prcim P. BiAxrvOBT, Esq., Joint Magistrate and De])uty Collector of 
^IPtthna, to the Commissioner of the Rajshahye Division, — (No. 90, 
dated the 26th October 1851 ) 

Slfti 

the Lieutenant-Governor visited this Station, he desired 
me to make a report to him, through you, regarding the expediency of 
re*enacting a Law for enforcingithe execution of contracts relating to the 
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rultivaiion and delivery of Indigo plant. I have since, then made 
in(|iiiries on the subject from various persons, and I have now the honor 
to furnish you with the conclusions whicli the information so obtained, 
and my own experience, have enabled me to draw. 

2. You are aware that Section III. Regulation V. 1830 made the 
evasion by a Ryot of liis Indigo contract punishable by a Magistrate, in 
tiic same way as similar evasions of other contracts are punisTiablc under 
iSeetion V. Regulation VII. 1819; and that this provision was rescinded 
by Act XVI. 1835. Tlie result of that rescission was and is, that if the 
Ryots break the conditions of their agreements by a traudulcnt transfer 
of tlie produce of their land to another person, or by refusing to cultivate 
the land with Indigo, the aggrieved Tlaiitcr has no resource hut wliat is 
to be found in the provisions of Regulation VI. 1823 and Act X. 1839. 
But experience has shown that this is insullicient. The observation 
contained in the preamble of the former of the last-quoted enactm|j)ats is 
still applicable to the case with the alteration of only one word. The 
systdin at present in force provides, as above observed, no other remedy 
for parties injured by tliis dishonest practice than by a [Summary] 
action in the Civil Court. The dilRculty and delay of obtaining redress 
by that course have not unfrequcntly led to acts of violence, and even to 
serious affrays, 

3. The Magistrate can in no way interfere, for if the Planter brings 
a suit before him under Act IV. 1840, as having a < 7 «^»v/-posscssion of 
the land, as obtained through advances in money and seed for its culiiva- 
tioii, he cannot interfere, since the Sudder Court have expressly ruled that 
the Ryot who has cultivated, and not the person who has made advances, 
is to be held to be in possession of the land ; and that the lien or interest 
which the Planter holds under Section II, Regulation VI. 1823 should 
not be considered in such case. 

4. In 1835 the Legislature had ceased to shadow forth in a preamble 
the reasons which had led to any enactment, and therefore it is not 
apparent why the rules of Regulation V. 1830 were rescinded; whether 
any inconvenience had been felt in practice from abuse of the pjwer 
conferred, or other cause ; or whether the Legislature of the day considered 
that any principle of Law was contravened by those provisions. But as 
far as I can learn, there were very few complaints and very few con- 
victions under it. It was originally enacted at the time of the great 
failures among the Mercantile houses inXJalcutta, The Planters were all 
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heavily m debt to those houses, and were much distressed for fuiul'4» 
When Palmer and Co. failed, the Native Zemindars look advantage of the 
consequent panic to induce the Ryots to break off all their engagements 
with the Planters, who at that time could not hold estates in their own 
name. Tl)is state of things was rej)re&entcd to Government by Planters ; 
and probably Lord William Bentiuck saved Indigo property in Bengal 
from utter debiriiction by passing the Regulation in question, 

5. 1 am assiired by old Planters that the effect of it was merely to 

keep matters quiet. The Zemindars ceased to instigate their Ryots to 
break off tludr contracts ; and the Manters fooling themselves more secure 
were enabled to (’iirry on their Concerns wu‘thout having recourse to the 
compulsion and physical force to which the state of affairs had driven 
them. There was no complaint, they say, of oppression arising from 
the Law ; and they are not aware of the reasons which led to its repeal. 
Its eijji^ctment produced no evil ; while its rescission has sown the seeds of 
numberless (jiiarrels, from which lias sprung a full harvest of assaults, 
plunderings, illegal detentions and affrays. 

C). But the question for present consideration is, whether a Law of 
this kind be now rc(|iiired or not ; and whether it would be productive 
of more good than evil. That its provisions will bo to some extent abused, 
that there are men among the^ Planters who will not scruple to take a 
dishonest advantage oi‘ it, is not to bo denied. But this is not a sufficient 
reason for refusing the prayer of the large body of honorable men who do 
not, and wull not, have recourse to such fraudulent practices. For there 
are many Laws of whieli rogues make daily use, but which cannot on 
that account ho taken out of the books. A forged bond is the common 
weapon of enmity ; but tlie Courts cannot refuse on that account to enforce 
those which are not fraudulent. Not admitting therefore this pica against 
the enactment, I proceed to investigate the arguments in its favor. 

7. In the present state of the Law, if the Ryots who have taken 
advances, refuse to a(‘t up to their contracts, the Planter has no other 
remedy than a civil suit. It will hardly be denied that this is in fact no 
remedy at all. The civil prosecution of a large number of Ryots in- 
volves a large expenditure, the greater portion of which can never be re-« 
covered* It is also a tedious process, although called summary, during the 
progress of which the Planter sustains additional loss* Wc find there- 
fore that very few cases of this nature are instituted, although breach of 
contraiit is of frequent occurrence. In lieu of it, the Planter has recourse 
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to physical force, the consequences of which are injury ai\d oppression 
with affrays, 

8, But the reason for this frequent breach of contract is not to be 
found among the Ryots. They can find no ultimate advantage in not 
fulfilling their engagements. It is the Zemindars who instigate them 
to evade their agreements, and who make use of the tremendous power 
they possess to prevent the cultivation of Indigo in whold villages and 
sometimes in whole Estates. The Ryots are always glad enough to 
take advances because it gives them the means of paying their rents, 
and for the same reason the Zemindars do not interfere before the time 
has arrived for sowing. It is well known that the agents of the land- 
holders are at hand to receive the rents when the advances are being 
made, and are often present in the Planter's cutcherry for that purpose. 
The money thus secured by the Ryot and placed to his credit, he haij^ 
no objection to throw the Planter overboard, provided he ha| some 
powerful person to back him and save him from his vengeance. There 
is nt) doubt but that he has, whether reasonably or unreasonably, a 
great aversion to Indigo. He believes there arc many other crops 
which yield a more certain as well as a larger profit. I have heard 
Planters argue the contrary and produce proofs of it, but the idea in 
the RyoVs mind remains the same. When, therefore, he desired by 
the agent not to cultivate any Indigo, on pain of the Zemindar^s dis- 
pleasure, he sees no profit in refusing obedience. He has pocketed the 
advances ; he knows that liis landlord has ample power to oppress him, 
and he hopes that ho will secure him from the Planter. He has no 
hesitation in signing an eh'ar to break his contract. 

9, Probably the Planter hears nothing of what is going on; appear- 
ances are kept up ; a shower of rain falls, and the Takadgecr is imme- 
diately scut to the spot with the seed. Then the disturbance com- 
mences; the Takadgeer is obliged to run, and the seed is destroyed. 
The next day the Planter is 'told that, instead of the lands being sown 
when the opportunity offered, the Ryots have with one accord repudiated 
their advances, turned his servants out of the villages, and filled ^the 
lands with Dhan. 

10, What is he to do ? There is no remedy to be found in the Law ; 
a great loss is impending over him ; and there are only two ways of 
avoiding ifc. Ho must either use physical force and compel the Ryots 
to fulfil their contracts at the point of the stick, or lie must come to 
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terms with the Zemindar, if indeed that be posbible; th*at is to say, 
lie must make lar^e presents to the Zemindars’ Omlah, and pay lilack 
mail to the man himself iindei* the plea of old rents which in fact he 
docs not owe, or take leases of the villages on losing jummas, 

11. If the Bill which has lately been read in the Legislative Council 
becomes Law, a recairrence to the Lattial system will expose him to heavy 
punishments ; and he will be entitled to claim the enactment of some other 
Law which will ideally protect his interests from losses of this kind. But 
even under the present Law, the appeal to physical force is attended wdth 
great expense and great annoyance in many ways. Tor the sake of peace, 
therefore, many Planters consent to the Zemindars’ exactions, if not too 
immoderate. The conse(|uence is, that the Law in some measure assists 
the Zemindar in levying what is in fact a lieavy tax, and adds so much 
to the ditficultics and expense of planting, repressing the commerce of 
the country in one of its most valualde products. And it must be re- 
membered that the large amount of ready money annually expeiidt'd 
by the Planters has a very material ctfect on the Hevonues of the 
country. 

12 . But» it may that the Zemindar will not consent to any 
terms; he may have a personal feeling to gratify in destroying tin' 
cultivation ^f a Concern ; he may refuse to lease his villages to the 
Planter on any terms; and at the same time prevent his Ryots from 
growing Indigo. And I beg to say that I liave seen instances of this. 
In such case if the Zemindar lias large estates, in which an Indigo 
Concern has been cultivating for years, he has it in his power to injure 
it in a very serious degree. In fact, he is sometimes able to shut up 
one or two of the Factories. 

13. To obviate these difilcultics the Planter is always willing to 
obtain landed property if possible, lie rarely has the ojiportuuity of 
getting anything better than a Putiiee ; generally he must be coiitcut 
with a short lease. But for either he must pay very high, and agree 
to a rent on which he will sufler a yearly loss. To this he will submit 
readily, if within his means ; and is liberal in the settlement, because 
he finds a great profit in it in freedom from (|uaiTc]s, and in the power 
which it gives him over the Ryots. 

1 i. The proposed rc-cna(‘tment would provide a remedy for mu<di 
of this, and prevent the undue interference of the Zemindar. If the 
Ryots can be brought to immediate punishment, the breach of contract 
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tvill 1)0 a; rare occurrence. Tlic Planter will not spend money in vain j 
the Zemindar will be obliged to have recourse to the not illegal exer- 
cise of his power over liis Ryots in preventing them from taking 
advances, instead of first taking and then repudiating them ; and the 
frequent disturbances between the two will cease to occur. 

15. But if such an enactment is to be made Law, we mus.t provide 
against the probable abuse of it by unscrupulous men. the general 
tone of the Planters has improved of late years ; and the present body 
contains men of higher principle than formerly. But in legislating you 
make a Law applicable to all eases and all classes ; and you cannot de-* 
pend on individual character. Planting is carried on by Natives as well 
as Europeans, by men of evil as well as of good repute. Jessore and 
Nuddea especially are studded over with shut-up Factories, in almost all 
of which there are large outstanding balances against the Ryots, under 
the name of advances. For in balancing the account of the Ryot at 
the close of the season, it is frequently the custom to pay for the Indigo 
broj[ight to the vats without deducting the advances made, and thus to 
leave a balance against him which is still called an advance. 

16. No contract therefore ought to be valid beyond the current 
season. Each Indigo year should hav% its own contracts duly executed 
at the time the advances are made. They should specify the amount 
of advances, the extent of land wdiich the Ryot contracts to cultivate^, 
and the boundaries of each field which is to be cultivated : and every 
contract ought to be registered in the presence of the Planter, or hig 
agent, and the Ryot. 

17. This would raise a difficulty in regard to the Offices of Registry; 
for neither could the Planter and the Ryots find time to attend at the* 
Sudder Station for this purpose, nor could the former afford to pay for 
each of some hundreds of contracts the sum which it costs now to rco*is- 

o 

ter any document, whether of small or of great importance. Registrars 
must he provided near at hand, and the charge must be fixed very low. 

18 . In the vicinity of the Sudder Stations, or of the Head-Quarters 
of Suh-Divisions, such contracts might ho registered before the Collector 
or Magistrate, or the Officer in charge of the Suh-Divisions, But in 
more remote positions it will he necessary to appoint rcspectahle Natives, 
who should at the same time be made liable to severe penalties for any 
misfeasance. And in all cases every contract registered should be for- 
warded for record to a central OfHcc within a limited period. Such 
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Kubordinate^Registrars slxould not be allowed to take Moklitarnamalm ; 
Ihougli they might admit general powers of attorney accepted by the 
regular Courts. Everything should be done by the parties contracting 
in person and on the spot^ so as to give the greatest possible publicity to 
the proceeding. These subordinate Registrars would bo of the same 
class as the Sale Commissioners appointed under Act 1. 1839 : and I 
think the expedient would be found to answet. 

19. .On the whole, ‘'it seems to me that the original rule of Regu- 
lation V. 1830 might be re-enacted without danger to the public, 
and with much advantage to parties engaged in the cultivation of 
Indigo. And it certainly appears to me that every just facility should 
be given to persons engaged in a branch of commerce so important in 
itself, and which is so bonolicial to the country at large. 


Circular, from the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Com- 
missioners of Revenue and Circuit, Patna, Bhaugulpore, Dacca, Chitta- 
gong, Nuddea, Burdwaii and Cuttack .Divisions, the Commissioner 
of Chota Xagpore, the Civil and Sessions Judges, and Magistrates of 
Jessore, Nuddea, lUjshahye, Moorshedabad, Pubna, Midnaporc, Tirhoot 
and Purneah, W. Tayler, Esq., Judge of Shahahad, S. Bowmxo, Esq., 
Judge of Dacca, C. Steer, ESq., Judge of Backergunge, J. S. Torrexs, 
Esq., Judge of 24-Pergunnahs, G. IT. Vile, Esq,, OiTg. Judge of 
Rungporc, and 11. Atitertox, Esq., Ofig. Judge of Sarun, — (No. 3079, 
dated the Mill December 1851.) 

Sm, 

I AM directed by the Lieutenant-Governor to forward to you a 

Letter from Commissioner rclatiiif? 

of Circuit, liajsliabyo Divi- to a question of re-enacting a Law for summa- 
tion, Ko. 402, dated the 3rd -i r ± j ^ i 

November 1854, with one enforcing the execution of contracts entered 

enclosure. into for the cultivation and delivery of In- 

digo plant, and to request that you will favor the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor with your opinion regarding the suggestions made by Mr. Beaufort. 


From A. C. Bidweli, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 4, dated the 4th 
January 1855.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 3079, dated 14th ultimo, forwarding copy of a letter from the Com- 
missioner of the Rajshahye Division, No, 402, dated 3rd November 1864, 
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with its cr»closiiro, nnd rpcjiiesting that I will favor the Lieutenant- 
Governor with my opinion on the suggestions made hy Mr. Beaufort. 

2. INIr. Beaiifort^s suggestion is, tliat the rules of Sections II. and 
III. Regulation V. of 18;30 be re-enacted, with a view of eufurcing the 
execution of contracts relating to the cultivation and delivery of Indigo 
plant, to which Mr. Gouldsbury objects that |he interests of Indigo 
Planters are suincieutly protected by the Law still in force, and that there 
is no sufficient reason for making a breach of contract to cultivate 
Indigo a criminal oifence, when according to the general principles of 
Law it cannot be considered such. 

3. I cannot agree with Mr. Gouldsbury in thinking that the in- 
terests of Planters arc sufficiently protected by the Law in force ; proof to 
the contrary exists in tlie notorious fact that Planters are eonstantlv 
driven to resort to })liysical force, in order to ohlaiu their rights from 
th^^ Kyots, the p<'cnliar nature of the cultivation of Indigo ]>eing such 
that ruinous loss to the Planter ensues if immediate advantage is not 
tak(‘n of occurrences of sultahle weather for sowing, 

4. Besides, the primary object of the proposed Law is not to protect 
the interests of the Indigo Planter, but to preserve the peace. The 
Indigo Planter is a man of energy, and, if the Law will not protect him, 
will pn>tcct himself by threats and violence; and will continue to do so, 
however stringent may be the provisions of the Law proscribing the en- 
tertainment of Lattials, &e. Under such circumstaiK'cs, it is surely not 
opposed to the general principles of Law to afford, even hy spe(*ial enact- 
ment, that protection to the Planter which the nature of his calling 
renders necessary, and wdiicli is so essential that if witliheld it 
inevitably leads to a breach of the peace. 

5. It is not the overbearing character of the European wdiicli leads 
him to resort to violent means to protect his interests in the cultivation 
of Indigo, but the peculiar nature of that cultivation. Europeans are 
engaged all over the^coiintry in general agricultural pursuits, but 1 Imve 
never heard it said of tlicm that they were more prone to violence than 
any other class of the community, in defending their rights, when an 
Indigo crop is not concerned. 

6. But there are certain contracts the breach of wiiicli is by the 
present Law constituted a misdemeanor, see Section V. Regulation 
VII. of 1819. If I make a contract with certain workmen to construct 
a fence round my field, the breach of that contract (fa their part* is a 



( ) 


misclcmoanor puiilsluible with a moiith^s imprisoniTQent. Why should not 
a contract to raise a crop of Indigo in the field itself be entitled to the 
same protection, ospeclally when the ordinary resources of the Law arc 
so impotent to protect me that I am driven to break the Law in order 
to obtain my just rights. 

7. I am labouring ipder the same disadvantage with Mr. Beaufort 
as regards knowledge of the grounds which led to the enactment of Act 
XA"I* of 1 8 *j 5. But 1 have never heard tliat tlie provisions which it re- 
pealed (those of Sections II. and III. of Hcgulation V. of 1830) were 
abused. 

8. j;\tthe same time, 1 agree with Mr. Beaufort that precautions 
should be taken against their abuse if re-enacted, and would make the 
proposed enforcement by penal measures of the contract conditional upon 
the previous Registry of that contract. 

9. The present state of the Law of Registry renders tliis im|)rac- 
ticable. But I trust that the time is not fixr distant when the universal 
Registry of deeds will bo insisted on — the fee being reduced to 8 annas, 
and every [Moonsili constituted a Registrar. Tliis is a measure wlilch 
I think urgently demanded. 


From E. A. Samvells, Esq., ConiTuissloTier of the Cuttack Division, to 

♦ 

the Under-Secretary to the Oovoniment of Bengal, — (No. 128, dated 
the 12th January 1855.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 3079, of the llth ultimo, forwarding for my opinion copies of 
letters from tlie Commissioner of Rajshahye and the Joint iVlagistrate 
of Puhna, relative to the re-enactment of a Law for summarily enforcing, 
through means of the Criminal Court, the execution of contracts for the 
cultivation of Indigo. 

i. I agree with Mr. Gouldshury that such a* Law is uncalled for 
by any specialties of the Indigo trade. The Indigo Planter has already 
an amount of protection afforded him by the Civil Law, in his dealings 
with the cultivators, which has n^t been conceded to any other class of 
manu^icturers or agriculturists; and I am strongly impressed with the 
opinion that it is this system of protection which has encouraged the 
lax and reckless contracts, of the freq[ivmt evasion of which the Planters 
now complain. 
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3. It is to bo observed tliat these complaints proceed principally 
from the Beng^al Planters. In Tirhoot^ before a Planter advances 
money to a Ryot, ho secures a long lease of the lands from the Zemin- 
dar, and makes a friend of him by paying him a heavy peshjee. In 
the same way Alerchants who advance for rice and other ligriciiltural 
products, take care either to deal with responsible parties, like Ihe 
ilahajun or the Zemindar, or to take security for tlie fulfilment of the 
contract on the part of the llyot. The llengal Planters not only 
neglect these ordinary mercantile precautions, but they are in the 
constant habit of making adv^ances witliout security, to the Ryots of 
Zemindars from whose co-operation they know they have nothing 
to expect, and of whose enmity they are in many cases aware. Aleii 
who act in this way eaiinot be said to trade ; they gamble, and, but 
for the Law which makes a distinction between their contracts and 
Ihosfi of other traders, they would pay a niucli more severe penalty 
for their rashness than they do. 

From IT. Staixfortii, Fsq., Conimihsioner of the Chittagong Divlirion, io 
A. AV. UrssnnL, Esq., Ender-Secrclary to tlie (jo\ eninn iit of Pengal, — 
(Xo. 33; dated tlie 13th January 
SlK, 

I BKO to acknowledge your lelicr No. 3070, of the 1 I tli ullnno, 
and to submit the following remarks on the rtM'onimciulations oj* Mr. 
Reaufurt, for the coiisklcration of the llon'Iile the Lioutonant-Goveriior. 

The relative position of the })arlies, whose interests are involved 
in Mr. Beaufort’s reeommeiulations, seems to be as hdlows : — 

3. The Planter’s Factory is surroiuuled by the laud of other parties, 
on which Indigo must be raised for him, or he must close his Factory 
erected at great expense. 

4. If he can obtain a lease of it from the Landholder, little power is 
left to opjioso what he is able and ready to bring to bear on the Ryot, 
ajid matters proceed generally in coufurmity with his will. Jlut it often 
happens that a Landholder asks a higher rent than the Planter is willing, 
or perhaps able, to pay ; or he is indisposed, from some cause or other, 
to let his estate to the Planter, and thus no lease^is elfocted. 

5. The Planter is then driven to deal with tlie Ryots, without the 
powers and influence which a lease from the Landliolder would have 
given him. Moreover the Zemindar, disappointed in not obtaining the 
jumma which he asked \ or owing the Planter a gvi?<lgc \ or averse io 
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liilvilig his estate covered with a crop which he cannot sell in distraint 
ibr rent due to him ; or unwilling to he supplanted in the influence 
which, as Landlord, he thinks himself entitled to hold among the tenantry 
of his estate ; or perhaps even desirous of protecting his tenants from 
the oppression which Planters invariably and necessarily exercise more 
or less, of course thwarts the Planter as much as possible. 

(5. The llyots generally have a hard time of it under the Planters. 
They know that when a shower falls they must be compelled to assist 
in cultivation, or the opportunity for sowing will be lost ; that when a 
river rises, they must be compelled to assist in cutting the crop, or it 
will be destroyed by the water, and they feel that they had much better 
go on more majonun cultivating other crops which Mr. Beaufort admits 
to be more profitable than Indigo ; but some are tempted by advances 
to execute engagements, while others have engagements written out in 
their names and advances forced upon them, or not given at all. Bucli 
contracts are of course readily broken, and no great inHuence, if any, on the 
part of the Zemindar seems necessary to induce the llyots to break them. 

7. This I believe to he the real state of the case, and it is clear on 
the premises that the cultivation of Indigo in Bengal is in a false 
position ; and that it can only be carried on with any degree of fairness 
when the interests of Planter and the llyot are, in some measure, assimi- 
lated by their standing, in respect to each other, in the relation of landlord 
and tenant, in which relation it would be more impolitic on the Planter 
tiian it is at present to lessen the income and resources of the llyots. 

8. Mr. Beaufort sees danger of fraud, and he would appoint persons 
to register the contracts near the Factories, as a protection to the llyots, 
but quia ciistodiet ipma cudoden ? It requires no special power of pre- 
science to say, wil h certainty of correctness, that, even as the Sale Com- 
missioners are the ready tools of the Landholder's oppression, these pro- 
posed llegistrars would be willing instruments to wink at the personation 
of any number of Ryots by any single servant of the Indigo Planter. 
Such registration, as protection, would be wholly illusory. If it woulcl 
have any efiect, the efiect could only be pernicious. 

9. I need scarcely add, that until I came to the conclusion that the 
weak and poor, who form the great mass of the population, should be 
made weaker and poorer for the benefit of a small body of men, many of 
whom are very unscrupulous and oppressive, I am not likely to concur 
in Mr. Beaufort^s recommendations. 
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From W. Dampteu, E«q., Commissioner of the Putna Division, to W. Giikt, 
Esq., Secretary to the Government of the Bengal, — (No. 1197, dated the 
18th January 1855.) 

Sin, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of’ Mr. Under- 
secretary RusselPs letter No. 3079, of the Iddli December last, with its 
enclosures, requesting my opinion regarding the suggestion made by Mr. 
F. L. Beaufort, J(>int Magistrate of Pubna, for the re-enactment of a 
Law similar to the rescinded parts of Regulation V. of 1830, making a 
breach of contract lor the cultivation of Indigo punisliable as a 
misdemeanor. 

1 am not prepared to support such a proposition, which would be a 
retrograde ste]) in legislation. The entire system of advances in Bengal, 
as described in the preamble to Regulation YI. of 18:i3, is lui evil one, 
and* I (‘an see no more reason for declaring a broach of contract for the 
cultivation of Indigo ])unishable as a criminal oifenee than for declaring 
tlu^ same punishment for the breach of contract fur tlie cultivation of any 
other produce. 

I have always understood tliat the cultivation of Indigo was not ge- 
nerally remunerative to the Ryots, and might be considered more or less 
oom])ulsory. The advances arc sometimes as recklessly given as received, 
the rianter trusting to his own means of enforcing the cultivation, which 
he knows the Ryot will, if possible, evade. It would be almost impracti- 
cable, as pro[)()sed by INIr. Beaufort, to separate the Hal from the Bakya 
advance. Factories are worked on the outstanding balances with ad- 
ditional advances, and the result of Mr. Beaufort’s plan would be, in the 
Ryots being annually made to give an acknowledgment of having 
received the whole sum Hal and Bakya. 

Since British subjects have been competent to hold lands in India 
they have, by means of purchasing estates or taking farms where they 
cultivate Indigo, acquired the legitimate influence of property over, the 
cultivators, and I have understood that in many such properties the 
system of making advances is gi'adually falling into disuse. In such 
estates besides the neizjoie of the Proprietor, the Ryots of the village 
each cultivate a portion of their lands, according to the extent of their 
holding or its fitness for such cultivation, with Indigo, and the value of 
the crop as delivered at the Factory is credited to the rent of their re- 
maining lands. Under this i>lan, it is the interest of tiie Ryot to produce 
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as good a crop as lie can, wliilbi it is advantageous to the Planter, as lie 
luanutdctures liis Indigo at a inucli less direct outlay of capital than under 
tlic advance system, and is not obliged to resort to usurious loans. 

I consider Mr. Bcaufort^s suggestion as bad, it tending to proteei 
and perpetuate a system which is an evil, and to jilaee the Ryot in a 
state of subjection to the Planter in which he ought not to be eoutiuiicd 
by any legal enactment. 


Fioui C. T, Davidson, Ksq., Oomiiii.ssioiuT of the Dacca Divi.sioii, to tlic 
Secretary to the Oovormnent of Bengal, — (Xo. 4-5, dated the 2()tli 
January 1855.) 

SiK, 

1 HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
,‘3079, dated the 1 tth ultimo, forwarding for my opinion copy of some 
suggestions made by the Joint Magistrate of Pulma, on the subjeef of 
summarily enforcing contracts for the cultivation and delivery of Indigo 
plant. 

2. Jlr. Beaufort^s Report contains tlie following suggestions : — 

He advocates the re-enactment of the Rules contained in Regula- 
tion V. of ISJiO. 

2udl^, lie suggests that each Indigo year should have its own con- 
tracts, that no eoiitra(*ts should extend beyond the current year, and that 
such contracts ought to he registered. 

lie recommends the estahlishment of 1 o(m 1 Registry Ofliees, 
and great reduction in the Registry fee re<piired liy R(‘gulation XX. of 
ISDJ. 

3. The Rules proposed to be re-enacted are, I jiresnme, tliose contain(‘d 
in Section III. Regulation V. of 1830, for although by Act XVT. of 1S35, 
Section II. of that Law was also rescinded, it was again revived by Section 
111. Act X. of 1830. The Scidion to be re-enacted makes a broach of 
eonUact to cultivate and deliver Indigo a criminal act, punishable by 
imprisonment. 

t. It cannot be denied that the cultivation of Indigo is a fruitful 
source of the serious allVays which are of freipient occurrence in those 
Districts wherein the manufacture of Indigo is carried on, I have no doubt 
that the protection which would be affordc^l to the Indigo Planter by the 
re-ena(;tment of Section HI. RegulationV.of 1 830, would materially reduce 
the many breaches of the peace arising out of evasion of contracts by Ryots 
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who have received advance? forthc cultivation of Indigo. For the sup- 
pression of affrays a most stringent Bill is under the consideration of tlie 
Legi^;laturc% and if special legislation is to be resorted to for the repression 
of breaches of the peace it may be fairly asked why should it not be extend- 
ed to the removal of an evll^whieh is one of the chief promoters of them. 

5. The suggestion of confining Indigo contracts to one year appears to 
me to be an excellent one, and the benefit of a summary investigation 
should be restricted to claims and disputes belonging to the current year 
only, as in suits for land rent. 

0. The establishment of local Registry Offices, merely for recording 
Indigo contracts, is a plan which could not be carried out without consi- 
derable difficulty. 


From G. J. Browx, Esq., Commis.sloner of the Bhaiigulpore Division, 
‘to the Secretary to Government of Bengal, — (Ko. dated the 

24th February 185o.) 

Sill, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Under- 
secretary Russell’s Circular No. o07fi, dated the Mth December last, 
with enclosures, regarding tlie propriety of re-enacting a Law for summa- 
rily enforcing the execution of contracts entered into for tlie cultivation 
and delivery of Indigo plant. 

2. As far as I can learn from iiu|iiirics made by me on the subject, 
there is no occasion for reviving the penal enactments of Regulation V. 
18o0 in this Division, and I fpiito agree with the Commissioner of 
Rajshahye in considering that such anomalous measures arc not required 
tor the protection of Indigo Flanters. The only plea which can be urged 
for Magisterial interference in such eases, is the dilatoriness of Civil 
Court, and the proper remedy for the evil complained of should therefore 
be directed toward simplifying the processes of the latter instead of 
extending the jH^wers of the former. ’ 

2. Act XVI. of 1835 does not assign any reason for rescinding the 
provisions of Sections II. and III. Regulation V. 1830, though doubtless 
Government had at that time good grounds for repealing the then exist- 
ing Law; and I respectfully submit that a reference to the proceedings of 
the Legislative department of that* period may probably suffice to refute 
all the arguments now advanced by Mr. Beaufort in favor of, the 
former practice. 
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From W, H. Elliott, Esq., OfTiciatlng Commissioner of the Burdwan 
Division, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 3;J, 
dated the 22ud Martdi 1855. J 

Sir, 

In reply to your Circular of the 14tli December last, No. 3079, 
regarding the re-enactment of Section III. Regulation V. of 1830, which 
rendered a breach of contract for the cultivation of Indigo a criminal 
offence, 1 have the honor to submit, with all deference, the following 
remarks : — 

2. The whole system of cultivating of Indigo in Lower Bengal 

is so radically bad, that I believe there arc few Planters who are not 
compelled at times to resort to violent measures, which tlieir better 
feelings disapprove, for the preservation of their P'actories from ruin. 
I do not here allude to those acts of gross injustice and open violence 
which admit of no palliation ; but I know from personal experience 
that Planters, who would scorn acts, do too often consider 

themselves obliged to take land for Indigo against the wdll of the Ryot 
who has refused advances, and to force advances upon otliers. 

3. Having served in tlie largest Indigo district in India, and in 
others of considerable importance, I have seen no little of the working 
of the system ; and I regret to say that I never yet heard of one in- 
stance in Bengal of a Ryot gaining substance by the cultivation of 
Indigo. The Gomashtas and other Omla, the Takadgeers and other 
subordinates of Indigo Factories constantly amass wealth, more or less, 
but the fact of a mere cultivator of Indigo having become wealthy in 
Bengal has never yet been brought to my notice. Indeed, under the 
present system, strange as it may appear, the wealth of the Ryots is 
inconsistent with the well-being of the Factory, which depends upon 
keeping a Ryot invariably upon the Debit side of the Account, as the 
only hold which the Planter has upon the land for the next year. 

4 /, Mr. Beaufort acknowledges in his 8th paragraph that, the Ryot 
has no doubt, reasonably or unreasonably, a great aversion to Indigo, be- 
cause he believes there are many other crops which yield a more certain as 
well as a larger profit.^^ In another part of the same paragraph Mr. Beau- 
fort says the Ryots are glad enough to take advances, because they give 
them the means of paying their rents/^ I think it may fairly be 
argued, from these two statements taken together, that no I^yot who 
can otherwise pdy his rents will take advances for Indigo, and this 
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fact my own experience attests. 1 have known instances in which, 
circumstances having led to the abandonment of certain villages by 
Planters, the Ryots have been for some years free. Suddenly the loss 
of an ijara, or the commencement of a feud in another quarter, has 
turned the Planter’s attention to such villages, and the Ryots have been 
called upon to take advances which one and all have refused. The 
Factory Books have then been searched, and it has been found that the 
father of A and the uncle of B and the elder brother of C once held 
the lands now in the possession of those three individuals ; and were, 
at the time of their decease, indebted in various trifling sums to the 
Factory. The unhicky Ryots were then called upon to pay the debts 
of their predecessors ; acknowledgments of those debts with promises to 
pay, prepared by some miser upulous subordinate of the Factory, have 
then perhaps been shown to the proprietor, who naturally praised 
the |?ood management of his Onila, and authori/.ed advances to the 
villagers, part of which being retained by the Omla, the rest would be 
given with many tlireats in presence of maii}^ Factory servants to the 
unlucky Ryots whoso flelds, for 3 ''ears devoted to more profitable crop-, 
v\ould thenceforth be sown with Indigo. No effort of the Ryot in the 
supply of Indigo could eflace the advance made to him ; and no cash- 
payment in liquidation of that advance could be accepted ; for, as I havti 
already said, the grand object is to keep tlie Ryots always on the Debit 
side of the Book, as tlie only Hen which the Factory has upon the land. 

5. That Ryots do often obtain assistance by cash advances from 
Indigo Planters, to escape the rapacity of Zemindars, is undeniable. 
1 have known many a kind act done by a Planter in thus helping a 
Ryot; but, on the other hand, the return which the Ryot has to make 
is to him most ruinous ; and it would be strange indeed if the Ryot, 
knowing Indigo to be amongst the least profitable of crops, should 
voluntarily enter upon its cultivation. 

6. It is also a notorious fact that the Ryot does not get as nmdi 
placed to hi^ credit as his crop, if fairly paid for, would yield. I have 

heard many calculations made which go 
A bundle consists of as much to prove that five bundles of Indigo are 
by*a^rix^f^t cliaiu!' encircled ^ possibly be given, ,with 

any hope of rcinuiieration to the cultiva- 
tor, for 01 ^ Eupee ; hut the general rate taken in Bengal I believe to 
ho eight or nine bundles : and further, the measurement of bundles 

6 
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is made in various ways. At times the ehain is passed round the bundle 
so as to form what may he called just measure ; at other times the two 
ends are pulled with such force by two Takud^cers that a bundle anti 
half is compressed within the chain ; the degree of strain to be used is, 
not impro))ably, regulated by the payment or non-payment of a 
douceur l)y the Kyot. 

7. 1 am quite unable to understand on what ground a Law is rccpiirod 

for the cultivation of Indigo, more stringent tluiii tliat needed for Paddy 
or Sugar-cane. Surely, in tliese da\s lien the liberty of the subject 
is so respt'ctej as to givi* undue safety to evil doeis, a Ityot should not 
be forced by a (aiuiinal enactment to cultivate a crop which sad ex- 
perience has slu)^vn liini to yield no profit. 

h. I luaeiii V'clf cm/.s/cz/r///// se<m Indigo cultivated willingly ; that 
crop \\ill grow upon sandy clnirs where alnuisl nothing else will ilouri^li. 
On snch a <*liur, were a li\<‘t paid at the end of eac-h season fifr tlie 
Indigo delivered by him, (unl of at! i/ahhu fftr the future, many 

a man wouM bo glad to cultivate; but tlie known impos^ilfility of extri- 
eaiiug himself from the books of a Faetoiy, in which his name has once 
been entcu’ed ; the eertaintv tlial all tin* kind eultivaled this year, and 
perhaps an additional piece also, will be claimed next) ear by the Factory 
ina\ well make evaay Pvot feariul of such a (*onne\ion. 

9, The conduct of the Native landholders with reg<inl to Indigo 
Factories is not abways so bada!- it i ■- rej irc'sen ted. The Nativ'c naturally 
dcsiies to maki' the b(‘sl bargain ho can. The Hevenue Laws givT him 
an awful ])()wer over his terianls; and, in order to make the Planter 
pay a high price for hit, Putnee or Ijara, he tells his Ryots that they 
must not cultivate Indigo without his permission. This provok(*s the 
Planter, and he trie.-, to force tlie Ryots, who appeal to their landlord, 
whose pecuniary interest is at stake, and undoubtedly he has a right 
to get the utmost he can for his property* The same thing Is done every 
dfiy in other matters, without exciting animadversion. I saw not long 
ago in Calcutta a dirty little patch of ground, adjoining a fine house of a 
rich man, and asked how he could tolerate it. lie said lie could not help 
it as the ground was not his. It was worth about 100 Rupees ; he had 
offeiyd 2,500 {but its owner demanded 5,000), and he could not take it 
by force ! The Zemindar’s demamk are exorl)itant for the simple reason 
that they know the Factories cannot^ get on without their lands. The 
Planters are annoyed, and feuds ensue. If no Planter would commence 
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an Tndij^o Factory till lie could secure the full amount of land necessary 
for its support, very few disturbances would arise, and less opjiression of 
the llyots would be needed: as is the ease generally with Nafice Indigo 
Factories. A very large extent of country belongs to the Zemindar ; 
he makes no advances of cash, but gives the Kyots seed, and requires 
a certain proportion o(‘ the land of every village to be sown with Indigo : 
for the produce of that land he pays at the end of the season ; not much 
j)crlKips, but a moderate remuneration. The llyot, however, is free for 
the next year; ho is not inde))tcd to the Factory, and perha])S tlic next 
year some other llyot's land may betaken. 

10. Again, in Tirhoot and Behar, where the advance s}^stem is not 
prevalent, and the Hyots are more fairly paid at the end of the season, 
and the Wanters are on a better footing with each other and with the 
Zemindars, Indigo cultivation is a much easier matter than in Bengal, 
Wany of the Planters are higlily respected : J can mention an instance 
of'^this, wdiich came uiuh'r my own observation, to the honor of Mr. 
William Moran, of oMooteeharce, now an Indigo Broker in Calcutta. 
After tlie failure of the Union Bank and Coclvcrell and Co., wdio w’cre 
liis Agents, he had no money and no seeil, and was in (xulcuttu making 
tlie best be could of a bad job. His Factories were uiidei tlie cliargc 
of a country-born wu’iter, very lame and not very tuiergelie. Ami, day 
after day, 1 rode over tlie neighbourhood and saw his lands cultivated as 
well, by tlie voluntary efforts of liis Kyoth, as in his palmiest days. At 
the eleventh hour h(‘ g<>t a little seed and sent it up, It was sowui and 
he had an cxci^lleiit season, and lias since cleared off all incumbrances, 
and is, I hope and believe, a wealthy man. 

11. In the same District I saw^, oft and a^ain, that with regard to 
the huivli'cd-ihoumnil registered cultivators of Poppy, the greatest 
jmuishinent that could be iiilUcted oil them was to get their names cut 
out of the Sub-Deputy Opium Agent’s Books. No force w'as nspiiied 
to iiiereaso that eultivatiou. It pays so well that every man is anxiciiiis 
to be allowed to siqiply Opium ; and that led to the chief grievaii(*e of 
the Factories of that District, that each llyot wms anxiously looking to 
sowing less Indigo if he might sow more Poppy. 

12. I do not. sec how it can bo doubted that, if a R\ot were well paid 
for cultivating Indigo, ho would gladly do it. Nor do 1 see how 
the Legislature can be asked to assist in the forcible extension of a crop 
which confessedly dues not pay, and leads the Ryots eoueerued in it Into 
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endless annoyances. The registered contracts (\vhi(;li even Mr. Beaufort 
thinks necessary to guard against oppression and fraud,) will, I believe, 
prove utterly useless ; and, with the kindest feelings to many honorable 
Indigo Planters, I am compelled to ex])ress a hope that the repealed Law 
in question will not be re-cnaeted, and that the Planters will, in lieu 
thereof, adopt a better system of management. 


From W. J. Allen, Esq., Commissioner of^Chota Nagpore, to A. W. 
Ritsskll, Esq., Under-Seerctary to the Government of Bengal, — 
(No. 63, dated the 1 Itb April 1855.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the recei})t of your letter No. 
3079, dated the I4th of December last, with annexed correspondence, call- 
ing for my opinion upon the suggestions made by Mr. Beaufort, the Joint 
Magistrate and Deputy Collector of Puhna, in I'cgard to Gie re-enactment 
of a Law for enforcing summarily the execution of contracts for tlie 
cultivation and delivery of Indigo. 

2. I have had some experience as a Magistrate of an Indigo District, 
and have seen Indigo Planting carried on both before and after the 
enactment of Act XVI. of 1835, and I am quite satislied that the efFeets 
of that Law have been and are very injurious. There appears to have 
been no necessity for the repeal of Sections III. and IV. Regulation V. 
of 1830, which afforded useful protection to tlie Planting interest and 
gave dissatisfaction only to roguish Ryots and dishonest Zemindars. 

3. Under the present Law a Planter has no real remedy against a 
fraudulent Ryot, and the consequence is, that he is not unfrequently 
driven to violent measures to obtain that protection for his property 
which the Law denies him. 

4. I would recommend the repeal of Act XVI. of 1835, and the 
formation at the same time of a well-devised system of cheap and ex- 
peditious registration of Indigo contracts ; if these contracts are pro- 
perly registered, the provisions of Regulation V. of 1830 could not be 
turned into an instrument of oppression. 

5. I consider Mr. BeauforUs suggestions regarding the registration 
of Indigo contracts to be well worthy of attention ; the Pergunnah 
Cazees, the Sale Commissioners, and otlier respectable Residents in the 
Molussil might be employed with advantage to register Indigo contracts. 
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Prom VV. LciKli, Esq., Civil and Sessions Judge of Midnapore, to the 
Under-Secretary to the Govermnent of Bengal, — (No. 1, dated the 4th 
January 1855.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE tlie lionor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 

Letter fnnn Connijissioiw ]Sro. 3079, dated the 14th ultimo, 

and Uevenue, Jla.ishahve, No. 402, ol the 

3rcl November 1854, with one enclosure, forwarding copies of letters noted ill 
the margin, requesting me to give an opinion of the expediency of alter- 
ing the Law for summarily enforcing the execution of contracts entered 
into for the cultivation and delivery of Indigo plant, as suggested by 
Mr. Beaufort, tlic Joint Magistrate of Puhna. 

Mr. Beaufort, in the 2nd paragrapli of liis letter, observes that the 
result of the rescission of Section ITI. Bcgulation V< of 1S30, ^Svas and 
is that if the Ryots ])roak the conditions if their agreements by a frau- 
d^jilent transfer of the jnoduee of their land to another person, or by 
refusing to cultivate the land with Indigo, the aggrieved Planter has no 
redress hut what is to he found in the provisions of Regulation VI. of 
1S23 and Act X. of 18dG, hut lias shown that tliis is insufh- 

eieiit.^^ The grievances to which Mr. Beaufort adverts existed long 
heibre Regulation V. of 1830 was ]>roinul gated, and that enaetnumt was 
framed to meet eases such as INfr. Beaufort describes, and were certainly 
7iof' the of the recisioii of Section III. of that enactment. My 

experience does not tell me that the Law as it at present exists is insuffi- 
cient for the protection of Planters against the dishonesty of Ryots : a 
breach of contract usually occurs by a hostile neighbour or the Zemindar 
inducing parties wlio have taken advances for Indigo plant to dei)ai*t 
from their agreement, and in such eases the T^aw, as it now stands by Sec- 
tion III. Regulation X. of 1R3G, seems to me to afford ample redress, 
not only against the defaulters themselves, but against all others who may 
be instrumental in prevailing on Ryots to commit a breach of contract. 

The difficulty and delay iu olitaiiiing redress by a civil action, which 
Mr. Beaufort points out, is in my opinion exaggerated, but if these really 
exist the contemplated changes in our Civil Courts will supply a remedy. 

Class legislation under any circumstances is olqeelionable, and I see 
no reason why Indigo more than any other product of the country should 
receive the special protection of the* Legislature, as it is well known to all 
who have had any experience in Districts where the cultivation of Indigo 
prevails that it is a forced cultivation. 
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Tlicrc arc many causes for tliis. In the first place it is a most ex- 
hausting crop, and land repeatedly sown with it deteriorates every year. 
In the next place, it is in the long run a losing crop to the Ryot. He 
may be induced to grow it for the sake of the advances, which gives him 
a command of money at a moment when he may much require it; having 
once however entered into engagements he is no longer a free Agent ; 
his land is pledged to the Planter, and he is seddom or never able to 
redeem it. At tbe close of each year he still finds hiinsidf, from some 
cause or other, debtor to the Factory, and tberefaMfe compelled to sow Indigo 
with u view to clear o(F his debt, (a result never likely to occur,) or to 
suffer the consequences of refusal. 

None hut tlie nee ly will vSliuitarily engage to sow Indigo plant, and 
in support of this fact I would observe that the first oluject of a Planter 
in establishing an Indigo Factory is to secure the ]>roprielary right in 
the land where his future operations are to he carried on ; by lliis m^aus 
he obtains power over the Pyols, and his first step in furtheranee of his 
object is to require all those liolding lands adapted to the growth of 

Indigo plant to set apart a ])ortiou for 

Whether willin" or otherwise. . rn • • • n 

® that ])iirpose. I his recpusition is strictly 

enforced by the servants of tbe Factory, who measure ofi‘ the lands, 

superintend the sowing, weeding and subsequent reaping of tlie crop, 

and no solicitations or remonstrances on the part of the Hyot are of 

any avail. The Kyot receives a fair reininn^ralion for his labor, 

a4 the Planter hhmelf in aware, but it passes through so many hands 

from the Factory Dewan to the lowest Takeedar, tliat by tlie lime it 

reaches the party entitled to it, it is st) shorn of its proportions that 

it is no longer an adequate return for the article supj>lied or the time 

and labor bestowed upon It. Can it then be a matter of surprise that 

the Ryot should be unwilling to resign his independence and means 

of support by voluntarily making engagorneuts that ho knows full 

well must terminate to his detriment ; certainly not, and for these reasons 

I think it would be impolitic to make tbe Ijaws in regard to Indigo 

contracts more stringent in tlieir provisions than they are at present. 


From S. Bowutko, Esq., Judge of Zillali Dacca, to the Secretary to the 
. Government of Bengal, — (No. 9, dated tlie Gth January 185^.) 

Sir, 

In reply to your Circular No. 3079, dated 14ith ultimo, I have 
the honor to state that I consider it highly desirable that the repealed 
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Sections of Rc<,nilaiion V. of 1830 should bo re-enacted, or that some new 
Jjiiw providing for the execution of contracts should be added to the 
Code. 

2. I quite agree in the reasons urged by Mr. Beaufort, but would 
beg to observe that, to tlie best of my recollection, Mr. Sconce, at the 
time Judge of Clilttagong, proposed some years ago that contracts for 
tlic delivery of goods, if registered by competent authority, should have 
the force of a decree of Court. Mr. Beaufort proposes, that persons should, 
in certain eases, be appolAted for the ])urpose of registering contracts to 
sup[>ly Indigo plant, but when the value of the crop which the Ryots 
may engage to deliver falls below Rupees 300, such duty might, I 
think, 1)0 performed by the Moonsilf of the Sub-Division. If the regis- 
tered caboolcQui be declared ccpiivalent to a decree of Court, tbe Planter, 
on the neglect or refusal of the Ryot to cultivate, might take out im- 
mediate execution, and any resistance olfored might be made penal, under 
the provisions of the A(d. 

3. Zemindars and Planters have generally Vakeels or Agents at the 
Moonsills' cuicherrics, wliicli would ])e a great check on the personation 
of one Ryot by another, while there would always be a risk of this, if 
persons of inferior rank in life, at whose odiees few parties arc usually in 
attendance, were a})})ointed. 

4. It wonhl, I think, be very objectionable, if any such registered ca-* 
hooleeul should be allowed to be in force for a longer period than one yem\ 

5. Your loiter refers only to contracts for delivery of Indigo plant, 
but I would suggest that the provisions of any enactment founded on 
jMr. Beaufort’s proposition might be extended to other articles — in parti- 
cular to the cutting of timber in the District of Chittagong, where the 
fellers are in the habit of receiving advances, and having brouglit down 
the timber, of selling it for their own advantage to third parties, leaving 
the real owner of the wood to recover his money by the tedious process 
of a civil suit. This abuse existed to such an extent at Chittagong, ihat 
it was lately thought likely to render it impossible for any n^sident of 
that town to supply timber for the Railway — a matter of national 
importance. 

6. If a registered contract to deliver timber were to be declared equiva- 
lent to a decree of Court, any person .having made an advance for the article 
might at once attach it on arrivah and the abuse would cease to 
exist* 
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From Egbert Forbes, E!sq., Civil and Sessions Judge of Tirhooi, to the Under- 
secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 8, dated the 10th January 
1855.) 

Sir, 

I have had the honor to receive your Circular letter No, 3079, 
of the 11th ultimo, with its enclosures, from the Commissioner of the 
Eajshahye Division and Joint Magistrate of Eubna, coneeriiing the pro- 
posal of the latter Officer for re-enacting a Law for the summary enforce- 
ment of contracts for the cultivation and delivery of Indigo, regarding 
which llis Honor the Lieutenant-Governor desires me to give my opinion. 

2. I beg to state in reply, for llis IIonor^s information, that I 
entirely concur ^^ilh Mr, Commissioner Gouldsbury in thinking that the 
re-enactment of such a Law as that suggested by Mr. Beaufort is not 
necessary, and would not be just or advisable. 

3. In this Zillah, one of the chief, if not the chief Indigo Distric^t in 
the country, it is rarely the practice of the Elautors to enter into Indigo 
contracts with Eyots, as they ordinarily grow Indigo and compel or 
induce its cvdtivatiou as jNIaliks or Tliikadars, or themselves cultivate it 
in home farms, and I can sec no such analogy between a contract for 
service (a breach of which is criminally j)unisliable under Eegulatiuii VII. 
1819) and a contract for Indigo, that because tlie former is cognizable 
by a Magistrate the latter sliould be so also ! A contract for Indigo 
is to all intents and i>iirposcs just as much a eiril contract as a contract 
for Grain or Sugar, and I am of opinion that a summary civil process is 
in justice amply sufficient for the Planter, and that to give him a criminal 
remedy in addition would bo arming him with too great an advantage, 
contrary to the spirit of all Law, and leaving the Ilyot one remedy less 
than his more powerful o[>poncnt. 

4. If a Planter is guilty of a breach of any civil contract with a 
Ilyot, the latter has no remedy in the criminal and can only gc^to the 
Civil Court, and as the Law now stands the summary Civil process 
maWs the Planter equal to the Zemindar suing for rent, already con- 
sidered too strong in that respect. 

From K. N. Skiknee, Esq., Sessions Judge of Jessore, to the Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal, — (No. 7, dated the 10th January 1855.) 

Sir, 

In answer to your Circular No. 3079, dated 14th ultimo, I 
have* the honor to state for the information of the Lieutenant-Governor 
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ihiit t do not coinoidc in opinion with Mr. Beaufort as to the propriety 
uf re^cnactiiiLv Sections II. and III. of Ilei^ulation V. 1830. 

2. Seciiuu III. licji^ulalion X. 183G seems preferahle to Section II. 
of Uci^nlation ‘V. IS^U). Breaches of contract^ relative to advances 
nuulc 1>y r\lahnjuns to Byots for g^rowing Paddy ; the advances'^' nnido 

by Proprietors or Farmers to tlieir Pyots, 

«= SMini, 22, lU. 1701. / ' 

t Si-(i,uu li, XIII. 1 SIC). water-courses, reservoirs or em- 

t J^.'itioaslOaiid 12r>,x. isio. baiikments ; advances made by Govern- 

^ Sections 10, XIV. ami 10, t r r\ • o li ' i ^ « 

XXXilJ. 1703. ineiit lor 0])mm,t Salt,*!: Fmhankraents,^ 

&c., are not puiiisliable as mi.sdern(‘anors. 

3. The niinmavy ]>roeess for arrest inj^ defaulters in summary suits 
for arrears (3* Iievcnue, might be made applicable to llyots evading* engage- 
inento to cult 1 vat o liuligo. 

1. Europ<iaiis could not liold lands in tlieir own name in 1830, as 

they could when those Sections |1 wore 

|82amUJuf V. 1S;J0. . . , . , 

roseiuded, and can do now. 

From A. Sc'ovcr:, Civil loid Sc^.sions Jiulge of Xuddcaj to W. OkuYj 

Km?.. Sc(‘r('tary to ilie tioveriuueiil of Bengal, — (Xo. 0, dated the lltli 
January 1855.) 

S 1 ig 

I Jf.wn had the honor to receive IMr. rnder-Seerelary PnsselPs 
letter Xo 3071^ <^d‘ the Ilih ultimo, with it. s enclosure, rdal ive to tlic 
exjiediency of re-enacting in a modified form certain rescinded ])rovi- 
sions of Il(‘gulatioii V. of 1830, with a view to the summary er>gnizunce 
and punidiment of a hreaeh of Indigo contracts : and as instnicted hy the 
lloiiorahle the IJoiitenunt-Guvernor, I ihav oiler, hut with much dilUdenee, 
such remarks as oeeiu* to me on lids very wide and very delicate subject. 

2 . In the eighlli paragra}Ji of IMr. Beaufort’s letter there is a re- 
inavkuhle statement. J\lr. Beaufort ohserves, that there is no doubt 
but that the llyothas, wheilier reaKinably or uiin'asonahly, a great aver- 
sion to Indigo. He believes there aie many other crops which yield •a 
mure certain as AVcll ns a larger ]n*olit. 1 have heard Plnnt(‘rs argue the 
contrary, and produce proeds of it, but the idea in the ]l}'ols’ iniiul rc- 
xuains the same.’^ This then is a prolindnavy fact, that the Byot be- 
lieving Ii^digo to be an unprofitable crop is averse to undertake the 
cultivation of it; and the propositi6u is, that he shall lie summarily 
punished for evud^g bis contract .to cultivate what he declares and be- 
lieves is a losing crop. 


7 



( 50 ) 


3. This incompatible conjunction of circumstances rather adds to the 
perplexity I have experienced liitherto when I have tried to foinn a view 
of this matter from my own limited experience ; and I say unfei^ncdly 
I should have been c^lad if j\Ir. Beaufort had discussed with all the faci- 
lities which his local knowledo^e aiforded hiin^ the vc^y peculiar position 
indicated by the admitted reluotancc of the Ilyot to sow his lands with 
Indigo. How is it that a Ryot enters into a contract to cultivate a crop 
to which he is known to he averse? How is his reluctance overcome^ or 
is it ever overcome ? Is he free to take the contract or lot it alone 
And for ourselves wo may ask, knowing that the Ryot is an unwilling 
paity to the covenant, knowing that in his judgment the cultivation of 
nee or of oil-seeds would he more prolitablc to him, shall we aggrav.ate 
the anomaly by constituting the rejection of the contract a crime and 
imprisoning the criminal ? 

4. The feelings ascribed by Mr. Beaufort to the Rubna Ryot entirely 
correspond with, I may say, the general opinion entert.ained of the feel- 
ings and inclinations of the agricultural community in this Disiriot. No 
one, it is said, would cultivate Indigo if left to his own choice : 
Indigo engagements are undertaken in spite of the known reluctance of 
the people. 

5. Possibly the main cause of ohjcction to the cultivation of Indigo 
is ascribable to the losses it entails; the suflleiency and rjuality of the 
crop being precarious ; and the unlKpiiduted advances ])(*iiig an irredeem- 
able burden. It is admitted that Planters cannot cultivate Indigo by 
their own liired laborers. They cannot make it ])ay. Tlic returns do 
not remunerate them with sufficient profit over and above the expenses 
of labor. Planters therefore prefer to throw the expenses of cultivation 
on the Ryots. Planters pay for the crop ; Ryots give their labor to 
produce the crop : but have wo grounds to assume that the Ryot suc- 
ceeds in a crop which the Planter fails in ? The precarious nature of the 
cfop there is no contesting ; and an inquiry of greater interest cannot 
be suggested than that of ascertaining, both whether the Ryot^s absolute 
share of one year’s crop be a just return to him for that year, and whe- 
ther it he sufficient to cover the losses ho incurs in a series of years. 
Some Planters, it is said, take four bundles, some take six bundles of cut 
plant to the Rupee : and whctlier it be from generosity that one confines 
himself to the lower rate, or from right that the other enforces the 
higher, it is understood that, generally speaking ll^ots are never in a 
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condition to relieve themselves from the balances written against them 
in the Factory accounts. 

6. But^ as I understand, the connexion of the Planter and Ryot is 
not simply that of a cultivator working upon the advances of a capi- 
talist. The Planter is not and yet is the cultivator. He selects the 
land ; he directs and compels the ploughing, and the sowing, and the 
weeding. The land is his cultivation;’^ and the ripened cfop is cut 
for his vats. Uii(|ucstionably, by the energy and attention of the Planter 
the land is likely to be better tilled and the crop more productive : but 
it is more in place to consider whether the interference which he exercises 
and the rights he asserts are compatible with his abnegation of the res- 
ponsibility of a cultivating farmer; with the freedom and rights of the 
Ryot, and with the adccpiatc remuneration of the Ryots enforced, but 
possibly, judiciously directed labor. An advance of two Rupees a bcegah 
canifot justify the assertion of c\ery sort of right ; nor is it, in any fair 
sense, a measure of the Ryot’s duty to labor, or of the reiniiiieration of 
his labor and of his expenses additional to his own labor. Rather is 
it the reverse of the acknowledged remuneration of an exacted or rc- 
tjuired service, for to wh.ilever extent the crop fills, the labor is prac- 
tically di&avowed, and the money paid in anticipation is written back as 
a debt against the Rj^ot. It seems to ine that it is only hy treating the 
subject iu this form that the admitted unwillingness of the Ryot to 
grow Indigo can be thoroughly uudei’Ntood. Probably his unwillingness 
is not feigned, and 1 feel deeply tlie iraportaiiec of giving a definite, if ‘it 
were a true, expression to his objections. 

7. Again it is universally assumed that lii this District Ryots do 
not retain more than a hall', or a third, or less than a third of the ad- 
vances ostensibly paid to them. The chief or a large portion is absorbed 
by the Factory Omla. Public Oflicers, European and Native, Native 
residents of the District and others, speak of this as a fact which they 
believ'^e, though possibly not one party so speaking can specify any (jise 
falling within his individual knowledge. Public report may be as exag- 
gerated as it is indefinite. Necessarily a good deal depends upon the Plan- 
ter’s personal supervision at the time his money is distributed, and it may 
be feared that the most eoinmendable efforts of the Planters wdio distri- 
bute their own advances are to some cxient defeated by the mean* pecu- 
lation and uneonscientious and faithless fraud of dependants from wdiich 
they no more thto the public depaitmcnts of the SUte can reckoti on 
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bein<y exempt. My attempt to explain the reasons which possibly deter- 
mine the llyot^s aversion to grow Indigo would be incomplete if I 
omilled tliis misai:)propviation of his advances. It is by tlic advance 
that the contract is professedly conslituf.ed ; and obviously the counte- 
nance and aid to be given to that contract by the Law should be mate- 
rially atfecled by our assurance that the Il 3 ^ot fully received^ or was 
responsible for not fully receiving, the consideration stipulated in his 
agreement, 

S. I do not know to what extent the advance consists partly of cash 
and partly of unliquidated balances of past j^cars. I have seen cases in 
which tlie advance, expressed in a renewed contract, consisted wliolly of 
the balance of an account. I have scon a case in which for the culti- 
vation of o j hoegalis the advance consisted of 8 annas cash and Rupees 
C-S of old l)alauces. (icnerally, I apprehend, the entire advance is cash : 
this is a point however (as indeed arc many others) upon wliieli I do 
not possess exact or sutlicicnt information ; hut even the exception to 
the general rule must ])C dcjdorod which would invoke the aid of a penal 
Law to enforce the lal^or of a liyot for the adjustment of an old and an 
unci locked dcl)t, 

0. Hero, as in Pahna, there is the same striking unwillingness on 
tlu; part of the Jlyoi to cultivate Indigo, and on the part of the Zemin- 
dar to let Indigo be cultivated. From l>oth parti(‘s, over all, Uoats a 
sliadow of dlsrai islacl ion, wliicli, however it mav veil the nature and 
force of underlying interests or passions, is itself palpably manifest. 
Roth say we do not want it — we would rullier be let alone ; but })racti- 
eall}^ botl) ucatede, om; to the cultivation of the repudiated crop, the 
other to the sublt'tling ot‘ bis Estate to the proprietors of Factories. Rut 
t.hej” say more : tliey say they ae.t under eonsiraiiit, and are unable to 
abide the issue of an unequal .struggle. No one more than mysedf 
aldiors dlshonoBty, or the exertion of malicious Inlluence, from wbom- 
soi^ver it proceeds. I have nothing to say in favor of Ryots who accept 
advances only to embc/zle tlicm, or of Zemindars who, for selfish and 
fraudulent ends, instigate the evasion of the mutually beneficial and 
mutually acceptable engagements of Planters and Ryots : but I cannot 
convert dis^?ent into fraud, nor can I presume that tlie profits of a favor- 
able speculation are, in the eyes of Zemindars and Ryots, to bo derived, 
not from carrying the speculation to a completion, hut by contemning 
the "crop and inpurring the perils of misappropriating the Planter's 
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advnnccR. Mr. Beaufort states, but does not attempt to account for, the 
mutives of Zemindars in instigating Kyots to evade their Indigo agree- 
ments. In this District such interference is comparatively rare ; but 
supposing it were not so, and that the fact is as asserted, it cannot be 
without a purpose that Zemindars o])posc the cultivation of Indigo. In- 
deed they can assign no stronger reasons than the Pubna Ryot himself 
assigns, tJiat Indigo ivS a losing crop : l)ut besides, the Pubna Zemindar 
may be influenced by other motives which it is as just as it is imj^ortant 
to ascertain. That ilic Zeniiiidar slionld seek a share in tlic Ryot’s ad- 
van(?es for ihe adjustment of Ids rent is not censurable. Probably, when 
the advance is made, seven or eight months of the Revenue year have 
gone. The advance is all that the landlord secs in the shape of harvest 
to cover his claim ; and when the real harvest is cut well into the second 
year, far from yielding rent to the Zemindar, it may he and often is 
larg(dy iusunicumt to balance llic Planter’s pre-payment to the Ryot. 
Ami surely in the mere matter of misappropriating advances u})on which 
Air. Beaufort lays so mmdi stress, and whiidi it is the express purpose of 
his letter to hriug within the cognizance of the Criminal Law, the remedy 
is in the hands oi'tlie Planter. Let him not advance at all. He knows 
that Zemindars ami people are unmist akeahly averse to the engagement 
he binds the Ryot ])3^ Let then the Ryot cultivate his land in his own 
way, with Indigo if it he prolitahle, and witli advances, if advances ho 
desirable to him, paid at the risk of those who are willing to accommo- 
date him. It is llie Inisiness of the Legislator to exhaust, not to increase, 
the opportunities from which spiing public crime. 

10. There is no advantage in an ad\anec itself. It is notoriously an 
expensive incumbrance. A Ryot who, from his own I’osourcos, pays his 
rent, supports his family and cultivates his rice, his dal, his jute, and his 
oil-seeds wit.lnvit advances, is far more prosperous than a Ryot, who 
cannot do the same things without horrowed money. It is not the 
apparent temporary convenience that the Ryot’s ])rorit for the year l>e- 
gins and ends with. To bo sure in Indigo the advance is too often the 
Ryot’s whole harvest. But I speak just now of the general uses of 
advances, upon which there is much misapprehension. It is not the 
advance but the completed harvests of the whole year that determine 
the prosperity of the Ryot. He is not prosperous, he is not benefitted, 
if the debt scored against him exceeds the crop which he is supposed 
to have reaped. And, again, the advance is itself nothing, except it be 
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the representative of rent and food and wages : and more happily 
these sources of wealth may be permitted to represent themselves. 
Without an advance, as with an advance, a Eyot may buy cattle, till his 
land and pay his landlord’s rent ; but this is all outlay on his part, 
a means to an end ; and it is by measuring his in-coming croj) only that 
we can congratidatc him or his country upon the resources he is supposed 
to be the instrument of developing. An exhausting crop may impoverish 
the people as well as the soil. 

11. The superfluous assistance of an advance when it is not needed is 
too much confounded with the useful ends it is calculated to promote 
when it effectively works up waste land, or encourages the people to 
adopt a more remunerating agriculture. But neither of these condi- 
tions applies, in a general sense, to Indigo. Hear what the Pubna 
Ryot says : He says he is prepared to cultivate liis ova'ii land; it will 
not therefore lie waste by the withdrawal of the Planter : and what is 
more, he is persuaded that the products he will himself cultivate will 
pay him better than Indigo. Under such circumstances, it is a striking 
scientific error to commend or justify the employment of advances. 
Capital superlliiously spent is mih-sjicnl ; and labor mis-directed is lost 
and wasted. I need not say that I do not de})reciate the value of 
Indigo. To some it is a source of great gain. And 1 do not doul)t 
that even the Ryot’s reluctance to cultivate Indigo may be eoneiliated, 
and the Zemindar’s opposition overcome, ]>y the recognition of the Ryot’s 
right to retain a profitable interest in the produce. 

12. It is not clear how much of the rescinded ])rovisions of Regu- 
lation V. of 1830 Mr. Beaufort proposes to re-cnact ; 1 suppose only 
Section HI., which embodies the offeuce amenable to Ihc IVlagistrale ; 
but this Section is confined to the omission to sow or cultivate Indigo, 
while in the second paragrapli of his letter Jlr. Beaufort speaks of the 
fraudulent transfer of a crop as if non-delivery wore by the same Law 
a yuuishablc offence. But it seems to me impossi])lc that the Legislature 
should confine itself to the re-cnaetment of the rescinded provisions of 
Regulation V. of 1830. This would resemble far 1;Oo closely the re(*og- 
nition of a nudim pactum, whereby all the obligation should be on one 
side and all the protection on the other. It seems to me that, in afford- 
ing summary facilities for the cultivation of Indigo, we are bound to be 
satisfied, both that wo do not aid blindly an unacceptable and inecjuitable 
engagement, and that the Planter should fulfil his part of the stipulation 
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under the same penalties that we suspend over the Ryot. Let it be 
that the Ryot is bound to cultivate what he agrees to cultivate. 
But there is more to be seen than that : is his agreement free : is his 
advance fairly enjoyed by him : is he made to sow land measured by the 
common standard: and as to the delivery of his crop, shall he be 
required to deliver plant at the rate of four bundles for the Rupee, as 
accepted in one Factory, or six bundles to the Rupee as taken in another — 
an immense difference to the Ryot; and who, under the provision of the 
Law, shall see which rate is most equitable, and that neither is exceeded ? 

13. In fine, I think tliat those who are interested in the cultivation 
of Indigo should, for the legitimate ynomotion of tlieir objects, look to 
the good-will and to the prosperity of the people, and not to the special 
encouragement and countenanee of exceptional Laws. 

Fvoni J. S. TonnEXS, Esq., Bes.sions Judge of the 2-1-Pcrgnnnahs, to the 
Sccrefary to the (Government of Bengal, — (Xo. 11, dated the 15th 
.Taimary 1855.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE tlie honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
with enclosures, as per margin, and to suhiuit for consideration of the 
D.'xtcHl Ittli December 1851, HoiPble the Lieutenant-Govornor what 
No. 3U70. appear to me tlie principal objections to the 

recqpmcndaiion contained in the letter of the Joint Magistrate and 
Deputy Collector of Pubna, of the 26th October, No. 90. 

2. The primary ground on xvhich the re-enactment of the Penal pro- 
visions of Regulation V. of 1830 is advocated is, that a civil proceed- 
ing is so tardy, that to be secure from pecuniary loss, by the evasions 
of contracting cultivators, the Planter is liable to be compelled to re- 
sort to physical force, that is to say, a breach of the peace, and defiance 
of the Law. This reason seems one of the worst possible which an effec- 
tive Government could acknowledge as the ground of a special Law Jn 
favor of any particular class or body of speculators ; and though, no doubt, 
the tardiness of civil proceedings is very great, the evil has of late been 
materially remedied by improvement in the Law, and in the character of 
our Native Judges, and these improvements are still progressing. Like 
objections to the English Civil Courts have long existed, so much that 
tardiness in obtaining redress and extravagance of justice in them’* 
are assigned grounds for recent changes made, but never have been 
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tjiken as f:jronncls for spooial Penal enaetmiMits on 1)o1ialf of pjivtieulaf 
elasscs. That my remarks on this head may not ap]>ear inai)p1ical)le, X 
may mention lliat I havx" known instances <d’ apjx'als from the jndi;*- 
monls of Moonsilfs heinjj^ docided nearly, if not within the tiim* IhiHt in- 
veslio^ations on appeals in Act IV. eases have l>een pending*; audit 
sliould by no means be supposed that the desire of baviiii;- w hat are really 
Civil cpieslions disposed of summarily in a Criminal (k)urt, is solely 
attributable to tTie true and iuhmiited objections to tlio ])roccdurc of tluJ 
Civil Courts. 

3. Furl her reasons assigned for the advocacy (jf spe('ial provisione 
in favor of the Planter are, that the causes for wdiich tlie Li\w w^as 
repealed are not apparent, tliat ^here weie no abuses ])ra(*ti«Hl und(‘r 
it when in force, and lliat the body of I’lanters (‘ontaius many high- 
principled gcnitlemen wlio wouhl not be guilty of abuse. On Ihese T 
may observe, that one reason for the Law having Imvui r<*pealed may 
perhaps appear in the fourth paragraph of tlie Joint iM agist rat (‘’s letter 
itself, as it is there stated tb;it the ena(*tui<‘nt w'as had reoonr.NO to 
under the then sj)eeial ])()'-ilion of the body, in wdneh i>osiiion it is 
not pretended they are now placed. Next, I do not think that it I)c 
admIUed that the Law was abused, as compulsory advances prevail- 
ed to the greatest extent, wliilst the aid and provision which the 
Law contained for calling in such a corrupt Pol iiv, as tlie ('lass of tln^ 
Natives from wliicli they must he taken leave at disposal, plac(Nl 11nPlKy<;t 
wholly in the power of the Planter and his jM‘o]>le, and cvim, from the 
very system, led to adravs, lu‘lwi\t him and the Zemindar^, tln‘ more 
outraL>(^ous and coinplit'ated from the inlerfcnuK'c of the Polic(‘ which tin’* 
Law was framed to admit of. This, I apjmehend, w'as also a reason for 
the ri*]X‘al, as well as tin* cinnunstance of the Ji(*gi^>lature liaviiig placcil 
the European Planter, in respect to the tenure of land, on a looting with 
other classes. 

«4. I cpiite admit, as well as tlie Joint Magistrate, lliat tlm body of 
Planters containH gentlemen of excellent principles and conduct, wdio 
W'ould not abuse privileg(*s given them; hut though this he tin' casi', I 
believe they have ver}" generally to entrust their affairs, and the matter 
of advances in particular, to a very Iteentious and unscrupulous class of 
Natives; and that the body of Planters, even where the best intentions 
exist, are much in the hands of such a. class as I describe is, I think, 
undeniable. 
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5. Aiioilier roa&on assigned for the re-eim<.*tin(*ii( is, lliiii it is fo the 
Zi^inindars only, not the Ryois, to whom Tndi^o (‘ultivatioii, as now 
<'arru*d on, is disiasteful. 1 am not of opinion thal this is the case, and 
ind<‘ed the latter part of the para^Taph in the Joint ^la^istrate’s letter 
whi(*h represents the al)ove, would appear contradicted by the close of the 
same, as in the words noted in the margin.* It is, T submit, but rii»]it 

that a Ryot should Ix' allowed to cultivate 
There is no doubt Imt that i- i it i i x i. x 

ho hns, whothor roa^onal.ly or but OUOO ll.> 

nuronM)U5il)ly, a c/rcat arcrsion has received advaiK*(»s, the agents of the 

(o rndi(jQ, Planters setdv to dei)rive him of this option, 

and to allot and parcil out the land for their own objects. No Ryot can 
wish oufi/ to cultivate Indigo, and wlum he really lakes advances, an 
obligation of eiiltivation oC any spot in his holding i^^; not either what 
only he himself willingly will agree to, or what liis landlord, 
e^er?ising only a l<*gitimate intlueiK'e, is disposed to ene<>urago him in. 
These (‘inaimstaiu'cs leave it the mor(‘ desirable tliat the performanee of 
the contract should 1)0 enforced only by civil ])roceedings, and if 
voluntary eont raids only are those which are (‘omplainoil of as habi- 
tually broken, looking on such contracts lor Iinligo cultivation like all 
other similar conlraids, it semns inconsistent to 
parat;iaph of the Joint se(‘k to repeal i t he advance to a partv who lias 
^lagistraies letter. once faibnl in contracts he had engaged f<»r. 

Ck The dilfu'ulty of Planters obtaining land of their own i^ anollun* 
reason on which the Joint Magistrate’s recommendation is based. On 
this, and his remarks on the point, I obserM* that it is natural, and what 
is the case in all countries, that existing landlords should ilesire to retain 
lonlship over their own lands as long as in tlieir ])o\\cr, and if Planters 
wish for laud they should ot‘ course ]>ay the price it will bring, and ought 
to be encouraged to seek to do this, or to establish wholly amicable rela- 
tions with the Zemindars and Hyots, rather than force advances where it 
must be knowui that they are distasteful to either one or the other ; s(> 1 
believe Planters who have thriven best in the end have done, and with 
others, desire of rai»id and sudden profits on euUivalion — on however 
litigated a tenure, and how eviT extended, so it oiler pros])eets ol’a sudden 
and inordinate profit — lies at the root of the evil, and is the system which 
has, in fact, mainly originated and continued both the distaste which 
exists on pari of the Nati\(‘b to the cultuie, and the ouliagcs which me 
the result. 


8 
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7. Ill respect to wliat is represented by ilie Joint Magistrate in his 
] 1th paragraph, as to the proposed Atfray Act tbrnung another ground 
for the re-enactment he advocates, I suhmli. that the proposed Law 
appears to mo .as calculated to a (ford })rotection, nob the reverse, to 
steady and pcaccalde Planters of the class 1 liave referred to in the 
foregoing remarks ; and that eventually they will acknowledge this 
when the new Law has been under operation ; and thus, instead of its 
enactment calling for an accompaniment of the special and unusual 
penal provisions contained in Kegnlation Y. 1830, it will, in my mind, 
do the contrary. 

8. I have only now to notice tlie precautionary measures ofllegis- 
Iration proposed in support of the expediency of the re-enact rnent, and 
to state that a regular and well-contrived system of Registration would 
undoubtedly be a great protecUon to, and i)revent litigation respecting, 
all contracts ; but if such a measure is adopted, so far trom its being, a 
reason for special provision fur any class, it sliould be the reverse, and 
should be extended to all, though, I trust, never under such agency as 
has been provided in the Mofussil for the sale of distrained property, 
one similar to which the Joint Magistrate proposes should be partly 
employed. 

From G. Ik Yule, Esq., QfTieiating Judge of Rungpore, to A. W. Russell, 
Esq., Under-Seeretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 4, dated the 
20th January 1855.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the lionor to acknowledge the renteipt of your lettor 
No. 3079, of the 11th December last, with enclosures, rei[uesting my 
opinion on IMr. Beaiifort^s suggestions regarding the re-enactment of a 
Law for summarily enforcing the performance of contracts entered into 
for the cultivation and delivery of Indigo. 

‘ 2, Granting that exceptional legislation of this nature, to the extent 
of rendering the breach of a civil contract puniKshable as a criminal 
offence, is allowable in certain cases, it is necessary, on asking for such 
legislation in any case, to show some good ground for departing from the 
general principle of Law; and I do not think any such ground is shown 
by Mr. Beaufort. He states that the passing of the Law of 1830 
probably saved Indigo property from utter destmetion, yet that there 
^’pre few compkints and convictions under it ; that it was supposed to 
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have kept matters quiet ; no eomplaints were made ag'aiust and its 
recision (in 1885) has led to a full harvest of' quarrels (paragraphs 4 
and 5); that the Civil remedy being tedious and expensive is not had 
miourse to, physical Ibree being found preferable (paragraph 7) ; that the 
llyots can find no advantage in the bj’cach of contract to which they are 
instigated by the Zemindars, and yet that these Ryots who are always 
glad to lake advances have reasonably or unreasonably a great aversion 
to Indigo, believing that there are many crops which yield a more certain 
as well as a larger profit (paragraph 8) ; that the Ryot, backed by the 
Zemindars, docs not cultivate, and the Planter to save himself must either 
use force or buy over the Zemindar and his agents or take farms of the 
villages at losing jummas (paragraphs 9 and 10) ; that for the sake of 
peace, the Zemindar's exactions are generally consented to (paragraph 11) ; 
but some Zemindars are not to be so pacified (paragraph 12) ; and finally, 
that <arms, even attended with a loss on the rent, are generally desirable 
on account of the profit accruing in freedom from quarrels, and in the 
power whiA a farmer has over the Ryots. 

8. Without disputing any of these statements (though some of them 
certainly admit of dispute,) I may fairly say that there is nothing in them 
to show the specialty in Indigo contracts wliich renders a summary penal 
Law to enforce their execution more necessaiy than in the case of con- 
tracts for other products of the soil. The great crops of Bengal Rice, 
Sugar, Silk, Fibres, Oil -seeds, &c., are advanced upon to an extent to 
which Indigo advances can bear no comparison : the advancers would, 
doubtless, be glad of the aid of a summary I^aw, but still the Ryots 
generally fulfil their contracts without being compelled to do so either by 
bands of armed men or bribed Zemindars. 1 fully allow that the 
necessity of keeping up extensive buildings and a large establishment 
renders a breach of contract by the Ryot more injurious to the Planter 
than it is to the advancer on produce wliicli requires no manufactory 
process t-o fit it for the market, but that is no reason for changing tJxe 
Law in his favor, and if it was, it applies to Silk, Sugar, Lac, and other 
branches of trade as well as to Indigo planting. Bui in all these trades 
there is no general complaint that the Ryots will not fuHil their con- 
tracts ; why should Indigo planting be an exception ? I believe there is 
only one answer to that question, aud that is in Air. Beaufort's words, 
because the Ryots reasonably or unreasonably are averse to Indigo, 
believing that there are many other crops which yield a more certain as 
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well as a better profit. 1 cannot account for the universal dislike shown 
to Indigo by the cultivators in any other way. 1 cannot show in figures 
that Indigo is less profitable tlian other crops. The Ryots believe that 
it is so, and they ought to know best. Tliey take theadvaiu‘os under pres- 
sure of sonic kind or other, and having satisfied the present necessity, 
endeavour to escapi^ from what tliey know to be a losing contract. The 
mere fact that an Indigo ccmcern can afford to ])ay large sums to a 
Zemindar to iDduoe liim to refrain from opposition shows that there is 
not fair unconstrained dealing between the Phuiter and the Ryots. In 
the outset of a new speculation, the parlies wlio first, enter on it, or in 
case of a monopoly, the monopolists, may make a jiroilt i‘ar exceeding that 
of those with whom they deal, or the ordinary average of mercantile 
profits, but as soon as any branch of trade becomes open, and all arc free 
to enter on or to refrain from it, the profits become pretty fairly equalized 
among all engaged in it: and no one will continue it who docs noi. get 
a fair share ; but here is a trade carried on for nearly a i*enlury, where one 
jiarty is enabled by his profits to pa}^ largijly, in addition %> a most 
expensive agency, one or more third persons, not for d<nng anything to 
help Jiim, but merely that they may do nothing to oppose him, while the 
other parly cannot be persuaded to remain in the trade by almost any- 
thing short of actual force. In buying off a Zemindar I consider the 
Planter simply purchases the power of turning his Ryots, so far as Indigo 
is ooneerned, into slavtjs, who are expected to work not only without any 
share in the profits of their work, hut at a real loss, unless wo arc to deny 
to the Ryot the ])ower of judging for himself as to what crop pays 
him best, 

4. The Zemindars or their agents often doubtless encourage the 
evasion of Indigo contracts. They think the cultivation unprofitable to 
their Ryots, who they know detest it, and they dislike the influence 
which a Planter acquires in their estates, and the cheek winch he more 
or Jess, according to his character, puts on their misdeeds ; but I believe 
their general reason for opposition is, that they find it profitable ; the 
Planter for his own interest must give them a share of the profits ho 
makes out of the Rj’ots in their estates. 

5. Formerly the unwilling Ryots were compelled to cultiv^ate by the 
fear of violence; then it was found. bettor to pay the Zemindar; now 
it is thought the Magistrate will be cheaper than either; but I 
trust no Law will ever be passed to increase the profits of 
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Indigo ])laiiiini^ by oppressing still more those wlio sntfer enough 
already. 1 have had many intimate and most esteemed tViends amono^ 
the Planters, and have some still, and 1 like them as a (*lass. I know they 
do not believe that the Pyot is unfairly treated, and it was with no 
pleasure that 1 lon^ ao'o found myself forced to come to that conelusion. 

G. 1 have omitted to mention a (fifforence between eontraets for 
Indijj^o plant and those f)r other produce wliicli may have some little 
etfiMjfc in adding to the Eyot^s dislike of Indigo : by tlio terms of an 
Indigo contract (I speak under eurrcction), and, indeed, often by tin' very 
necessity of the case, the Pyot must oive the \\ hole of his liidin’o ]dant 
to the Factory at the same tlxed rate; in eontraets f)r other prodiu'c the 
Ryot only agrees to repay the ad\anee witli interest, 6^i*., in cash or 
in produce, at a fixed or tlie market rate, while all the sur^dus is Ids owni 
to dispose of as he pleases. 

From \V. T vviiTn, F^Q., diidge of Shahahail, to tlie Fiider-Sc(Tetarv to tlu* 
(jrovenimeni of lleiigal, — (Xo IG, dated the 2oth Januar\ ISdo ) 

Slif, 

'Wiiii reference to your letter Ko. .‘3070, dated 1 lib DecM?nibor 
185 1, with its enclosures, requesting me to gi\e my o])inion in regard 
to the suggestions of ^Ir. Beaufort therein contained, I liave the 
honor to observe that I cannot hiing mjself to assent to the cxjiedicncy 
of the measure pro])osed. 

Exceptional legislation for the henefit of a class is so directly at 
variance with all sound prim ij)lcs of Government, tliat however expo* 
dient it may appear at a ])articular time, a prudent Statesman will, I 
conceive, alwa\s view it with disfavor. 

But when it is proposed to convert a civil w’rong into a ciime for 
the advantage of a mere section of the (*omnuinily, the objections to 
it are immeasurably enhanced ; and in my humble opinion nothing hut 
imperakive necessity or a groat and unquestioned public good ccnild 
justify even the consideration of a measure so repugnant to the spirit 
of modern Law and universal Justice, 

1 have had hut little experieuee in dealing with the disputes wdiieh 
Mr. Beaufort refers to, but it appears to me that a more legitimate 
mode of enforcing the contracts between the Indigo Planters and Ryots, 
might be devised by rendering the Civil process actual!// , instead of 
nominally, summary/^ and (to prevent the judgment wdien given in 
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favor of the rianttM* from being nugatory) l)y giving him a lien on 
Ihe produce of the Kvot^s field, whatever it may he, on proof of such 
Uvot having taken an advance for the cultivation of llie said field with 
Indigo. 


From Gfa)BOE Lo( n, Fsq., Otlieuit#ng Judge of Purneah, to A. W. ItrsSHi.ii, 
Kso., Fnder-Seeretarv to the (hweinment of Pengiil, — (Xo. 27 , dated 
the 21st danuarv 18oo.) 


I livvi; the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 1 1 th Decenihcr 1851 , No. 3079 , with 
eiul.,.sures,x- a.ul in rc.ply .late 

st'uibin 18)1, t(» Suct.n> t** tluit, ow iiio* to t lu‘ peculiar i'ircuiiistance^ in 

(loxeimuont ot 

Oui)> oi .1 letu'f itoui .loint M.i- which the Wautoi' is i)hi(‘cd, some peculiar 

^iKtr.ite t>t 1 ubn.i, to C’ounnis'-ionti ^ ^ 

ot Kajshdlni'. datoJ 20 iii oaoboi provision for his prote(‘tion as regards Inuigo 
isvi, * * 

contracts should he mad(‘. Were he subject 
to loss only through failure of crops, or the ordinary neglect of Ryots 
to fulfil their eugageiu mt*-, he ought to ho Iclt to proleet liimself as in 
other <5ontracts. But w here the breach of eoiiti act aristas, as it does in 
most instances, through the iiilluenee of thinl parties whom he cannot 
reach, some more elieetual means of protection and redress should he pro- 
vided than are aflbrded by tlie ordinary proi'css of Law. Even, wdth a 
decree in his favor, the Planter does not get redress.^ lie never can recover 
li'om the llyot the value of the produce lost to him by the Ryot’s breach 
of contract, and very seldom is he able to recover the amount of his 
advances; and what a process he has to go through before he can 
obtain a decree, and when obtained, how diflicultto execute it eflectually 


and speedily. 

2. Suiiposc no obstacle to the trial of a suit in the Court of first 
instance to exist, the case might be disposed of in three months. Then 
comes an appeal which, owing to the number of cases on the fiio, and 
pressure of other business, cannot be heard for months, and when 
brought up is liable to be remanded for retrial, and further time is lost. 
If the appeal be disposed of, there still remains a special appeal, and 
the facility with which this is admitted, renders the temptation to make 
it very strong ; and if the Ryot be under the influence of third parties, 
anxious to injure the Planter, this appeal will doubtless be made, perhaps 
not so much with4he hope of getting the original order reversed as to 
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cause delay and to prevent the Planter taking steps to execute his decree. 
It may be said that, as interest on the amount decreed is accruing, the 
Planter really sufTers no injury by the delay. But he does sutler, for tjm 
delay enables the llyot to dispose of all his proj)erty, and the Planter 
finds nothing wherewith to satisfy his decree, and he is chary of 
imprisoning the defaulter as it only entails on him the further expense 
of his keep while in Jail. It may be said that alienation may be 
prevented //7d? by attaebmciit under Regulation II. ISOd, but 

this attachment cannot be made without proof of intention to alienate*, 
and it is very difficult to obtain proof of such intention by any overt act 
of the defaulting Ryot. 

8. Suppose, however, under the best circumstances, the suit is un- 
defended, and the Planter gets a decree in three months and no 
appeal is made, and in execution he attaches the property of the Ryot, 
qms^sting of huts, grain in store, crops on tlie ground, entile, &;c., what 
follows. Notification of sale is issued, and claimants spring up on every 
side. If the claims are rejected by the Moonsiff, then comes a summary 
appeal and with it delay. If the Moonsilf’s order be confirmed, a 
further notiiicatlon of sale is issued, and the riglit and interest df the 
defaulter ill the property altacdicd is sold, and what does it fetch — seldom 
suflicient to lujuidate the amount decreed. 

4. The above remarks are of course applicalde to all suits brought 
forward in the Mofufsil Courts, but there is tliis peculiarity in tbc 
transactions of the Planter which tells hard against him. Contracts 
with Ryots for the ordinary products of the earth are on a small scale, 
and the risk to the party making advances is not so great, and the 
Ryot has generally sufficient i>roperty from which loss maybe recovered; 
nor is there any undue inlluence employc^l to make the Ryots break their 
engagements. But the Planter is obliged to make large advances, and 
has no security but the good faith of the Ryot, who is at the heck and 
nod of liis Zemindar or Mahajun. lie has a large interest at stalce, 
and can never recover the loss incurred by failure of the llyot to meet his 
engagement. I may here instance the powerful influence a Zemindar 
has over his Ryots. When 1 took charge, as Magistrate of Nuddea, the 
Rajah of Berharapore had a quarrel with IMcssrs. Hills and Wliitg, and 
forbad’ the Ryots to cultivate Indigo, and not a man for miles round 
certain Factories would take advatvees. I proceeded to the spot, exammed 
many of the Ryots, they had nothing to complain of, a'bknowledgod that 
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they reeeivoil liberal advaiiocs, but said they would not cultivate Indigo 
any more^ though they had done so lor years. Nor were Messrs. Hills 
und White able to make advances until thov had taken the Mchal in 
Putnee and paid a liandsome snlatnee to the Rajah. It the influence of the 
Zemindar 1)0 siinieient to prevent Ryots taking advances, very little 
exerti(ui of tliat inlluenee is, I apprehend, sufneieni to make them break 
their contracts, and it is from the etlects of this baneful influence that 
the Planters ought to be protected, for they cannot, under any circum- 
stances, obtain redress against the real party who eaiis('s tlieir loss. 

5. Inhere is of coarse danger that the Law may Ijc abused if breaches 
of Indigo contracts are made ]>unishahlc as misdcmoanois. The records of 
the Criminal Courts might be able to show whether the Law, when in cxisi- 
eiiee, was enforced fre<juently or nut, and whether it wais found to be min^li 
abused : false or groundless eoinplainfs miglit be made piinisliable l)y line 
commutable to imprisonment, and the introduetlfui of a system of Ifegis- 
iration might prove some ]»roieetion to tlie Ryots. Agreements are 
taken from t he Ryots at a certain season of tlio year. Any Planter wash- 
ing to benefit by the Law should be obliged to register all agreements at 
that particular season w^ithin a certain time after execution, and no 
prosecution should he allowed on an imr<*gistered agreement. Oni* 
point would hereby be gained. It w'oiild be clear that the deed w^a.s 
executed about the tira (4 it purported to be wu’itten, and was not proi>ared 
Ibr the purpose of being filed at the lim%. the prosecution w^as 

instituted. A sliding scale of Re- 
gistration fe(‘s rniglit be introduccMl 
as per margin, and all jiroseeiition 
should he lirought forward witliin 
the year, or immediately after tlui 
close of the year, to which the coii- 
tra<it relates. Considering the ignorance of the class of people who take 
advances, it might be expedient to limit the agreements to one year, and 
to prohibit the introduction of, or render nugatory, such clauses as the 
following: — ^Hhat if the advance l )0 not covered by the quantity of plant 
delivered, the Ryot will still continue to cultivate Indigo.” Such a 
))roviso is easily introduced into the body of the agreement without 
the knowledge or consent of the Ryot. 1 am averse to putting any 
unnecessary legal restrictions on contracts, and were the mass of the 
people at all educated, I would not make the suggestion. 


If the amount advanced or arro.ir 
W'iUi, or witho\it advance, do not exceed 
Knpees 10 Fee 2 annas. 

Ditto 25 „ 4 „ 

Ditto 50 „ 8 „ 

Ditto 100 „ 12 „ and for 

every Hiipeos 25 above Ks. 100, 1 ami^s. 
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0. I would, in conclusion, refer to Section V. Ilcp^nlatlon VI. 1823, 
which relates to suits for the recovery of Indigo advances. The Law re" 
(juires that tliese eases should be disposed of as summary suits ; but tlie Law 
is almost a dead letter, Ijccause no advantage can be obtained under it. By 
the time the suit is decided, the Ryot has absconded or disposed of all his 
property. The first process in summaiy suits for rent is the ajiprehcn- 
sion of the defaulter ; might not a similar process be issued in Suits for 
Indigo advances, or else process for attachment of his property to 
satisfy the amount eventually decreed, false complaints being punishable 
by heavy damages? 


Froin^ IL Atuehton, Esq., Oilioiating Jiulgo of Sanni, to A. W. Russrll, 
Esq., Under-Sccrctary to th^ Government of Bengal, — (No. 41, dated 
the 2nd Fehnuiry 1855.) 

Sir, 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 3070, 
of the 1 i'th December last, with enclosures, wliieh has lately readied 
me, requiring my opinion on the suggestions made by JMr. Beaufort 
for re-enacting a Law for summarily enforcing the oxeention of con- 
tracts for the ciiltivatiojjL and delivery of Indigo plant. 

2. Mr. Beaufort considers that the original rule of Regulation 
V. of 1830 should bo re-enactud, and he thinks that every facility 
should be allbrded to persons engaged iu a branch of commerce so 
beneficial to the country at large. He docs not propose to make 
breach of contract for the cultivation of any kind of crop penal. Ho 
does not propose to legislate on any broad general principle. He docs 
not say that any man deliberately evading a contract, freely entered 
into, is guilty of fraud, and therefore deserving of punishment iu tfie 
Criminal Courts. He proposes a special Law for protection of the Indigo 
cultivation alone, and therefore I hold he was hound to show that there 
is some special iniquity in the evasion of an Indigo contract, and that 
the Indigo Planter stands more iu need of protection, and deserves it 
more than the petty Mahajun, who. advances money for the cultivation 
of Rice or Sugar-cane, or any oth<‘r of the common crops of the 
country. 


0 
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!Mr. l^oaiirori remarks tliai Iiuli^’o ciiltivaiion is 1)onc{lciiii to ilivi 
country at large, and I readily admit Unit, it is of immense value to the 
Zemindars in particular, and to tlie Government, because tbe cultivation 
tends to raise the rent of land, and to increase tlie general Revenue* of 
the country ; but I deny that Indigo culiivaiion doe^; the Ryot any 
good, and 1 maintaiti tint, until it he proved that Indigo cultivation 
is specially advantageous to the cultivator, special Laws for the 
onforceinent of couiraets for Indigo cultivation cannot justly he 
enacted. 

d. 1 hold the Indigo cultivation, 'orried on as it iismdly is in 
Bengal, to be a forced cultivation, and this I consider to be proved by 
the admission of every Planter and of every her person I have ever 
conversed with on the subjeet ; tfiat no Ryot, iecei\iiig an advance 
of say 1 0 Rupees, would for* his own profit grow Indigo if allowed to 
grow any other crop. Mr, Beaufort himself, iii the Sth paragraph oi’ 
his report, allows that th.e Ryot has » great aversion to Indigo,'^ and 
why is this, but that tbe Ryot knows Indigo is not a paying crop? 
lie will readily take the ^lant(a’^s moiny wlien lu* can get it, just as the 
Planters themselves and tlieiv masters somt' years ago took money from 
the L'niou Bank, but Hum having secured the ensb lie will endeavour 
to evade a losing bargain biicause he feels that tbe honest performance 
of the contract will protit him nothing; and this is the reason, and the 
only reason, why the Ry<it having lakcn the Planter’s money is so 
easily led away by the Zemindar or other party instigating him to 
the breucli of his engagement. But is the Planter deserving of i)ity ? — 
certainly not. He knows bcifovehaud tliat niiui Ryots out of ten with 
whom he deals are rogues, that they will cheat liim if llioy can, and he 
has tliercforc only to blame himself for putting himself in their 
j)ower. He can easily ]>rotect himself. He has simply to kee]) his 
money in liis own pocket and to hire land where ho can get it, and to 
cafry on the Indigo cultivation by hired lal)or, if he thinks the cultiva- 
tion will pay him. His case no more calls for any special protection on 
the part of the Government than docs that of the Native Mahajun who 
advances money for Rice or Sugar-cane. 

5. Mr. Beaufort’s remarks as to the position of the Planter in this 
country are perfectly true, and it is liis position whicli places liim 
generally at the mercy of those about him. lie has seldom the 
right to the permanent occupation of more than thirfy or forty 
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l>L'cp;alis on wliicli iho I’^jrtovy sland; a capital 

is sunk ill buildinpv wliich are worililctoS willioui land. Tlic Native 
Z(Mnindar o-ivcs liiin l:ind on whi^-h 1o build bi^ Fjiot'ay^ and lluni liavin<^ 
caui»dii liim in tfie trap lakes advanlayo of his position^ as do ^ai;>‘lishincn 
under the same eirciimst.'uiees, and demands a hi<:i^h price for any 
additional quantity of land In? may alKiW liini lo occupy, lie knows 
the llyols dislike the Indij;o <*ullivation on tin* usual terms, and he 
makes furtlior ])ro{it from tin' Planters by aidinp; tlieni to break their 
contracts. The (nmdiict of both Kyot and Zemindar is I'ml, hut the 
Planter has no reason to <*all on tin' ( btvt'rnmcnt to ;L^ct him out of tlie 
difiieullie.s in wliich lie lias voluntarily jdaced liimsell'. AVere Iiidi-j^o 
cultivation generally prulitalde, the Pyot would as ri'adily ^'rovr liidio\> as 
Rice or Sui>’ar-canc, and backed uj)%y the Plaub'r, would re.dtet all inter- 
fi'renee on the part of the Zemindar. Tt is not p nerally spcakin<j: possi- 
ble, find lln'i’clbre he is willing* to turn apyilm-t the Planter. 1 say the eulti- 
vatloii is not p;euerally pos.dhle, beeau*', nndea* eertain rare t irt unislaiiees, 
it ean be earried on williout <!lti!eulty, but tlnit is only when tlie U^ot, 
lias a master, and only called on to yive up a mad pi>rl}n,( of Ids 
laud lor lndie,‘0. Inictories in Peiiyad have <o multiplied that the Plantin’ 
c*annot be sati^lied with a <5f tin* Ryot's land for Iiidipen 

and therefore affrays constantly take ]>lace in t1u‘ attem])t to compel the 
Ryot, eitlier to o*ive up his land for liidip;o or to -;o\v Iamb' for wliii li 
)u' has received advances. 

d. Sluudd the ( lovernmcnt., for the bt'iudil of the Pla.nter, ]).ass a 
s]>eeial 1 jaw for the proioctinn of In<]ij;o eullivation, Air. IleaidbrtV 
‘>ue;ocsl ions in req'ard to the Rci>iNt ration of' (kH'^la should be alleuded to, 
but beino* oj)pos('d to any sucli Law 1 mnnl not eularoe on the details 
wldi*!i mip;ht he required in earryini’’ it into operation. 


Prom C. StuKiJ, Ksq.. Jnde:e (»f Ikieker^un^ua lo tlie Seert4:n'v to the Uoveni- 
meid ot‘ Renu'.d, — (No. I'll, dated tlu' 7th k\ hni:ir\ 

Sir, 

1 UAYU the honor to aeknowlodiJ!;e tlu' reiau])! your letter 
No. '‘5070, of the lllh Dceeinber* ISol, willi its eiulosures, relating 
to the expedieney of re-enaetiiiij;* a 1 jaw for summarily enlbrcinp; the exe- 
cution of eonlraels for the eullivation of Indigin 
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1 iim iiUorly averse to the sysi(*m of liuli^o advaneos, as it 
now prevails, and consider that it sliould be discouraged rather than 
facilities should he given to extend it. None but a Planter would deny 
that the eultivatiou of Indigo was not proiiiahle to the T:lyot. Is it for 
Government to encourage such a system ? Make the cultivation profit- 
able, and the Kyuts will of their own free will and accord, and without 
the enaetment of special Ijiuvs, enter into contracts for the cultivation 
of Indigo as readily as tliey will any other sort of produce, and wdll bt* 
as little likely to break < hell* eontra<*ts as they are when engaging for 
the cultivation of any olber sort of produce. 

Every honest Planter \vlll admit that no Ryot will take an ad* 
vauce unless be is in the last extremity, and that none ever g(‘t ont of 
the Planter’s books who are once in them. The reason of this is plain, 
fndtigo cultivation is ruin to the Ryot. As well might Government 
give countenance and support to the usurious Mahajuii as to the Planter, 
as be now deals with his cultivators. Both Planter and Maliajun n('t 
in the same way — both take advantagoof the Ryots^ necessities, and both 
derive a usurious profit from iluar dealings. Let the JMan((,rs allow to 
the Ryots a fair share of the profits they themselves derive, and there 
will be no complaints that the Ryots arc eternally breakingt their 
contracts. The Natives are not slow in perceiving wliere their interest 
lies, and the Date cultivation is an example, how rc'adily tiny will adopt 
the cidtivalion of an article from which a ]>rofit is likely to be gained, 
and tlicy are not deterred by the knowledge that years will cla]>se before 
they obtain tlie slightest return. If the Ryot received from the Planter 
a price for the plant he delivers that would enable liim to stand the loss 
of a bad season occasionally, he would with greater readiness cultivate 
Indigo than he now does the Date tree and the Sugar-cane, and it is 
solely heeause there is no reeiprocality of advantage tiuit tlie Indigo cul- 
tivation is so iniudi digested. As the Planters then have it in their own 
power to remedy the evil they complain of, they sliould be told to ajiply 
that remedy ; and a liateful and an unfair Fystern, such as the system of 
advances now is, sliould never in my opinion meet with any support 
from Government, 

4. It may well be questioned how far Indigo enltivation, carried 
on as it is now, is really beneficial to the country. A Planter spends a 
great deal of money ; he gives employment to a great number of per- 
sons] his residence in the country is m many ways beneficial to the 
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UoiolilKiurliood in wliicli ho dwollrf— ilioso avoiill (>hvi<ins in1\ nni;io>cs ; and 
it is also veiy true tliat in Indigo DistriotH many a Zemindar o'ols a p^ood 
rent for his Estate from the Planter, promptly piiid, where he formerly 
found it dillicult to collect a small and precarious rent. The profits to 
the Planter on his Indigo enable him to pay a rent above what he can 
himself collect. But if, as I have not the slightest doubt., that the 
Indigo has been obtained on a system ruinous to the Planttn-’s* tenants, 
then however valuable Indigo may be as an artielc of eominer<;e, it. 
would be better for the sake of the llyots if there was not a slick of 
Indigo in the land. 

5. So dilfieult is it to get lands for Indigo that the Planter finds it 
necessary to admit into his partnership tlie lord of the soil. To liiin he 
gives in the shajie of enhaneeil rent the prollt for Indigo, which in 
fairness lielongs to the Kyol, and the Planters have only to give that 
share to the Jlyot to make the cultivation of Indigo as popular as it 
is now the reverse, and they will then not need to lease lands at an 
unfair rate, only that tlu^ may have their Indigo cultivators more 
under their thuinl). 

0. As Planters cy////, Planters do not henefit the country. As Planters 
they certainly introdmaj a crop which is highly remunerative, but they 
take all the proht themsedves, and keep tlie cultivators poorer than they 
would be if allowed to cultivate the poorest deserijitioii of produce. 
Planters who are also Zemindars have two things to look to, tlndr 
Indigo and their Byots. These are the men whom wc may look to l*e 
a real blessing to the country, for their interest as proprietors of th.c 
land makes them careful to protect the Byots, and they cannot ])usli 
Indigo cultivation to a ruinous extent as regards the R.v<its, willmut 
suffering in a like degree themselves. In their hands, a Law making 
the breach of Indigo contracts criminal would be as little abused as it 
would be little used. But the Plant (*r who only holds land that he may 
compel his tenants to raise Indigo for him, is not one whoso power over 
the tenantry ought to he strcnglhcngd. lie cultivates Indigo n])on 
usury, and like every other usurer should he left to the remedy of the 
Civil Court. 

7. It will not be deemed out of place to mention that I consulted 
Messrs. Hampton and lleily on the .subject of Mr. Boaufort^s ktfer, as 
they have both had considerable experience In Indigo Districts. Their 
opinions and those above expressed are identical. 
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From G. 0* (-heap, Ksq., Soj^siuns Jiidu^o of Kajsliiiliyo, to A. W. llrsiSEJ-L, 
Esq., Un(l('r-Secretarv to the Govcnimeiit of Bengal, — (No. 8, dated ilu' 
17th Fehriiary 1855.) 

Siu, 

1 HAVE tlie honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. oOTOjof the llth (jf Deeem1)er last, with its enclosures, calling on me 
to report my opinion on the suggestions made hy Mr. Beaufort, the Joint 
Magistrate of PuLna, for the revival or rc-enactmeni of Sections II. and 
IJI. Beouhitioii V. of is:]{). 

2. These Sections were, I believe, rescinded, with reference to the 
ord{‘rs contained in a Despatcdi of the IloiPblc the Court of Directors, 
dated so far back as the 10th April IS ^1*2. The reasons given by the 
Court were embodied in the JP2nd, 3-*jrd, dlth, 3Gth, 37th and 4 1st para- 
gra])hs of their hdter, and in my Imndde ()i)inion are so (‘oncliisive against 
the re-enaciment, that I do not see how such penal Rules for 1^’eaeli of 
Civil contracts could ever be sanctioned by the Legislature. 

3. Though none of tlic gentlemen who signed tlie Despabdi are now 
in the (k>urt, there can be little doubt that the present AI embers of the 
(k)nri Would unanimously subscribe to the oi)inion recorded by their 
j)rcdece.ssors. 

4. 1 would also beg leave to remark that in this age of Free 
Trade’’ no s})ecial penal enactment for brcaeli of contract for the manu- 
fact lire of Indigo would ever have the .sanction of Parliament, before 
wliom all 4(^48 of the Indian Government have, I believe, to be 
laid. 

5. For the above, and other obvious reasons that 1 do not think it 
nec(‘ssary to state, as it would only be useless oecu])ylng the time of Ills 
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, I am against the re-enactment of the 
Rules of Regulation V. of 1830 rescinded. 


P. 6’. — The whole of the corrcsi|ioudenec tliat took place relating tn 
Indigo manufacture appeared in a Blue-Book published in 1S33, and at 
my suggestion was reprinted by Messrs. Tliackcr and Co. in 183>k The 
Pamphlet is entitled Pa])ers relating to the Settlement of Europeans 
in India ; republished from the Parliamentary Reports, by W. Thacker 
and Co., Calcutta,” — and may still be obtained from them; if not, 1 shall 
be Kiippy to send you the copy 1 have. 
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From I). I. Money, Esq., MooivliriluFad, U> tlio SciMX'hny to iiio 

( jl(>V(^rinn(‘iii of — (No. 80, cliilod ilu* ISoo.) 


Sir, 

I HAVE to apologize for the tlcday which lias ocinirred in tiu* 


Lotirr from Ooinmissionor 
of ilio Uiijshaliye Division, 
No. 402, (ialod tlio ard No- 
vember 1854, to Die Scereijiry 
to the Government of Henj^od. 

Letter from tlie d(/ini Iv];i- 
gistnite and Dt'jndy Golleetor 
of Dubna, No. 00, dated 2(iih 
October 1851, to the t^omniis- 
sioner of the Jhijsbaljye Di- 
vision, 


submission of rej)ly to your letter ((hrenlar) 
No. f‘>070, dated 1 ttli Decamiber 1851, for- 
warding copies of letters as per margin, and 
riMpiesting my opinion regarding the re- 
enactment, as recomim'nded by NIr. Deanfort, 
of Sections II. and 111. of llegnlation V". 
of IS'lO, for the purpose of eiilbrcing the 
exeeutiou of contracts relating to the cul- 


tivation and delivery of the Indigo plant. 


2. It dt)es not appear to me that ]\Ir. Beaufort has shoun good cause 


for the re-enactment of the Sections above mentioned, A\lueh, althouj>;h 


no reason was given, were probably repealed by the (Government as 
j>r(‘ssing hardly upon the Hyot, and giving too miicli power to the Plan- 
Da*. It was a power which was not ])os.sessed l)y those who had vested 
rights in land, tlie })ropriotors of the soil, and should only be delegated 
by the Law to those who speculate in one branch of the commerce of 
tlie country upon clear and undeniable proof of oxigcnc}*, and not 

merely to keep matters (piiet.^^ 

?>. It is a common notion, I believe, in almost every District that Ibc 
llyots arc avors(.‘ to the cultivation of Indigo, and that the agricultural 
community have suffered much from its cultivation. To what extent 
Oiis is true could only be ascertained by a Commission of Iiupiiry. As 
lar as my (wperieneo gotis, there is little or no aversion on the part of 
citluu’ the Ilyot or the Zemindar to the cultivation of Indigo on alluvial 
lands, because they do not yield other crops in (j)\‘aler abundance, and 
such aversion only exists, and excites in the end (>p]>osilion and violence, 
when tlie Planter is determined to sow Indigo upon soil which tin* 
Ryot holieves would give him an exuberant crop and pay him better if 
sown witli paddy or any other seed. Though in many instances, for 
no just cause whatever, the Zemindar may instigate the Ryot to a. breneli 
of his contract, and deserves punishment, yet in cases like the above, 
where the contract is forced while, the aversion exists, the natural 
consequeiiee is opposition, ami the Zemindar becomes the Ilyol’s 
protector. 
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\ . The ol>jcct ti) be attained under the proposed re-eiiaetment is 
eoinpousiition for injury, and this can he more speedily and less vindic- 
tively attained by alteriiii^* IJic Civil Law than by re-enacting a penal 
one. 

5. Redress by suminary suits is iiisuflicient. I would lessen the 
period of twenty days fixed for serving Summons to defendants pnder the 
provisions of Clause "I, Section III. Regulation VI. of 1823 to ten days, 
and I would amend Seeiion V. Regulation X. of 1830, which gives 
j)ower to Judges it) make over summary suits relating to Indigo for 
trial to the Rrineipal Sadder Anieens and Sudder Ameens, by providing 
that Indigo Planters should be allowed to institute suits, according as 
they may value their claim, (/i/rrf. in the Courts ol‘ the Principal 
Sudder Ameen, Sudder Ameen and Moonsilf, instead of by the slower 
process of transfer by the Judge. 

(h Ry Clause 1, Section V. Regulation VI. of jS23, the amoimt of 
penalty in breaches of contract, owing to aceid<‘nt, is regalat(Hl. If to 
every conlrach was attached, as a penalty for its infringement, an estimat- 
ed amount of damages, fixed either with inderence to llie ailvanecs to 
the 11} ot or the quantity of land contracted f(»r, the Planter in a sum- 
mary suit would realize tlic full amount of his losses. ^Vithout some 
such provision it would at any rate take time, even if it would not lie 
diflicult, upon the institution of a sunimaiy suit, to ascertain the amount 
of damages, and delay would ensue in recovering the amount and 
awarding the same to the Planter. 

7. Mr. Beaufort states (hut the civil prosecution of a large num- 
ber of Ryots involves a large expenditure, tlie greater portion of wliieh 
can never be reeovered.^^ 

Section YL Regulation VL of 1823 provides for Indigo suits by the 
same process as suits for arrears and exactions of rent. Section VII. 
of Regulation VIII. of 1831, regarding summary suits for rent, ^ovides 
tlvat summary claims preferred under Section IV. of that Regulation, 
shall be written on paper bearing a stanq) of one-fourth the value which 
would have been required in a regular suit, in spite of which, in summary 
suits connected with the Civil Court, the stump value sometimes exceeds 
the value of the claim. The latter part of that Section, authorizing 
Collectors to take a plaint on H annas’ stamp, where a party is unable to 
pay the price of the prescribed stamp, should be also extended to sum- 
mary suits for Indigo. 
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8. If when the plaint is proved the Planter can obtain a decree 
with costs, and in execution realize the amount decreed, with interest 
and costs; and if by cxpeditin<> the summary process, and lessening the 
expense, he can both speedily and cheaply obtain compensation for his 
losses;* there is no reason to appreliend that alFrays would be the more 
rre(pient consoc|ucnce of the Planter’s ^oin^ to Law, and seeking* its 
redress under such provisions, than if the stringent repealed Statutes 
alluded to were re-enacted. 

9. Very few contracts haveheon registered under Clause 1 Section III. 
Regulation XX. of 1812, although the cultivation of Indigo has increased, 
I concur with Mr. Beaufort in his opinion regarding the Register 
of contracts, and the period at which they should expire. But T sec no 
reason why they should not he, under careful provisions, registered hy 
the Moonsiffs as well as hy the JMagisirate, Deputy IMagistrate and 
Qdlector, and also by the Pergunnali Cazees under Regulation XXXIX. 
of 1798, on the payment of certain fees which might be fixed. 


From J. C. Dodoson, Esq., Magistrate of Rajsliahyo, to A. W. Russui.l, Esq. 
Uiul('r-S(H*retarv io the Goveriiuient of Bengal, — (No. 3, dated the 
3rd January 18o5.) 

Siii, 

I HAVK the honor to acknowljj^dge the rceeij)t of your Circular 
letter No. 8079, of the lith December 1851*, forwarding a copy of Mr. 
Beaufort’s Report on the expediency of re-enacting a Law for summarily 
enforcing contracts for growing Indigo entered into hy the Planters with 
the Ryots, togcUier with a copy of Air. Gouldsbury’s letter on the sub- 
ject, and rc(|uosting me to give my opinion on the mailer in question ; 
and in reply thereto to inform you that I most fully concur in what 
Mr. Beaufort suggests, and for like reasons to those fully given by tlmt 
Officer; for I consider that the re-enactment of Sections II. and III. of 
Regulation V. of 1880 would go a great way in preventing tliuse afirays 
with the Ryots of which the Zemindars are the main instigators. I am 
also of opinion that all contracts of this description ought to be imme- 
diately registered by the persons themselves, and at the smallest pos*sible 
expense to the contracting parties, and should not be held valid in any 
Court unless so registered, nor should these contracts be.enfoiced beydhd 

10 
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the current year, fur if hehl valid beyond that time a door would be 
opened for o}>j)rcssion. 

I consider the Law as it at present stands, by rcferrin<»' llie Planter to 
a civil suit, skives him no protection whatever, ior when a Ryot a-L**rees to 
cultivate, say ten beej^ahs of Indigo, ho generally receives an advance of 
Rupees twenty or Rupees two per heegah, giving no scaairity alter the 
vexatious delay which at present is inseparable from a civil suit, if he 
ol>talus a decree against tlie defaulter, finds that ihe whole property of 
the Ryot is not worth half of the original sum advanced to him, not to 
niciitioii the costs of the civil suit. 

Such being the case I consider that what IMr. Reaufori advocates, if 
carried out, would he of immense benefit to all Indigo Planters, without in 
the least degree being a source of hardship to the Zemindar or his Ryots. 

• « 

From IT. B. Lawfotio, Esq., OiUeiating Magi.^.tj'ate of Xinhloa, to the T 

Secret ary to the Government of Bengal, — (Xo, ol, dated the 121 h January 
1855.) 

Sin, 

I HAVE the lionor to aelcnowledge the receipt of your Circular 
No. S079, elated the 1 Uh ultinu*, and its enclosures, 

2. In reply thei\do I beg to inform you tliat I consider that the 
rc-cnacting of the Law for siiunnarilv enforcing tljo execution ofoonlracts 
entered into for the cultivation and delivery of Indigo wouUl bo a bene- 
ficial measure/ provid.'d that a stringent Lav/ were enacted to prevent its 
abuse, and to prote{;t the cultivator.^ of the plant. 

3. Act V. of 1S30, before the repeal of the two first Sections, was 
altogether in favor of the Planter, and left the Piyot out indy nt his 
mercy, for of course tlio Planter could make the Ryot take advances to 
any amount, and after that have him punished in the evei>t of his refusing 
to sow liis land with Indigo. 

w4. Now there is no doubt that Ryots generally object to the cultiva- 
tion of Indigo : in tlie fir.^t place, wlicii the advances are given, the Ryot 
receives the money with his own haiul, hut l^ei’ore lie has left tlio com- 
pound of the Factory he has been mulcted of the best part of it by the 
Factory servants, so that lie is not much better off when lie leaves the 
Factory than when he Qntercd it. I do not see how this can be put a 
stop to, for though many Planters make the advances to the Ryots with 
th^ir own hauds^ they say that they know the Factory servants lake a 
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certain jiarfc for tliomselv'es from the Ryois immediately ilie money is 
paid. 

5. Then af<^ain Indigo is not a crop which pays, as any lionest Plan- 
ter will Jillow, and veny often, so Air from paying, it is a dead loss .to the 
Ryots ; this being the ease, their antipathy to the crop is not to be won- 
dered at ; moreover if, in a bad season, the Ryot, who has received ad- 
vances, cannot produce a sidneient crop of Indigo to cover those ad- 
vances, the Slim in whicli he is indebted to the Pactory is carried on under 
tlie head of advanecs to him, although lie may receive noilMiig at all. 

G. This is, I think, exceedingly unjust, and in my opinion the Planter: 
ought to have no (laim whatever against the Ryot, after tlio li^yot has j 
sown and delivered tlie erop of the speeitied (juautity of land which he 
(the Pyot) agreed to snw. 

7. It is not the Ryot’s fault if the cro]) turn out a bad one, and if so, 
^'hy* should lie be obliged to bear tlu» burthen of the loss of it : if the 
Planter had sown and cultivated the Indigo himself, and an adequate 
cro]) had not been |)r()diUH'd, the Planter would have had to bear the lo^s 
hiinsdf, and l)i‘(*aiise Hyot has sown the erop, why should lie have to 
bear the loss for the Planter. 

S. AYlien rianters are asked why they do not take the cultivation of 
Indigo into their own hands, and do away with the system of advances, 
they will toll you that it would be impossible to attend proj)erly to the 
operations of a large coneeru ; there may bo some force in this argumon^t, 
but I am quite sure that one reason for their disliking lh<? cull i vat ion is 
the knowledge that tlic loss in a bad season would fiill on tlieniselves 
instead of on the Ryots, 

9. Then again many Planters, instead of apportioning a reasonable 
([uantity of the Ryots’ laud for the (ailtivation of Indigo, will take a third 
or evtm a half Of course ; wlieu this is tlio ease the Ryot’s lime is almost 
wholly taken up with his Indigo crop, and as this docs not pay liim, he 
necessarily becomes a ruined man. 

10. Nowl know of one coneeni in tliis District in which tlic Mana- 
ger only lakes two beegnhs out of thirty for the euliivat ion of Indigo, 
The loss of liis Ryots on that crop theroA)re is so small that it is scarcely 
lelt by them, and it is a loss for whieli they arc compensated by thg pro- 
tection afforded to them by the Factory. I do not mean to say that two 
bcegahs out of thirty is the utmost tliatany Planter ought to be allo^ved 
to take, but if one man can make taking that qiutntlty pay, no one 
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ought, I Hunk, to be allowed to take the excessive quantity which, as I 
have shown above, some arc in the habit of taking. 

]1. There is no denying that the Planters require protection for their 
crops after they are sown, as the Zemindars are constantly stirring up the 
llyots to refuse to sow after tliey have taken advanees, and I tliink that 
the rc-cnaciing of the two first Sections of Act V. of 1830 would he 
pufiicient to piotect their interests, though, at the same time, T think a 
Clause should bo added to Section IV. of the Act (un repealed) making 
it a misdemeanor for a man to plough up his own Indigo after ho has 
taken advances for the crop ; for the present Law, as interpreted l)y tlie 
Sadder Nizamut Adawlut, allows a Ityot to destroy his crop hhuHrJj] aft(;r 
he has taken advances, and refers the Planter for undress to the Civil 
Court. 

12. If a Law such as this he pas'Sed for the iwotection of the Planter, 
there should be a stringent one passed for the protection of the ftyo^^ 
one proviso of which should bo that no Planter should he allowed to take 
more than a certain pro]K)rtion of the llyois’ land for IIjc cultivation of 
Indigo. I imagine that it could he easily ascertained from the Planters 
themselves what a fair proportion is. If any Ryot chose voluntarily to 
take advances to sow more than the legal ([uantity of his land with 
Indigo, and afterwards refused to sow, the Criminal Courts should only 
be empowered to euforco the sowing of the legal fpiaulity, and the Plan- 
tpr might sue the Ryot for any further claims against him in the Civil 
Courts : wilhAiit a proviso of this nature, an agreement would be taken 
from every Ryot to sow any (juantity of land the i^anter pleased, and 
tlie Law would thus heeome a dead letter. 

13. Another feature of this Law should he that if, owing to a had 
season, or any other cause out of the control of the Ryot, tlie produce of 
the land which he had sown did not cover the advances which he had 
received, the Planter should \iiw$ no claim against the Pi-yot on that 
account, it being manifestly more equitable that the loss conse(pient on 
a had crop should be borne by the Planter than by the Ryot who was 
obliged to sow it for him. 

14. If some sucli Law as this were passed for the protection of Plantei^s 
and Ryots, Indigo cultivation would be more popular, I think, in the eyes 
of the people, and the protection afforded to the Planters would prevent 
many of the unseemly outbreaks wldch, at present, are of too frequent 
occurrence in tlie Mofussil. 
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From A. E. EussELFi, Esq., Magistrate of Tirhoot, to A. W. Russell, Esq., 
TInder-Sccretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 20, dated the lOtli 
JanujMy 1855.) 

SlE, 

I HAVE the lionor to acknowledge the receipt of your Circular 
letter, No. *‘3070, dated 1 I tli ultimo, forwarding copies of lettcr.s from Mr. 
Beaufort and the Commissioner of the Raj.shahye Division, regarding the 
expediency of re-enacting a Law, making the evasion of Indigo contracts 
hy Ryots punishable by tlie Criminal Courts. 

2. It appears to me that in some cases the Indigo Planter is certainly 
put to great iiieonveuleucc and loss by the evasion of the contracts 
l)y the Ryots, as tliongh he may obtain a decree against tlie Ryot 
it is very often ([ulte impossible to levy enough from his property 
to cover the expeuse.s of the Law proceedings and the amount decreed, 
but though many of tht'sc cases are .^^o like fraud on the part of the 
Ryots that they might be justly punishable for the oflenee, yet 
taking inlo consideration the fact*that in many parts of tlie country 
the cultivation of Indigo is rather a forced than a voluntary acton the 
part of the Ryot,, as is shown by the fact that scarcely any Factory in this 
District has cultivation in any Mouzah except in smh as are let in farm 
to the Factory, I do not think tliat it is advisable to enact a Law which 
would make the evasion of a contract in many instances forced on the 
Ryot against his nill a matter for punislimcnt under the Criminal Law. 

3. In cases where the cultivation of Indigo is voluntarily undertaken 
by the Ryots, it has often appeared to me a liardship that the Planter should 
have no redress cxcc])t through the Civil Courts, hut in enacting a Law of 
this kind it is necessary to take into consideration the state of Indigo 
contracts in general, and I do not foci inclined, all things being taken into 
consideration, to recommend the enactment of such a Law. 


From G. A. Peppek, Esq., Oftleiating Magistrate of Punicah, to tlie Secretrff*y 
to the Government of Bengal, — (No. do, dated the 22nd January 1855 ) 

Sill, 

In reply to your letter No. o079, dated 14th December 1851, 
and to the inquiry contained in it, I beg to subscribe the following 
opinion : — 

The question at present under CQiisiJeration is, whether an Act, as]3ro- 
posed by Mr. Beaufort, to make the non-fulfilment of n contract entered 
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into by a Ityot subject to summary trial and punishment in a Criminal 
Court would be beneiicial or ollierwise. 

It is universally rubniited that the present state of the Law is defoctive ; 
that it aifords no protection or security to the interests of the riantor, 
and for the ends of justice is totally innde(piate ; that it is much too 
dilatory;, and that rianters avoid resortinjj^ to it^ as it only entails addi- 
tional loss upon lliemselves. Under these einainistanees some new Law 
hecomes ahsolutely nceessary, but it is t[uestionable wlieihor more evil than 
good would not result^ if the Act, as proposed hy Mr. Leaufort, 1)0 ])assed 
without any corresponding check, and I think ]NTr. Beaufort’s j)]an of 
coiilining the validity of an engagement to one ja'ar would not alone l>e 
siiflicient, though an excellent measure in itself. 

Urorn inquiries I find that the generality of Planters would n])prove of 
the proposed Law, hut some have oljeeted on the ground of it giving the 
Planter too much power, and that when formerly it existed it was nmc'*". 
ahnsed. Under these cireiimstanecs it niqiears to me lliat a summary 
process hy Civil Law would he most ad\ isalile, wlicrchy all the advant ages 
proposed hy tlie new Law would be secured without many of its 
ohjections. 

However, on taking the subject into consideration, it appears to me 
that every person voluntarily entering into a com]>act sliould lie hound to 
perform it, or bear the loss ; hut herein lies tlu' difficulty, that it is not. a 
criminal act to decline fahllling a contract; and ^secouJIf/, a Itvot who so 
breaks his engagement and seriously injures the Planter is, generally 
S])caking, a pauper, or at least so manages to dispose of his properly as to 
make it worse than useless to prosecute liim for damages. It not 
un frequently riappens too that the want of ready money makes a Ryot enter 
into the agreement when he is well aware at tlic time tliat he cannot 
fulfil it, and has no intention of doing so, or sows bad grain or at an 
unfavorable season, thereby b oping secure his 

lands for some other purpose.* llowciver, tliese subterfuges and fraudu- 
lent practices of the Pyot, wlicther instigated ])y a neighbouring Zemin- 
dar or by jiersonal motives, prove the inadccpiaey of the present Law, and 
the necessity of some other more summary and more stringent. Put 
again, there is a serious objection to the one proposed. It strikes at a 
great principle, it brings civil acts 'which are cognizant by tlie Civil 
Law within the scope of the CriminabLaw. It tends to make cognizant 
by the Criminal ’Law acts which are not criminal. It interferes with 
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tlic lil) 0 riy of ilic For install co, a Ilyot enters into an agree- 

nK'iit, from wliieli he thonglit a coiax'sponding advantage W()uh1 aecrue to 
liitnself^ Init after all llie fonualilios arc gone through, upon more mature 
rclleetion, lie iliuls tliab he lias been overreached, will ho lie iniprj|()iied 
fur witlulrawlng from such a contract? He finds his contract injurious 
to his interests, perhaps seriously so, ho is therefore willing to hoar tlio 
loss by Civil Law", incurred by the infringement of his contract, provided 
be can save liiinsclf from ruin. ^Vould there lie any crime in liis doing 
so; on the contrary, would it not he a serious infringement of Ids liberty 
to comp(d lum to endure more loss ilian justice roqidres and is necessary, 
and to prevent him seeking wdiat he eonsidens his best interests ? How 
can a man he criminally prosecuted for seeking at his owm cost to hi'iter 
himsc'lf? In my opinion it is only when he becomes williout just cause 
unwilling, or foreknowingly nnalde io hi^ar the loss, and thereby c.asts 
I4^e burden ol’ bis own siiortsightedness intentionally upon another, that 
any crindnality can be ai inched to his act, mid that he might he de- 
servlngly and advantageou: ly subjected for fraud to the Criminal 
Authority. 

besides, as we are administrating for Planters and Zefniiidars, it wmuld 
be as well to consider wdiat it is they vrish to secure. The object and 
interest of a Planter is to secure as imicli labor on as moderate terms as 
])ossible, and for that lairpose be makes advances to the Ilyots. Is he 
not bound to take some precautions previous to doing so, or is lie t(^ 
proceed blindly to work and leave his interests to the ])ro[e(dion of the 
Law". TliC Law protects him wdio seeks to protect hlmseir,»and the Planter 
shviuld not have that protected by an arbitrary Law wdiicli might lie 
secured by an exercise of proper caution. The Planters interest is to 
protect rather than oppress the Pyot, on the p.rlneiiplc that free hilior is 
more productive than forced, and the JlyoPs iuteresl in ino^t cases is to 
adhere to his coiitract. The reason of his breaking it is, tliat he has to 
serve two masters who are generally 0 ]>poscd to ca(*li other, the Zemindar 
and the European Planter, and to salisty the demands of lla^ lorraor, ilie 
llyot enters into fraudulent contracts w"ith tlib latter. The Pyot is to 
blame for entering into the contract, but the Planter sliould, in my 
opinion, exercise move circumspection, and make no advances till he kyow s 
the llyot^s ability to fulfil his promise, and has sufiicieut seeiiriiy ollered 
for its performance. It is, generally speaking, fraud on the one side and 
negligence on the other. But should the Law exist, wiS the Planter be 
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bcuefitted lo ihc cxtont proposed and expected? A Kyot in prison 
cannot return l)iin the crop lie agreed for, and the fear of being snbjeiited 
to RU(di a d('griidatioii may deter all tlic more respectable Ryots Ironi 
t.akii^ any advances or making any such agreements, and so render the 
Law nagalory, Avhilc those only who did not fear the result, and conse- 
quently would not be deterred by it, would work on such tonus. 

There are persons however against whose fraudulent practicesT a 
rianter requires protection ranch more than against the Ryots, and these 
are ill-disposed, unscrupulous and extorting Zemindars, For instanee, 
a rianter has made advances to Ryots for Indigo ; this takes place 
when their lands are under water, hut when tlic season arrives for sow- 
ing, the Planter wishes to measure the land engaged to him, and sud- 
denly finds that a Putneedar or a Zemindar has so intimidated or bought 
ov(n* the Ryots tliat he will not, and they dare €iot, let the Planter 
measure the lands he has paid for, and the only course left the Plant er 
is to do it al all risks, or to pay the rc<]iiired fee of 100 or 500 Rupees to 
the extortioner, Avliether Putneedar or Talookdar or Zemindar, knowing 
well al the same time that the next year will bring a like or increased 
demand. 

There are Native Planters, as well as European; there arc respectable 
men amongst them, hut there arc also some of the most unscrupulous ; 
what is to deter any of the latter from taking advantage of tlic great 
power entrusted to them, unless there is some (‘orresponding check to 
protect the Rj^ot? Limiting the ])oriod of the A^alidity of* the agreement 
to one year, as Mr. Beaufort proposes, only pros(*rIhes a hound to tinir 
authority, hut does not give any sccairity against the abuse of it. From 
these and similar considerations, I would propose a summary civil 
process, otherwise I cannot advocate the proposed new Law without 
some amendments and extension. 

Thus 1 beg to suggest that the Ryot bo only prosecutable in the 
(Criminal Court, and subject to (me montlPs imprisonment in ease — 

Ftrsf , — lie is ])roved to the satisfaction of the Magistrate to have broken 
a good and valid contract, and to liave no personal property or other 
moans whereby the injury inflicted on the Planter can lie remedied and 
his ylaims satisfied. But should the Ryot prove that he possesses 
])roperty, which can be sold lo indemnify the claims of the Planter, or 
tliat he has land which the Planter can use for raising a crop of Indigo, 
and which lie is willing to cultivate or give the Planter to be 
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eultivalotl, or has «ivon good and sufTiuient security so that the 
amount can be recovered^ I would, in that; case, remit the imprison- 
ment and attach the property, pending a decision by Civil Court, 
or else give to tlie Criuiiiial Court the necessary authority to award 
damages. 

iScroj /(//^, — In case the Ilyot has been proved to the satisfaction of the 
presiding authority to have fraudulently made or to have broken an 
engagement, fraudulently, or with a view to his own profit, at the risk of 
the Planter. 

ThlnUij , — In case of having broken an engagement, the Ryot possesses 
no available property or has no sufficient security, which was however 
sudieient at the time of making the contract, (for if insuliicient then the 
fault is the Planter’s for accepting it.) 

Fourthly y — As irnprisoninent of the Ryot will not indemnify the Planter, 
I^woirid i)ropose that in all cases where land could be identified and proved 
to belong to the Ryot, and he liJid no other means of repaying the Planter, 
that the amount of land engaged for in the contract be made over for 
the crop or the season to the Planter. 

Fifthly , — As securities and Zemindars are often as culpable, or more so 
than the Ryots, all persons proved to have aided and abetted the Ryot 
in defrauding the Planter should be punishable by fine, (for instance, two 
Ryots stand security for a third when he enters an engagement witli the 
Planter, and fraudulently assert that tliey possess property, or connive to 
produce property to deceive and induce the Planter to accept their 
security and make the advance). In such a case I would propose that 
not onl}^ the Ryot be afterwards punishable should he break the engage- 
ment, but that the sureties be inudt»lso responsible and subject to a like 
sen to nee. 

Sixthly , — To give protection to the Ryot, I would beg to suggest that, iii 
cases when it is proved to the satisfaction of the Magistrate that the charge 
brought by the Planter against any Ryot is unfounded or malicious, t)*e 
Planter or Zemindar subject himself for every such olfence to one month’s 
imprisonment, and 200 Rupees’ fine or an additional month’s imprison- 
ment, and that the Magistrate be em[)owered to award damages 
to the Ryot from the amount of the fine levied, or from the personal pro- 
perty of the defendants. 

Seventhly ,— no claim for broken contracts be admissible under 
this Act beyond one year of the date of their cngagemeiU. 

1 1 
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Eight Jibj Planters be authorized to measure lauds for the 
amount of whicli they hold engagements. 

All which, 1 still think, might be as well or better done by a Small 
Cause Court than by a Criminal. 

From (r. IlaiGJLT, Esq., Magistrate of Midnaporc, to the Under-Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal, — (No. 30, dated the 29th January 1855,) 

Sir, 

In reply to your Circular letter No. 3079, dated the 11th 
December 1S51, I have the honor to report that no necessity appears 
to me to exist to make the breach of contract by Ryots for Indigo cul- 
tivation a criminal olfence. The Law as it stands, under the provisions of 
Regulations VI. of 1823 and V. of 1830 and Act X. of 183(), is in my 
opinion quite suflicieiit to secure the interests o^the Planters, and it 
would be unreasonable to suppose that a special Law should be passed for 
this class of people, without extending it to all other classes engaged in 
cultivation of other kinds of crops, and who are equally liable to the 
same loss and inconvenience. 

2. It is argued that, from want of such a Law Planters resort to vio- 
lence' to compel the fulfilment of contracts, and that breaches of the 
peace thereby occur. I do not see how the proposed Law would obviate 
this. Under tlie present prevailing system of lattials and armed retainers, 
compulsion would in most eases be primarily resorted to, to save the 
trouble, inconvenience and loss of time necessary for prosecution in the 
Criminal Courts, The prosecution itself w’ould only be of second rate 
importance, and as it were, kept in reserve in ease such other means 
i ailed, or it was seen that for some c^use it would be an un advisable act 
to adopt violence. 

From C. F. Carnac, Esq., Magistrate of Moorslicdabad, to the Under-Secretary 

to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 83, dated the 6th February 1855.) 

SlK, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 3079, dated llth December last, with its enclosures, on the subject 
of contracts entered into for the cultivation and delivery of Indigo plant. 

2. ‘ I have given the matter ray best consideration and conversed with 
several parties on the subject, and althougb I was in the first instance 
inclined to vote ijgainst the introduction of the system of making the 
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noil- fulfilment of contracts for Indigo penal, fearing lest some might 
make it the means of oppressing the Kyots, I have now come i,o the con- 
clusion that, provided each contract be registered regularly, as proposed 
by Mr. Beaufort, the plan cannot help being of considerable benefit J^o the 
Plaiiler, whilst it will not in any way tend to place at the disposal of 
many of the class another instrument of tyranny and oppression. 

3. There is no fear, I think, of the Planters themselves, as a body, 
abusing the Law, if passed ; for I believe them to be a far more enlight- 
ened and better class of men than were in existence when the fornnu* 
Act was passed, but there arc of course exceptions to the rule, and it is 
to provide against their abusing the privilege that some stringent mea- 
sures should be adopted. 

4'. I would suggest, however, that the Act should apply not only to 
contracts for Indigo, but also for supplying cocoons, &c., for which very 
hrrge advances are made l>y those engaged in the manufacture of silk. 

5. It often happens, 1 believe, that a man takes advances for a large 
supply of cocoons according to the promise ol the hvmly or supply. 
Instead, however, of supi)lying the cocoons in question to tlie mauufac- 
turer who has really advanced, he goes and offers them to another, who 
readily takes them oil* his hands, and thereby the man secures a double 
price for his cocoons, at the expense of the party who Inis advanced for 
them. In such a case the loser has no redress except in the Civil Court, 
to which it is not often worth his while to have recourse. 

6. The Contracts, if registered, should be witnessed by two parties, 
not in any way connected with the one advancing the monc'v ; and the 
Registers of such deeds should he appointed by the ]\Tagistra>te in the 
neighbourhood of every Indigo Factory and Silk Filature. 

7. 1 think that the sum of four annas would he a sufficient fee for 
registration, and two annas fur a copy of every deed. Tliis charge would 
noli ]je felt by any one, and would be sufficient to remunerate the Regis- 
ter himself. 

8. Where Police Thannahs are available, I do not see an}' object ion 
to the contracts being registered there, in due form, and noted merely in 
the Razeenamcha to prevent any fraud ; a certain fee might also he allow- 
ed to the scvei'al Police Officers entrusted with the duty. 

9. Where a Moonsiff’s eutclierry is at hand, it would, I think, be 
advisable to entrust bim with the Registration of the deeds in preference 
to the Darogahs. 
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From E. W. Molony, Esq., OflloJaling Magistrate of Jessorc, to the 
IJnder-Socretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 92, dated 
the 8th February 1855.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Circular 
No. 3079, dated the 1 1th of December, with enclosures, and in reply beg 
to forward my opinion on the proposition submitted by Mr. Beaufort. 

2. Mr. Beaufort, after ex])laining that the Blantcr has no remedy for 
breach of contract to sow Indigo but in the Civil Court, goes on to 
show in paragraphs 7 to 13 the evils resulting 1‘rom such breach of 
engagement on the ])art of the B> ot when backed bj' his Zemindar; 
that the expense and tediousness of a (’ivil suit prevents the adojdion 
of that course, and that the Planter is in consecpience driven to compel 
fulfilments of contracts by ])hysical force, lie then proceeds to argue that 
much of this would be prevented by the re-enaetmeiit of Sections 11. and 
III. llegulation Y. 1830; that the Zemindars would cease to instigate 
the Eyots to break their contracts, and that affrays and disturbances would 
be of much rarer occurrence. 

3. Mr. Beaufort correctly states that it is the inierventiou of the 
Zemindars either with a view of extorting money or from personal mo- 
tives of enmity which causes the Ilyots to break oH‘thcir contracts, but 1 do 
not agree with him that the Law he proposes will remedy this evil, though 
it may check it in some measure. In paragra])h 11, Mr. Beaufort says — 

the Zemindar will be driven to the not illegal power he may exercise 

over his Ryots to prevent their taking advances instead of first taking 

and then repudiating them.^’ This will bring the Planter and Ilyots 
into collision and will lead to constant disturbances, and the same sys- 
tem of intimidation will be necessary to make the Ilyots take advances, 
as is necessary now to make them fulfil their engagements ; the power 
of the Zemindar, as instanced in paragraph 12, will not be lessened. 

4. But the question is, not whether the proposed enactment will 
tend to check affrays or oppression ; such a result will never be brought 
about by this or similar Laws, until the cultivation of Indigo becomes 
more tasteful to the Ryots ; but whether it is just and proper to give 
assistance to cause the enforcement of 6ond fide contracts of a nature 
particularly liable to be broken through, and which il‘ not enforced very 
summarily entaihgrout loss upon tlie Planter, This, I think, should he 
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(lone, and I entirely a^rce with Mr. Beaufort in the propositions con- 
tained ill the 141 h to 18th paragraphs of his letter. No person slioukl bo 
]>unisliable for breach of a contract in which all these forms had not been 
observed. 


From F. Beaffout, Esq., Joint Magistrate of Pubna, to A. W. Bussell, 
Esq., Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — ^(No, 114, dated 
the B)th March 1855.) 

Sin, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No, 
3070, of the 1 Itli December last, with its eiK'losures, regarding the sum- 
mary onforeeinent of coutracts for the culliviiiion of Indigo. 

2. Having ex])ressed my own opinion on this subject at full length, 
it would he superlluous for me to say anything more on the subject. Rut 
"I. may ol)S(‘rvc that Mr, (Jouldshury has not entered upon the (jiiestion 
in the ol)jeclions which he has urged to the proposal. The only point 
for eonsideralion is, whether tlie ^'extraordinary and anomalous measure’^ 
is reijuired or nut; and it is hardly a sufliciiuit reason for ignoring it, 
that it merits such epithets. 

3. If the civil penalty be insuflicient, as 1 have already aftempted to 
show, the only resource is to make the breach of faith punishable crimi- 
nally. And if the enactment proposed has tlie ctfeet of j)rcventing the 
disturbances whleli so commonly occur, and so constantly embroil the 
peace of a District, I cannot lor my part see any objection to it in the 
fact that it is opposed to a pre(‘onccived maxim of Law. 
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Mini'te by the Lieutenant-Governor of L'engal, — (datcl the Cth June 185G.) 

I AM desirous of knowing how the late Indigo sowing season 
passed off in tlie Indigo Bistriets with respect to disputes coming before 
the Jragistrates, caused by contending claims to land or complaints of 
non-fulfilment of contract on the one hand^ or of forcible sowing of Indigo 
on the other. 

I wish the several Commissioners called upon to ascertain the facts 
from the Magistrates and to report them to Government^ stating at the 
same time their own and the Magistrates’ opinions whether^ Wiicri^ 
such disputes have occurred, they have been owing to defects of I^aw 
or administration, such as it may be in the power of the Government 
to remedy ; and if so, what arc the remedies they would suggest ibr 
that ])urpose. 

A similar commiinicaiion may he made 1o the Sudder Court in 
order to obtain their sentiments on the subject, and those of the 
Sessions Judfres. 


From C. T. Buckland, Esq., Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
to the Commissioners of the Patna, Bbaugulpore, Bajsbahye, Dac*(\i, 
Chittagong, Nuddea and Burdwan Bivisions, — (No. 2018, dat(id the Ttli 
Juno ISoG.) 

Sir, 

The Lieutenant-Governor is desirous of being informed liow 
the late Indigo sowing season has passed off in the Indigo Districts of 
Bengal, with respect to disputes which have come before tlie Magistrates 
caused by contending claims to land between neighbouring Planters 
or Zemindars, or by complaints of non-fulfilmcnt of contracts on the 
one ‘hand, or of forcible sowing ofinditjo on the other, between Planters 
and Ryots, 
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2. I am dii’cctud, therefore, to request tliat you will ascertain the 
facts of any cases that may have occurred from the Magistrates of 
the Districts in your Division in which Indigo is cultivated, and that 
you will rej)ort on them to Government, staling at the same time, 
your own and the Magistrates’ opinion whether, where any such 
disputes have occurred, they have owed their origin to any defects of 
Law or administration, such as it may be in the ])ower of the Govern- 
ment to remedy ; and if so, what are the remedies which you would 
suggest for that purpose. 


.Vrom C. T. lircKT.AND, Esq., Junior Secretary to the Ooverumenl of Bengal, 
to the Officiating Register of the Sadder Court, — (No. 1701, dated the 
7th June 1S5G.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to forward herewith a copy of a letter this day 
addressed to the Commissioners of 

Patna, Bliaiijrnlpori*, Jiajshnli.ve, Patva, ^ ^ 

Nudaeaaiid l>urd\\MuDivLsiuiis. (Circuit liotej Oil the lliaTg’lll. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor requests that the Court will take the 

subject of ’this communication into their consideration, and will favor 

him with their own opinion on it, after communicating with the Sessions 

Judges of the Districts in which Indigo is cultivated. 
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From 0. Steek, Esq., C\)mmi.ssioner ot* tli3 Chittagong Division, to the 
Secretary to the Govenmieiit of liengal, — (No. IGD, dated the 2ud* 
July 1856.) 

Slll^ 


1 HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 20 IS, dated 7 th ultimo, calling fora report liow the late Indigo 
sowing season has passed off in the Districts of this Division, with 
respect to disputes which have come before the Magistrates caused by 
contending claims to land between neighbouring Planters or Zemindars, 
or by complaints of non-fulHlment of contracts on the one hand, or of 
forcible sowing of Indigo on the other, between Planters and 
llyots. 

2. In this Division, Tippcrali is the only District wdiere Indigo is 
cultivated. No dispute oecurred in the lust Iiuligo season regarding 
Indigo sowings, &;c. Oiily one petition was given on the part of Mr. 
Lamb, comjdaining of anti(*ipated opposition in sowing, but none was 
made, and the Police reported that the sowing had been completed 
without hiudrance, 

6. It would I think be an advantage, if cases for breach of contract 
to cultivate Indigo, under llegiilations VI. of 1826 and Act X. of 18*66, 
were made cognizable by the Moonsiffs primarily, instead of the present 
rule, which makes those cases cognizable by the Zlllah JudgQ, and refer- 
able at his pleasure to the Collector. Lnder certain circumstances the 
necessity for an application to the Judge makes the Law a dead 
letter. The crop is going under Nvater and no time is to be lost in 
cutting it. 

4. Again, if there is no objection to special legislation in favor of 
Indigo Planters, a subject which I shall not now discuss, and the object 
is to remove by all means the causes which lead to affrays between 
planters and Ryots, there should be better provisiou made for this at 
the time when Indigo is to be sown. When a Ryot, who has taken 
advances, meditates disposing of the crop to some one else, the Law 
provides the means of enabling the Planter to obtain the crop ; if a Ryot 
takes advances and will not sow, the Planter’s only remedy is an action 
for damages. But a decree against d Bengal Ryot, every one knows, is 
of ,p.o more value than waste paper. The value of a crop of Indigo is to 
the Planter, on the contrary, much more than three times the amount of 
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the advance,, were that even always recoverable. There is every tempta- 
tion therefore to the Planter to take tlie Law into his own hands and sow 
by force the land which, by contract, ought to have been sown by the 
Ryot. Two things tlien are required, firsts some remedy more than 
nominal to recompense the Planter for loss sustained by breach of con- 
tract ; and secondli/^ some suitable and cllbctive measure to prevent the 
Planter from sowing by force the lands of a Ryot who has taken 
advances and refuses to sow them with Indigo. 

5. I see no objection why a Planter should not be allowed to apply to 
the Court to sow the land, for the cultivation of which he has made ad- 
vances, in the same way as he is, now allowed to apply to Court to cut a 
crop for which he has advanced. Were he allowed to do this, and any 
opposition to him was deedared a criminal oflence, puiiisliable by the 
Magistrate, it would remove in a great measure the fighting which now 
oftert arises at the time of Indigo sowing. If these eases were made cog- 
nizable by the Moonsiils, and a rule made like the one I propose, there 
would he no necessity for the Plantor to take the Law into his own hands. 
The Moonsiir is always close by, his order would enable the Planter to 
sow the laud of a contracting Ryot before the time of sowing passed by, 
and he would have hotter security for the re(*ovcry of his advance than a 
decree for damages. 

G. The Ryot could not justly complain, for lie has done the wrong 
whicdi has led to tlie deprivation of his lands. After the crop has been 
cut, ho should be restored to his lands, and an aecouni rendered to him 
of the expenses incurred by the Planter in the cultivation and reaping, 
&c. If at t he price the crop was bargained to he sold there is anything 
due to the Ryot, he sliould he entitled to it; and if the Planter lias 
suficred any h)ss, he should bo entitled to recover it by a suit against the 
Ryot, and it should be declared that a Planter sowing by force the land 
of any Ryot with whom ho lias a dispute, and without permission 
obtained from the Moonsifl*, would reiidei' himself, and all parlies coai- 
cerned in the sowing, amenable to punishment by the Magistrate. 

Prom J, 11 Yoxin'g, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Burdwan Division, 
to the Junior Bi*eretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 101, dated 
tlie lath July 185G.) 

Sir, 

I iiAVP: the honor to acknowdedge the receipt of your letter 
No. Ji048, dated the 7th ultimo, desiring me to report, f#r the information 

12 
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of the Lieutenant-Governor, how the late Indigo sowing season has 
passed off in the Indigo Districts of this Division. Whether any 
disputes have arisen, and if so, whether they are from defects of Law or 
administration, and if so, what remedies I w^ould suggest. 

2. I called^ on the six Magistrates in this Division to report on the 
subject, and I have just received their answers. In Bancoorah and 
Beerbhoom there have been no such cases, and in Ilooghly and Howrah 
only one or two. In Midnapoor and Burdwan there have been six or 
seven such cases, but all of a trifling description. 

8. Mr. Lawford is the only jVragistratc under mo who has suggested 
any alteration in the present Laws concerning the cultivation of Indigo. 
That gentleman was, as Ilis Honor is aware, for some time in tlie Kish- 
naghur District before he came liere, and liis opinion on the subject is 
therefore entitled to some weight. Dor this reason I bog to forward bis 
letter on the subject in original. 

4. ]Mr. LawfoixVs remarks may be considered under two heads ; frsty 
he thinks the Law hard u]>on the Planter, iiiasmueh as the Ryot, after 
taking advances, may wilfully destroy his own crop,^^ and it is ^^not to 
be expected that the man wlio has made the advances will stand quietly 
looking on while his crop is being destroyed, when he knows that his 
only remedy will be tlie Civil Court 

5. For this state of things, Mr. Lawford suggests a remedy in these 
words — when the Ryot has taken advances, and the crop lias come up, 
let the Planter have the Indigo, and the Ryot the profit of his 
land.^^ 

G. There seems to be some obscurity bore as to the ownorsliip of the 
crop. In the first instance it is called that of the Ryot, and in the 
second, that of the Planter ; and it would probably ])e difiicult to state 
by Law when it changed hands. For instance, supposing the day after 
the sowing the Ryot ploughs up the land before (that is) the crop can 
Ivive appeared above the ground, to whom does it belong ? 

7. But the great objection I should have to legislating in this way, 
would be the interference wliiedi it would necessitate in the private affairs 
of individuals. 

8. ^ The Planter makes advances for the cultivation of Indigo just as 
the Mahajun does for the cultivation of Rice or any other crop. We do 
not interfere to let the Mahajun tal^e the Rico crop, and why should 
we do so for the Planter? If the Mahajun is injured, he has his remedy 
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in the Civil Court, and so lias the Planter. I cannot sec why one should 
be more favored than the other. 

9. Mr. Lawford also considers the Law to bo hard on the llyot, and 
he suggests that, if after receiving advances the crop fails through 
no carelessness of the Ryot, let the Planter bear the loss, and the advances 
which the Ryot has received be struct oil* the books ; he pfented Indigo to 
please the Planter, not to please himself, and that being the case, why 
should he be the sufferer ? 

10. If the Planter chooses to advance his money on these terms, there 
is no reason whatever, it seems to me, why he should not be allowed to 
do so ; l)nt to make a Law enforcing these terms in all cases would be most 
objectionable, in my opinion, 

11. It would also, I believe, be ejuite futile, futile as ilie old Usury Laws 
were, to prevent the extortion of liigli interest. If the Planter could only 
advance money legally on these terms, he would soon find out an illegal 
mode of doing it, which would answer his purjjose as well, if not better 
than the present way. 

12. I would altogether deprecate any legislative interference with 
such private transactions. I would protect the Planter, who has given 
advances by laying heavy })enalties upon the Ryot who breaks his engage- 
ments, and I would protect the Ryot from being compelled to take advances 
by giving him all the facilities possible for clearing u]) his accounts in a 
legal manner, and for enabling him to extricate himself from the Planter's 

13. In the first of these cases the decision lies in nine cases out of 
ten with the Fouzdaroe Authorities, with all their oppressive machinery , 
and in the second, with the Dewanee Authorities, with all their procras- 
tinating machinery. If such cases w’^ere disposed of by the Revenue 
authorities, it would, I believe, be a great gain to the honest Planter 
and the honest Ryot. 

« 

From II. B. Lawfokb, Esq., Ofliciating Magistrate of Burdwan, to the 
Commissioner of the Burdwaii Division, — (No. 132, dated the 3rd 
July 1856.) 

With reference to your Circular letter No. 27, of the 9th 
ultimo, T have the honor to inform you that the Indigo sowing season 
has passed off this year without a*iy disturbance in this District ; sftven 
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compliiiuts only, in eonnection with Indigo, having been preferred to me, 
and these all of a very trilling nature. 

2. In two of the cases the dispute arose about the boundaries of the 
land : one was amicably settled, and the other is still pending. 

3. In one case complaint of forcibly sowing Indigo in another man’s 
land was made*? the ease is vstill ]iending, but it is one of no difficulty. 

4. Two cases of wilfully destroying Indigo are pending, but as the 
crop was destroyed by others than those by whom it was sown, there will 
be no difficulty in disposing of them. 

5. One case, in which a Chowkeedar rented his land to a Gomashta, 
and when the latter went to sow Indigo repudiated his bond, was ami- 
cably settled, and another similar case in which a Planter agreed with 
a Zemindar to sow Indigo on the latter’s land, giving up tlie land after 
cutting the crop, and which the Zemindar denies, is still ponding under 
Act IV. of 1840. No defect in the Law has given rise to any of these 
disputes, as they might have occurred with any other crop. 1 do not 
mean to say however that there are no defects, ibr I consider the Law, as 
now interpreted, whi(j]i allows a man who has taken advances for the 
purpose of sownng Indigo to wlliully destroy his own crop, an anomaly, 
which I think cannot too soon be altered ; that a Law of this nature 
should cause disputes cannot be wondered at, for it is not probable that 
the man w4io has made the advances will stand quietly looking on while 
his crop is being destroyed, when he knows that his only remedy will be 
the Civil Court. , 

6. Another great evil which exists in the system rather than the Law, 
is the way in which money is advanced to the Ryots. I believe it is 
admitted on all hands that money must be advanced to a Ryot, whatever 
crop he sow’S, so that advances cannot he done away with, but Indigo is 
a most uncertain crop, and is consequently not regarded so favorably by 
the Ryots as Rice and other common crops. A good season may and proba- 
l)ly does pay him, taken by itself, but in the balance against this must be 
placed the numerous seasons in which the crop almost and sometimes 
entirely fails, and when this is the ease the Ryot loses the produce ol the 
land, and also gets debited in the Planter’s books with the advances he 
has received, and if this goes on for several seasons he gets so deep^ia 
debt to the Planter, that he has very little chance of ever freeing him- 
self again. 

7. This is a system which I think ought not to continue. 



{ 93 ) 


8. When the Eyot has taken advances and the crop has come up, let 
tlie Planter have the Indigo and the llyot the profit of his land, but if 
the crop fails through no carelessness of the Kyot, let the Planter bear 
the loss, and the advances which the Ryothas received be struck out of 
the book ; he planted Indigo to please the Planter, not to please himself, 
and that being the case I do not see why he should.be theP sufferer. 

9. In nijdfjad concerns, you hardly ever hear of disputes, simply 
because the Planter sows his own lands with his own servants ; if you 
ask the proprietor of a large concern why he docs not have his land 
n'fjabady lie will probably tell you that it is impo^iblc to keep up a suffi- 
cient number of ploughs, bullocks, &c., to cultivate such a vast extent of 
country, but I believe the principal reason is the knowledge that if the 
crop fails the loss will be his own, and not the RyoPs, as it is now, 

10. If Ryots knew that if the crop failed owing to no fault of theirs 
the advances would not be carried on against them, I have no doubt 
t!iat the culture of the crop would become popular, as then it would 
be worth while running the chance of making a good season and large 
profits, and if the crop failed their only loss would be that they would 
get no profit out of their land. 


From A. Geote, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, 
to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (N'o. 94, dated the 
19th August 1850.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 2018, dated the 7th June 1850, calling for certain information re- 
garding any disputes about ludigo which may have occurred during the 
late sowing season. 

2. The Magistrate of Niiddea tells me’ there have hccii complaints 
of forcible advances, brcacli of contract, forcible sowings, breaking up of 
cultivated land, all of which cases have been amicably settled ; in fact 
trespass, that is, destruction of crop by cattle, have been the only cases 
connected with Indigo that have been at all generally punished. There 
have also been a few cases of illegal assembly in which Act V. of 1848 
has been put in recpiisition four times.” 

3. The Magistrate of Moorshedabad reports that no cases of tlnfliind 
have occurred in the Thannah under liis direct management : four cases 
occurred in the Aurangabad Sub-Division. In three of these,] Ryc^s 
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complained of being compelled to sow Indigo ; the other was a boundary 
dispute, They might all have been of a more serious character/^ Mr, 
Spencer adds, had it not been for the proximity of the Sub-Divisional 
Court,^^ III my last Quarterly Statement Mr, Herschers explanation of 
one of these cases has been cpioted from at some length, 

4, The Magistr 4 te of Jessore gives the number of petitions connected 
with Indigo cultivation in the following Tabular form : — 


1. Complaint of collections of 
lattials for forcible sowing of Indigo 
and prevention of sowing some- 
times, including cBarges of plunder. 

2. Sowing Indigo in paddy and'J 

other lands belonging to and sown > 
by llyots. ...) 

3. Burning a house for the pur-") 
pose of sowing Indigo on its site... J 

4. Forcibly taking away ll 3 'ots^ S 
bullocks to sow Indigo and to com- > 
pel tliem to fulfil contracts . . . J 

5. Duress to compel llyots to I 

fulfil contracts, &c. ... J 

0. Cases of assault and oppres- 
sion on llyots to compel them to 
giv'o Indigo lands or fulfil con- 
tracts ... 

7. Afri\ays connected with Indigo 

8. Trespass in Indigo 

9. Cutting Khals to fill iip“^ 

paddy lands, so as to make them fit > 
for 1 ndigo . . . J 

10. Compelling llyots to •sign*) 

Jblank paper . . . J 

11. Forcibly taking away In 
digo seed 

12. Breaking up Indigo culti- 
vation. 


• 


1 

Jessore. j 

Magoorah. 

Kiioolxah. 

■ i 

0 

38 

0 

8 

7 

4.. 

0 

1 

0 

0 
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0 

0 

t 

0 
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5 

0 

0 

o 

0 

4 

j 1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

! ^ 

i 

0 

1 ^ 

1 

j 2 

0 

! 1 

! 

0 

1 

! ^ 

! 

0 

0 


5. On the whole, Mr. Molony says, the sowing season has gone 
off «(Jl^ietly.^^ Two affrays connected with Indigo were reported from 
the Magoorah Sub-Division. In one, Mr, Belf s people, who had gone 
tp plough some lands belonging to'’ his Factory, were opposed by the 
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llyots of the Sheikdars of Digga, who drove them off, wounding and car- 
rying away one of them* The other is described as an intended affray 
between Mr. Oman and others, which was prevented by the timely arri- 
val of the Police. From Mr. Skinner^s letter I find that Mr. BelFs 
dispute was as much about a Hath as Indigo. 

6. The cases entered under heading 2 are generally made up between 
the parties. Heading 8 includes throe cases of wilful injury to Indigo 
belonging, in two of the cases, to Factories owned by Native Planters, and 
one case of wounding with rescue of cows which had been caught tres- 
passing in Indigo fields, 

7. In Baraset there has boon a serious dispute between Mr. Hampton 
of the Hobrah concern and certain llyots. The servants of the former 

N'ottu. — X licjiT* ilio pjiriics wero have been committed to the Sessions Ooiirt 
acquitted a low days ago. a charge of plundering the houses of some 

villagers. who would not sow Indigo. 

8. As regards the defects of the Law in which such disputes are pre- 
sumed to have their origin, and the remedies which should be applied, on 
which points Government requires my oxiiniuu and that of the Magis- 
trates, I find tlie latter by no means unanimous on either. 

9. Mr. Spencer tliinks the law sufficient if promxitly administered, and 
if the Magistrate pays attention to the miscellaneous petitions whicdi 
generally precede serious disputes. But lie adds — 

i. Disputes between the Planter and liyot, regarding the forcible 
sowing of Indigo, must to a certain extent always exist, for it must be 
clear to every one that the cultivation of Indigo is for the most part 
distasteful to the Ryots, who would much prefer cultivating Rice and 
other crops of grain, and seldom, if ever voluntarily/, take advances for 
Indigo, and this 1 think can hardly be remedied by legislation, and all 
that can be done is to provide gi'catcr facilities for obtaining redress by 
increasing the number of Sub -Divisions in Bcngal.^^ 

Mr. Elliott says — 

It is difficult to state whore the deficiency lies in the Law. I should 
say the cause is an inefficient and corrupt Police, which is botli powerless 
and unwilling to assist the Ryot against the oppression of the Zemindar 
or emxiloyer.'^ 

The Cattle Trespass Act will, he thinks, remove one principal cause’ of 
quarrel, and the next most serious cause is in his opinion breach of 
contract on the part of the Ryots, but beyond showing ^jow conipleteiy 
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wltliout redress the Planter is, under the present Law, he makes no sug- 
gestion for improving his position, 

Mr. Molony says — 

6, I do not consider that any of the eases that have occurred in 
this District owe their origin to any defects in the Laws; but the Planter 
should have, I think, some summary process for compelling a Ryot to 
fulfil his eon tract, 

If the Ryot under advance fail to sow when the season comes on, the 
Planters, says jNIr. Molony, sow his lands themselves. Mr. Skinner’s 
report which is forwarded by the INIagistratc gives an instance in which 
Mr. Gow Smith had during liis absence from Magoorah at the April 
examination made a clean sweep of the lands available for Indigo by 
making a show of ploiigli and men which would prevent any one from 
interfering.” 

10. Mr. Skinner is in fivor of giving the Planter power by a criminal 
process to enfon^c the fulfilment of a contract, and he would on the other 
hand enact a siringent law to protect the Ryot from his ^^cicher and 
more pliysically powerful oppressor a belter class of (^Jhowkeedars would, 
he adds, prevent much ot tlie oppression now committed by the peons and 
servants of Zciniiulars and Planters, and he would like to have more power 
tlian be has for bringing principals into Court, and for holding them 
responsible for the acts of tlicir subordinates. 

11. I submit in original two letters No. 201 and No. o7f), dated 
loth May and oOtli June 1S5G, from the Joint Magistrate* of Baraset, 
who seems to have given the subject more thought than the other Ma- 
gistrates, and whose intelligent remarks on it deserve attention. 

12. A full inquiry would, I can wx'll believe, show that tliore arc 
good grounds for the general unpopularity of the present system of 
growing Indigo. Tlie repeal in 18;15 of those parts of Regulation V. of 
1830, which held the instigator to break engagements equally liable with 
the Ryot for the penalty of such breach, and which made wilful neglect 
to sow or cultivate a misdemeanor on ^ the part of a Ryot who had 
agreed to do so, denote I suppose nothing more than the withdrawal of a 
protection to Planters, which further consideration convinced the Legisla- 
ture to be unjustifiable. No preamble being given to Act XVI. of 1835, 
I can but conjecture that it was the result of such a conviction. It was 
not directed against the advance system, which was left as it had been 
recognized by Regulation VI, of 1823. 
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|.‘3. Tlio maeliinory provided by this last law and by tbe unrepealed 
Sertions of Ib'g’ulaHon V. of 1830 appear to be deficient in the follow™ 
in^i;’ points : — 

Lv/. The ai]^eney for carryin. 2 ^ out the provisions is insufficient. 

Tlic process is not sufficiently summary, and the award is limited 
to compensation for non-fulfilment of contract; there are no provisions 
for enforcing its fulfilment. Indigo must be sown when the rain falls, 
or the season perhaps is lost for that year. Similarly it must be cut at a 
particular time, or the crops may be lost or dama<.xecl. 

3/v^/j/, As in the case of the execution of decrees generally, there is 
extreme difficulty in obtaining the compensation when awarded after the 
summary process. 

1 f. I do not know whellicr recourse is now ever had to this Law, 
wliidi, even if Moonsiffs wt‘rc empowered to entertain sudi suits, is not 
adapted to the peculiarities of Indigo cnliiv'^ation. A Planter cannot 
know that a contracting Ryot moans to op])os(^ his fields being sown 
till the rain falls, and liis servants pmeoed to see the field sown. Sup- 
posing a Moonsiir to be at hand, and that the Planter succeed in getting 

an award in ilircc days, he gets notliing more 

* nauso 5. Sodion 111. than the right* to receive what lie cannot 

oblige the Ryot to sow, and the compensation 
in money for the plant which is of siudi vital im])ortance to him. 

15. It is defect in the Law which drives the Planters to compulsory 
sowings and cuttings, and it is this which must be supplied liefore we 
shall succeed In stopping resort to ]>bysical force. The Law must extend 
the lieu recognized in Section II. from Ibc crop to tbc occiipamjy of tlie 
land, and the summary Court must be cnijiowercd to dcH'ide whet her a 
Planter, who has asserted that lieu hy sowing, has or lias not legally 
acquired it, A very severe penalty leviable summarily for alni^e of llic 
power thus to sow, together with compensation to tlie llyot and the 
enforced surrender of the land, would I think chock any disposition on 
the part of the Planters to assert lien which they could not substan- 
tiate, while simple dismissal of the Ryot’s claim witJi costs would 
suffice as an award for the Planter. 

IG. If the summary process is to he of any eflcet at all in stopping 
Indigo disputes, it must I think Imve for its object the justilicailon of 
what has been done by the Plantef to enforce the (iontract rather tlijiii 
an indemnilication to him for what the contracting* Ryol has failed to 

13 
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do ; sucL. a Law would give the Planter no more power than he has now, 
hut it would make him accountable for the power which he now 
exercises illegally. The principle would be that laid down in Section V. 
Regulation VII. of 1819, which authorizes the Magistrate to compel per- 
formance of a contract, but there would be no occasion to re-enact 
Regulation V. of 1830, making non-performance a misdemeanor, because 
the Planter would see to its due performance. 

17. Nothing will make the cultivation of Indigo popular until it is 
found to pay well, and this, it seems to l)e the general impression, is 
not now the case. Litigation and other unnecessary expenses, which will 
not occur when our Sub-Divisional Officers are within easy roach, and 
when our Police are on an improved footing, probably have an elTect in 
preventing Planters from paying so liberally for produce as the Ryot 
lias a right to expect to be paid. 


From J. IL Mangles, Esq., Officiating Joint Magistrate of Baraset, to the 
Commissioner of the Nucldca Division, — (No. 201, dated the lOtli 
May 185G.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to addre.«;syou on a subject which, although not 
one of routine, and which perhaps I had done belter to have left in abler 
and more experienced hands, seems to me to be one of very great impor- 
tance. A recent occurrence in rny District has brought the subject 
strikingly to my notice, and has perhaps, you w'ill think, led me to 
exaggerate its magnitude. 

2. You are aware, I believe, that difTcrences exist between Mr. 
Hampton of Hobra, an Indigo Planter, and the Ryots in his vicinity. 
These differences have already given rise to an actual and flagrant breach 
of the Law, and it is not at all unlikely that further crimes may spring 
from a dispute which very intimately and seriously concerns the pockets 
of both parties. 

3. Both Mr. Hampton and the Ryots with whom I have had 
personal communication, are, I believe, most anxious to submit the point 
of their dispute to me. But you will x>erceive after I have explained 
the circumstances of the case, that I can have no jurisdiction in the mat- 
ter, and can only refer the disputants to the Civil Court. 

Mr. Hampton avers that the Ryots with whom he is now at 
issue have taken advances from him for sowing Indigo, but that undci^ 
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the persuasion of third parties, when the seed has been bought and th6 
soil is ready to receive it, and a short delay may ruin the prospects of a 
whole year, they have refused to sow. He adds that, although a spe- 
cies of remedy lies eventually open to him in the Civil Court, yet that, 
taking that for what it is worth, the execution of a decree of the Court 
for damages is attended with so many practical difficulties as to make it 
a dead letter as far as regards compensation for the losses of the year. 
He therefore views resort to a Civil Court as a very perilous and unsatis- 
factory proceeding. He does not ask for damages but for legal means to 
oblige parties who have entered into an engagement, to fulfil it under pain 
of punishment hi the Criminal Court, On the whole, it is impossible to 
look at his grievances and the only remedy open to him, without forming 
the opinion that, supposing Mr. Hampton^s statements to be correct, his 
case is a very hard one. 

5. * The Ryots on the otlier hand maintain tliat they have taken 
no advances from Mr. Hampton, and that solely because they will not 
take advances, they are being oppressed by his servants. They state 
that they will not sow Indigo for this very sound reason that they find 
Tobacco and other crops far more profitable. They too wish to have the 
point whetlier they have received advances or not cleared uj) as speedily as 
possible in my Court. And here again I feel that there is much reason- 
ableness in the wish. But I am obliged to inform them that I can 
decide no such point for them, and that the Civil Court alone musJb 
do so. 

(). In the mean time all that I can do, I conceive, is to prevent 
breaches of the peace ; but from not having it in my power to decide 
l)etweeii the parties, or in fact to know which of them is the aggressor 
and which the aggrieved, and which sliould therefore have my moral 
support, I am placed iu a position of considerable difficulty. Act IV. of 
1840 is not applicable to the case, for Mr. Hampton does not pretend to 
be in possession, or to be seeking possession. Section V. Regulation 
VII. 1819 IS no more so. I am not aware of any other Law under which 
I could act so as to meet the occasion. 

7. Even in the Civil Court it appears to me that Mr. Hampton can 
scarcely find adequate relief. But I need not dwell on this point. •The 
proof of a Law is in its results, and I fully believe, and I fancy it is geric- 
lally allowed, that one of the chief causes of the affrays and disturban/ics 
in which Indigo Planters and their servants are so often concerned lies 
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in the fact that tlicy have found by experience that the Law does not 
effectually protect them, and that they must shift for themselves with- 
out it, and sometimes even in its teeth. 

8. The case of Indigo has already been made in the Regulations an 
exceptional one, and it seems likely to be allowed to remain so. Tlie 
main objection then to what I would propose as a beneficial modification 
of tlie Law is in a great measure met and refuted by its present state, 
which is not only tolerated but viewed as just. 

9. With this conviction I cannot refrain from expressing my wish 
that an enactment, applying the principle of ScH^tion V. of Regulation 
VII. 1819 to the case of contracts for Indigo, could be passed. Regulation 
V. 1880 did originally coniuin a Section somewhat to this effect, Init 
by Act XYI. 1835 this Section was rescinded, for what reason I know 
not. Such an enactment would, T submit, materially strengthen the 
hands of a jMagistrate in his attempts to put down the disgraceful scenes 
which arc so common in some parts of Reugal, would odcr s[^cedy and 
practical justice to both parties, ami would deprive Planters c»f the excuse 
which they often openly avow, and still often actually feel, justifies them 
in a measure in righting themselves by violent means, 

10. 1 make this suggestion of course with the utmost deference, 
and more in the hope that you may find something in it on which to 
found a sugg’estion of your own, than as a feasible or digested plan in 
itself. The subject howev^cr is one whicli does not deserve to be over- 
looked, and T shall be very glad to find that you think it worth refer- 
ring for the consideration of higlier authorities. 


Prom J. II. Maxglks, Esq., Officiating Joint Magistrate of Barasot, to 
the Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 37(5, dated the 30fch 
June 185(5.) 

Sir, 

1 HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your memoran- 
dum No. GO, dated the 11th instant, with enclosure. 

2. I have already addressed you on the subject of your communi- 
cation in my letter No. 15G, dated the 7th March last, having reference to 
the dispute between Mr, Hampton and the Ryots near his Factory. 

8. I have also sent you an abstract of a charge of plunder brought 
against Mr. Hampton^s servants, whom I have committed for trial to 
the Sessions Court. The case has not yet been tried. 
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4. Beyond this dispute and its results thus reporting 1 have to notice 
no other instances of the kind referred toby yoii^ wliich deserve your 
attention or that of th(i Government. 

5. My views on the present state of the Law were also submitted in 
my letter No. 291, dated the 19th ultimo. I would add, however, that 
althouij^h I feel that much might be done by its amendment in favor of 
the Planters to cheek affrays and violent crimes, yet, on the other hand, I 
am fully impressed with the conviction that the present system of Indigo 
planting is in most cases forced and unnatural, and that it cannot act 
otherwise than oppressively towards the cultivators of the soil. It may 
be, and no doubt is, probable that in the majority of eases the opera- 
tion of this systetn is and will be borne with the apathy characteristic 
of the country, but occasions will of course occur when the resistance of 
oppression by violence will give rise to very serious breaches of the peace. 
^ ().* It is cxtremel}'' doubtful, I think, whether any new enactment 
could effectually clu.'ck the evil 1 complain of. The vicinity of justice 
would undoubtedly be more effectual than any other remedj^, and I 
cannot help thinking that the cheap justice at every man^s door, which 
Indigo Planters arc always calling for, would in a short time almost 
entirely destroy the whole present system of cultivation. I most readily 
however acfiuit the majority of European Planters of any active participa- 
tion in the oppression Avhich goes on under the authority of their names, 
but they know that they must wink at it to a certain extent, and by trust- 
ing their Gomashtas, &c., far too implicitly, lay temptations in their way 
to carry it far lay end what they even suspect, or if they did, would tolerate. 

7. You may peihaps think that I am assuming a great deal, after a 
very short exporienee. Of other Districts I know notliing, and am 
spemking only of my own ; but I am fully convinced that here, and 
especially in the llobrah case, a forced system alone keeps a plant of 
Indigo in tlic country. A year or two ago the Zemindar who, according to 
Mr. Hampton, is stirring up the Ryots not to sow for him, had a Factory 
of his own. He has now given it up, and 1 am informed that the Ryots 
pay him yearly a large sum nut to revive it. I doubt very much whether, 
when Indigo is grown, the Ryots even get a full quid pro quo at all 
on any pre-arranged, however reduced, rate. But supposing thus much, 
the rate is never viewed as advantageous to them, because far below the 
rate of profit attainable from othci; crops. As long as this remains so, 
and ilr, Hampton, with whom I spoke on the subject, iillowod the hitler 
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part of iny veiniivk to be true^ it is folly to say that the system must ilot 
be essentially a forced one. 

8. Indigo Planters, I know, constantly lay stress on the apparent 
greater well-being of Ryots on Indigo estates, as compared with those 
under the ordinary Zemindars. It may be quite true what they say, and 
yet my position that planting is forced remain as I have stated it. 
Zemindars, we are all aware, are habitually guilty of frightful oppression 
and extortion. Although I admit then that Indigo Planters are not so. 
bad masters as they are, a very wide margin of exaction is still quite 
consistent with the admission. It is very little to say that English 
gentlemen treat their Ryots not quite so badly as ignorant and half 
savage Natives, proverbially unworthy of their positions. Government 
has surely a right to expect that the diiierence between the two shall 
be far more striking and positive ; but this as long as Indigo Planters’ 
servants plunder the Ryots’ houses, or drive olf their cattle or illegally 
imprison their persons, can never be. 

9, I cannot help thinking that were Government to institute a 
searching investigation on the subject, and that not merely through Local 
Officers, the state of things all over the country would be found to be 
much as I have stated above. An investigation of this kind seems to mo 
to be the only sure way to elicit the truth. Local Officers have too much 
work always on their hands to inquire very far beyond what comes 
actually into their Courts. Besides, a ISIagistrate can hardly go, as I 
have already pointed out to you in a former letter, into the merits of a 
case. He must confine himself to a maintenance of the peace. Whatever 
the result of tlie investigation might be, it would at least clear uj) what 
I believe is still looked upon as a disputed question. By drawing public 
attention to the subject it would be certain to act benelicially if all, as I 
fear would be the case, were not found right, and would collect sound 
and digested data on which legislation might proceed safely and well. 


From Q, U. Yule, Esq., Commissioner of the Bhaugulpore Division, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 13, dated the 30th 
August 1856.) 

SiK, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 2018, of the 7th JFune last, requesting information regarding the 
manner in which dhe indigo sowing season has passed over, 
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2. The Magistrate of Bhaugtilpore reports that only two petty eases 
were preferred by Eyots against Planters, one of which was struck off 
on default of evidence, and in the other the Police were directed to pre- 
vent a breach of the peace. Several cases relating to injury by cattle 
trespass were brought forward by Planters. The Magistrate makes 
no remarks. 

8. In Monghyr there were two complaints of forcible sowings, one 
compromised, the other likely to be so, and two of turning off ploughs 
sent to cultivate for Indigo. All four cases were concerned with claims 
to hold ticca in the villages. The Magistrate considers that no state 
of the Law could meet such occasional and trifling cases. 

4. In Purneah there were only two cases. In one two Ilyots (juarrel 
about a field, one sows it with Indigo the other with Rice ; and the other 
between two jotedars was much of tbo saim^ nature. Tlie Magistrate 
is very severe upon the Planters and considers that a Law is required to 
meet, first, the injustice exercised by the Plaflter and unfair contract 
palmed on the unthinking Ryot ; and second! tj, the fraud practised hy the 
Ryot to escape from his engagements, and benefit himself at the Plan- 
ter’s expense. For the first he proposes that no balance above a year’s 
standing should be recoverable from a Ryot, and for the second, a Small 
Cause Court. Ills opinion on the latter point be has already commu- 
nicated to you in his letter of the 22nd January 1S55, No. 45. 

5. In Tirhoot there were thirty-eight complaints by Afaliks and 
their Ryots against Indigo Planters, and twenty-five vice versa, I 
forward the Magistrate’s detailed statement. Tlnit Officer slates the 
cases arc seldom in reality between Planter and Ryot, but lietweeu Plan- 
ter and Malik ; that those cases are owing to the system of Indigo plant- 
ing (not explained) in his District where there ai’C often so many Maliks 
to one estate ; that where there i» but one Malik there are 
few disputes, .and that the cases in his statement are not so serious 
as they look, and certainly he cannot consider them serious, for 
thirty-three cases out of the sixty-three were pending even at the 
end of August, and out of the thirty disposed of by far the greater 
portion were dakhil scrisJda or compromised. There is one tolerably 
fruitful source of quarrel,” the Magistrate states, for which a remedy 
might be applied. After the expiration of a lease, the Planter pointing 
to the hoontees or stalks of the plant left in the ground claims a;id 
holds possession against the Malik, and the Magistrate, under the 
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eircumsiaiices^ must keep the Planter in possession though the Malik 
is certainly entitled in justice to enter on the land/^ In this the 
Magistrate is fpiite wrong, as I pointed out to him. The SudderCourPs 
Circular Order of the 1 ‘2th June 1810, No. ,5 1, declares Section X. of 
Act IV. of 1810 to apply to a case of the kind mentioned. 

G. In three Districts then there is no case of delect of Law or admin- 
istration shown to exist. The complaints in Tirhoot cannot bo consider- 
ed numerous with reterence to the size of the District, the number of' 
Factories and of land-owners, and of the sixty-three disputes in the 
statement, some nine or ten do not appear to be caused by Indigo. An 
analysis of the twenty -three cases in the first column might show what 
were the causes generally leading to disputes of the kind, if they have not 
all been compromised or struck oft’, but still the result of such a small 
number of cases could scarcely be depended on, and I am too ignorant of 
the District as yet to he able to form an ojnuion. 

7. With regard to Purncah the Magistrate’s opinion as to the injustice 
on one side and fraud on the other is not borne out by the complaints in his 

Court; hut that may arisc*^ from the power 
opinion oil good grounds. the 1 lanters rendering' it unnecessary 

for them and useless for their Ryots to 
come into Court. Until, however, I can satisfy myself that such a state 
of things exists as Mr. Pepper describes, and prove to the satisfaelion of 
Government that it docs^so, I need not remark on Mr. Pepper’s proposed 
remedies or propose otiicrs myself. 


From C. T. Davidson, Esq., Commissioner of the Dacca Division, to the 
Secretary to the Governmeut of Bengal, — (No. 475}, dated the 17th 
July 185G.) 

Sill, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
2048, dated the 7tli ultimo, desiring to be informed how the late Indigo 
sowing season has passed off, witli respect to disputes regarding land 
between neighbouring Planters or Zemindars, and complaints of non- 
fulfilment of contracts on the one hand, and of forcible sowing of land 
on the other/ between Planters and Ryots, 

2. The only Districts iu this Division in which Indigo is cultivated 
are Dacca, Furreedpore and Mymensing ; and I will, as desired in your 
2nd paragraph,^ proceed to state the facts of the eases which have 
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occurred^ as ascertained from the reports funiislied by ilie Magistrates 
of tlio three Districts above named. 

Dacca , — Seventeen cases are reported to have occurred in this District, of 
which ten belong to the Manickgunge Sub-Division, six to Moonshee- 
gunge, and one to that portion of the Dacca District which is under the 
immediate jurisdiction of the Miig'istrate. ^ 

The Dacca case was a dispute between the Planter and * Zemindar, 
The latter complained that tlie Planter^s people had destroyed his 
crops, and were endeavoring to sow the land with Indigo. The Magis- 
trate brought the case under Act IV. of and decreed possession of 

the land in <lispute io the Planter, and this decree was upheld by the 
Judge, The six cases appertaining to ]Nroonshcegunge wore complamts 
on the part of cultivators of the forcible sowing of tlicir lauds with 
Indigo. Three were dismissed, one cmnpromised, and the remaining two 
a<'e pending. 01' i lie ten cases which occurred in the Sub-Division of 
Manickgunge, five were instituted on the part of Planters, one against 
v^^onie Ilyots for nbs(*onding after recei[)t nf advances, three for resistance 
to the sowing of liuligo, and one complaining* of the plunder of Indigo 
seed. The breacdi of contract ease is pending, and the other Anir were 
dismis^sed or stnu'k oT. The otiicr five eases are on the part of culti- 
vators against the Planter's people, *one for assault for not sowing 
Indigo, one for an apprehended destruction of crop, and tluve for forcible 
sowii^g of Indigo. Of these cas(‘s, one is said t^bo pending and the re-» 
maiuing foui>are put down as ^^disposcvl of." The cases apportaliiing to 
this Svib-Divislon have not been satisfactorily reported, owing perhaps 
to the Deputy IMagistratc not knowing Knglish ; this much however is 
dcducible, that the cases are all of a trivial nature. 

FidTcediiorCt — The Joint M,iglstrale i\*por<s that no cases of the de- 
scription referr(‘d to in paragraph 1 of your letter liave occurred in the 
Furreedpore, District, exce}>t the case of affray, with homicide, of which a 
circumstantial account was submitted to Cloveriimcut in my report 
’No. 400, dated ilie Ord instant. 

Myrneming , — The Magistrate of IMymensing reports that during tlm 
late sowing season, no disputes regarding laud relative to the cultiva- 
tion of Indigo have been brought into Court within his District, nor 
has there been any complaint of the non-fulfilment of coni.ract eoneern- 
ing cultivation on the one hand, noi*of forcible sowing of Indigo on tlie 
other, from^Planters or Ryots," 

li 
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Baclicrgxmge — lias not been included among the Indigo Districts^ as 
there are no Factories to my knowledge situated within it. A trifling 
dispute regarding the cultivation of one and a quarter becgah of land be- 
tween a Planter whose Factories arc in the Furreedpore District and a 
Talookdar occurred. The tennnt of the piece of land above referred to 
had taken advances from the J^Iantcr. The /Pal ookdar desired to oust the 
tenant and locate another man. The Planter espoused the cause of 
the Ryot^ who was under advances, and l)ut for prompt measures having 
been taken, a breach of the peace might have ensued. The village Cliow- 
keedars' informed the Police that a disturhance was likely to occur, and 
the eircumslance was reported by the Police to the jMagistrate, wlio 
summoned the principals to enter into recognizances to keep the peace. 
This order had the effect of bringing the parties to an amicable adjustment 
of the dispute, 

3. It will be seen from the foregoing abstracts from the IMagisiSrateV 
reports that disputes regarding claims to land ]>et\vcen Planters and 
Zemindars, &c., referred to in the first paragraph of your letter, arc of 
rare occurreneo. And among the few eases which have occurred, one only 
has been attended with any serious hrcach of the peace. I allude of 
course io the Furreedpore e.-c-c of attempt to sow lauds forcibly by the 
people of an out Factory of the ?JGcrgunge concern. 

4. I Lave not received any suggestions, pointing out defects in the 
•Law to which it may belaid that disputes regarding Indigo cultivation 
have owed their origin, except from the Joint Magistrate of .)#^‘'"urreedpore, 
who recommends ^^liiat the principal parties whose interests are involved 
in disputes of this kind should be made more immediabfly responsible, 
and more amenable to punishment than they are at present, for the 
acts of their agents and servants ,* but this defect, if it can be considered 
one, applies with equal force to all disputes regarding land, liauts, &c., 
and in comparison with which those exclusively relating to the cultiva- 
tion of Indigo bear, in this Division, a very small proportion. 

5. The question of making proprietors of estates and Indigo Factories 
responsible for the acts of tlieir agent is no new one, and has, I believe, 
received most attentive consideration. 

6. The first case referred to in this report was one which might, from 
the power and influence of the parties thereto, have terminated in a 
seyious breach of the peace, but which was r\(> doubt prevented by the 
prompt enforeSment of Act IV. of IS 10. The other Dacca cases 
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appear from the Magistrate's. report to have been of a petty description^ 
and considering the extent to which Indigo cultivation is carried on in 
the three Districts referred to in this re})ort, the wonder is tliat they 
should be so few. The origin of the Fiirrcedporc case of forcible Indigo 
sowing, which resulted in an affray attended with loss of life, cannot, in 
my opiiii(>n, be traced to any defect in the Law. 


From C T. B uric land, Esq., Junior Secretary to the (lovernment of Bengal, 
to the Coinniissioners of the Patna and Bajshaliye Divisions, — 
(No. 2S07, dated the 10th Septeml>er 185G.) 

SlK, 

1 AAi directed by the Lieutenant-Governor to draw your atten- 
tion to the Government Orders No. 2018, dated the 7th Juno last, 
and tp request that the report therein called for may ]>e submitted 
tvitlioiit further delay. 


From G. T. Buotcuaxo, Esq., .Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
to tlie OlHciating llegister of the Sudder Court, — (No. 2386, dated 
the IJth September 1856.) 

Sra, 

I AM directed by the Lieutonant-uovernor to draw the Sudder 
Court’s attention to the Government letter 1701, dated the 7th» 
June last, and to request that the report therein called for may be 
furnished without further delay. 


From A. W. Busseul, Esq., OHieiating llcgistor of the Ni/amut Adawlut, 
to C. T. Buckland, Esq., Junior SeiTctary to the Goverument of 
Bengal, — (No. 800, dated tlie 18th September 1856.) 

Sm, 

I am directed by the Court to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter No. 1701, dated the 7th June last, and in ixq)ly to forward, for 
the iiurpose of being laid before llis Honor the Lioutenant-Goyernor 
of Bengal, the accompanying abstract of the returns which have lieen 
received from the Local authorities relative to the last Indigo season. 

S. The Court observe generally ’that there is nothing in the reports 
of the Local Courts that requires special notice from thehi. But ou the 
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piivi <)f Messrs. Colvin and Torrens 1 am to remark that, while there 
thus appears to be no eall Ibr lejj^islation, one or iw^o cases have recently 
heeii before the Court (more pe.rtieularly the case referred to by the 
Oilieiating Session Judge of Ihijshahyc, disposed of on the 5th July 
last^) from which it was evident that the forced cultivation of Indigo 
had led and doe« load to the nn st serious outrages and deeds of violence. 
The Judge of Tirhoot has also, they remark, referred to a Oivse dis})osod 
of by this Court on tlio2‘JthMay ItSol, page 057 of the Nizauuit 
Jleports for that year, which is another illustration of the results of 
fureiug Indigo cultivation (see also page 7(>7 of Nizamut Decisions fur 
1855, dated 5lh November.) These are not however, liny are aware, 
new crimes, nor is there any remarkable increase in their number. 
No special legislalioii therefore in their opinion seems to he called for 
any more than in the ease of affrays, which are now less in number 
than formerly, owing to the operation of Act Y. of 1818. 


Abstractor the Returns to Circular letter No, 473, of tin? I3Ui June 
1853, re(pie.sting iurorination in cases respecting Indigo. 

Tirhoot. — The Judge reports tliaf, from the 1st December 1S55 
to 1st July 1S5G, fifteen eases had come before him; that tlie main 
causes of dispute are ((►)— ;//rv/, the Planters take farms of portions 
of shares from soiuo eo-sluirer of a joint estate, and iliou cultivate the 
other sharer’s ground; Hccomlhj^ they leave the stumps of old Indigo in 
the ground, to stand as proofs of their j>ossessioii oH the soil, sliould 
their possession, even after expiiy of their lease, be disputed, and any 
attempts to remove them arc opposed. 

JjiissoRE. — The Judge knew (»f hut one ease, in wlilch however there 
was nothing particular to remark, and the case was of no consequence. 

llAJSiiAllYK. — The Indigo cultivation is chiefly in tlie luinds of one 
firm. No case has occurred lately. A year ago there were some 
disputes, which the arrest of certain parties had had the effect of 
stopping. 

^fuuDBA. — Two cases only have occurred; there was no breach of the 
peace in tliese, nor any remarkable feature. 

Dacca. — Comments on the latlial system : the character of the 
people, and absence of impartial evidence, rather than any defect in the 
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Law^ are the causes that it is not clicekecl. The Police must be 
remodelled to be effocluul for the purpose. 

PuiiNEAii.^ — No cases had occurred, thougli forty-eight false charges 
undoi: llcguhitioii V. 1830 liad been preferred and all dismissed. 

]\I()01lSIlEKm'BAD. 

lIooGiiLY. > Nothing had happened, 

21-PER(iUNNAIIS, J 

Saiiun. — Notlung. The Judge comments on the Indigo system 
goinu’ally : would allow the Magistrates power to turn out a Planter 
on expiry of his lease. 


From W. Taller, Esq., Coinniissionor of the Patna Division, to tlie Junior 
Secretary to the GovenuAent of Deiigal, — (No. 825, dated the l7tU 
liSt'ptemher 185().) 

Sir, 

With reference to your letter No. 2018^ of tlie 7th June la.st, 
I have the honor to rc}>or(, for the iiilbnnalioii of the Lieutenant-. 
Governor of Den gal, as follows 

Saiutx and Chehl’auox. — :3. In tliese Districts very few cases of the 
nature alluded to in your letter under a( knowledgmeiit oceurred diiriu'^*' 
llie late Indigo sowing season, and in none of them did serious 
disturbance ensue. 

3, Indigo di.'^puics rarely take place in thc.so Districts. The Planters 
are few in mimber and the Factories so scattered that their interests 
seldom if ev<‘r clash, and there is not that comp^ditioii whicli prevails 
in Lower Dongal. 

4. Tlie ])rincipal causes of the few disputes which have arisen arc — 

a Planter keeping possession of the land a(l(‘r the expiry of 
lus lease; and tsecomUj/y a Planter taking. merely a share in an undivided 
estate and thou trying to sow Indigo in it. 

Fatna, Bkhar and Shauabad. — 5. No disputes of the description 
alluded to occurred in these Districts during the late Indigo sowing 
season between the Planters and the Zemindars or jtyots, but a few- 
petty cases whicli were talceii up and disposed of under the existing 
regulations and the discretionary pbivers of tl\e l^Iugistrates. 

G, Under these cfreumstances it does not appear that any remedial 
measures are called for in this Division, 
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From F. GorLBSBUiiY, Esq,, Commissioner of the Rajsliahye Division, to 
the Secretary to tlie Government of Bengal, — (No. G2-1, dated the 15th 
September 1S5G.) 

SlR^ 

ILwing consulted the Magistrates of the Division on the subject 
of Mr, Junior Secretary Buckland^s letter No. 2048^ of the 7th June 
last, I have tlie honor to furnish the following re])ort as to the manner 
in which the late Indigo sowing season has passed off in the Districts of 
this Division. 


2. The Deputy Magistrate observes that the late Indigo season 


Paboo Copal Lall Mitter, Deputy Magis- 
trate of Kattore. 


did not pass off so trampiilly as 
could have lieen wished. In part of 


the District tliere wore constant 


disputes between neighbouring Planters and Zemindars, caused by con- 
teuding claims to land. Between the Bisees of Joar, Janfurally, Zemin- 
dar of Gourypoor and other petty jotedars, and Messrs. Watson and Co., 
many disputes occurred whicli would have caused serious disturbance 
of the peace were not proper measures taken to prevent its occurrence, by 
the institution of Act IV, cases, and by binding the principals of the 
rcspeclive parties on their own penal recognizances. This has to some 
measure served to keep this part of the country trarupiil. 

3. With regard to forcible sowing of Indigo, be says, there were 
several complaints laid beibre him by tlie Ryots, stating that the Planters 
made a plea of contract on their parts ; in many of these instances con- 
tracts were not actually entered into between the Planters. In one place 
particularly among many, there was a likeliliood of serious breach of 
the peace taking plac(? every day, but by his stationing a Jemadar and 
Burkundaz there, no such occurrence has as yet taken place. He further 
states that he bad also stationed a Jemadar at Bliagba to prevent any 
quarrels taking place between the Khondkar jof that place and Messrs. 
Watson and Co. In many villages people have formed combinations to 
protect themselves from the oppressions of the Planters. 

4. The cause of these disputes, he believes, is to be attributed to the 
very nature of the eonti^act system itself. The Ryots ase very unwilling 
to cgltivate Indigo on the existing system of advances on account of their 
getting only two Rupees^ advance foi'a beegah of land for which they have 
to labor heavily. From his own personal knowledge, while in his 
Mofussil tours dmring the period lie has been in charge of the Sub« 
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Division, he knows it as a fact stated by them that they had to pay out 
of these two Rupees to the Gomashtas, Ameeiis and Tagad ^^cers (who are 
notoriously known to be an extortionate and oppressive class of people, 
and who never scruple to benefit themselves at the expense of the llyots), 
lie has heard it from their own mouths that another cause of their reluc- 
tance to cultivate Indigo is owing to the system of mea»urement of land 
by the Gomashtas of the Indigo Planters : for a beegah of land the 
Gomashtas measure a beegah and half. Another cause, he continues, of 
the Ryot’s invincible unwillingness is the way in wliieh the bundles of 
Indigo are weighed by the Factory people, for every two bundles for a 
Rupee, six bundles are weighed by them : this is a source of great 
oppression to them. Under siicli a system, ho remarks, where the Ryots 
can never he expected to be gainers but losers by the cultivation of 
Indigo, and when they can never expect to liquidate the money once 
iakeiiiu advance, how could they be willing to enter into engagements 
with the Planters. To remedy this state of things, he suggests the pro- 
priety of defining the conlra<‘t system. He conceives it to be desirable 
tliat the contract pottah should be rcgisUu’cd, cither in the nearest 
Moonsiff’s or j\Iagisl rate’s Court, with a view of preventing quarrels 
between, the Planters’ people and the Ryots, as no false registry of the 
Pottahs could be made. If such a power were vested in the aforesaid 
Ofiicers it would bo conferring a groat benefit on the country. 

5. The IMagisiratc reports that in the Thannahs under liis own 
A. J. Jackson, Ksq., Magistrate of immediate control there has been 
Rajshahyc. Utile complaint of oppression on 

the part of Planters, and the only occasion on which there was the least 
chance of a serious disturbance was one which he reported to me from 
Burgatchee, owing to the presence of the Police on the spoi/, and to his 
tent being within a short ride of the char in dispute, the cutting of the 
Indigo was completed without disturbance of any kind. 

G. He cannot look upon tlio manner in which the sowing season has 
passed off in the Sub-Division as so unsatisfactory as the Deputy Magis- 
trate would appear to consider it. The Deputy Magistrate states that 
there have been causes of dispute, and that it has been necessary to 
station Police Officers to preserve the peace in various places. But it 
is shown by his own letter that no breach of the peace has taken place, 
and therefore it becomes manifest • that the Police has, in the present 
instance, been effective for the purpose for which it has L>een used. 
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7. It is very trie*, lie observes, that villagers have an olijeeiion to 
cultivate Indigo, and it is also true that it occasionally bears hard on 
tiKua, as wlieie they have to break np crops nearly fit to cut in order to 
sow Indigo. ])ut bo never heard that tlie Ryots ever made any objec- 
tions to taking tiie advanci^s in tlie lirst iiistaiiee. 

8. As fur as he has seen, the most clleetual check to anytliing like light- 
ing consists in the personal activity of the Mugislratc. Not that he means 
him to rush olf to prevent every petty quarrel, Imt a knowledge tliat ho 
is not only likely but almost certain to visit the spot in person acts as a 

most salutary check where powerful laud-holders are at war with each otlior. 

*. . . • 

9. In this District there occurred two cases of disputes regarding land, 

R. At>xnii<h'r, Esq., Joint complaints of Ryots of forcibly 

]\I'igislnito o[ Pubiia. sowing Indigo on tlndr land. 

10. Of the two cases of disputes concerning land, one is botween Jlr. 
Durand, proprietor of Nisehindpoov concern, and Mr. Battersing mana- 
ger of the Baliakaiuly concern. From wliat has come 1>efore the Joint 
Magistrate, it appears that a similar dispute oceurred last season when 
Mr. Roberts was manager of Baliakaiuly, and tliat tliat gentleman made 
a boundary line between tlie two concerns, wlii -h was agreed to by Jlr. 
Durand, and tlie dispute last season was settled. This season a new 
manager has come to Baliakandy, and INlr. Durand complains tluit tliis 
gentleman, instead of coniining Iii’mself to the boundary made by his 
predecessor, has encroached on the Nischindpoor lands. This case is at 
present under investigation. The other case of dispute aliout land has 
taken place between l\Ir. Stevenson of Bclnalmreo Factory and Ranee 
Sumoino}^, an inlia]>itant of MoorsheJabad. The Ranee has lately got 
a decree for some clmr lands in the Civil Court, in virtue of wliidi 
decree she claims certain lands that the Bclnabaree concern holds pot- 
talis of ; and upon the Factory people attemjiting to sow these lauds, the 
Ranee’s people are said to have come fur ward in numbers and driven 
tliem off. With respect to tlicsc ebur lamls, the Joint Magistrate 
observes, that he thinks it proliable that serious disputes will take place 
next year, unless the Ranee is given plainly to understand tliat slie is 
personally responsible for the acts of her servants. At the present 
moment there is a strong hostile feeling on the part of the Ranee and 
her servants against the Factory. 

11. Of the eight cases instituted hy Ryots against Planters for for- 
cibly sowing thqir landS; three wore compromised by the parties, one was 
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dismissed after investigation, and four were struck off the file in default 
of the usual peons^ fees being deposited. 

12. The Officiating Magistrate informs me that in his District no 

1 . -n. cases of disputes have arisen between Plan- 

W. L. Robinson, Esq., Ora- ^ 

elating Magistrate of Rungpoor. ters and Zemindars, and but very few be- 
tween Planters and the llyots. The latter are common cases of assault 
brought by either party on various pretences, sucli as ploughing up 
ground where Indigo has been already sown, destroying Indigo after 
the plant has come up, and disputes as to having received advances, one 
of the latter of which cases was attended by rather severe, though appa^ 
rentJiy’ unintentional, wounding. In his opinion none of these cases 
have owed their origin to any defect in the Law or the administration : 
they are such as frequently arise with regard to the cultivation of any 
other produce. 

13. ^ The Joint Magistrate informs me that there have been only five 

cases in liis District throughout the year 
Mi^gistrateofBograh: Connected with Indigo, of which two were 

in Scrajgutige Sub-Division. Of the three 
others, which were charges against the servants of an Indigo Planter for 
breakinji up the Rice crop and sowing Indigo, two eases were amicably 
settled, and in one the defendants were punished by fines, but the cases 
were all trifling. These disputes were not occasioned by any defect of 
the Law. 

II. The Magistrate reports that Indigo is not grown in his Dis-* 

trict, and consequently no cases whatever 

R. H. Rayenshaw, Esq., Ma- connected with its cultivation or sowing? 
gistrate 01 Dmagepoor. ® 

have occurred. 

15. The Officiating Joint Magistrate having recently taken charge 

A. J. Jackson, Esq., Offi- personally on 

dating Joint Magistrate of the subject of Indigo planting, but be has 

ascertained from the records of the Office 
that but five cases connected with that cultivation haA’^e been instituted 


since October last : of these two were Act IV. cases, one of which was 
settled amicably and the other dismissed. The other three were petty 
cases. Prom this he concludes it is apparent that the sowing was con- 
ducted peaceably and without disturbance. 

16. On the whole, the results of the past season have been satisfac- 
tory in this Division. No serious breach of the peace has occurred, the 

15 
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precautionary measures adopted by the Local Officers, where disputes 
existed, having been found effectuaLtbi prevent such disturbances. With 
regard to the remarks of the Deputy Magistrate of Nattore on the sub- 
ject of contracts for the cultivation of Indigo, it may be sufficient to 
observe that it is optional with the Eyots to receive advances or not, the 
Law affording them sufficient protection against any attempt of the 
Planters to force advances upon them. I believe the truth to be, that 
the Ryots cannot resist the temptation when the money is offered to 
them, even when they are averse to cultivate Indigo. 



IJo. V. 


From A. C. MacAutjiur, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal,— 
(dated the 14th July 185b.) 

SlK, 

I HAVE the honor to forward herewith copy of a letter, 
dated 3rd December 1857, from the Magistrate of Furrcedpore to my 
address, along with copy of my answer, dated 23rd December, as also 
copy of a letter dated 5th instant, addressed by me to the Magistrate 
of Jessorc, along with a copy of that gentleman’s reply, dated 7th 
instant, and to rc(iucst the favor of your laying the following obser- 
vaiions before liis Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, as regards the 
contemplated site for the head-quarters of the Gopalgunge Sub- 
Division, but more particularly as regards the villages of Lohogurrah 
or Liickipassali^ for that purpose. 

2. In order more clearly to illustrate what 1 have to state, I take 
the liberty of forwarding (also herewith) a map showing the extreme 
Northern and Southern limits of tlie Gopalgunge Sub-Division, along 
the course of the liivers Elankolly, Mudoomutty and Attarabanka, being 
ill all a distance in English miles of twenty-eight and half, and as the 
maj) from whicli the a(‘companying is copied was the work of a pro- 
fessional surveyor, the distance may be relied upon. 

3. When it was first contemplated to create the Gopalgunge Sub- 

Division, the Government hoped by this 

Mr. Chapman’s letter No. 779. i i i i 

measure to check the ravages ot the 
numerous gangs of river dacoits and other thieves who arc said to 
infest the banks of these rivers. To carry out the intentions of the 
Government as expressed in the above paragraph, copied from the letter 
No. 1 (herewith) addressed to me by Mr. Chapman, Magistrate of 
Furrcedpore, there can be no doubt that Gopalgunge would be the 
most central place for the head quarters of the Sub-Division, as a refer- 
ence to the accompanying map will show. It has been stated however, 
as I understand, that the country about Gopalgunge is too low and 
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liable to immdatioii for sii(*h a purpose, and that therefore otlier spots 
less objectionable liave been named, and amongst others jAjhoijurrah 
and Luckipamtlt, both within my Indigo cultivation, and, in my opinion, 
objectionable both on public and private grounds, which 1 will now 
endeavour to explain. The original and principal object in creating the 
Sub-Division being for the prevention of river dacoitics, which have 
been of frequent occurrence upon these rivers from Luuba or Chand- 
poor soutliAvards to within a few miles of Koolnoa station, on the 
Mudoomutty and Attarabanka rivers, and in tlie same dlre(‘tion towards 
Biimsul, on the river called by that name, it would naturally occur to 
any one that the site of the proposed station sliould he as much In the 
centre of the scene of these outrages as possibles A single glance at the 
map, however, will show that Lohogurrah or Lucklpassuh are nearly as fur 
removed from them as the limits of the Sul)-Di vision could admit of, 
and to he still within it. Su[>posing, however, that either of tin' two 
should evontually ))e fixed iijuni, tin*- resiilt would be that by far the 
most peaceable portion of tlie whole C(umtrv occupied by tlui Sub- 
Division >\ould tints he i'hosen, for sueli an (U'ciirnan’c as a daeoity or 
indeed oilier crime ot any magnitude is never lu'urd of for miles around 
these places. It will also be pattieularlv remarkt'd, upon reference to 
the ma]>, that tlie river upon wliieli Lohogurrah and Luekipa.'<sah are 
situated (die Xohogtnigu) is .some five mih‘s distant from tlie large ri\er 
forming the Klaiikoily, ]\Iudoommty ami Attarabanka, (for tlie river 
assumes these dlirerent names on its course to Koolnoa,) and soim* fifteen 
miles from the nearest point to where these daeoities ever occur; so that, 
in so far as tlio prisveution f>f river dacoitie.s (where tlnrv really do occur) 
is eoneorned, the station might as wxdl be in Koolmai. It is well known 
to His Honor that crimes smdi as river daeoiti(iS are seldom committed 
in a neighbourliood oecupit‘d by European Phmtt'rs, and which is the 
case downwards from K’ajmalial all tlie way witliin about fifteen miles of 
Gopalgunge, where however no European resides, and where consequently 
river daeoities are and can lie nightly prepetrated Avithout the fear of 
discovery ; for it is a well known fact that many of the principal natives 
along the line of the rivers, in that unfrequented locality, live by the 
proceeds of their plunder from defenceless boats pa.ssing along. To 
prevent river dacoitics, Avhich, as 1 said before, was the original inten- 
tion in creating the Sub-Division, the head station should be ns central 
as possible, so that when necessary the Magistrate himself might visit 
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the spot 'witliin a reasoiiahle lime after getting inft)nnutluii of tlie oe- 
cunenee, otlierwise he might as well live in Kooluea or Furreedporc, 
for the delay wliieli would arise in arrivijig on tlie spot, should his resi- 
dence he at Luchlpassah or Lohogurrah, would enahlc the dacoits to 
decamp with their booty and* render pursuit unavailing. Either have 
the station midway on the unfrequented portion of tlie river, wliicli will 
also be found to b(‘ nnda'aij, or in the centre of the Sub-Di\ision gene- 
rally, or save tln^ (ixpense of the station and establisliment, for they 
^^ill certainly he entirely useless unless placed, as 1 state, in some 
cMuUrnl position o)i ihf* MKdnoinuHif. These are my ]>ublie grounds 
of objection, ainl vlilcb 1 have taken the liberty (jf urging from 
baving*; be<m eonsulted on tlie subjeet of the new Sub-Di vision when 
first contemplated. 

4. My private reasons ft>r objecting to tin* head-cpiartcrs of the Sub- 
Divigion being at cither Loliogurrah or Lucki[)assah may not ap])ear so 
eonclusiv(‘ at first siglit as tlnise 1 urge upon public grounds, but it is for- 
tunate for nn* tliat Ills Honor the LicuUuiant-Ciov ernor Is intiiaatoly 
accpiainted with tin* native character, ainl Their proneness to litigation 
when the means arc at tlicir doors, tliat I sluill not liavo much diflicullv 
in making mvself understoo<l. I i^ill begin by staling, that sliould 
Lucklpassah he tlie spot fKtal upon, the station will be not more than a 
hundred yards from my factory of that name, and whore I have a large 
rvottv culli\ation of two tliouband bigguihs, ; and again, should Loliogur- 
rah be tlie s]iot lix(*d u])on, that will be about a (|uart(‘r of a mile* from tlm 
stime factory, about a mile from my factory of Amdanga, and not 
much more from another factory called Erainla. It will he observed 

that Mr. Moloney, in his n‘plv, slates as his 
Mr. ’s U'tUT Xo. act. . . *" . ‘ , 

opinion that at either ol the two localities 
the station tvould be ^^*enlral for the whole of the Meerguuge Concern.'’ 
I do not know w'hether Mv. Moloney wu’iles ironically, but 1 sliould 
iman^ine he did; if he moans that the neiuhbourliood of tin* station to 
the factories woidd be bmieficial to them, it is sulficienily well knowm 
to [lis Honor that the very reverse is the fact, for amongst a com- 
munity notorious for their litigious ]>ropeiisitics the greater facilities they 
have of going to Court the more freijnent w ill they resort to it, and 
besides their otvn propensities in. lha! way, the imluceincnts wTiich 
would be held out to the otherwise peaceably disposed, by needy and 
worthless Mooktears and other hangers-on about a Court, would be more 
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than tliey could withstand ; and tlic consequences, I can plainly see, 
would consist in one scene of petty litigation for imagluary or feigned 
wrongs on the part of the ryot, creating an unceasing war between him 
and the factory, to the entire evcittiial ruin of the latter, not to say to 
the d<'triment of the former. Where a i^’^ot Avished to evade or not to 
fulfil his engagement with the Planter, he had only in siu*h a case to 
step in next door, file a petition on an eight annas’ stamp and, as a 
matter of course, get an order to prevent the Planter in any way from 
molesting him, or interfering with his lands ; su])po'^ing such a case 
to happen after a sowing sliower, what wouhl be the position of the 
planter ? nothing sliort of ruin ! for one successful case like tins, 
and, any one acquainted with the Native cljaract(M' will at once set* 
that every ryot woidd follow the example set to lilm, should Ills <lomg 
so benefit luiuself at the moment, cither in a })ecuniary point of view or 
to serve some one having a sinister design in liarassing the Planter. In- 
stances are not by any means wanting to prove tliat an Indigo factory and* 
a station cannot exist on the same spot, an<l the reason is not dilllcult to 
arrive at to any one acquainted witli the ]\Iofussil and with the entire ab- 
sence of remedy to the Planter forbreacli of contract by tlie ryot. How- 
ever lust the Civil Courts may be*in their decisions, the process is too te- 
dious to be any remedy at all in such cases, for whilst the cas(', is being liti- 
gated the factory is closed and tlie Planter ruined in conseipience. 1 may 
here mention that these factories have been in existence for upwards 
6f fifty years, and the record of the. Koolnea Court will, it necc’ssary, 
show that for many years past scarcely a single case of any <les(Tiption 
whatever has been before that Court connected with tliem, and cer- 
tainly not one at all of otlicr than the most petty desert plion. Tlu* 
principal residents upon the Nobogunga Iiiver ai'c Crahmlns, ^vho have 
been there from time imnunuorial, and wlio from their rising generation 
jjupply a great portion of the Arnlah for tlie Courts in Jessore and else- 
where, as well as almost every factory in the district with Gomast alls and 
Mohurirs, and arc an intelligent and peaceful race, having no sort 
of occasion for the presence of a Magisterial station in their neigh- 
bourhood. The country is bc.sides almost entirely my own property 
either as Talookdar, l^utncedar or otherwise, and unless therefore in so 
far as that the river Nobogunga is in a pleasant and liigh part of the 
country, and as such a suitable locality for a gentleman’s Mofussil 
residence, there is not one reason that I can imagine why it should be 
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fixed upon as tlie site for the Gopalgunge station. It is entirely away 
from tlie great rivers where dacoitles occur, equally away from the 
abodes of the lawless and turbulent ; and saving that it is, as 1 said be- 
fore, a. pleasant spot, it has not one solitary recommendation as the site 
of a station created for the object in ^dew when the Gopalgunge Stib- 
Division was contemplated. 

Finally, taking all these circusm stances into consideration and looking 
at the accompanying map, T trust His Honor the Lieutcnant-(jovernor 
will withhold his sanction to the erection of the station at any spot North 
of Lunka or Chandporc, at which places and down to Gopalgunge there 
arc very many suitable localities, all on the river, and in the immediate 
neighbourhood of these scent's of river dacoitics, crimes which have 
never been knowm or heard of as liappening farther North or upon the 
Klankolly or Nobogunga river. In closing this letter I may be permitted 
to take tlie libert y of calling His Honor’s attention to the copy of my let- 
ter to Mr. Ghapniau hert'with sent, in regard to my opinion on the sub- 
ject of the transter of the ^fooksidpore Thunnah to the new Sub-Divlslon. 


List (if the Pnpvis accompany iwj this letter, 

Xo. 1. Copy of the Furrpo(l]>oro Magistrate’s letter, dated 3rd Deceuiher 1S37, to A. 
Mae Arthur. 

No. 2. Ditto ISlr. A. Mae Arthur’s reply, dated 23rd December 1857, 

No. 3. Ditto letter from A. Mae Arthur to E. E. Moloney, Esq., ^lagistnde of Jessore.* 
dated 5th July 1858. 

No. 4. Ditto Jessorc Magi.strate’s reply to ditto, dated 7th July 1858. 

No. 5, Copy of a map surveyed by Mr. A. Phillips iu 1845. 


Jromll.B. Chapman, Ksq., Joint Magistrate, Furreedpore, to A. MacArthur, Esq., 
Meergunge,«-(No 770, dated the 3rd December 1857.) 

Sir, 


It is in contemplation to station a Deputy Magistrate 
upon tlie Mudoomutty and Nubogunga Rivers, with his head-quarters 
at Gopalgunge. The Government hope by tliis measure to checkjthe 
ravages of the numerous gangs of river clacoits and other thieves who 
are said to infest tlie banks of those rivers. 
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2. I have been (’ailed upon to report, wliethcr 1 consider it advisable 
that any of the country now under iny jiirisdictiou should be transferred 
to the proposed new Sub*l)ivision. 

3. I shall be very much obliged to you if you will favor me with 
yoiir opinion upon this point. The Pharec of Gopeenautlij^ore will in all 
probability be transferred to the new Sub-Division of Madareepore. Jf 
any part of this district in addition to that Police Division be made 
over to the new Sub-Division, it must probably be taken from llie coun- 
try in which your cultivation lies. You are therefore peculiarly cpialitied 
to advise the Government upon the sulycct. 

4. Will you also inform me whether the banks of the Mudoomutty 
in your neighbourhood are infested by dacoits, &c., as suj)})osed, or not? 
I shall be much obliged, if you will favor me with an early reply to this 
letter. 


From A, MacArthitb, Esq., Meeri^unge, to E. 15, Cuapman, Esq , Joint Magis- 
trate, Furrecclpore, — (dated ilie December 1^ j 7 ) 

Sir. 

lx reply to your letter Mo. 7711, dated the 3rd instant, 1 
have tlje honor to state — 

1. That I am of opinion the stationing of a De[>uty Magistrate at 
(^opalguiige would be of mucli benefit to th<‘ inliubitantN of the surroim- 
ing country, for at pres(‘ut they are eompelbMl to go to Furre(‘dpore or 
to Koolnca (as the case may be) wluui they have any Court business, the 
difficulties attendant upon travelling at certain seasons of the year being 
so great as to deter many fiom undertaking the jonnioy at all, mid in 
regard to river dacoitics the proposed station at Gopalgunge would be 
the means of effectually preventing their occurrence, that locality being at 
present improtected, arising in great measure from its distaiu’e from the 
Stations of Koolnca and Magoorah, being about half way between both. 

2. As no portion of my Indigo cultivation or lands fall within the 
bounds of Thannah Gopcenauthpore, I am not sufficiently acquainted 
with that locality to pass an opinion upon the advisability of transferring 
it tq^the proposed new station, but T will take the liberty of remarking, 
that as my country extends no further South than the bounds of Thannah 
Mooksudpore, I would not by any means advise the transfer of any per- 
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tioii of tlie country under tlie latter tliannah to the new station, Furreed- 
pore itself being more contiguous and easier of access, besides being 
possessed of the advantage, so highly prized by European and Native, of 
having a Covenanted OlTicer for its Magistrate. For the sake of this ad* 
vantage, a Native would travel much further in quest of justice than if 
the Court were presided over by a Native, and the European, to my certain 
knowledge, would almost jDrefer foregoing the chances of redress, than 
be obliged to seek it from a Native Magistrate, from whom impar- 
tiality is generally supposed to be the exceptional case. I would 
therefore strongly advise the Government to retain, attached to the 
Furreedpore Station itself, all the thannahs North of Gopeenauthpore, 
and as to that thannah itself, my limited knowledge of its locality 
would induce me to recommend its transfer to Gopalgimge or Mada- 
reepore, for its distance to Furreedpore is so great and access to that 
station so difficult as to render it doubtful whether a Native would not 
rather* sacrifice his rights than travel so far, and particularly after the 
rains set it, when the roads are almost impassable for any kind of con- 
veyance, — and 

3. Eiver dacoities are by no means of so frequent occurrence upon 
the Mudoomutty Kiver as they 'were some years since ; in fact, I have 
not heard of a single case of an aggravated character for a year past, 
and the erection of the new station of Gopalgunge 'would, as I said 
before, completely put a stop to them. 


From A. MacAbthuk, Esq., Meergunge, to E. C. Moloney, Esq., Magistrate 
of Jessorc, — (dated the 5tli July 1858.) 


Sir, 


May I beg the favor of your informing me whether it is in 
contemplation to substitute Lohogurrah or Luckipassiii for Gopalgunge, 
as the site of the new Sub-Division. 1 have no official information to 
that effect, but having the strongest objections to its erection on the 
locality spoken of, I trust you will enable me to state them in the proper 
quarter before the measure is finally decided upon. 
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From E, C/ Moloney, Esq., Magistrate of Jessore, to A. MacArthub, Esq., 
Meergunge, — (No. 361, dated the 7tli July 1838.) 

SiK, 


In reply to your letter of date the 5th instant, I have the 
honor to inform you that the Head Quarters oi the Gopalgunge Sub- 
division have not yet been finally decided upon. The places you men- 
tion will be considered as well as the other eligi])le sites in the neigh- 
bourliood. I should have thought that Lohogurrah was very centri- 
cal for the whole of the Meergunge Concern in the Thannahs of Loho- 
gurrah and Belgatchec. 


No. 21)24. 

Fouwarded to the Commissioner of Nuddea for report, with the 
request that he will return the original papers and the sketch ilh his 
reply. 

By Order of the Lieuteiiant'()o\enior of Bengal, 


r. T. BUCKLAND, 


Fort William, 
The 21th July 1858. 


tnor Serreiury fo the (jlover)minti of Ben yal. 


From A. Grote, Esq , Commissioner of tlie Nuddea Division, to the Junior Secre- 
tary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 236Ct , dated the 16th Betember 
1858.) 

Sir, 

I BEG now to return the enclosuies of your letter No. 2921, 
dated 27th July last, with the following remarks on Mr. MacArlhur’s 
objections to the selection of Lohogurrah or Lucklpassah as the head- 
quarters of the Gopalgunge Sub-division. 

2, Mr. MacArthur s objections are both on public and private grounds. 
Those of the first class would represent both the above places as too far 
North of the dangerous part of the Mudoomutty. 

3. TMr. Bainbrldge, while recommending the abandonment of the plan 
of establishing liis head-quarters at cither of these places on account of 
their low level, remarks as follows on the necessity of selecting a site 
which shall not be South of Chandpore, This place is a few miles only 
South-East of Luckipassah. 

“ Previous to my removal from Gopalgunge, the reports of theft and 
l>t^rglary in and about Luckipassah and Lohogurrah, and on the Nobogunge 
Uplnrards to Nuldee, werl^ numerous ; my presence has been a sensible 
checkt but they are still frequent.” 
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“ The number of budmashes fills no small space in the 'notoriety of 
both places.’’ 

*‘As to dacoity I remark that Eamlo Churn Buxee, resident of 
Battrapara, and ilohima ("hunder Raha, resident of Palaghatta, Thannah 
Maroodpore, two “ principal Natives on the line of the river,” have been 
notorious cncouragcrs of dacoits and receivers of stolen property. The 
former place is about 7 and the latter about 2 miles North of Chandpore. 
Suspicion still attaches to both, especially the latter, and I find Paterghatta 
still named as dreaded reach of the Mudoomutty. It is not so long 
since a large gang of dacoits was cxhailcd from Itna, a village adjoining 
Cliandpore. 1 believe a heavy dacoity has occurred within the year 

• r,>.s«ni«.ri,orc,iuthc-iK.m., Nuldec. I observc that by far the 

of Dhurmonaraiji ^Slmlia. major part of work of all description comes 

from North of that place; tliat the Northern part of the Sub-Division 
is most f)oj)ulous, the residence of all the Planters and most of the large 
hind-lioldcrs, and that the concealment of crime is alarming, all which 
considered with the comparative facility of transit up and down stream 
induce me to think the station should not he further South of Chandpore 
than is absolutely necessary. 1 believe it w^ould so best support all the 
objects contemplated.” 

3. Tlic private reasons for objecting to the establishment of the 

Sub-Divisional bead- quarters within the country of the Meergunge 
Concern seem to contain some grave admissions against the present system 
of growing Indigo. Why should not a factory and a Station be capable 
of existing on the same spot ? 1 am quite of the opinion of the Magis- 

trate and liis Assistant that the Sub-Division lately established in Eastern 
Jessore was very much r(‘.qiiired. 

4. As regards the best site for tliis Sub-Division I recommend that 
for the present none be fixed on. Its jurisdiction must be first finally 
settled; as yet it consists only of one thannah and two pharees, on%of the 
latter being in Furreedporc, the authorities of which District do not, I 
understand, wish to contribute any further to it. As I have already said 
in previous letters I am strongly in favor of confining all Sub-Divisional 
jurisdictions to one District, and I have proposed to add Sulkeah 
Thannah to Gopalgunge. For the present it is therefore advisable to keep 
its head-quarters afloat, for a boat must always be provided for Jho 
Officer in charge, the whole country being under inundation during th^ 
rainy season. 
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¥roiii C. T. Bucklikd, Esq., Junior Secretary to the Govcrnmeat of Bengal, 
to A. MacAbthub, Esq., ]!ifeerguDge,~-(No. 471, dated Eort William, the 
19 th January 1859 ) 

Sir, 

Your letter dated the l-fth July last, stating your objec- 
tions to the selection of Lohogurrah or Luekipassah as a site for the head- 
quarters of the new Sub-Division of Gopalgunge, having been duly 
submitted to the Lieutenant Governor, was forwarded by His Honor s 
direction to the (commissioner of the Division for inquiry and report. 
J am now directed to inform you that the Commissioner, after duly con- 
sidering the subject, recommends that the head-quarters of tlie Rub-Divi- 
sion should not at ])rcsent be fixed permanently in any locality, or until 
further experience shows which site is most eligible, and in this opinion 
the Lieutenant Governor cemeurs. 

2. The map which accompanied your letter is herewith returned. 


From A. Gbote, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to tho Secretary of the 
Government of Bengal, — (No 119 Ct. dated the 12lli June 1859.) 

Sir, 

In July last I received from (Joverninent, with a call for 
report on its contents, a Petition presented by Mr. Mao Arthur, of the 
Meergunge Concern. This gentleman represented that the Gopal- 
gungc Sub-Divibion of Jessore Avas one that might be well dispensed 
with, and protested at all events against its head-quarters being locat- 
ed at Luckhipassah, or anywhere within the country sown by his 
concern. 1 request the favor of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor 
referring to my report on this Petition, dated 16th December last. 
No. 2»6 Ct. 


2. As a supplement to that report I now beg to lay before Goveni- 


Qu^en and Bhnlie Bhrikli versus 
Mr. Alexander MacAidhnr. 

Queen and Fuqiiir Mahomed ver- 
ms Mr* Alexander Mac Arthur 
and others. 

Queen and Dhona/e Shaik versus 
Jakair Biswas. 


ment, for perusal, copies of the English de- 
cisions of the Ofliciating Magistrate and Ses- 
sions Judge in the cases noted in the margin. 
They will show that Mr. Mac Arthur has been 
convicted in two cases of the illegal deten- 


tion of certain ryots in a brick godown at Meergunge Factory, and fined 


Rupees 300 in each case. The ‘Sessions Judge in appeal reduced 
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this fine to Kupees 250 in each case, not with any intention of mitigat- 
ing the Magistrate’s sentence, but in oi^lfer to bring tlie total amount 
of fine witliin the limit of 500 Rupees imposed by Act Lllh 
George III. 

I consider Mr. Bainbridge to have acted with a promptitude and 
firmness in releasing the confined ryots which entitle him to great 
credit, and I think also that we have now ample proof that this Sub- 
Division was much wanted. 


tiCJKKN AND OirOLlK SllEIKU VcmUS Mil. ALEXANDER jMacArTIIUH. 

Charge . — Illegal detention or duress under Act LIIl. George III. 
Cap. 155, Section 105. 

•It is clearly proved on evidence, which is good, considering the 
potver of the accused and his position, that Bholle Sheikh was seized and 
taken to various factories and there detained together with others. It is 
further indisputable that certain persons were released by Mr. Bain- 
bridge, one of those persons having answered to the call “ Bholai,” 
raised by person on the outside of a brick godown, wdtliin wliicli he and 
the others released were shut up. This Bholie was also identified by 
various witnesses ; and Nadya Chand Nishe deposes to have been con- 
fined with him. Ilis name, and that of tlie others, was recorded by the 
Nazir of Gopalgunge, and that official described the persons whose 
names were written down, and descriptions tally with the persons of the 
plaintifTs in this and the concurrent case. From these and other casual 
circumstances, I am convinced that Bholie, present in this Court, is one 
of tlie men released by Mr. Bainbridge from Meergunge godowii. The 
fact of a detention for about t^b montlis is proved by the statement on 
oath of Bholie Sheikh and the plaintiffs in the case of Fuquir ^lonee- 
roodee and Mudooinutty, whose case is filed in support of th^ evidence in 
tliis, also by the petition letter, or defawaree, read in the presence of de- 
fendant’s son and various amlah in Mr. Bainbridge’s tent. It is further 
shown by the reply that he was not thA'e of his own free will, and that 
he did not enter surreptitiously and allow himself to be lockcdnip. Tt is 
lastly improbable, and according to’ the deposition of Mr. Smith, a per- 
son in charge of factories of defendant, it is impossible that defendant 
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could have been ignorant of a lengthy detention of any j)erson within 
the walls of the godown of tlHf factory inhabited by him ; and there is 
good ground for supposing that such treatment is often applied to ryots, 
who desert or default in Indigo matters. I consef[uently line Mr. Alex- 
ander MacArtliur, defendant, 800 Rupees, to be levied according as 
prescribed in tlie Act Llll. George III. in the defaidt of payment 
within live days. 

C. B. Skinner, 

0 exatin g Magistrate. 

The 1th Mag 1859. 

After tlie above order was passed, defendant’s Mookhtear put forward* 
an objection that two witnesses for the defence had not been heard. 
Mr. MacArthur did not raise this objection, nor do I think it could aflect 
my {)rders, wdiich arc based upon the inapplicability of defendant’s reply. 
Nor has a su])poena been served. 

B. Skinner, 

(tjfiriating Miiglstrate. 


Queen and Mahomed, /vmov Alexander MacArthur and 

OTHERS. 

Charge , — Illegal imprisonmon t. 

In this ease wc must consider, firstly, the detention at Luckhipassah. 
This is denied by Mr. Smith in charge, who however refused to give a 
deposition until he should have time to consider and consult. The evi- 
dence on whi(^ I consider it proved, is the statements of plaintiffs, 
backed by that of certain casual visitanis to the factory in the ordinary 
course of business, &c. The only evidence in repudiation is that cer- 
tain person% who state they did not see the plaintiffs, although themselves 
were occasionally at the factory. We next find them at Noacola. It is 
not at all impossible that they should have been forced to give in peti- 
tions as stated by them ; the pefitions filed do not in any way disprove 
charge. It is next proved, and on unimpeachable authority, that 
they were released from Meergunge factory. Now, no case^is made out 
that they werf confined for a legal period for arrears of rent, 
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which might easily be done is true. Sometime ago punishment was 
awarded against certain persons for diirfps in Mcergimgc factory from 
simple enmity. I am inclined to look on this as a detention from simi- 
lar causes for the reasons stated by the plalntiils. It struck me very 
particularly in the cross-examination of witnesses that the questions put 
by plaintiffs were those of persons pleading facts, with which tlicy be- 
lieved the parties under examination to be acquainted; and of Nadya 
Chand’s evidence, it is sufficient to remark that the best part of it was 
extracted by cross-examination. The evidence to minor parts is neces- 
sarily scanty, but I think there is sufficient, when backed by the release 
and the facts above recorded, to establish a good case as in Bholie’s 
case. I consider Mr. MacArthur guilty of being a party to the illegal 
confinement, and fine him 300 Rupees under Act LlII. Gcjprge III., to 
be realized as by that Act provided. Nelumher (ihosc, Gomashta of 
Luckhipassah Factory, tries to prove that defendants were not there, but 
I consider his defence worthless, and sentence him to one month’s im- 
prisonment and 40 Rupees line in lieu of labor to be paid in foity-eight 
hours, and 100 Rupees in addition, or other six weeks imprisonment; 
Hurmotoolah to a fine of 50 Rupees, or one montli’s imprisouuient ; also 
Paiichoo Chowkeedar, of Mcergunge, wdiosc defence ciiniiot stand, and 
^Selamutoolah of Luckhipassali to the same. 

C. B. Sktnxek, 

The 10th Mdty 1859. Officiating Magistrate. 

Nelumher Gliose was Gomashta of Lucki])assah Factory, where 
plaintiffs are proved to have been confined by the evidence of several 
persons. Defendant tries to prove that they were not so confined. 
Before the orders on Mr. McArthur were referred in appeal to the 
Sessions Judge, and before defendant Nelumher had appeared in person, 
but after hearing all the evidence for the prosecution and defence, I 
recorded a sentence of imprisonment, which however has never been 
pronounced. The Appellate Court has put a veto^ an order of imprison- 
ment, against the Native defendants in this case. I therefore sentence 
Nelumher Ghose to a fine of 100 Rupees or six weeks’ imprisonment, 
and 40 Rupees in lieu of labor to be paid in forty-eight hours. Hur- 
motoolah, il^auchoo and Selamutoolah, who are proved to Ikve b&en 
Chowkeedars on duty at the factories of Meergunge and Luckipassah, 
respectively, during the period of the plaintiff’s confinement, and who 
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do not deny that they held the office throughout, though they do deny 
that plaintiffs were imprison^, are sentenced each to 60 Rupees fine 
or one month's imprisonment, and 20 Rupees in lieu of labor. 

Skinner, 

Ihe 2nd June 1859. Ofiiciating Magistrate, 

* 

Queen and Dhonie Sheikh verms Jakaik Biswas. 

Change . — Illegal confinement. 

In the first place, I consider it proved by Bholie and witnesses, and 
confirmed by Mr John MacArthur, that Bholie was at Noacola Factory, 
and by the former that he was taken away to Meergunge. A similar 
statement made by Monerodee and Fuqiiir Mahomed give force to it, 
and a subsequent release as well as the previous capture are satisfactorily 
proved. It is shown that Jakair Biswas ordered violence. This proof 
in this case, backed by the evidence to similar conduct in the other, are 
sufficient evidence to establish guilt on the part of defendant. I conse-’ 
quently sentence him to fifteen days’ imprisonment with 20 Rupees in 
lieu of labor to be paid in forty-eight hours, and to pay a fine of 100 
Rupees or to undergo imprisonment for six Aveeks more. 

C. B. Skinner, 

The lOth Mag 1859. Officiating Magistrate^ 


Appeals Nos, 51 , 65 , and 56 . 

This is an appeal from Mr. Alexander MacArthur, of Meergunge Fac- 
tory, against two fines of 300 Rupees each, imposed on him by the 
Officiating Magistrate in two cases of illegal imprisonment. The plaintiff 
Bholie Sheikh, and Fuquir Mahomed and Monerodee, co-plaintiffs, were all 
three released from a locked godown of the Meergunge Factory by the 
Joint Magistrate of Gopalgunge, Mr. A. J. Bainbrldge, who was inform- 
ed of their detention there by a small boy, as he was riding up to pay a 
visit to the factory. The evidence of Mr. Bainbridge shows clearly 
and indisputably that the disclosure made to him was unexpected, though 
he had before heard of men being confined ; that on going up and calh 
itigN^ut he was answered at once ; that when the seijants of the 

factory would not bring the key of the godown, he sent to Mr. Mac* 
Arthur, who had it brought at once) and the men were released then 
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and there ; that he did not observe any irons on them ; that it was then 
stated, for the factory, that the men were ’*def aulters for rents, and that 
he had them at once sent olf to his tents by his own people where he 
took their depositionsmtlie next day. He admits that lie could not swear 
to the men being the same, but as it was rather dark when he released 
them, this matters little, the more so as the parties released already re- 
cognise Mr. Bainbridge and arc identified by others, Abed Sheikh, 
Lukhshmen Syce, and Eamdlion, the Nazir. 

The released parties declare that they had been detained for about two 
months, variously at Luckipassah, Noacola, Ghurnarandy, and finally at 
Meergunge Factories. The reasons given are either that they arc ser- 
vants of Bissesixr Chuklanovis, who is at feud with Mr. MacArthur, or 
that they have taken Indigo advances, or owe rent, or that there was a 
fear lest they should give evidence in some cases regarding an estate 
purchased by Ram Rutton Rai. 

It is clear, however, from the evidence of these men that during all 
the above periods they were not continuously confined. They admit 
being allowed to go home at times, and Fuquir Mahomed allows that he 
was made to give a petition in person in the Joint Magistrate’s ('amp on 
the lOtli of March, when had his imprisonment been rigorous or even 
real, he would surely have complained thereof. This was only one 
week before the release at Meergunge. 

Other witnesses, however, corroborate the detention of the parties to 
a certain extent at the out-factories, before they were taken to Meer-* 
gunge. The evidence of Someroodeen, Nydia (’hand, Mofezodin, 
Baken Khan, Tamizuddin, a second Nydia Chand, and Shiromoini, is 
tolerably clear as to their apprehension in the first instance and their 
subsequent detention against their will at Noacola and Luckipassah. 

It is admitted, however, that the evidence of others on this point is 
their mere hearsay, or that it would seem to imply (see depositions of 
Shibchunder Bukslie) that the men were at the factories of their oxvn 
free will to settle about rents, &c. The real gist of the charge against 
Mr. MacArthur is his complicity in the detention at Meergunge. There 
is nothing to connect him with the original apprehension and detention 
at the out-factories ; at least there can be no such presumption of cri- 
minal knowledge as would sustain a conviction, and we have ' seen dhat 
(here are doubts as to the reality of any violent or continuous detention 
previously. 


17 
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With regard to the real point in the case, then, Mr. Mac Arthur shows 
that he went to Furreedpore on the 14th of March and returned only on 
the 16th, just before Mr. Bainb ridge released the parties ; and it is argued 
for him that his ready offering of the key of the gud^wn, and his release 
of the parties then and there, docs not look like criminality. It is also 
said that the men were there as rent defaulters, and that, after all, it is 
not clear that the parties whose evidence has been taken were really the 
parties released. 

On this I must observe, that rent defaulters can only be summoned to 
settle matters, and on no pretence can they be shut up in a dark godown 
under lock and key. As to the insinuation that the men were charged 
in the way, it is clear that Mr. Bainbridgc took every pains to convey 
them to his tent in safety. They recognise him as the Oflicial who re- 
leased them, and they were the parties likely to remember their deli- 
verer, and Abed, Lukhshmen, and Ramdhon Bukshe identify them as the 
real parties. Nor is it easy to see what object any one would have ii? 
substituting others for the real men : these men liad been in a godown 
and could tell a plausible story ; new men would have had to be tutored 
into a knowledge of places and times. 

Again, Mr. MacArthur could hardly have refused to open the godown 
at the request of the Joint Magistrate, and whether he knew of the de- 
tention or not, it would have been the worst policy to refuse to unlock 
the door. Any charge, however outrageous, might afterwards, as Mr. 
MacArthur must have well known, have been easily got up against him 
with some show of probability. 

Nor docs it seem to me to affect the case that Mr. Bainbridge, at the 
time, was out of the jurisdiction of Gopalgungc, and in that of Magoorah. 
Both are in Jessore, to which Mr. Bainbridge stands appointed. He 
acted as a Police Officer, and his evidence taken regularly in the case is 
open to the same scrutiny as that of any other witness. 

It was for the appellant to show under what circumstances, or by 
what show of right, the parties were found in the predicament accurate- 
ly described by Mr. Bainbridge. This onus fairly lays on Mr. Mac- 
Arthur, and as he has brought no good evidence to explain the circum- 
stances or to give the detention a different coloring, I think, considering 
the unrebutted evidence of the parties, (who say that they had been at least 
for some days there,) the place of the confinement, (it being the godown 
of the head factory of a large concern,) and the whole probabilities and 
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iuferencos, that the appellant cannot complain if the Courts, on this, 
argue his complicity, and hold that the illegal detention inust have taken 
place under his sanction either e^rpressed or implied. 

An objection that||pto Magistrate made Mr. John MacArthur a witness 
when he might have been inculpated as a defendant through certain 
testimony which was held valid against other persons, but apparently 
disregai’ded in his case, does not appear to me of very great importance. 

The Magistrate acted to the best of his judgment, and there may be 
several little circumstances as to identity, mode of speech, &c., to in- 
fluence a Judge who bases his judgment on the witness before him, and 
on the viva voce testimony which cannot be attainable to the same 
extent, by an Appellate Judge, who is confined solely to the dead record. 

I observe, however, that the Magistrate has fined Mr. MacArthur 600 
Rupees. Looking to the Act of George III., which fixes 500 Rupees 
as the limit, and to the well-known construction of our Courts with regard 
4o cumulation punishments, which cannot be awarded for ofTences occur- 
ring at the same date beyond the strict letter of the Law, or beyond the 
full amount of the Officer’s powers, I lower the fine in each case to 250 
Rupees, which will bring it within the Law. 

With regard to the appeal of Jakair Biswas, he is a Gomastali of 
the out-factory of Noacola, and there is nothing whatever to connect 
him with the actual imprisonment at Meergunge. All that is in evidence 
against him is, that he ordered Bholie to be apprehended and beaten, 
though not severely. I must treat this case as one of common assault, 
and in this view I reduce the sentence to 50 Rupees or fifteen days’ im- 
prisonment. 

Looking to the difference of the Laws for Englishmen and Natives, 
and to the particular circumstances of this case, I cannot altogether 
reconcile myself to a decision by which*^ the owner of the factory, an 
Englishman, should leave the Court with a fine, though a heavy fine ; while 
the servant, a Native and an old man to boot, should leave the Court not 
under a fine, but for the Jail, under a peremptory order of imprisonment. 

The sentences are amended accordingly, the orders of the Magistrate 
being substantially affirmed. A copy of this decision to be sent to the 
Officiating Magistrate for his inspection. 


Jessore, 

The mh May 1856. 


W. S. Seton-KarUi 
Semom Judge. 
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buiJiiA. R Youno, J'lsa,. Secretary to the Goverament of Bengal, to tin? 
Commissioner of the Nnddea Elirision,— (No. 4144,— dated Fort William, 
the 30th June 1859.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 119Ct,, dated the 12th instant, submitting copies of the decisions of 
the Officiating Magistrate and Sessions Judge of Jessore, in three cases 
of illegal imprisonment in which Mr. MacArthur, of the Mcergunge 
Indigo I'^actory, was concerned. 

2. Tlicse cases afford, I am to observe, a very pregnant comment 
on the 1 ctition which was submitted by that gentleman to Government, 
m July 1858, against the establishment of a Sub-divisional Officer near 
his Factories. 

3. His Honor cannot but consider such cases of long continued 
illegal confinement as those of which Mr. MacArthur was found guilty 
as a great opprobrium. Where the offender is a British subject, no, 
doubt the Criminal Law is very unjust towards the injured Native. But 
the Civil Law is not open to the same imputation. It should be made 
known to the sufferers, and generally to the poor people subject to such 

that apart from all action of the Criminal Courts, any person 
placed in confinement by a private person, on whatever pretence, has 
a civil action against the oppressor, whoever he may be. 

4. The part taken by Mr. Bainbridge, the J oint Magistrate, in releas- 
ing the Ryots confined by Mr. MacAithui^^was very praiseworthy ; and 
I am to request that you will convey to him the expression of the 
Lieutenant Governor’s approbation of his conduct. 



No. VI. 


From T. B. Lane, lo the Secretary to the Government of Bengal,— (dated 
llajshahye, the 1 4th ^ay 18 o 9 .) 

Sir, 

. I Have tlie honor to submit, for the eonsi deration of 
His Honor the Lieutenant-! Jovernor, the Draft of a Bill for ensuring 
the execution of engagements for the cultivation and delivery of Indigo 
plant. 

2. In doing so, I am influenced by a strong desire to secure, not 
only the protection of the class of Indigo Planters from fraud, but also 
,the cessation of those uilrays and quarrels which often arise from breach 
of engagements, caused by collusion between the Eyot and the Zemin- 
dar ; and, I trust, that 1 may not be deemed intrusive or over-zealous. 

3. I tliink it right to make a few preliminary observations : — 

The Ryot in breaking his engagement, whether by a fraudulent trans- 
fer of the plant to another than the person making the advances, or by 
an utter failure to sow his land wdth the Indigo seed, is as a rule in 
collusion with his Zemindar, although no doubt influenced also by his 
cupidity ; and just as certaj||ly he as a rule contracts the engagement 
with the consent of his Zemindar. I vrould make the consent of the 
Zemindar through his agent an indispensable condition to the engage- 
ment. 

The proposed Law, to be in any way beneficial, must have a summary 
and immediate effect. Any delay in the Magistrate’s Court, followed 
by a further suspense pending the decision on appeal by the judge, 
would render the Law practically useless. A summary procedure with- 
out appeal being therefore essential to its success, it is necessary that the 
circumstances attendant on the making of the engagement should be such 
as to preclude all after excuses on the part of the contractingparty. The 
signature of the Zemindar’s agent would be the proof that the Eyot had 
willingly contracted the engagement. 

It is not to be denied that reputable and icspectable as is the dUls of 
Indigo Planters for the most part, still amongst them there are some 
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unscrupulous persons. A measure preventing fraud on their part must 
therefore be included. I consider that the full list of the season’s en- 
gagements required by Section II., which would be open to general in- 
spection in tffc Magistrate’s Court, would afford a S||re means of detect- 
ing any such attempt at fraud, long before any suit could be preferred 
based on a false contract ; as well as it would enable the Magistrate to 
detect any Ryot who might have received advances from more than one 
person. I may also observe that any planter who once defrauded Ryots 
contracting with him would effectually discourage them and all others 
from again entering into engagements with him. 

The date specified in Section II. is the ordinary period at which 
advances are made, but a Magistrate may, at his dicretion, and on con- 
sideration of special circumstances in any District, determine another 
date as the last on which attestation can be effected. 

The possession to be given under Section V. Avould be given under the 
same procedure as that in use in cases under Act IV. of 1840. 


Bill for the ensuring the Execution of Engagements for the Cultivation and Delivery of 

Indigo Plant. 

Every written engagement for the cultivation and delivery of Indigo Plant 
shall be countersigned by the person making the advance, and by the Zemin- 
dar’s Goniashta of the Moiizah in which the l^d to be cultivated is situate. 

II. Eveiy such engagement shall be presented to the Magistrate of the Dis- 
trict V)efore the 1st day of September in t^ach year, or before such date as may 
be determined by the Magistrate; and the Magistrate shall fix to each document 
his signature, and the date thereof. On the 1st day of September, or on such 
date as may be determined as above, every person making advances and receiv- 
ing such engagements for the season then commencing, shall furnish the Magis- 
trate with a full list of aU such engagements received by him in the Form A. 

III. If any person who may have made such advances shall have just reason 
to believe that an individual, under engagement to him, is in any way evading 
or intending to evade the execution of the said engagement, it shall be compe- 
tent to such person to present a Petition of ^mplaint to the Magistrate, filing 
with the same the Deed of Engagement, attested as provided in the first and 
second Section of this Act. 

rv# On the presentation of such Petition and Deed, a summons shall be im- 
mediately issued requiring the individual complained against to attend and 
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answer to the complaint, personally or by Agent, before flie Magistrate, within a 
reasonable specified period, but which shall in no case exceed fourteen days. 

V. •!£ the individual thus summoned shall attend personally or by agent 
within the specified period, and shall offer to fulfil his engagement, he shall be 
permitted to do so. If he shall refuse to execute his engagement, or after 
offering to fulfil it shall fail to do so, or if he shall not appear within the time 
specified, the Magistrate shall summarily order possession of the land described 
in the engagement to be delivered to the person making tlie advances, and 
shall maintain him therein until the expiry of the season for which the said 
engagement has been made ; and any such order of a Magistrate shall be final. 

VI. In every case in which the Magistrate shall order possession to be given 
to the person making the advances, he shall require from the said person an 
agreement that on gathering the entire crop grown on the land so possessed 
he will pay to the individual who originally made the engagement the balance, 
if any, which he contracted to pay for the prodiice, after deducting therefrom 
the expenses which he shall have incurred in b ringing tffe crop to maturity, as 
also any rent which he may have paid for the land so possessed by him. 

VII. Any person who sliall aid or abet any contracting Ryot in the evasion 
of his engagement shall be liable to a fine not exceeding one hundred Rupees 
for each such offence, or in default of payment shall be imprisoned for one 
month; such order being subject to the usual law of appeal. 


Fokm a. 


List of Engagements for the Cultivation and elivery of Dhidigo Plants for 
the Season commencing 


Name of Mouzah. 

Name of Ryot. 

Quantity and Boundanes of Laud. 


1 1 

i 

1 
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From A. R. Young, Esq, Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to T. B. 
Lane, Est^., Eajshaliye, — (No. 3538, dated Fort William, the 3rd Juno 
1859.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
dated the 14th ultimo, submitting for the consideration of the Lieu- 
tenant Governor the Draft of a Bill for ensuring the due performance 
of Contracts entered into by Eyots for the cultivation of Indigo. 

2. The proposed Law, in Ilis Honor’s opinion, is open to the fol- 
lowing objections. 

3. The breaches of contract for which it is intended to provide a 
remedy are already open to the natural remedy ol an action for damages. 
If this remedy is found sufficient for all otlier breaches of contract, and 
especially for those ^l^cre the contract is for the production of any other 
cl-op besides Indigo, the Lieutenant Governor does not understand' why 
it should not be sufficient for such breaches w'hero Indigo is the article 
contracted for. It is well known to be a common practice for Native 
and other capitalists to make advances for the cultivation of Sugar, 
Cotton, Grain, and other crops ; and no c.xtraordiuary interference of 
Magisterial authority is asked for in such cases. Why should it bo ne- 
cessary where Indigo is the article in question ? 

4. If, as is presumable, the reason be tliai Indigo is not paid for at 
^ price which makes it as profitable to tlie Ryot as other crops, that 
circumstance by no means justifies a special Law applicable to Indigo in 
favor of the party making the advance and against the Ryot. 

5. In proposing a special Law regarding Indigo or any other crop, it 
is incumbent on the promoter of the Law to ascertain and show, as his 
first step, what the specialty is which, in his opinion, warrants special 
legislation in lliat particular case. This you have omitted to do. 

6. The proposed Law proceeds apparently on the assumption that the 
Zemindar’s permission is necessary before a Ryot can cultivate his land 
in any particular manner ; but this is not the case : generally speaking 
the Zemindar has no right to interfere with the Ryot’s cultivation, and 
his consent does not make any contract <!le Ryot may enter into more 
or *^688 binding than it otherwise would be. 

7. ^Your Draft Act again makes no provision for cases in which a 
contract between a Ryot, or a persons 'claiming to be a Ryot, cannot be 
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executed witliout interfering with, the rights of a tliircl part}"; as 
where A contracts with a party to cultivate Indigo on B’s. land, or on 
land which B claims to be his ; such cases, it is obvious^ are not suitable 
for the decision of a Criminal or Police Ch)iirt. 

8. His Honor, however, considers the provision suggested in your 
Draft, for securing the reality of contracts for the cxiltivation of Indigo 
and the freedom of action of the weaker party on such occasions, 
namely by requiring tliein, in order to their being of legal validity, to 
be entered into in presence of a Public Officer, a very good one, and 
one that might with advantage bti extended to contracts made under 
advances for the cultivation of any crop whatsoever. The attention 
of the Legislative Member of Bengal will be drawm to tins suggestion. 


No. 3;m 

Copy of the above letter, and of the one to which it is a reply, to^ 
gether with the Draft Bill, forwarded for llie information of the Legis 
lalive Member of CVmncil for Bengal. 


Prom T. B. L.^nk, Eh j., KajNhaliye, to the Secretary to the Government of 
Ih ngnl,—- (dated tho June 1S59 ) 


Sir, 

With reference to 3 "our letter to my address, No. 3538, 
of the 3rd instant, I Ixave the honor respectfully to submit some 
further obsei vations on my Draft Act concerning Indigo Contracts. 

2. I would with all deference observe, that there is a great differ^ 
ence in the position of persons making ad^"ances for the cultivation of 
Indigo and those who make advances for the production of other crops. 
The former class consists of persons who, expending large sums of 
money in advances for the cultivation of land, reside in the immediate 
vicinity of that land, carry on the subsequent manufactures, in which 
other large sums are expended on the spot, and possess considerable 
influence with the population, iif consequence of this connection with 
them,^rom which so many earn their maintenance. This influencj^, 
exercised independent of the Zemindar, is most distasteful to him# and 
although he may be jometimes propijtoted by large presents to himself 

la 
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and his Anilah, his feelings of dislike to the position held by the Indigo 
Planter are often so strong that he uses all his efforts to prevent the 
actual cultivation of the plant. At the best, cultivation is impeded 
by a heavy tax, and in some cases stopped altogether. 

2. I do not assert that tlic Zemindar lias the slightest right to re- 
gulate the cultivation of his Eyots’ land; but regarding the Immense 
power possessed by him over them, by whieh he can compel them in any 
case to act at his will, I wish it to bo made essential to the free charac- 
ter of the contract between Planter and Cultivator, tliat there should be 
a formal recognition of its existence on the Zemindar’s part. The con- 
tract would not be more binding, but the Magistrate would feel assured 
that it had been really or willingly made. 

4. Under the present Law in cases of breach of contract the Planter, 
who, honourably averse to resort to physical force, applies to the Civil 
Court for redress, cannot there obtain a sufficient compensation fm- liis 
toss. The damages awarded cannot be recovered from Kyots, who have 
little or no property, who have taken the advances because they wanted 
money to pay their rent. And us these breaches do not occur singly, 
but all the Kyots of the Zemindaree act in conceit, an Indigo Planter as 
at present situated may at any time find himself injured in a very serious 
degree . 

5. Assuming therefore that Indigo Planters are engaged in sustain- 
ing a commerce in one of the most valuahle products of India, that in 
doing so they expend a large amount of capital, and affect materially 
both the weal of tlie surrounding population and the rt‘ venues of the 
country, I would urge that it is both politic and ju‘-t that tliey sliould 
be specially protected from the opposition so constantly shovvn to them 
by the neighbouring Zemindars, who by exercising their great power 
can effectually bar the progress of their cultivation. 

6. I have heard that many Kyots believe that Indigo is not so prvifit- 
able to them as other crops arc. What I wish to secure is, not the forcing 
the Kyot to make engagements which he does not like, hut merely 
that when he has, with the cognizance of his Zemindar’s agent, willing- 
ly agreed to certain terms, he should be compelled afterwards to fulfil 
them. 

, 7. Let me add, that It seems very probable that if a summary r^^dy 
as proposed by me can be provided, breaches of contract will but seldom 
occur through fear of the immediate result, and the whole question will 
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settle into its proper position, that if a Zemindar wisKes to prevent 
his Ryots from cultivating for a factory, he will obliged to do so by pre- 
venting them at first from taking advances, instead of allowing them to 
take the money and afterwards deny the contract. 

8* With reference to the 7th paragraph of your letter, I would sug- 
gest that, if in the opinion of His Honor tjje presence of the Zemindar’s 
agent cannot be considered a sufficient guarantee that the land con- 
tracted for belongs to the Ryot contracting, an addition should be made 
to the 4th Section of the Draft as follows : — 

“ Provided, that if within one month from the date specified in Sec- 
tion II., any individual shall before the Magistrate claim land described 
in the list of engagements for the SQagon to be his holding, not that of 
the Ryot in whose name it is entered, the Magistrate from receiving any 
petition from the person making advances for the cultivation of the said 
land, shall refrain from proceeding imdcr this Act, referring the parties 
to tliss Civil Court. 


From A. 11. Younu, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to T. B. 
La-NE, Esq. Rujslialiye, — (No. 42*20, dated Fort "William, the 5tli July 1859.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
dated the 23rd ultimo, submitting further observations on your Draft 
Act concerning Indigo Contracts, which has been duly laid before the 
Lieutenant Governor. 



No. VII, 


Prom E. Pm'STV.'icn, Esq., to th^ IIou bio E. J. IIilliday, Lieutenant Governor 
of Bengal,— (No. 320 , dated the -inJ J^ebruary 1859.) 

SiK, 

With reference to the interview I had the lionor to have 
with you on 'rixursday last., 1 beg to hand you a statement of the facts I 
mentioned on that occasion. 

1. 1 am the proprietor of the llobra Indigo Concern in Zillah Baraset, 
and largely interested in the several concerns belonging to the Bengal 
Indigo Company, as also Indigo Concerns in Zilluhs Arrah, Tirlioot, and 
Jessore. 

2. Mr. Eden, tlic present Magistrate of Zillah Baraset, has expressed 
his determination in the most hostile manner (through the medium of the 
Field newspaper, of which it Is notorious he is the Mofussil editor, as 
also generally to every person with whom he comes in contact,) to entirely 
do away witli Indigo cultivation within tlic l)istiict of Baraset, stating 
that in the course of two years no Indigo sliall be sown in that District. 

3. In consecpiciice of Mr. Eden s expressed and well known hostility 
to the cultivation of Indigo, the Ryfits of (Jhown'assee and Ookrah Per- 
gunnahs in tJie Hobra Concern have entered into a (Combination not to 
come in and S(ittlc their accounts for the past season, or to enter into any 
arrangement to clear oil the money they are Indebted to me. 

4. In order to insure the good working of the llobra Concern, I took 
an Ezarali of Chowrassce Pergunnah, in ^\hich 1 pay an annual yearly 
loss of six thousand Rupees. Every possible indulgence has been sliown 
towards the Ryots. I have never attempted to increase the collection.s 
in any way, and have borne witli this loss that the Ryots should have 
every encourag(micnt to act fairly by tlie concern. They now being 
assured that tlie ]\Iaglstratc will support them in evading their Indigo 
engagements, refuse to sow Indigo as heretofore. 

5. On representations made to me last season by Mr. Eden, that Mr. 
Hampton permitted the servants of Hobra to act unfairly towards the 
Eyots, I removed Mr. Hampton from charge of the concern and also 
discharged the old servants, Mr. Eden assuring me I had only to do so 
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to make tlie Ryots exceedingly well disposed towards the Concern, and 
promising me every encouragement and assistance. 

6. I now discover that I have been completely misled, and that Mr. 
Eden’s determination to uproot Indigo cultivation is the real cause of my 
present difficulties, and where a Magistrate of a district does not hesitate 
to express publicly his hostility to Indigo, it is quite impossible for me 
to expect assistance or justice from him, and my position has been made 
doubly difficult by my having a new Manager, Assistant and servants. 

7. I have invested a large amount of capital in the Hobra Concern. 
I have this year provided Indigo seed at a very great cost, and when 
investing my capital in District Baraset, 1 did so in full confidence that 
I shouli receive every fair assistance and encouragement, and not be 
ruined by an Officer of Government who is determined to carry out his 
expressed theory as to what is best for the good of the country, viz.^ the 
entire cessation of Indigo cultivation to be superseded by Cotton. 

8. * Mr. Eden makes a pretence that his private feelings do not affect 
his official acts, and do not influence his Amlah, the Police, and the 
Ryots of the District. Any person at all acquainted with the influence a 
Magistrate exercises in the IMofussil, must know that he has only to raise 
his finger to put up the Ifyots to rebel against the Factory, and Ryots 
generally are only too glad of any excuse to avoid paying tlieir just debts. 

9. In the many Indigo concerns in which J am interested no diffi- 
culty like the present exists. It is olnly in Baraset, and with a Magistrate 
so biassed and prejudiced ; and if Mr. Eden’s present policy is to be pur- 
sued by him and adopted by other Magistrates, it must certainly result 
in my ruin as well as that of all men who have brought capital to the 
country for investment in liuligo. 


From E. Pbestwich, Esq., to tho Hon’ble F. J. Halltday, Lieutenant Governor 
of Beujfal, — (dated Calcutta, Utli April 1859.) 

SiK, 

You will doubtless recollect the interviews which I had 
the honor to have with you, on the 27th January and 3rd February 
last, in respect of certain complaints which I made against the Honffile 
Mr. Eden, the Magistrate of Baraset, as affecting my interests in the 
Baraset Concerns, of which I am the proprietor. 

2. At the latter of these interviews Eden was present, and I 
agreed, in order to avoid the necessity of proceeding further in the 



( ) 


matter, to at proposition tliat was then made to the effect that Mr. Eden 
should on his return to his charge persuade the Kyots to come in to the 
factory in order that they might compare and settle their accounts 
for the past season. 

3. So far however from Mr. Eden’s canying out this arrangement 
upon his return, he, in open Court, stated that I had petitioned Govern- 
ment for his removal, and that I had been unsuccessful in my application, 
thereby letting the Eyots know, that what they otherwise would not 
have known, that we were opposed to each other, and intimating to them 
that they might proceed to tlie factory if they pleased, wliich they 
were probably aware of before. 

Subsequently, on the 20th February, Mr. Eden issued a rooljiookaree 
much in the same spirit, and tlie result has been, as a matter of course, 
that up to this hour not a Ilyot has come in to settle his accounts. 

Finding that Mr. Eden was not acting with even a show of fairness, 
but that his hostility to the factory had been increased by my pro- 
ceedings, I laid the matter before Mr. A. Grotc, the Commissioner of the 
District. After some delay, Mr. Grotc replied that no case was made 
out for his interference or for representation to Government, upon the 
ground, as stated in the following extract of his letter to me dated the 6th 
inst., tliat “ the explanation of theroobookarcc of the effect of which you 
“ complain is given in the following extracts from Mr. Eden’s letter, 
“ (paras. 17-20) which show thattlfe latter warned you of what might be 

expected from his interfering in the manner proposed by you.” 1 
appeal to you, Sir, whether Mr. Eden’s explanation is a fair explanation 
of what actually took place, and whether he has interfered in the manner 
proposed by me, whether he has not by the wording of the roobookarce 
taken every possible advantage of his position still further to complicate 
the business. 

Mr. Grote appears to be under the impression, from Mr. Eden’s 
explanation, that the roobookarce was issued in ♦its present form with 
your approval and sanction, and therefore, coming from high authority, 
it is not a matter for his interference. 

The actual and ruinous result is that 1 have been able as yet to sow 
only about 2,600 beegahs, or less than one-fourth of the cultivation of any 
previous year, and should this combination amongst the Eyots continue 
to receive the encouragement of the Magistrate, the factory will be 
closed. 
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The only resource left to me therefore is a^ain (o appeal to you, that 
you will be so good as to call for tlic wliolc case, and to give me the 
redress I seek, by removing Mr. Eden from his present eliarge, and 
by giving it to some one whose opinions on the subject of Indigo Plant- 
ing are not so openly and avowedly hostile. 

T beg to annex copies of my correspondence with Mr. Grote, consist- 
ing of my letters to him, dated 16th and 2 1st March, and of liis letters to 
me dated the 17th March and 6th April. 

The certified copy of Mr. Eden’s roobookarec referred to in the pre- 
ceding is with Mr. (irotc. 


From E. rfiESTWien, Esq., to A. Gbote, Esq., Commissioner of Nuddea, — 
(dated Calcutta, Ititli Mareli 1859.) 

Sir, 

I beg to be allowed to bring to your notice the following 
facts, and to solicit your interference with respect thereto in such manner 
as you may think proper for tlie protection of my interests as an Indigo 
Planter wdthin the district of Baraset. 

1. I became the purchaser of the Baraset Indigo Concern, one-half 
in the year 1853, and the remaining half subsequently for one lac of 
Rupees (1,00, 000.) When purchased, there was a cultivation of upwards 
of 16,000 bcegahs of land for the purposes of the factory and an^ 
annual average outturn of upwards of 700 maunds of Indigo. I subse- 
quently, for the ])urpose of insuring the interests of tlic concern, took an 
izarah of Chowrassee Pergunnah at a loss on the annual collections of 
Rs. 6,000. I have shown every indulgence to the Ryots of that Pergun- 
nah, in remitting to them the fees and other exactions which they had 
been in the habit of paying to the Zemindar ; and I have never attempted 
in any way to increase the collections or make up the deficit therein. 
Further, when during last season it was represented to me by the J oint 
Magistrate of Baraset, the llon’ble A. Eden, that some of the native fac- 
tory servants had in liis opinion been guilty of some oppression towards 
certain of the Ryots, I dismissed from my employment not only those 
native servants who were so charged, but also I removed my Europcian 
manager, Mr. Hampton, against whom no charge of participating in such 
aQts had be^n made or shown, but whom Mr. Eden believed to be some- 
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tv’hat to Wame, and I boldly and confidently assert that I have, in all 
respects, so far as lay in my power, both from motives of humanity and 
from a sense of the comfort and well-being of the Ryots being most 
material to the prosperity of the factory, endeavoured to improve their 
condition and gain their confidence. 

2. Notwithstanding such my efforts, this formerly prosperous concern 
is now approaching entire ruin. The cultivation last year declined to 
about 11,000 beegahs ; this year not half .the latter quantity of land has 
been settled for. Although the season is already so far advanced, the 
outstanding balances at the end of last year amount to Rs. 1,14,474-2-10. 
and the Ryots where the combination exists have notwithstanding every 
attempt which has been made by my manager and me hitherto, in almost 
every case, refused to come in and settle their accounts, and those Ryots 
who have taken advances now say that they will not sow unless the otJier 
Ryots sow likiewlic. The result of this is tliat I am threatened with the total 
loss of the large capital, exceeding 2 lacs of Rupees, which I have already 
invested in the concern. The cause of these los.-fos and dlfiiculties is to be 
sought for in the conduct and language of l\Ir. Eden since he came to 
Baraset as Joint Magistrate. That Ofilcer, who lias formed very strong 
opinions on the subject of Indigo Planting, and the necessity of intro- 
ducing what appears to him certain reforms in the system, and the greater 
advantages offered by other cultivation to the Ryot, has taken every 
opportunity of giving expression to those opinions both officially and m 
private correspondence and conversation, and also in the columns of the 
“ Field)' newspaper with which he is notoriously connected as a 
Mofussll contributor, has indulged in attacks on the Indigo Planting 
body generally. The natural and inevitable consequence of such open 
expression of opinion on his part has been that the Ryots throughout 
the Baraset District have formed the o})inion that in declining to come in 
and settle their accounts or enter into fresh contracts, as they did in 
former years, they are acting in a manner calculated to please the 
Magistrate of the district, and that they can rely on his countenance and 
support in any contest they may have with the factory. 

The immediate effect, on such a population as that of Baraset, of such 
impressions will be at once apparent to any one. 

^'3. The justice or injustice of Mr. Eden’js opinions on this subject I 
do not think it is here necessary for me to discuss. The duty of a 
Magistrate is, I submit, entirely be^de the expression of any particular 
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Opinions which he may, as an individual, entertain with regai:^ 
public arfd general questions as arc involved in the displacement of the 
cultivation of Indigo by that of Tobacco or other products, llis duty 
is undoubtedly to protect the liyot from oppression, and to preserve the 
peace, but it is as undoubtedly also his duty to act with the greatest 
impartiality and discretion in the expression of opinions on matters not 
falling within his jurisdiction, which may be well or ill founded, but which 
coming from a person in his^osition arc calculated to lead to the falsest 
impressions among the ignorant and ill disposed, and to operate most 
prcjudiciously on the interests of a largo body of men whose difficulties 
are already considerable, and whose experience is so much greater tlian 
his. I will here only observe, as an instance of the amount of know- 
ledge which Mr. Eden brings to bear on this important subject, that 
one of the principal grievances which he has repeatedly put forward 
on behalf of the Ryot is that he loses by the cultivation of Indigo to 
J;he explusion of that of Tobacco, which Mi\ Eden particularly advocates 
in Baraset ; whereas every person having any knowledge of the rotation 
of crops in this country is aware that Tobacco and Indigo arc grown 
at different seasons on the same ground, and do not interfere tlic one 
with the other. 

4. Finding at the commencement of this year that the prospects of 
the concern were so disastrous, and having ascertained that the cause of 
the Ryots not coming in was, as stated by themselves, that they con- 
sidered the Magistrate to be opposed to the cultivation of Indigo, I 
obtained two interviews with his Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, on 
the 27th of January and the 3rd of February of this year, relative 
to this matter, at the latter of which Mr. Eden was present. It was 
at the latter of these arranged, with the approval of Mr. Eden himself, 
that my Manager, Mr. Warner, should write a letter to his Honor request- 
ing him to instruct Mr.“ Eden to use his influence with the Ryots of Chow- 
rassee and Ookrah Pergunnahs, to induce them to come in and settle 
their accounts for the past year, Mr. Wamer at the same time under- 
taking to use no coercion whatever to force the Ryots to take fresh 
advances. That letter was accordingly written by Mr. Warner in those 
tenns on the 4th February, and on the same day IVIr. Eden ’without 
waiting for further instructions and without, so far as I can understand, 
any necessity or proper motive for so doing, intimated in open Court 
the failure of the application which had been made for his removal, 

ly 
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inl’oniied them in oilect that the Lieutenant-Governor’s order 
that there was no Law compelling the Ilyot to sow Indigo*, but that 
tliey might sow what tliey pleased ; that the Ryots were to go to the 
factory and settle their accounts, but that an Amlah of the Magistrate 
would accompany tliem to protect them against the Planter ; that if 
the Planter owed tluj Ryot anything it must be paid immediately, 
but if he ]iad any claim against the Ryot it must be sued for, and that the 
Ryots who had already entered into C()ntra|J.s ought to perform them, but 
that no one must be forced to enter into them. 

The effect of this merely colorable performance of the promise he had 
given before the Lieut. Governor has been to make matters worse than 
they were before. A number of Ryots who had previously promised to 
come into the factory and settle their accounts, on hearing of this order, 
declined to do so, and the reason in all cases assigned is the expressed 
hostility of the Magistrate towards the Indigo IMaiiters. 

On the 2()th of f'ebruary, Mr. Edcii issued an onler in open Court to 
the same effect, in great }>art as the former of the 4tli, but with the addi- 
tion that ‘any Ryot who sliould go to the factory should be exempted 
from arrest while there uj)on any decree wliieli the factory might pre- 
viously have obtained against them. l>y this Mr. Eden api^arently intend- 
ed tc‘ insinuate tliat the coercion (»f Ic^al process might he employed in 
broach of the undertaking wliich 1 had given througli Mr. Warner and so 
further to display his hostile feeling. The result has been that not one 
Ryot has since come into the factory, either to settle accounts or enter 
into agreements. 

As a further illustration of the wi>rking on the minds of the Ryots of 
tlic knowledge of Mr. Eden’s scntimcjits, I may mention that in January 
last Mr. Eden applied to Mr. Warner officially reipiesting that one of 
liis Deputy Magistrates might he allowed to occupy the factoiy house 
at Parcool, one of my sub-factorics. This Mr. Warner declined, as 
there has been no disaffection displayed by the Ryots of that factory 
up to that time, but offered the factory house at Simlah, another sub- 
factory, for his occupation. Notwithstanding such refusal Mr. Eden 
sent the Deputy Magistrate to Parcool, and the consequence has been 
that the Deputy Magistrate informed the Ryots of Mr. Eden’s views 
on the subject of Indigo, and the Ryots who had before entered into 
e^agements and were quietly performing them have since shown every 
unwillingness to carry them out. 



f 147 ) 


In conclusion, Sir, 1 beg to say that 1 am cli-arly aware that there is 
no Law by which tlie Magistrate is bound to assist or can assist the 
Planter in obtaining contracts or their performance from his Kyots. All 
1 claim is non-interference by the Magistrate, so long as no breach of 
the peace or oppression calls for his interv^ention, with tlic free course 
of agriculture and contract 

Mr. Eden’s conduct as Magistrate of Baraset is fraught witli ruin to rne, 
and 1 therefore pray that qp consideration of tliis case, you will be 
pleased to make such representations to (government as may load to tln^ 
removal of ]\Ir. Eden from Baraset, jr to such other measures as shall 
effectually protect my hiterc^^ts. 


From tlieCommisaiunerof the Nuddea Division, to E, Prestwich, Esq,— (No. 41, 
dated Alliporc, l7th March 


I ilAVK tlio lionor of acknowledging the receipt of your 
letter dated yesterday. 

2. You attribute the unfavorable prospects this year of the Hohvali 
Concern to the conduct and language of the floinl, Magistrate of Baraset, 
who you say holds certain strong opinions and lakes every opportunity 
of expressing them ojficialli/, on the subject of Indigo Planting : as a 
consequence of this, the Baraset Pyots are, you think, under an impres- 
sion that in declining to come in and settle their accounts and take fi'esli 
advances tliey arc doing what will please the Joint Magistrate. 

3. If these charges against Mr. Eden arc suscoptihle of ynoof, un- 
doubtedly you have good reason for dissatisfaction, for however strong 
that gentleman’s opinions may be on the existing system of indigo 
cultivation, he is not justified in giving such official expression to them 
as should have the eftcct you describe. I must request you to state 
whether you arc prepared to show that Mr. Eden has thus abused his 
official position, or whether you merely infer that he has done so because 
his opinions on the subject have not been disguised in his private “ cor- 
respondence and conversation and in the columns of the Fields 

4. Notwithstanding these alleged prejudices of the floint Magistraie, 
you appear, however, to have applied*to Government for permission to his 
interfering to settle diflcrences between you and your Byots, and having 
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obtained it, you now complain that by his mode of interference Mr. Eden 
has made matters worse than they were before. “ All I claim,” you 
now say, “ is non-interference by the Magistrate so long as no breach 
“ of the peace calls for his intervention.” — ^This course, I agree with 
you, is binding on a Magistrate, and any deviation from it must be attend- 
ed with embarassment. In this case the deviation seems to have been 

* 

of your own seeking, and to have received the sanction of high authority, 
and the results, which have been so different from what you had expected? 
seem to me to be beyond remedy. I will, however, send your letter for 
Mr. Eden’s remarks, and will on the receipt of these determine wliether 
there are grounds for making |he reference which you desire to 
Government. 


Erom Pbestwich, Esq., to A. Gkote, Esq., Commissioner of Kuddea, — (dated 
Calcutta, the 21st March 1859.) 

SiK, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
dated 17th instant, and in reply beg to state — 

You somewhat misunderstand the cause and object of my application 
to the Lieutenant-Governor ; it was not so much an application for the 
good offices of Mr. Eden in inducing the Ryots to come in and settle 
their accounts, as a charge similar to that 1 have made to you of my dif- 
ficulties having been occasioned by Mr. Eden publishing privately and 
officially his sentiments on the subject of Indigo Planting. There was 
coupled with such charge the request that measures should be taken for 
correcting the mischief in such manner as should seem most advisable 
to the Lieutenant-Governor under the circumstances, and it was in con- 
sequence of what passed at the interview to which I had referred that 
Mr. Eden undertook to use his influence to disabuse the minds of the 
Byots and induce them to come forward and settle their accoimts. I 
merely asked that the Magistrate should not interfere to my prejudice 
in future, and should as far as lay in his power remedy the evil he had 
done before. This he undertook to do, but did not do : the promise he 
gave he carried out neither in letter nor spirit ; his proceedings were such 
as ^ clearly to intimate to the Ryots that he had gained a triumph over 
me before the Lieut. Governor, and -they could be encouraged in their 
opposition to my interests. 
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You have asked me for evidence of my charges. My c'harge in my 
letter to you was that previously to my interviews with the Lieut. 
Governor, Mr. Eden had expressed his sentiments and shown his bias 
in a manner calculated to injure me, and that after these interviews he 
had in breach of his undertaking made matters even worse than before. 

As to the first the evidence is supplied by the well-known fact, which, 
I think, Mr. Eden will hardly deny, and which is notorious to all hi 
Baraset and the adjoining districts, that he does entertain opinions most 
unfavorable to Indigo Planting — ^that he has given the freest expression 
to them in private conversation, correspondence, and in the Press. You 
will easily understand how difficult it is to fix on particular acts or ex- 
pressions while the general tenor of the conduct and language of an 
official leave no doubt in the minds of those by whom lie is suiTounded 
and looked up to, as to the opinions he entertains. And you also 
well know how much greater weight is often attached to, and hoW much 
more important results often attend on such expressions of opinion than 
were perhaps contemplated by the person who uttered them. 

That the effect of Mr. Eden’s conduct has been such as 1 complain of, 
the present ruinous state of my interests in the Baraset Concern suffi- 
ciently attest. 

As to the evidence of Mr. Eden’s conduct subsequent to these 
interviews, I am not in the same difficulty — I can confidently appeal to 
the language of his roobokarree (an authenticated copy of which I liad 
the honor to forward to you), and I ask if anything could be calculated 
more to lead to the conviction in the minds of the liyots that all my 
efforts had totally failed, that the Magistrate had won over the Lieut. 
Governor, and that they would be supported by them both in their 
course of dishonest opposition. 

As I have before stated, the consequence has been, that even those 
who had before promised to come in, put this patent construction on 
these orders, and the concern has been vhlually closed, Mr. Eden being 
more determined than ever in carrying out his theory regardless of all 
consequences — and on this groiuid I pray for his remoA al. 
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From the Commissioner of the Nudden Division, to K. Piiestwich, Esq., at 
Calcutta, — (No. 56Ct., dated Alliporc, the 6lh April 18o9.) 

SiK, 

Having now fully considered your letters dated respec- 
lively the IGtli and 21st ultimo, together with the remarks made on the 
former by the Joint Magistrate of Jlarraset, I have come to the conclu- 
sion that under the circumstances no case is made out for my interfer- 
ance, or for representation to Govennnent. 

2. The explanation of tlie roobokarce, of the effect of which you 
complain, is given in tlie following Extracts from ]\Ir. Eden’s letter 
(paras. 17 to 20) which show that the latter warned you of what might be 
expected from his interfering in the manner proposed by you : — 

Extravt Tavas, 17 io 20 /row Mr, EderCs letter Ao. 270, dated 24^7/ March 1859, to 
the addresa of the Commissioner of the JSUiddea Division. 

“ 17^ Mr, Prcstwich and Mr. Warner came and called uj)on me and 
asked me to compel the attendance of the Eyots at the factory ; I <tcclin- , 
ed to compel their attendance, but on tlu'ir asking mo to depute my 
Sheristadar to try and sc'ttle the difference, I at on<;e complied, he went 
to the spot and reported that iVlr. AVarncr was endeavouring to introduce 
a new form of contract, and tliat the Kyots would not sign it, and that 
as neither party would give way he could do nothing. 

18. A short time after this 1 waited, by instruction, on the Lieute- 
nant- Governor, and was amazed to find that Mr. Prestwich and another 
gentleman, who has nothing to do with the matter, had petitioned the 
Governor for my removal. I returned to my camp to find out what cases 
there had been connected with the concern in my (.’ourt, and found that 
there had been none at all during the past year, with the exception of 
the case in which the Nalbs were imprisoned in June or July during Mr. 
Hampton’s time. The next day I saw the Lieutenant-Governor in the 
presence of Messrs. Prestwich and Goodenough: after making a number 
of groundless and general charges wliich they could not substantiate, 
they agreed that all tliey wanted was my interference to induce the 
Eyots to come in and settle their accounts. The Lieutenant-Governor 
requested me to use thife influence, on receiving an assurance that no 
advantage should be taken of their attending to settle their accounts 
to compel them to enter into fresh contracts, the Ryots being told what 
their rights were, and an Amlah being deputed to see that no coercive 
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measures were made use of. 1 protested slightly because knowing that 
tlic effect of this order would be to let the llyots see that it was not 
tlie wish of Government that they should be forced to cultivate Indigo 
(as they now belicA^e it to be), and feeling convinced that they conse- 
quently would not sow any longer under compulsion, 1 felt sure that the 
owners of the factory would throw the blame upon me ; His Honor how- 
ever said that this was a question for the consideration of the owners of 
the factory, not for me, and if they agreed to it I had no right to object, 

“19. I returned home and finding that as usual on such occasions a report 
had been spread that 1 had been removed at the request of the owners 
of the factory, I explained at once what had occurred so as to counter- 
act the evil effects that would have arisen from the belief that I had been 
removed for protecting the Ryots. 1 subsequently sent for the Ryots 
and requested them to go into the factory and settle their accounts, and 
told them in the presence of Mr. Rrestwicdi’s Mooktear that they had 
better pay their balances. 'Fhc account given of what took place on the 
4th 1 distinctly deny ; it is a report that he has received from a Native, 
and lie ought better to have known the value of such reports. 

“20. At the request of Mr. Jhestwich's JMooktear I put all that passed 
in writing, giving him a copy to forward to his master : some of the 
Ryots declined to attend the factory on the grounds that former 
Managers had instituted false suits in other districts and had obtained 
ex parte decrees that had lain over for many years, and that jMr. Warner 
would execute these on them when tliey attended the factory* As the 
Lieutenant-Governor evidently wished the Ryots to settle their accounts, 
I got over objection by ruling that as they were going in accordance 
with my wishes they should be exempt from arrest by decree of the 
Civil Court in the same way as if (johig and coming to my Court, a ruling 
which I consider perfectly justified by the circumstance. 


Minute by the Hon’ble the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, — (dated the '2lst April 

1859 .) 


Mk. PiiESTWicir, owner of an Indigo Concern in Zillah Baraset, ac- 

Complaiat of Mr. Prostwich companicd by Mr. Goodenough, waited onme 
against Mr. Eden. to represent that he suiFcred greatly from the 

undeserved hostility of Mr. Eden (the* District Magistrate) to the whole 
system of Indigo Planting. That Mr. Eden paraded these opmions in 
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xnviwy way?, and took care to have them known so that he was no longer 
believed to be impartial between Planters and their Kyots. Moreover, 
he had in certain cases acted unjustly towards Mr. Prestwich, and for 
tliese reasons ought not to be continued in an OifHce which brought him 
into constant contact with Planters and marred his reputation for impar- 
tiality, wdiile it threatened Mr. Prestwich with ruin. Mr. PresUvich 
also made these and other statements in writing to the same effect. Ilis 
letter is appended. 

I saw Mr. Eden on the subject, and it appeared to me from his state- 
ments that the present condition of affairs in Baraset between Mr. Prest- 
wich and some of his Ryots was such as to threaten the public peace, and 
was likely to spread to other places. But that it was probable that a 
verbal explanation might remove most of the causes of difference and 
lead to a satisfactory result. Accordingly Mr. Eden readily consented to 
meet Mr. Prestwich and Mr. Goodenough, and discuss the subject before 
me. 

At the meeting it was plainly shown that Mr. Eden's conduct had been 
strictly legal, though it certainly appeared to me that Mv, Eden betrayed 
some prejudice against the system of Indigo Pknting. It was certain 
however that Mr. Prestwich had looked to Mr. Eden for such assistance 
as Mr. Eden could not justly or legally afford, and that he was by no 
means fully informed as to his own legal rights as a Planter, or as to 
the true limits of the Magistrate’s jurisdiction. Indeed much of Mr. 
‘Prestwich’s- irritation proceeded evidently from a misunderstanding in 
these points, and was moderated when the subject was more fully explained 
to him. 

Ultimately Mr. Prestwich receded from much of what he had at first 
desired to demand ; and he made a proposition which I thought Mr. Eden, 
for the sake of peace and good understanding in his District, might 
fairly accede to. Mr. Prestwich was therefore requested to put it into 
writing and Mr. Eden undertook to assent to it if expressed as he 
anticipated. 

Mr. Prestwich’s agent afterwards wrote the following letter : — 

“ To the Hon’ble F. J. Halliday, Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. 
«“SlR, 

“ Mr. Prestwich, the owner of the Hobra Concern, having 
informed me of the conversation which he had the honor to hold with 
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you on Thursday last, regarding the difficulties at present existing in that 
concern, I beg to state that some of those difficulties may, 1 hope, be re- 
duced if you will be good enough to instruct Mr. Eden, the Magistrate 
of the Baraset District, to use his influence with the Ryots of the Chow- 
rassec and Ookrah Pergunnahs to induce them to come into the factory 
to compare the balances of their accounts for the operations of the past 
season. Should the Ryots come into the factory for this purpose, T 
engage that I will use no coercive measures to force them to take fresh 
advances for the ensuing year. 

have, &c., 

- J. G Warnek." 

IlOBRA, ^ 

The 4:th Fell/. 1859.” > 


As this exactly accorded with the verbal proposition above alluded to, 
and was perfectly fair and reasonable, while it was stated that an assent to 
It would cause most of the differences between Mr. Prcstwich and his 
Ryots to cease, 1 caused my Private Sixretary to write as follows to Mr. 
Eden : — 

“My Dear Mr. Ede?^, 

“In forwarding you the accompanying copy of a letter from 
Mr. Warner, I am desired by the Lieutenant-Governor to say that, al- 
though you arc under no legal obligation to interfere in this way, yet 
llis Honor thinks that you may unobjcctionably do what is asked for the 
general benefit of the parties concerned. 

“If the Ryots should seek your advice, I am to observe that you should 
take care that they are under no misunderstanding as to their lawful 
rights, and you should adopt full precautions to ensure them from any force 
or coercion as to new advances, or on any other account whatever. 


“ Allipore, 

“ The 11th Feby, 1859.” 


} 


“ I am, &c., 

“ H. Raban.” 


The above is an accurate statement of what passed, 

Mr. Prestwich now complains that Mr. Eden has not fairly acted up ip 
his implied agreement, and has submitted another complaint to that effect, 
together with his correspondence with Mr. Grotc, the Commissioner of the 
24-Pergunnahs. 


20 
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But the roobokarrce alluded to by Mr, Prestwich is not transmitted, 
and it is essential to a riglit understanding of the case. 

I request therefore that the Commissioner may be called upon to for- 
ward a copy and translation of the roobokaree in question, with any fur- 
ther remarks he or My. Eden may desire to submit on the subject. 

The substance of the statement in this Minute vsliould be communicated 
to the Commissioner, together with copies of the letters adverted to. 


From A. E. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Oflg. 
Commissioner of the Nuddea Division. — 261*1, dated Fort 'William, the 
23rd April 1859.) 

SiK, 

In forwarding to you a copy of a letter from IMr. Prest- 
wich, the owner of an Indigo Conceni in Zlllah Daraset, dated the ISth 
instant, in which he brings a complaint against Mr. Eden, the Joint Ma- 
gistrate of that District, I am directed to inform you that some little time 
ago Mr. Prestwich, accompanied ]>y Mr. Coodenough, waited on tlic 
Lieutenant-Governor to represent that he sullered greatly from tlic unde- 
served hostility of Mr. Eden to the wliolc system of Indigo l^lanting ; 
that Mr. Eden paraded tlicse opinions in many ways, and took occasion to 
have them known so that he was no longer believed to be impartial be- 
tween Planters and their Eyots ; un<l tliat, moreover, in certain cases lie 
had acted unjustly towards Mr. Prestwich ; and that for these reasons he 
ought not to be continued in tlic oTIicc wliich l>rouglit him into constant 
contact with Planters and marred his reputation for impartiality, while it 
threatened Mr. Prestwich witli ruin. These and other statements to the 
same effect were also made by Mr. Prestwich in writing, in a letter dated 
the 2nd February last, of which a copy is appended. The Lieutenant- 
Governor saw Mr. Eden on the subject, and learnt from him that there 
were differences between Mr. Prestwicli and some of his Ryots, which 
threatened the public peace, but that it was probable that a verbal ex- 
planation might remove most of the causes of diflercuce and place mat- 
ters on a satisfactory footing. Mr. Eden readily consented to meet Mr. 
Prestwich and Mr. Goodenough, and discuss the subject in my presence. 

' Accordingly a meeting was arranged, and at this meeting it was plainly 
shown that Mr. Eden’s conduct had been strictly legal, though it ap- 
peared to His Honor that he betrayed some prejudice against the system 
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of Iiidigo Planting. It was certain, however, that Mr. Prcstwich harl 
lv)oked to Mr. Eden for such assistance as Mr. Edeii could not justly or 
Icgally/afFord, and that lu^ was by no moans fully informed as to liis 
own legal rights as a Planter, or as to the true limits of tho Magistrate’s 
jurisdiction. Indeed it was evident tliat much of Mr. Prestwich’s 
irritation proceeded from a mlsunderslaiullng on those })oiuts, and was 
mod(‘ratcd wdien the subject was more fully explained to him. 

Plthnatoly Mr. Ihvstwich receded from much of what lie had at first 
desired to demand, and be made a ])roposltion which the Lieutenant- 
(lovornor thought Mr. Eden, for the sake of peace and good under* 
standing in his District, niiglit friirly accede to. Ifr. l^rostwich wa.s 
therefore re([uested to put his jn-opositiou into writing, and Mr. Eden 
undertook to asstnit to it if ex])rcss<Mi as lie anticipated. 

JNfr. Pre^twlch’s agents afterwards addle^scd Ills Honor requesting 
tliat Eden inigJit be ‘‘instructed to use hh influence with the Ryots 
of the Phowrassee and Ookruh Pergunnahs to induce them to come 
into the factory io compare the lialances of their accounts for the 
o]>cratu)ns (»f the past season,” he himself engaging on his part to “ use 
no coercive measures to force tliemlo take fresh advances for the ensuing 
year,” if tliey should do so. 

As tliis <*xactly accorded with tlie verbal proposition above alluded to, 
and at the same tlmelljijieared to be jierfectly fair and reasonable, while 
it was stated that an assent to it would cause most of tlie diflerenccs be* 


tween Mr. Prestwicli and his Ryots to cease, Ilis Honor caused it to be 
intimated to ]\Ir. Eden, through his Ihiiate S<‘eretary, that although he 
was under no legal obligation to inteifere in tlu^ way proposed, His 
Honor thoiigbt that he might un object ion ably do vliat was asked for the 
general benefit of llie jiarties concerned. 

“If the Ryots should seek your luhiee,” it was obsoiwod, “you should 
take care that they are uuder no misnnderst am ling as to their lawful 
rights, and you sliould iidojit full precautions to ensure them from any 
force or coercion as to now a<lvances, or on any other account whatever.’^ 

Mr. Prcstwich now complains that Mr, Eden has not fai ly acted iq) to 


Mr. Pr('Mwi('h’s lottt'r, diittHl 
ICllj Male'll 

Mr. (Iroto’s lotter, No. 41, (laicd 
17th ditto. 

Ml. Probiwieh’s letter, dati'd 
2lat ditto. 

Mr. Orotti’H letter, Na 5C0t, 
wed Cth April. 


his inqilied agn'cmcnt, and has submitted 
another complaint to that eflect, together 
witli his correspondence with Mr. Commis- 
sioner Grotc referred to in the margin. But 
tlie roobokarree alluded to by Mr, Prest- 
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wlcli, which is essential to a right understanding of the ease, has not been 
reeeived. 

I am desired therefore to request that you will be so good as to for- 
ward to this Office, at your earliest convenience, a copy and translation 
of the document in question with any remarks which you or Mr. Eden 
may desire to make on the subject. 


From J. n. Young, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to 
A. E. Young, Esq., Seerettiry to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 88Ct., 
dated the 29th April 1859.) 

SiK, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge tlie receipt of your 
letter No. 2644, of the 23rd instant, on the subject of the complaint 
made by Mr. Prestwich, the owner of an Indigo Concern in Zillah 
Baraset. against Mr. Eden, the Joint Magistrate of that District. 

2. I beg to enclose, as requested, a copy and translation of the roo- 
bokarree written hy Mr. Eden, which forms the ground-woi-k of Mr. 
Prestwicli s complaint. 

3. I have not thought it necessary to call upon Mr, liden for any 
fuilhcr exidanation at present, as I quite concur with Mr. Grote in the 
opinion he has formed and stated in his letter to Prestwdeh, No. 5G 
Ct., of the 6th instant, wdiich is before Government, that tliat gentleman 
has failed to make out any case calling for the interference of the Com- 
missioner or for representation to Government. 

4. Sliould, however, ihe Lieutenant-Governor take a different view 
of the matter, perhaps he will allow Mr. Eden an opportunity of explain- 


Ttanslation of ilie MoohoJearree held hy the Joint Magistrate of Baraset^ under 
date the 20th February 1859. 

The Agent of the Hobrah Concern, in the District of Baraset having 
among other comph^irits represented to His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal that the Eyots of Ookrah and Chowrassee have wickedly combined 
not to sow Indigo, the only demand that was admitted against them after 
various discussions is that they did not settle their accounts. The Agent agreed 
not to exercise any oppression whatever on them, and the Lieutenant-Governor 
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nccordingly ordered the Joint Magistrate to siimmon tlie and explain lo 
them that they should go to the factory in order to settle their accounts, to 
receive their dues if creditor, or to pay their debts if debtor, and to take 
advances for sowing Indigo if they are willing to do so ; that if they are unwill- 
ing to sow Indigo, the Agent cannot by force give them advances ; that where 
they have their own land they liavc power to make any cultivation they like on 
it, and that he has been directed to emphiy an Amlah to see that no oppression 
whatever is practised until the accounts are adjusted. Accordingly, the Joint 
Magistrate summoned the l^yots. Mokin Mundle, of Ookrah, and Shib Chunder 
Chatterjee, Ameer Biswas and others, of Chowrassce, appearing before him in the 
presence of Ramkanyi Ghosal,Mooktear of the Factory, h(^ explained to them the 
above orders. The Ryots all agreed to abide by these orders, but Shib Chun- 
der Chatterjee and some other Ryots said that it is probable that the Agent of 
the Factory will execute the false decrees wliich ho has obtained against them in 
other Districts, seize them wlu'n they will go to the Factory to settle the accounts, 
and pi^t them to pains in order t5 make them submit. On this ground they 
prayed that some measiu'es he taken to prevent such acts ; since the Ryots 
will go to the Factory according to tlu; instructions of the Joint Magistrate, 
they cannot be seized by any other Adawlut till they return home from the 
Factory. 

Ordered, that a Perwannah be issued to Juggobundoo Mitter, ]\lohurir c»l' 
the Ilobrah Thannah, to tlie eilect that he shall attend the Factory wliilst the 
Ryots are engaged there t% adjust tlieir accounts, and see that the Agent does 
not force them by oppression to do anything ; that there be no hindrance to 
the Ryots acting in Indigo matters according to their own wnll, and that the un- ^ 
willing Ryots do not dissuade tln^ willing Ryots from sowing Indigo. That he 
be informed that tlie Ryots will go to the Factory in the jurisdiction of which 
they live, and that he will have to attend the Factory where his presence is re- 
quired by the Ryots, and to act as directed above. That he will, moreover, see 
that they are not seized in execution of a decree of any other Courts when they 
go to the Factory to close their accounts, and until they return home fi’oin 
thence. That two Perwannahs be written similar to that wliich will be written 
to the Mohurir, one to be given to Mokin Mundle, of Ookrah, and the other to 
Ameer Biswas, of Chowrassee. 
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From A. B. YotjNa, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to E. 

Prestwich, Esq.-~ (No. 3066, dated Fort William, the 13th May 1859.) 

Sir, 

1 AjNI directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
dated tlie 15th April last, representing the diiriculties experienced hy you 
in one of your Indigo Concerns in the llarasct District, and complaining 
against certain proceedings of Mr. Eden, the Joint Magistrate of that 
District, Avhicli, in your opinion, have caused those difliculties. 

2. The late Lieutenant-Governor lias placed on record a ]\linutc 
detailing the circumstances comiectcd with the interviews Avitli him to 
which you refer, at the last of which IMr. Eden was present. 

3. Mr. Ilalliday has observed that at this incctltig it was plainly 
shown that Mr. Eden’s conduct liad been strictly legal, and that it was 
evident you had looked to Jlr. Eden foi^such assistance as lie could not 
justly or legally allbrd. The result of the interview was tliat you were 
requested to put in writing a proposition which you liad made, and to 
which Mr. Ilalliday thought Mr. Eden miglit, for the sake of peace and 
good understanding in his District, fairly accede. 

4. This proposition w^as accordingly submitted in waiting by your 
agent, and was to the effect that Mr. Eden might be “instructed to use 
his influence with the Ilyots of the Chowrassee^and Ookrah l^crgunnahs 
to induce them to come into your factory to compare tlie balances 
of their accounts for the operations of the past season,” your Agent 
engaging, on your part, to “ use no cocftjivc measures to force them to 
take fresh advances for the ensuing year.” 

5. On receipt of this communication Mr. Ilalliday caused it to be inti- 
mated to Mr. Eden through his Private Secretary, that although he was 
under no legal obligation to interfere in the way proposed, he (Mr. 
Halliday) thought that lie might unolijcctionably do what was asked for 
the general benefit of the parties concerned. “If the Kyots sliould seek 
your advice,” it was observed, “ you should take care that they arc under 
no misunderstanding as to their lawful rights, and you should adopt full 
precautions to ensure them from force or coercion as to new advances, 
or on any other account whatever.” 

6. In your letter under reply, you complained that Mr. Eden had 
not fairly carried out the proposed arrangement, but, on the contrary, had 
proceeded in a manner calculated to widen the breach between your 
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factory people and the Ryots, as was evidenced, more particularly, by 
the wording of a certain roobokarree in wliich iMr. hden was alleged 
to have “taken every possible advantage of his position still further to 
complicate the business.” 

7. As the document alluded to did not accompany your letter, a copy 
of it was called for from the Commissioner, and has been submitted witli 
the rest of the papers for the consideration of the Liout(3nant- Governor, 
whose remarks on the case I am now desired to communicate to you. 

8. The Lieutcnaiit-Guvernor is' of opinion that you have failed to 
make out any case against Mr. Eden, for whose removal you have now 
for the second time petitioned. 

y. Mr. Eden’s roobokarree of the 20th February above referred 
to, of which you complain as being “ much in the same spirit” with 
certain verbal statements, alleged to have been made by Mr. Eden in 
open Court, has been e.xammcd liy tlie Lieutcnunt-Cjlovcrnor. Ills Hono^* 
sees nothing in this pa[)er to support your complaint, the only tangible 
point of which is that Mr. Eden encourages a combination, which the 
Ryots of certain Pcrgiinnahs in the Raraset District are said to have 
entered into, not to contract to sow Indigo to be sold to you on the terms 
oflcrcd by your agent. Considering the position of IMr. Eden at the 
time, and that tliis roobokarree was wnatten in the execution of the very 
didicult task of m(‘diating in an official capacity but with no official 
authority, in the matter of a ncgociation willi which lie liad no concern, (a 
position for w^hicli he was not responsible, and wdiicli had been brought, 
about at the -written rc(iuest of your ]\Ianager, made with your consent), 
it appears to Ills Honor that there is notliing in the roobokarree incon- 
sistent -with substantial as Avell as with apparent impartiality. Mr. Eden 
ordered the Thannah JMohiirir to see that the unwilling Ryots did not 
persuade the willing Ryots not to sow Indigo ; and he explained to all the 
Ryots that they shouhl go to the factory to settle their ac(!Ounts, and to 
receive and pay their balances, which is exactly what you had asked him 
to do. He could not have gone further wdth propriety ; and he could not 
have gone so far with propriety if he had not simultaneously explained 
that it is was optional with tlie Ryots to contract or not, and tliat a Ryot 
having his own land is free to cultivate thereon whatever suits him best. 
The order to the Mohurir to attend with the Ryots at the factory, and*to 
see that they were allowed to go home safe again, was nothing more tlian 
providing for the fulfilment of your part of the engagement, to use no 
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coercive measures on the occasion to force the Ryots to contract again ; 
and that order was called forth in consequence of certain fears 
expressed by some of the Ryots when they agreed to do as Mr. Eden 
advised. 

10. Whether the interference of a District Magistrate in this affair be- 
tween two discordant parties, neither of whom can be forced to do what 
it does not suit him to do, exercised with all that impartiality in form and 
substance without wdiicli any such interference would have been highly 
reprehensible, was a proceeding likely to promote your objects in your 
difference Avith the Ryots, Avas a question for you to have considered 
before you instructed your Agent to wTite his letter of the 4lh February. 
Mr. Eden cannot be made responsible for the result. 

11. The Lieutenant-GoAa^rnor secs no reason to doubt that in this, as 
in all other cases, Mr. Eden will be as ready to do wliat he can to check 
unlaAvful conspiracy, and resort to intimidation on the part of unAvilling 
Ryots, as he Avould be to check unlawful coercion on the part of a Planter. 
Mr. Eden will noAv be instructed to aA^oid all interference between you 
and these Ryots, thougli he Aviil always be ready to explain to both 
parties, that it Avill be his duty to check cither jairty who may step 
beyond Ids lawful rights. 

12 . The Lieutenant-Governor is sorry that it is out of the power of 
Government or of its Officers to assist you in this affair. But it is 
manifest that the only legitimate course is to make it for the Ryots' 
interests to consent to cultivate Indigo for you, and to make them see that 
it is so. The Government Officers must leave both parties freely to 
make their own bargains, as may best suit their OAvn interests, neither 
encouraging nor discouraging one sort of cultivation more than another. 

13. A copy of this communication Avill be forwarded to Mr. Eden, 
for his information and guidance. 


No. 3067. 

Copy forwarded to the Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea 
Division for his information:, and for communication to Mr. Eden. 
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From E, Pbestwich, Ebq., to A. 11. Young, Esq., Secretary to the G»>vemment of 
Bengal, — (dated the 22nd July 1859.) 


Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
of the 13th May, on the subject of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor s 
decision in the matter of my complaint against the Honorable A. Eden, 
Magistrate of Baraset. 

I have now to request that you will be so good as to furnish me with 
copies of all Mr. Eden’s letters to the several Authorities on the subject, 
for my information and guidance. 

From A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to E. 

Pbkstwich, Esq., — (No* 481*2, dated Fort William, the 3rd August 1859.) 

Sir, 

• I AM directed to acknowdedge the receipt of your letter 
Mated the 22nd ultimo, and in reply to inform you that your complaint 
against Mr. Eden, the Joint Magistrate of Baraset, was sufficiently dis- 
posed of by my letter No. 3066, dated the 13th IMay last ; and that the 
Lieutenant-Governor considers it unnecessary to furnish you with any 
further papers on the subject. 


21 
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From the Commissioner of llu* Nuddca Dlvisiom to the Seeretnry to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal,— (No. 7 1 Ct., dated Allipore, the LHh April 1851).) 


Sir, 


From Mr. LarmoitT, No. 132,iliite(l 8tli March 1858, wit!» 
tjnclosuro. 

To Jt. Mag. of Bar. No. 33, Ct cUtod 1 Ith ditto ditto. 
From Jt Mag. of Bar. No. 133, dated 17th ditto ditto. 

To Do. No. r>8, Ct. 28th ditto. 

From Do. Ni>. 203, ihited 6th April 1858. 

To Do. No. 50, dated 12lh ditto. 

From Mr. Larraour, dated 23rd ditto. 

To Jt. Mag. of Bar. No. 81, dated 26th ditt«>. 

To Mr. Lnnnour, No. 42, dtded 26th ditt(». 

From Jt Mag. of Bar. No. 286, dated 20lli ditto. 

From Mr. Larmour, No. 241, dated 30lh ditto. 

To Jt Mtig. of Bar. No. 05, dated (ith 3day 1858. 

To Mr. Larmour, No. 55, dated 8ih Mav 18.58. 

To Jt Maar. of Bar. No. 00, ( t. date»l J*‘ah April 1850. 
From Do. No. 310, dated 6th April 1850. 


I beg to lay before Government tlie enclosed orlgintil corres- 
pondence between the Joint 
Alagistratc of Baraset and 
myself, and to request the 
favor of His Honor the 
TJeut. (iovernor’s informing, 
me whether the spirit of my 
instriiction.s as to the use to 
be made of the Police in 
dealing with Indigo di.sputes 
is approved of: — my reasons 
para, of my 


for making tliis reference will be found In the concliidin 
letter of t his date to tlie Joint Magistrate. 

2. As allusion is made by Mr. Eden to an order of mine wliich issued 
last year, and which is incorrectly termed an order to assist 3/r. Tjarmoury 
I think it right to send all the correspondence in original for perusal if 
necessary. It will be seen that 1 had then as now to instruct Mr. Eden 
to amend an order to the Police Darogah, which I regarded us an im- 
proper one. 


FroraB. T, Labvovb, Esq, General Mofussil Manager for B. I. Company, to 
the Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, —(No. 132, dated the 8tli March 1858.) 

Sui, 

I HAVE the honor to state that, having received injustice at 
the hands of the Joint Magistrate of Baraset, I lay the matter before you. 

I took an izarah of Charghat for six years, giving to the Zemindar 
an advance of Rupees 4,000 as paisgee, and an ikrar to the effect that 
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I would measure and settle tlie villages, the Zemindar giving me full 
power to do so. 

On my commencing the moasiircmcnt the Ryots complained to Mr. 
Eden. lie put a stop to my measuring, and called upon me to furnish 
him witli Law and Regulation to show I had legal right to measure. 
I did so as per annexed hifeut^ on receipt of which he ptissed no 
(U'der. I then addressed him an English letter, copy of which is at- 
tacdiod. You will observe by his reply that T had no chance of getting 
my Indigo lands cultivated or sown this season, unless I would forego 
the measurement of the villages which I ha<l every right to do. 

I consider Mr. Eden’s st 3 de and conduct arbitrary and unjust. He has 
closed the case without passing an order that I had no right to measure. 
1 have been forced to break through my engagement with the Zemindar 
or lose iny Indigo season, and after the patting on the back the Ryot^ 
have liad from the Magistrate, they will not be disposed to act fairly 
•towards me. 


Er(»i)i 11. T. liMnioVK, Es<^., General ^lofussil Manager for Ih T Company, to 
the Join! Magi-lnito of Ilaruset, — (No. 48. daUnl the *29111 January 1858.) 

SlU, 


Ad RREAULV to your order dated Idth instant, I had the* 
honor to forward a regarding my proposed measurement of Turiiff 

C’harghat hehl in izavah bj-^ this coneeni. I beg to bring to your notice 
that since y(Hi issued an order putting a stop to my measuring the villages, 
the Ryots taking advantage of this order have put a stop to my Indigo 
cultivation, and refuse to carry out their Indigo engagements. Feeling 
certain that your intention was not to injure me in this respect, I now 
address you, with the hope that you will convey to your Police ius|||ac- 
tions to protect my servants in carrying out their duties in superintend- 
ing the Indigo lands. Hitherto wc liave never had any dillcrencc with 
the Ryots of Charghat, and the present difficulty has arisen solely from 
my wish to fulfil my engagement with the Zemindars. The Ryots of this 
part of the country arc only too ready to take advantage of an order 
which %ould appear to protect them in not fulfilling their Indigo con- 
tracts. 
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From the Hon*blb A. Eden, Joint Magistrate of Baraset, to E. T. Larmoub, 

Esq., General Mofussil Manager for Bengal Indigo Company,— (dated the let 

February 1858.) 

Sir, 

I DO not think that you have any authority to measure 
lands : Zemindars and landliolders are authorized to do this by Regulation 
VII. of 1799, but I see nothing to authorize an under-farmer to measure. 
That Regulation also requires that all abuse or unjust exercise of thteir 
powers is to be checked. I tell you fairly that I cannot support you in 
this measurement. I have made inquiries before coming to this decision 
from men experienced In the management of Mofussil estates, and have 
been assured by them that it is quite contrary to custom for an under- 
farmer to measure. 

However, I should be very sorry if my decision was to lead to any loss 
in Indigo to the concern. I am assured by the Ryots that they will sow 
Indigo as usual, or even more than usual, if you desist from the mea- 
surement. Your object and profession is to manufacture Indigo, and if 
you take my advice you will desist from the measurement and come to 
an amicable arrangement with the Ryots, in which I shall be happy to 
assist you. If this is done, you will be able to get a good crop of indigo 
and satisfy your Ryots. I am quite aware what a troublesome set the 
Mussulman Ryots are about there, but in this case I think they arc in tlie 
<?ight. Ex-judicially I will assist you as 1 have done Mr. Hampton in 
getting the Ryots to fulfil their engagement’s, and this I will set about as 
soon as I hear from you that you don’t intend to measure. 

If you do measure there will be a breach of the peace, for which I 
shall of course, after the warning I have given, consider you responsible. 


From R. T. Larmoub, Esq., General Mofussil Manager for B. T. Company, to the 
^ Joint Magistrate of Baraset,— (No. 69, dated the 3rd February 1868.) 

'Ip' 

SlE, 

I LOSE no time in replying to your letter of lat instant, 
received this morning. I have no intention or wish to press the measure- 
ment of Dhee Charghat, if my doing so is illegal. It was one of the 
conditions 6f my kubooUut ^ the Zemindar that I would measure and 
Settle the “ jummabundees.” Your passing an order to the effeof that I 
have no right to measure will clear me with the Zemindar. I have po 
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other difference with the Ryots. The object of my letter whs to beg of 
you not to allow your order to stop the measurement of the villages to be 
taken advantage of by the Ryots to evade their Indigo engagements, and 
if you will do me the favor to pass an order onyour Darogah to say I will 
not measure the villages, and that he is to protect me in my Indigo engage- 
ment, I think this is all that is necessary. You may rest satisfied tliat in 
no instance will 1 ever do wdiat will cause a breach of the peace. I have 
invariably appealed to the Authorities where disputes have arisen 
throughout the Bengal Indigo Company’s Concerns, and with many 
thanks for your offer of assistance in the Charghat matter, — 


From A. Gbote, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Joint Magis- 
trate of Baraset, — (No. 33 Ct., dated the 11th March 1858.) 

SiK, 

* I BEG to hand you for report copy of a letter No. 132, dated 

8th Instant, from Mr. Larmour, complaining of your interference with 
him in the exercise of his just rights as farmer of the Charghat lands. 

2. I have seen your letter to him of the 1st, and am disposed to 
question the legality of your proceedings, the record of which you arc 
requested to submit with your reply. 


From the IIon’ble A. Eden, Officiating Joint Magistrate of Baraset, to the* 

Commissioner of the Nuddea Division,— (No. 133, dated the 17 th March, 1858.) 

Sib, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 33, of the 11th instant, forwarding copy of a letter No. 132, of 
the 8th March 1858, from Mr. Larmour to your address. 

2. I am perfectly astonished, not only at the subject of Mr. Lai|pour s 
letter, but at the ungentlemanlike language he has presumed to apply 
to my proceedings. 

3. The facts of the case are these. The Putneedar of Charghat beinsf 
unable to grind his Ryots by increasing their rents, applied to Mr. 
Larmour, as a man experienced in the management of recusant Ryots, 
to take an izara permitting him to measure with a view to incre^c 
the rents. 
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4. Mr. Larmouv has produced no ihmr in my Court to the eflcci that 
he Wiis hound to measure ; the kubooleut jncrely stated that the Putnec- 
dar would permit him to measure. This is a form meaning nothing, i^nd 
invariably inserted but never acted on. 

5. The matter was first brought to my notice by a rumour that the 
Rvots were combiuinf? to resist Mr. Larniour in measurin*? their lands, 
and that tliey were much excited in consequence of Ills having announced 
his intention of doing so ; the Ryots then came to complain of oppres- 
sion on the part of Mr. Larmour and his AmeeiivS, &c. I calh^d upon Mr* 
Larmour for a h/fent as to the Law under wliich he was acting. He 
gave a hjfmt stating that he wanted to measure, but the Ryots were 
resisting his riglit, but did not answer my question. Anotlier hijfent was 
therefore called for. lie replied 1st, under Regulations VJI., 179i), 
Section XV., paragraph 8, but this, in my opinion, applies only tr) Zemin- 
dars, Putneedars, and Sadder Farmers, not to an uiulcr-hohler of the 
second degree like ilr. Larmour. 

G. The decisions of the Dewany Aclawlut distinctly rule tliat a 
Zemindar cannot transfer his rights of sale to an Izaradar, and I cannot 
find any ruling that he can transfer the rights of measuring. As regards 
Mr. LavmouFs objection tliat the Gazette of the 1st December 18;37 
contains a provision for measurement by imder-holders, I think the 
absurdity of a man quoting an unpassed Act as authorizing him to do 
anything makes any further reply on this head unnecessary, but I may 
as well state that, even if it was passed into Law, it only provides for 
Zemindars instituting suits to measure in cases in wliich their Ryots 
resist the right. 

7. But even, for the sake of argument, assuming that the Putnee<lar 
is able to transfer his rights of measurement to Mr. Larmour, 1 must 
observe that, by an injunction of the Judge of Nuddea filed with the 
case, the Zemindar of Charghat is prevented from measuring Charghat 
on the grounds that it had already been completely measured, and 
that further measurement was illegal. This at once clenches the question ; 
but even assuming also that there was no such decision, or that it has 
not the effect I attribute to it, I must protest against Mr. Larmour’s 
appealing against my order, saying notliing of the language lie has ap- 
plied to me in making that appeal ; first, if Mr. Larmour wished to uppcMil 
against my order he should have done so as directed by the Regulations 
on stamped paper within one month the Sessions J udge, and not to 
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tlio Commissioner, to whom I resj)Octlully no appeal lies in such 

matters. In the second place, the case was settled amicably at Mr. 
Lannour's own rerpiest, as shown In his letter of tlio 3rd February, lie 
says “ I have no intention or wish to press tlie measurement of Dhee 
('harghat, if my doing so is illegal. It was one of the conditions of my 
kubooUaty (which however it was not) ; “ your passing an order to the 
effect that I have no right to measure will clear me with the Zemindar.’’ 

“ If you will do me the favor to pass an order on your Darogah to say 
I will not measure the villages, and that he Is to protect me in my Indigo 
engagements, I think this is all that is necessary, and with many thanks 
for your offer of assistance in the (diarghat matter, I am, &c.” JS'ow it is 
hard to believe that the same individual who wrote this letter should 
write on my acting on tills letter that my style and conduct were arbi- 
trary and unjust. 1 issued the order, you wdll see, dated tlie 5th of 
February exactly in accordance with what ilr. Larmour proposes on the 
3rd February. He never objects ; the llyots consent to sow tlielr Indigo 
and take a note to him from me, in which I told him that his principal 
Ryots had been to me and said that they did not wisli to get out of the 
Indigo engagements. They were willing to sow as in previous years 
since he gave up the question of measurement. This he agreed to ; they 
then took their advances. When he has got the Ryots into tlie snare, and 
got them to take advances at my instigation made on las promises, he 
turns round upon them and me, aixd makes the false and malicious state- 
ments that are contained in his letter to you. You will see by the state-, 
ment of his Mooktear and the letter of instructions that he produces 
from his master, that Mr. Larmour was quite willing to make tliis settle- 
ment out of Court ; that he was furnished with a copy of my order two 
days after, although he now says I never gave one. It is impossible to 
believe that he can have been in perfect possession of his senses when 
he wrote two such very opposite letters, one thanking me for my offer of 
assistance, the other charging me with arbitrary and unjust conduct and 
style for rendering that very assistance ; what he means by style I cannot 
say, unless he expected me to carry out his policy of ruining the Ryots 
for the benefit of the Planter. If, as he says, I had “ patted the Ryots 
on tlie back he knows very well that tliey would not have sowed one 
beegah of Indigo. I on the contrary called them together and told thorn 
that it would only ruin them fighting ; that they had better settle the 
matter amicably. They then agreed to sow on condition the measure- 
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ment was given up, and this both parties consented to, and there has 
been no disturbance. If Mr. Larinour had persisted in his measurement, 
he could have sown no Indigo, and there would have been a most serious 
breach of the peace, which there will be now if measurement is ordered. 

^ 1 , 8. If Mr. Larinour will specify how the Kyots acted unfairly to- 

wards him I will soon put the matter right, as they promised me to 
act fairly, and I feel siu'e they will do so ; they refuse to go to Mr. 
Larmoiir s factory, as they say that they will be imprisoned by him for 
complaining to me, but if he treats them with fairness they will do the 
the same to him. 

9. It is only by settling matters in this way that the Kyots of this 
District can be kept quiet. I would call your attention to the present 
position of the Baraset Indigo Concern as regards the Ryots, Since I have 
settled all their disputes amicably, there is not a single complaint or case 
in Court what was the case before. 

10. I took particular pains before doing anything in this case to 
discover if such a thing was known in this part of the world as an Izara- 
dar measuring. The answer from all European and Native Zemindars 
and Ryots was that it was quite unknown. Observe what Mr. Larmour’s 
own Mooktear says on the subject. 


From A. Geote, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Joint Magis- 
trate of Baraset, — (No. *38 Ct., dated the 28th March 1858.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 133, dated the 17th instant, with the Native record of the Charghat 
case, which I now return. 

2. I should have preferred that this letter had generally been in a 
more moderate tone, which I must point out that you are quite wrong 
in supposing that Mr. Larmour was out of order in laying his complaint 
before me. I do not find in the proceedings any judicial order of 
yours which admitted of being carried in appeal by Mr. Larmour before 
vthe Sessions Judge. 

8. The objections pf the Ryots to you in the first instance were 
directed against the rvsm of the fifty-two guj with which Mr. Lar- 
n^our’s Anieens were about to lue^ypure the village. They represented 
thut the proper length of the nw«8*was fifty-five guj, and that this had 
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beeq ruled in the ('ivil Court so long ago as 1812. The prayer of the 
petition is not to stop the measurement, but to prevent the oppressive 
levy of atwalSy the selection of the best lands for Indigo, and any in- 
fringement of the declaratory decision of the Judge in 1812. You had 
not, in my opinion, any right to order the Darogah to stop the measure- ' 
ment even as a temporary step, except under the apprehension of a 
most, serious affray impending. There is nothing to warrant such an 
apprehension in the record, but your demi-ofScial note to Mr. Larmour 
submitted by him shows that you entertained it, and on your expressing 
your fears, Mr. Larmour considerately, as I think, withdrew his Ameens 
in deference to your opinion. But as your order seemed to put him in 
the wrong in attempting to measure, he prayed for another order from 
you of a counteracting tendency ; and this you gave him on the 3rd 
instant. 

4. Believing himself, however, to be in the right as to his power to 
measure the village under the terms of his lease, Mr. Larmour places 
the case before me, and complains of having been dealt with arbitrarily 
and unjustly. 1 do not find anything in his letter which justifies your 
applying to it the term of ungentlcmanlike language. He thought that 
his riglits as Durputneedar of the village had been unnecessarily inter- 
fered with by the Executive. 

5. On the general question as to whether an iinder-tenant has the 
right, or can be vested with the right, of measuring the lands of his 
tenure, I think you are wrong. I am not aware of any authoritative 
ruling on the point, nor can I remember a case in which the right has 
been contested. ' Such measurements certainly are made, and the struggle 
between Talookdar and Ryots generally commences with the proceedings 
founded by the former in such measurement. 

6. The construction No. 461 does not seem to me to bear on the 

question of a Zemindar’s power to delegate to Ills tenant his own un- 
doubted right to measure. This right vests in tlie tenant by virtue of 
his lease of the ordinary terms equally with the right to distrain and sue 
summarily, but a condition may be entered in the lease debarring him 
from exercising the right to measure. It is however for the Civil Court 
to decide on all questions of this kind raised between the parties 
concerned. " 

7. I give you credit for the pains which you mention your having 
taken to settle amicably disputes' between Indigo factories and the 

22 > 



( 170 ) 


cultivators ; but in all such cases it is necessary to examine well the origin 
of the dispute, and to take care that neither party obtains Police support 
in encroaching on the just rights of the other. 


Prom the Hon’ble A. Ede», Officiating Joint Magistrate of Baraset, to the Com- 
missioner of Circuit, Nuddea Division, — (No. 203, dated the 6th April 1858.) 

Sib, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yonr letter 
No. 58Ct., of the 28th ultimo, forwarding the Charghat case. I much 
regret that you consider the tone of my letter immoderate, but it 
was written under, what I must still term, great provocation. 

2. An Indigo Planter, because I endeavour to check the oppression 
of his subordinates, after having agreed to my proposal for an amicable 
settlement, and thanked me for my offers of assistance, writes to com- 
plain to you of my conduct as arbitrary and unjust, and states, what, 
however, is distinctly untrue, that I had passed no order in the case, 
although, as I before stated, he had been furnished with a copy of my 
order to which he made no remonstrance for nearly a month, and then 
without saying anything to me or presenting any petition of appeal in 
the usual way, writes a letter containing the strongest charge that can be 
made against a judicial officer, viz, injustice. I think this furnishes me 
with ample cause of complaint. 

3. If Mr. Larmour disapproved of my proposal, why did he not 
object to me before I passed the order, or why did he not In any way 
remonstrate with me with a view to. my modifying the order ; why did 
he write to me approving of, and consenting to, my proposition and 
thanking me for my offer of assistance ? At his request I persuaded 
the Kyots to settle the quarrel and sow Indigo, and on my representations 
they agreed to sow Indigo and remain on amicable terms with the 
concern. When he has got them under his thumb, he turns round and 
wrants to renounce his share in the agreement. 

4. You state in the third paragraph that the Eyots* objections were 
not againdt the actual measurement, but against the length of the measur- 
ing rope. I am afraid that the petition has not been clearly laid before 
ybu, for I find in three places that there is a distinct statement that the 
Ryots deny Mr. Larmour’s right to measure and object to his measurement, 
but independently of this written petition, I must inform you that the 
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Kyots caiud to iik‘ in u body and followed me into the IMofiissil, fipm 
place 1o place, and their continual petition to me .^^as that tlie ineasure- 
inent mioht he pre\ente(l. 

0. You also inlbnn me that 1 had “no right to stcjp the measurement, 
even as a temporary measure, except under the apprelicnsion of a most^ 
serious aflray impending/’ You continue to say that “ there is nothing 
to warrant such an apjirehension in tlic record, although deml-ofTicial 
note to Mr. Larmoiir, submitted by him, shows that I entertained it.” To 
this I m\ist reply that 1 was convinced, and am now fully convinced*, 
that if measurement is persisted in there will be one of the most serious 
affrays that ever took place in Bengal. This, I think, Mr. Larmour will 

^ , himself admit. Charffhat contains several 

* Perazees. . . 

thousand ilussidman * inhabitants, all 

banded together to prevent any interference with tln/ir rights, real or 
supi5osed. They are nearly all rich men, and the question of measiire- 
ment is one in which they are particularly sore, and without tlio assist- 
ance of the Police, Mr. Larmour could not measure. The Police musj- 

bc muded by the decision of the Civil 

Niuldea Judge, 1812. ^ ^ . 

C’ourt ; the Civil Court has distinctly ruled 

that no j mnniabundeo or measurement can be made of Cluirghat without 
the orders of the Court, and until this decision is overruled, I ap]>reheud 
that tlunv is no option as to alhding by it. If I was to Avait until a formal 
complaint of likelihood of a breach of the peace was made, tlie District 
would be soon thorougldy disorganized. Tliat the breach of the peace 
was impending between ilr. Larmour and liis llyots on the question 
of measurement was known to me for months before any actual collision 
took place, and it was the talk of the whole District, and his right was 
frequently discussed. 

G. As you say there is no authoritative ruling on the point of the 
general question of measurement, when this is the ca^^c, Ave can only 
decide by looking at the custom Avliieh obtains in a District ; in tl is 
District it is not the custojn for Durputneodars to measure. If the Put- 
needar thinks he has a right to measure, (which by the Judge’s decision 
ho has not in Charghat,) why did he give Mr. Larmour a lease of these 
lands : for the mere purpose of getting them measured? Knowing Afr. 
Larmour to be an influential man,’ he thought his influence over the 
Ryots would be such that he could do this without the question being 
raised. Mr. Larmour wanted the lease for a few years, mid tne only vA^ay 
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lie could get it was by c•(>n^tnuing to try and measure, and this is the 
whole cause of tlie present dispute. What advantage is it to Mr. 
Larmour to increase the routs ? — ^lie is only a holder for a short time. He 
could not get the l^se without undertaking to measure, and thus entered 
into the views of the Putneedar. 

7. I cannot agree that the right of distraint and suing for rents is on 
precisely the same footing as the right to measure, for as you say, a pro- 
hibitory clause may be entered in a lease as regards measurement ; lest 
this could not be done as regards distraints and summary suits, the same 
rule will not therefore, I think apply to them. 

8. But the whole argument of your letter and of Mr. Lavinour’s com- 
plaint appear to be founded on the assumption that I issued proliibitory 
orders on Mr. Larmour as regards measurement, but this is not the case. 
No such order was issued. JMy order merely states that ]\Ir. Larmour 
having voluntmnhf given up the question of measurement, the DarOgah 
is to inform the Ryots of this, and tell them to fulfil all their engage- 
ments for Indigo, 

9. What 1 objected to, and what I confidently expected you to obtain 
me redress foiy tvas the terms Mr. Larmour had seen fit to apply to me, 
— “arbitrary and unjust." I had no other way of obtaining redress than 
through you, and I again respectfully submit to you that, even throwing 
aside the whole facts of tlic case, and supposing for the sake of mere 
argument that 1 had given the order wliich it is wrongly assumed that 1 
did give, and tliat this order would have been illegal, am I to be accused 
of injustice and arbitrary conduct because I gave a decision contrary to 
the interests of a Luropean ? The most that could be said would be 
that I had taken a mistaken view of the Law. What are tlie Ryots to 
me, or what is Mr. Larmour to me, that 1 should act luijustiy ? 1 never 
saw either one or the other of them tiU this case commenced. It is 
always the case here. If you decide in favor of a Planter, the Ryots go 
down to Calcutta, as they frc(|ucutly have down here, and accuse you of 
being prejudiced in favor of the Euroj)eaii ; if you decide in favor of the 
Ryot, the European accuses you of having “patted his Ryots on the 
back" and instigated them to resist him ; if one was to act up to the 
letter of the Law, there would not be one beegah of Indigo in Lower 
Bengal ) this, I presume, even Mr. Larmour will admit. 

10. I may add that I have daily complaints of the oppression of 
Mr. Larmour, aud receipts have been produced in my Court granted 
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by him I'or Illegal ahahn, 1 liave requested Mr, Mackenzie to inquire 
into tlie charges, as they are near his Sub-Division. I trust you will 
excuse iny replying to your orders in the case. I have no objection 
to a fair appeal against any of my orders, but I think no Magistrate 
should submit to have the epithet of “ unjust” applied to his proceed- 
ings every time he decides a case against a European without remon- 
strance. 

From v\. G kotk, Esq , Commissioner of the I^'iiddca Division, to the Joint Magistrate 
of Baraset, — (No. 59, dated the 12th April, 1858.) 

SiK, ^ 

In reply to your letter No. 203, dated the 6th instant, I will 
not trouble you to .‘^end again the Native record of the Charghat case, but 
I am confidmit tliafc you will find the prayer of the Ryots’ petition 
correctly translated in the 3rd fiaragraph of my letter. The text very 
likely objects, to any measurement, but it was not the object of the 
petition that you had to deal with. The Court’s order too of 1812 wdU, 
not bear the meaning 'which you have put on it, rfc., that of a permanent 
interdict of all measurement of Chargliat. 

2. A District Magistrate has a difficult part to play, no doubt, in all 
cases of dispute such as the present one. If a landholder has a right 
to measure or to send for a tenant, or to distrain, he has an equal 
right to the protection of the Police in doing so, aiuj if he be dissuaded 
from exercising his right by apprehension of a disturbance he has 
certainly grounds to complain of the inefficiency of the Police Authori- 
ties. 

3. On the other hand, it is too well known that landholders will often 
exceed the powers wliich the 1-aw gives tliem, and the Ryots should 
then be able to reckon on the assistance of the Police In opposing all 
illegal demands. It is easy to say that all a Magistrate has to do in 
either case is to prevent a breach of the peace, but the result of the 
dispute must depend immensely on the discretion with wdiich he acta* 
If he espouses the wrong side, he must do injustice, and is not certain^ of 
succeeding in his object ; if he fortunately espouses the right one, he, in 
nine cases out of ten, terminates the quarrel. 

4. You arc the best judge, of course, of the grounds on^hich you 
acted in this case. The opinion which I conveyed to you, and* to which 
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I must adhere, was formed only on tlie contents of the record and correst- 
pondence which were before me. 

T), I do not lay the stress on the language of Mr. Larrnour’s com- 
plaint which you a]>pear to do. Every order appealed from is consi- 
dered imposed by tlie appellant, and is described as sucli in ordinary 
appeal petitions. Your supposition tliat this expression was used be- 
cause you have in this case decided against an European is altogether 
unwarranted. 

0. Sliould there still be serious appvelumsions of a disturbance at 
Cliarghat, you should send out a portio% of your Police Corps to be 
under tlie Darogah's and ^Ir. Maek<uizie’s orders. 

* 


From A. Guote, Commissioner of the Nufhlea Dirision.to tlio Joint IVlagis- 

trato of Earaset, — (No. 81, dated eOth April 18o8.) 

Sir, 

AN^"EXKD is copy of my r(*])ly to auotlier letter of strong 
remonstrance against your proceedings in the Cliarghat ease, wliich has 
been made to mo by ^fr. Lannour. Eeferring to your remarks on this 
Case in } our Quarterly Kejiort, I recpie.^'t that you will send me copy of 
Mr. Mackenzie’s letter. I cannot, at tliis distance, say vdiether your call on 
Mr. Lannour for a further kiffeut w’as necessary. In all cases of such dis- 
putes, a cleir statem(*nt of his object from the landholder is certainly the 
first requisite, but Mr. Larmour, 1 thought, liad furnisliod you with one 
some time back. Unless you hav<i good reasons for doubting the correct 
ness of Mr. Mackenzie’s conclusions, you should, I think, accept them 
and be guided accordingly. 


From T. LAttMorrR,E3Q , General Mofussil Manager for B. I. Company, to the 
Commissioner of the Nuddea Division,— (dated the 2t3rd April 1858.) 

SiK, 

I REGEET being again obliged to address you on the sub- 
ject of the prejudiced proceedings of the Joint Magistrate of Baraset. 

On my appealing to you regardmg the illegal orders passed previous 
to 8th March, the Ryots of Charghat presented a petition complaining of 
oppression on my part towards them. An order was passed on the 
Assistant Magistrate of ^allarooah to investigate and report. .A few day 
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after, this order had been issued, two of the Ryots petitioned that the 
Assistant of Kallarooah should not investigate, and an order imme- 
diately passed for the inquiry to be conducted by the Native Deputy 
Magistrate of Baraset. Before this last order could reacK the Assistant 
Magistrate of Kallarooah, he had been over the villages of Charghat, held 
his investigation and sent in his Report now a fortnight since, and up to 
date no order has been passed: but this morning I received a per- 
wannah from the Baraset Court, calling upon me for a kyfeut on a 
petition presented by the Ryots on 20th Instant, charging me with 
the intention of committing oppression towards tliem. 

It is quite evident from thi^^that the Joint Magistrate intends to 
persist in his policy of injustice towards me, and by his prejudiced con- 
duct is giving the Ryots every possible encouragement not to, sow their 
Indigo lands tliis year ; and as the season is so far advanced, I now appeal 
to you in the hope of immediate redress, and that my case may be trans- 
^f erred to an OlEcer who will give me justice. 

My measurement of the villages was illegally put a stop to in the 
first instance, and when I appealed to the Magistrate not to encourage the 
Ryots in breaking through their Indigo engagements, I received a bullying 
and offensive letter in reply, and am compelled to give a promise not to 
measure in order to get my Indigo sown. The Joint Magistrate, not 
satisfied with injuring me in one respect, now shows his determination 
to ruin my Indigo season if possible, and a reference to his proceedings 
since my appeal to you on 8tli March will satisfy you, I do not* complain 
without just cause ; and unless immediate protection is afforded me, the 
Indigo season will be passed. 

Of the Turuff Charghat villages three of them He in Nuddea Zillah* 
the Ryots of which have no difference with me, nor have they ever 
complained of any intention on my part to oppress them in any way. 


From A. Gbot£« Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to R. T. Larmottr, 
Esq., General MofussU Manager for B. 1. Company,— (No. 4*2, dated the 
26th April 1858.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of yo\ir letter, dated 
the 23rd instfuit, and received late last evening, complaining of further 
proceedings on the part of the Joint Magistrate of Baraset, which you 
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fear may have the effect of preventing the Charghat Ryots from sowing 
their Indigo lands. 

2. Mr. Eden has informed me in his Quarterly ifeport dated 21st 
instant, of the purport of Mr. Mackenzie’s letter, to wliich however 
objections, he says, had been raised by some of the Ryots. He states 
that he is now confining himself to preventing any breach of the peace. 
You refer to his order for calling on you for a hyfeut as having been 
passed on a petition presented by the Ryots on the 20th, the date pre- 
vious to his Report. Such an order, however, need not necessarily be 
attended by the consequences Avhich you appear to apprehend. 

3. Mr. Eden further mentions that l?l understood your Mooktear, on 
putting forward your first complaint, as stating that you wanted to induce 
the Charghat Ryots to take advances, whereas from Mr. Mackenzie’s 
letter it would seem that advances have already been made. It is pro- 
bable, I think, that your local Managers, or yoxir Baraset Mooktear, may 
have been misrcprcsenthig to you the real state of the case. If you • 
have furnished the hyfeut called for, a decisive order of some kind will, 

I should hope, have been passed by the Joint Magistrate. 


From the Hon’ble A. Eden, Joint Magistrate of Baraset, to the Commissioner of 
the Nuddea Division, — (No. 286, dated the 29th April 1858.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 81, dated 26th instant, wdth reference to further charges made by 
Mr. Larraour against my proceedings in the Charghat case. Not having 
been furnished with a copy of Mr. Larmour s petition, I cannot answer 
it so fully as I should otherwise have done. As far as 1 can gatlier 
from your reply, Mr. Larmour takes an objection to my having called 
upon him for a kyfeut on a petition having been presented to me by 
the Charghat Ryots complaining of his oppression. To prove to you 
that I have acted legally, and merely with a view to keep the peace 
throughout, I beg to send you the papers of the case. 

2. You will perceive that a number of Ryots, as representatives of 
nearly the whole of the Charghat Ryots, complained against Mr. Larmour. 
The Deputy Magistrate not having yet taken charge, I requested Mr. 
Mackenzie to hold an investigation. Before he went there the Ryots 
protested against Mr. Mackenzie's being deputed, as they thought his 
intimacy with Mr. Larmour would be prejudicial to their interests. 
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Tinder ordinary circumstance?! I should have taken no notice of this peti- 
tion, but the place being out of Mr. Mackenzie's Sub-Division, and the 
Deputy Magistrate having just arrived, I thought it better to depute liim^ 

being new to the District, neither party would charge him witli pre- 
j\idlce, I directed ^Ir. Mackenzie not to go to the spot, as the Deputy 
Magistrate was going ; in the mean time he went and held a sort of in- 
<|uiry, against which the ITyots protest, and I think with some reason, 
for throwing aside the charges of having beaten the Ryots, &c.,diis pro- 
ceedings are very one-sidcnl. 

8. He went accompanied by Mr. Raysen, IMr. T^armoiir's Assistant, and 
, lias merely recorded the evidence of a few 

I UyotH’ Petition. • n tt- « i i i i 

men, principally Hindoos, who declare that 
they never lieard of any collecting illegal ccsscs or other oppression. 
Tlicsc men arc a few Kyots, who to save themselves liavc joined Mr. 
T^armour ; and it is in their houses that the latteals of IVIr. T^arniour arc 
said to remain. Now that their statement i.s partially true, is satisfactorily 
proved by the fact that receipts for such cesses have been produced in 
my (\nirt, for .«!ucli proceedings however the Ryots can obtain redress 
in tlic Collector’s Court. Mr. Mackenzie has not taken tlie deposition 
of a shigh man amongst the Petitioners, or the evidence of any of the 
Ryots, wdth the exception of tliose few wdio are on the side of the 
factory. On the strengtli of such evidence IMr. IMackenzic sums up by 
saying to plant Indigo is Mr. Lamoiir s right, as lie lias given advances. 
Mr. Mackenzie totally mistakes the rights of the case ; if IMr. Larmoiur 
has given advances, he has no right to sow the Indigo ; it is for the 
Ryots to sow, he cannot force them ; “ neitlior can he sow their lands by 
means of his own servants, nor has he a right to demand the assistance 
of the Police for the purpose of compelling the Ryots to fulfil his con- 
tract” (Construction No, 8H5) “ Mr.. Larmour’s only remedy is in the Civil 
Court; the Magistrate cannot interfere,” {x'idc Construction No. 661.) 

4. Mr. Mackenzie proceeds to recommend that all the Ryots wdio 
Ksigned the petition should be fined 20 Rupees each. He appears entirely 
to forget both tlic bad policy and the gross illegality of such a proceeding. 

5. Being always anxious to assist the Planters in every way in my 


Mr. Manpflos to OommisRioncr, No. 
15G, dated 7tU March 1856. 

Ditto No. 291, dated 19tli May 1856. 
Ditto No. 876, dateil 30th June 1856. 
Commissioner to Mr, Mangles, No. 
72, datod 4th Juno 1856. 


power, and being unable to do so judicially, 
it has always been my custom to act tn 
such cdses rather as a referee or arbitrator 
between the parties than as a judicial of- 


2 ;^ 
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ficer, — with what success I before pointed out to you ; and with refer- 
ence to this subject, I beg to refer you to a corrcvspoudence wliich took 
place between you and Mr. Mangles, in which you justly observe “that? 
however inadequate the remedies which existing Laws olTer to Indigo 
Planters for breach of contract on the part of llyots under advance, the 
Executive is bound to punish any attempt on the part of the former to 
seek redress more. Disputes have been going on in the Baraset Indigo 
Concern^ for years, but from my having interfered extra-jndicially and 
acted as an arbitrator on first coming here, these disputes are now almost 
unknown between the Planters and Kyots. It was my intention to settle 
Mr Larmours disputes in the same w'ay ; but he petitioned against my 
proceedings after agreeing to them, and threw tlie wliole question again 
into confusion. 

6. Mr. Larmour appears to be under the impression that I lu\\"e given 
no orders in the case. On the receipt of the last petition from the Ryots, 
I called upon him as usual fur an explanation, i. e,, for liis version of tlie 
story. It is true tliat 1 might have ordered an inquiry by the Police, 
but apprehending that tliis might further complicate the question and en- 
courage furtlior complaints on the part of the Ryots, I merely sent for a 
hjfeut. To this proceeding Larmour objects : it is perfectly impos- 
sible to please him. Other Planters lia\e rcijuested mo, as a particular 
favor, always to send to them copy ()f any petitions agaipst them, and 
call upon them for an explanation ; because I follow tin? same friendly 
course towards Mr. J.arrnour, lie complains to you of my having induced 
the Ryots not to sow. In reply to that hjfeat he says that the laud is 
his cliMtah land, that is land for which llic llyots have taken advances, 
but as I said before, Construction 385 entirely disposes of the question 
of his right to sow these lands by means of his own servants. Even, 
therefore, supposing his explanation to be correct I cannot help him ; on 
the receipt of his kyfeut I issued on order wliich I submit is the only 
legal one 1 could give, r/^., that the Police should take care that there 
was no breach of the peace ; again in con'^equcnce of his sowing shower 
I have considered it necessary tliis day to order that the Darogah shall 
personally remain on the spot and prevent a breach of the peace. 

7. I beg to caU your most particular attention to the statement I took 
from Mr. Larmour s Mooktear, as to the instructions he had received 
and as to his master’s wishes. This will prove to you that I have done 
everything for Mr. Larmour’s interest that I legally could do. I was 
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compelled to adopt the course of questioning the Mooktear, as Mr. 
Larinour has not condescended to communicate with me in any way. 
By the Moohtcar’.s statement it will be shown that I have invariably told 
the Ryots to sow Indigo, and the aAIooktoar acknowledges tliat I have 
given every order that could be given in favor of his client. 

b. The Alooktoar states that it is his master’s ‘present wish that I 
should re-issue the order T gave in February, yet it was agalmst this 
order that Mr. Larmour appealed in such unmeasured terms. The 
Mooktear also wishes that I should act as referee ; the Ryots wish tins 
also: it is desirable for both parties that the dispute should be settled, 
and therefore I am willing to overlook Air. Lavmour's conduct on the 
previous occasion of my endeavouring to settle his quarrel, and I wiU 
act as refeiee if he will give a written agreement to abide by my decision. 
If he cannot consent to this, it would be better to refer it to any other 
Planter or Planters that both side.s may agree to. 

i). ’ The Ryot.s arc willing to sow, but those who have not taken ad- 
vances don’t wish to do so, but arc willing to sow without advances. I 
have taken the statement of the only Charghat Ryots 1 could find in 
Court this morning t<i enable you to judge of the real cause of dispute. 
My exiierienee of disputes between Planters and Ryots satislics me that, 
in nine eases out of ten, it is not the question of Ryots t.aking advances 
and not fulfilling their contracts, but the Ryots relusing to bind them- 
seves to the I'aetory by taking advances at all that causes the greater 
portion of these disputes, A"ou will see by the statement of Anstullah , 
that he and the other Petitioners have not taken advances and wont take 
advances. They arc ivilllng, in consideration of Air. Larmour being their 
Izaradar, to sow ten cottahs for every' plough they possess with Indigo, 
and to give Air. Larmour the Indigo without any payment whatever, 
anything rather than take an advance Avhich would bind them in after 
years to°thc factory ; he says he has not yet been paid for last year’s 
Indigo, and the Gomashlah refuses to pay him unless he takes advances 
for Indigo. When advances arc not given four bundles of Indigo are 
taken for the Rupee ; each bcogah produces on an average tweiity-foiu- bun- 
dles ; the Ryot therefore, supposing him to be paid honestly without any 
deductions (which however seldom happens), would get six Rupees per 
beegah ; if he sowed the same land with Tobacco he would gain, 
according to this year’s price, sixty-two per beegah, and Tobacco cannot 
be grown on the land which has already given a crop of Indigo, yet Mr. 
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Mackenzie tfiinks they may as 'well sow Indigo, as the land will be other- 
wise fallow till October. After perusing these papers, I submit to you 
that if 1 have sho'wn favor to either party, it has been to Mr. Larmour. 
If Mr. Larmour will come here, the Ityois will all come too, and 1 can 
effect a settlement of the disputes in three days. 


From U. T. Larmoub, Fsq., General Mbfiissil Manager for B. T. Company, to 
the Comniibsioiior of the Nuddea Division,— (No. 211, dated the 30th April 1858.) 

Sin, 

In reply to your letter of 2Gt1i instant, I have the honor to 
state that you have received an impression regarding the Charghat 
mutter which requires a few remarks for your infoniuition. 

The Ryots of Charghat villages have held advances and sown Indigo 
last season, and ever since I liav'o luul charge of this concern, without 
any demur. TJic present difference has been caused by the Magistrate 
stopping my measurement of the villages, and the Ryots take advantage 
of that ortlcr, and have been backed up in refusing to fullil their Indigo 
engagements. 

The Joint Magistrate may state to you that it is not his intention to 
ruin my Indigo season: iliki effect of his orders is undoubtedly to do so; 
and under the cloak of preventing a breach rd‘ the jxaice niy servants are 
])revcnted from going near the villages situa|cd wltliin Baraset. The 
Joint l^Iagistratcs proceedings are an exact repetition of what I suffered 
*at the lumds of Moulvee Abdool Luteef, who used tin* Law to eucourage 
and protect the Ryots in not sowing Indigo, and jny st>le oileiieo lias been 
to keep my promise with the Zemindar (so as to ensure me a renewal of 
the Piimalmah) by measuring the villages. 

The Joint IVfagistrate sends out his Assistant to see if I intend any 
oppression towards the Ryots; lie gets Ids report, and instead of giving 
the Ryots a reprimand he takes a similar iVtition from tlicm in rohxish, 
and calls upon me for a kyfeut ; any better proof of prejudiced feelings 
towards me can hardly be wanting, when it is known Ryots only require 
a wink from a Magistrate to ruin the PJantcr. 
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From A Grote, Esq., Commissioner of the Nnddea Division, to the Joint Magis- 
trate of Baraset, — (No. 95, dated the 6lh May 1868.) 

SiK, 

I HAVK to acknowledge ilie receij)! of your letter No. 286, 
dated the 29th ultimo, which I have shown to Mr. Larmour, wh<j liad 
come in here to see me on the subject of the Charghat case. 1 have also 
gone through the record of your proceedings, which accompanied your 
letter, and have had liis Mooktears statement read out to Mr. Larmour. 

2, You are quite rigid, as ]\Ir. Larmour fully adjnits, as regard.s the 
state of the Law, and he declares that lie has never from the commence- 
ment thought of using ^ompulsory measures, with a view cither to making 
ilyots under obligations Ldfll tlnun, or to sowing their lands by moans of 
his own people, lie disclaims any emph^yment of lattculs by his Assis- 
tant Mr. Kaysen, and merely jwotests against the rolice interference, 
which has had for one of its consecpicnces the encouragement of his Ryots 
to pumic the course which tliey are now pursuing, for the first time, he 
says, for a serit's of years. 

6. The (piestlon is a serious one for Mr. l^armour, whose letter of 
to-day, embodying an extract from Mr. Raysen’s last report to him, 1 
now enclose in ovigimil. If the Darogah has notified to the Ryots In the 
terms rejuvstmted by Afr. Raysen you should immediately, on receipt 
of this, rectify his notificatioiu which u as an improper one. He is not 
stationeil at Cliurghat to protect tlic Ryots any incu’c than he is there 
to protect the Fanner. Tlic liyots should be told authoritatively that 
they should fulfil their obligations, whatever they may be, and that those 
who fail to do so will take the consequences. 

4. ilr. l^armour assures me that when he was himself in Cliarohat 

O 

in March, purtalling the measurement, there was not an objection or 
comjilaint raised. 1 am bound to say that your order to the Police to 
stop that measurement Avas one which was in every way likely to foster 
discontent, and it may not be so easy now to allay it. You incur 
responsibility if you do not exert yourself to dispel the impression under 
which the Ryots are represented to labor, vie, that tlicy have your 
support in refusing to sow. I request that you will send me a copy of 
the order which you may issue to the Darogah on receipt of this, and 
as every day is of importance you wdll be so good as to see that it is issued 
without an hour’s delay. 
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From A. Gkote, Esq., Commissioner of ihc Nuddea Division, to 11. T, Larmottb, 
Esq., General Mofussil Manager for 15. I. Co.~“(No. 5o. dated the 8th May 1858.) 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter of the Gth instant, I beg to annex for 
your information extract, jiaragraplis 2 and 3 from my instructions of the 
same date to the Joint Magistrate of Baraset, who, as I learn to-day demi- 
officially, will liiinself proceed to Chargliat on Monday next. 1 request 
that you will be good enough to go tlicre and meet him, showing him, 
as you have already assured me was the ease, that an Aineen and 
two Kluilasees are the only factory servants of yours in the village. 

From ITon’ble A. Eden, Joint Magistrate of Baraset, to the Commissioner of the 
Isuddea Division, — (^o. 310, dated the Gtli April 1850.) 

Sir, 

1 HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter No. 80,’’* dated 31. st ultimo, and to inform yon that I inimedi- 
ately forwarded a copy to the Dejiuty ilugistrate of Metterliaut, request- 
ing liim to carry out your instructions. 

2. The intention and ellcct of my order was not in any way to inter- 
fere with any land upon which Mr. Litruiour liad any claim. Some 
Eyots applied to me for protection from Mr. Larmour, wdi<^ they said ivas 
going to plough up tludr lands and soav them with Jndigo. Complaints 
of the same sort had been ma<le to me by a luunlier of the Kyots on 
various dates coininencing from November last ; they denied having 
made over their lands directly or indirectly to Mr. Larmour except 
in so far as they w^ere compelled to do so by me last year, when I went 
out by your order to assist Mr. ].,armour. Under tliese circumstances, 1 
am of opinion that I am bound as Magistrate to grant the Kyots the pro- 
tection they demand. But in giving this protection I was careful not to 
interfere w ith any right that Mr. Larmour might jiossess. I therefore in- 
serted a condition that the protection \vas only to be given to those Ryots 
whose lands were undoxihtedhj their owm, and 1 submit that whore their 
lands are undoubtedly their own, they have a right to demand protection 
from the Authorities in the event of any party endeavouring to forcibly 
dispossess them. In cases where there is a doubt about tlie lands being 
theirs, or w^here another party claims them as liaving been made over to 
him for Indigo cultivation, and the Ryots deny that they have made them 

See ijage 189. 
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over either permanently or temporarily ; the dispute can only he settled 
by an enquiry under Act fV. 1840, {ride Constructions 885, ()(i2, 651.) 
But I never understood before tliat Air. Larmour did claim a right to 
sow any of these lands. No Pottahs or other engagements whatever 
have been filed in iny Court. 

3. With reference to the explanation*callcd for in your 2nd para- 
graph, I woidd observe tliat, in my opinion there is a very great differ- 
ence bet\v('en declining as Magistrate to enforce a civil contract, and 
interfering as Magistrate to protect property; the former is expressly for- 
bidden in tlie Tiegiilavions and Constructions, and tlic latter enjoined. 

4. With reference 4o your remark regardinp; the allegation of Mr. 
Prestwieh and f>tliers, that 1 have imprudently allowed my subordinates 
to gather that I am opjiosed to the existing system of Indigo eiiltis a- 
tion, I would respectfully submit that f cannot he fairly called upon 
to answer such vague assertions. If Mr. Prcstwdcli wdll make a specific 
statement of anv' conversation that I liave hud ivitli any of my subordi- 
nates, of which he tliinks lie has a right to eoinplaiii, I shall be happy 
to explain anything that has jiassed. It seems to me, liowever, extraordinary 
that if Mr. Prestw’ieh considers me ]n*ejudicod, and believes that 1 have 
influenced my subordinates to act contrary to the Law, he should have 
applied so freriuentl}'' lately for my interference, and hav(' asked me to 
depute one of my suliordinatcs to a<ljust liis disjmte wdth his Pyots. 

5. It is not very long ago since i\Ir. Warner expressed gratification 
at the deputation of this very Deputy ]\Iagistrate to Metterhaut, as lie 
professed to consider that it would he beneficial to tlic Interests of the 
conc(‘ni. My subordinates have possibh'- ohscu'ved that I uni Avilling, 
to the b(‘st of my ability and judgment, to afford even justice to all 
men, irrespective of class, calling or creed, Imt 1 cannot consider this 
a matter for reproach ; my views of the Indigo system moreover are 
on record in my letter Ko. 500, dated the 19lh June 1858 to your address. 
I sec no reason to alter or modify anything tliat I WTote there. 

6. In the 20th paragraph of that letter 1 pointed out what, in my 
opinion, were grave objections to merely giving an order to the Darogah 
to keep the peace in Indigo disputes. The Police invariably construe 
such order into an instruction to assist the factory at the expense of the 
Ryots, as the peace ^can be more easily kept by keeping down the Ryots 
than by keeping the Planter from aggressing on the Ryots’ land. Now I 
cannot believe that it is the duty of a Magistrate to save himself trouble 
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and annoyance by keeping the peace, when this can only be done by 
sacrificing tlic rights of the weaker party, the party in fact who have not 
the same powers and privileges of obtaining a private liearing for their 
complaints against tlie local Authorities that is accorded to their oppo- 
nents. 

7. Again, T do not think that it is right to throw tlie whole responsi- 
bility upon mv subordinates. 1 sliould not expect them to serve zealously 
if they found that I shirked responsibility wliere influential parties 
were concerned, and tlu’ew it all upon tlieir shoulders. Giving an order 
to keep the peace is throwing very great responsibility upon a subordi- 
nate officer. He may either keep it by allowing t)ie Planter forcibly to 
sow the lands of the Pyots (as in the Hobruli case last year), or he may 
keep it by preventing tlie Planter s servants and ploughs coming into the 
village. It is only by one of these means that ho can do what lie is 
ordered to do, and it is placing too nuicli responsibility in the Darogalfs 
hands to leave it to liim to determine wliich course he will adopt.* 'J’he 
order wliich T gave, and to whicli you object, was, I tliink, clear and con- 
clusive, and strictly according to Law. 1 have however, as in duty bound, 
modified it in acoiirdancc with your vlew.s. 

P. S, —Since writing the above I have received the Deputy Magi.s- 
t rate’s Diary, in which, speaking of these very villages, he says as fol- 
lows : — 

“ Camped at Ghosepore, held office, and visited the villages as in 
column 2nd ; inquired into tlie particulars of Indigo cultivation, on which 
it appeared that most part of the lands were sown with Iiuligo seed.” 
I'liis statement certainly does not agree with Mr. Larmour s statement 
that lie has been unable to sow his lands. 

A'. B , — Copy of the vernacular petition is herewith returned. 


Prom A Ghote, Esq., Commissioner of tlio Nurldea Division, to the Joint Magis- 
trate of Baruset,— (No. 90 Ct., dated the 1 6th April 1869.) 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter No. 319, dated the 6th Instant, I beg 
to point out that your order to the Darogah implied in the first place an in- 
quiry on his part as to what lands were, to use your own expression, un- 
doubtedly the Ryots' oum. The mode in which he was to act was to depend 
entirely on the result of this inquiry. This is surely throwing on the 
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Police Darogahs the whole responsibility of action, a course which you 
rightly look on as very reprehensible. 

2. You say that it is enjoined on you as Magistrate to protect property, 
whereas you are strictly forbidden to enforce a civil contract. In tliis 
you are quite coiTect, but you should give the same answer to both parties. 
Tlie Planter complains to you that certain Eyots under advances have 
refused to sow lands for which the advances were made, and will pro- 
bably oppose tlie servants whom he may send to see the lands sown ; 
you remind him that the Ryots’ agreement is a civil contract beyond 
your interference. The Ryot complains that the Planter is about to 
cause lands to be sown which he has not given up to the factory : you 
order the Darogah to inquire wdiether the lands are ‘ undoubtedly the 
Kyohs own, and if so to protect him from being obliged to sow by the 
Planter. In this you arc, in my opinion, inconsistent. 

3. As you obji'ct to the order w'hich I pointed out as the proper one 
for a petition like that from the Charghat Ryots, (your only groimds of 
objection however being that the Police invariably misconstrue such an 
order,) and maintain that your own order was clear, conclusive and 
strictly accoriUng to Law, I have submitted this correspondence for the 
consideration and orders of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. 


From J. H. Young, Esq., the Offg. Commissioner of the NudJea Division, to the 
Secretary to tlie Government of Bengal, — (No. 82Ct., dated Allipore, 2Uth 
April l8o9.) 

SiK, 

In continuation of my letter No. 74Ct., dated 15th 
instant, relative to certain points connected with the disputes between 
Mr. Larmour and his Ryots, I beg to forward for the information of 
Government copy of a letter from the Joint IMagistratc of Baraset, 
No. 349 of the 18th idem, bearing on the same subject. 


From the Joint Magistrate of Baraset, to the Commissioner of the Nuddea 
Division, — (No. 349, dated, Camp Moneerampore, )8th April 18o9.) 

Sib, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter No. 90, dated 15th instant, and as you have forwarded the correa- 

24 
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ponclence to GoYemment, I slioiild feel obliged by your permitting rne 
this opportunity of explaining what you consider an inconsistency. 

2. You consider that by directing the Police to protect the Ryots 
in the lands that are undouhtedly their own^ I throw the responsibility on 
the Darogah of determinmg what lands are the Ryot’s own. But I 
would submit that this is not in effect the case the lands which are 
“ undoubtedly' the Ryot’s own; would be such lands as were admitted by 
all parties to be the Ryot’s ; and that where the Planter claimed the 
lands as having been made over to him, the very fact of his claim would 
throw a doubt on the Ryot’s possession, which the Darogah would re- 
port, and the dispute would then be decided under Act IV. of 1810. 
The mere fact of an assertion of a claim to the land, by the Planter, 
would exclude it from the category of lands which were undoubtedly the 
Ryot’s own ; and thus interpreting tlie order in the sense in which it 
was intended, and in the only fair way which it appears to me it could be 
interpreted, no responsibility was thro^vn upon tlie Darogah. It must 
be borne in mind that f at that time in no way understood that Mr. 
Larmour claimed the lands as his own, neither docs it appear from any- 
thing that has been before me yet that he even does so now. 

3. In reply to your 2nd para. I would remark, with every respect for 
your opinion, that 1 can see no inconsistency in my refusing to protect the 
Planter’s servants, when they go “ to see" the lands of a Ryot (stated to 
have taken advances) sown with Indigo against the Ryot’s will, and 
in protecting a Ryot whose claim to the land is iindoiihted when 
threatened with having his lands forcibly sown by the Planter. 

4. In the first place, supposing the Ryot have entered into an en- 
gagement voluntaHly to sow Indigo, which, I think, Mr. Larmour 
will admit, is rarely the case, this engagement gives the Planter no 
right whatever to sow the lands through his own servants, in the 
event of the Ryot’s refusing to fulfil his agreement. The Ryot 
agrees that he will sow so many beegahs with Indigo, not that the 
Planter sliall sow on his lands ; the Planter therefore has no right to send 
his servants “ to see" that unwilling Ryots sow, for this can only mean 
to force them to sow ; and I think that I should in the face of 
Construction 385, not be justified in affording the Planter assistance 

’ under such circumstances, for this would be to assert that the 
Planter had certain rights which the Regulations and the rulings of the 
upper Courts expressly declare that he has not ; on the other hand, 
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in directing the police to protect the Eyots from the forclhle dispossess 
sion of “ lands which were undoubtedly their own,” and to which no one 
laid claim, I should merely be affording them that protection which 
they have an undoubted right to demand and expect, and which rights 
are in no way dependent upon a civil contract. 

5. It is with no wish to contest your orders that 1 have replied to your 
letter, but the question is one of vast importance to the people of this 
country, and I therefore trust that you will excuse my requesting you 
to forward tliis letter to Government in continuation of the previous 
correspondence. 


From A. E. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Commis- 
sioner of theNuddea Division, — (I^o. 3502, dated Fort AVilliam, the 2nd June 
1850.) 

SiRj 

With reference to your office letters Nos. 74 and 82, 
dated the 15th and 2()th April last, submitting correspondence relative 
to a difference of opinion between the Joint Magistrate of Baruset and 
yourself regarding the propriety of certain instructions issued by 
Mr. Eden to one of his Darogahs as to the way in which he should deal 
with certain Indigo disputes between Mr. Larmour and the Eyots of the 
Char^hat TMehal, 1 am directed to request that you wall forward for the 
Lieutenaut-Ciovc'rnoEs perusal your letter dated the 31st ]\Iarch last, 
to wdiich Mr. Eden’s of the Oth April is a reply, and any other papers 
on which your said letter was grounded. 


From A. Grote, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Secretary to 
^the Government of Bengal, — (No. 116Ct., Eort William, dated Allipore, the 
Cth June 1859.) 

Sm, 

In reply to your letter No. 3502, dated 2nd instant,* I beg 
to enclose in original my letter to the Joint Magistrate of Baraset, dated 
31st March last, together with that from Mr. Larmour with enclosures, on 
which my instructions were grounded. 

2. It is only this moment that 1 have seen Mr. Eden’s letter dated 
18th April, which was received in the ‘office after my departure on leave, 
nnd which was forwarded to Government by Mr. Young on the 20thide^l, 
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I 

3. Notwitlistanding the explanations in Mr. Eden s 2nd para. I main- 
tain tliat the order which I objected to left the course to be pursued by 
the Police Darogah contingent on the result of a previous inquiry, 
viz,<^ was the land, to use INIr. Eden’s own translations of his Bengallee 
expression, “undoubtedly the Ryot’s own.” 

4. But this translation gives an incorrect idea of the real point at 
issue between the Planter (in this, as in most cases, Landlord also^ 
and the Ryot, and of this Mr. Eden seems to be aware from the con- 
cluding sentence of his 2nd para. Mr. Larmour had not disputed the 
fact of the lands being the Ryot's own^ but in performance of his part 
of the contract he had at the proper season sent his people with Indigo 
seed to get the Ryot to perform his part of it. This is tlie usual 
practice all over the country, though Mr. Eden seems to think that 
the Planter’s people have no right to be on the ground at all. The 
Indigo crop, as Mr. Eden knows, is under the supervision of the factory 
from the time the seed is put into the ground, and is constantly visited 
by the Planter and liis servants till the season arrives for cxitting it. 

5. There is no dou]j)t that Mr. Eden would not be justified in 
assisting a Planter to sow against the Ryot’s will, unless indeed his 
wntten contract with the latter reserved to the former a right to sow 
should the other fail to do so. This condillon is rar(ily if ever intro- 
duced into contracts wdthin this Division, though the right in 
question is very often asserted by Planters. In my report 94, 
dated 19th August 185G, I pointed out that in order to put an end 
to the serious disputes which prevail at sowing and cutting seasons, 
it might be expedient to legalize this right and to make the Planter 
responsible for its exercise. 

6. While making the above remarks on Mr. Eden’s second letter, 
I consider that the latter bears rather on another part of an impprtant 
and much vexed question than on the single point which lies within 
my jurisdiction. If the Joint Magistrate mis-applies the provisions 
of Act IV. of 1840, it will be for the Session Judge to correct him; 
the same if he should err in judgment wdien exercising his powers 
to punish. I have only to see that the Police have not an unfair duty 
thrust upon them, but that they are used to prevent, if they can, 
actual disturbance of the peace, and if they cannot prevent, to arrest 
and bring to justice those who disturb it. 
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From A. Geote, Esq., to tLo Joint Magistrate of Bariisot, (Iso. BOCt , dated Aili- 

pore, tho 31st Mareli 1851). 

SXK, 

Mr. Larmour lias handed me copies of the correspondence 
noted in the margin, with a letter of which I append copy, and the 
enclosed imattested copy of a petition presented to you bearing your 
order without date, referring the petition to the Deputy IMagistrate of 
Metterhaut. 

2. 1 cannot approve of such an order being given to a Police Darogah 
as that wdiicli you have here directed, andl cannot reconcile that particu- 
lar passage of it, which 1 have underlined with pencil, with the non- 
interference principle which you profess in the concluding para, of 
your letter to Mr. Larmour. On this point I must request explanations. 

3. I tliink it very probalde that the ellect of the order to the Ohargat 
Darogah has been as Mr. Larmour represents, more especially if, as is 
allegtd by Mr. Prestwich and others, you have impriKU'Utly allowed your 
subordinates to gather that you are opposed to the existing system of In- 
digo Planting ; I request therefore that the Deputy Magistrate may be 
instructed to make it known through the same Darogah that it was not 
the intention of your first order that police protection should be given to , 
such Kyots as had entered into engagements Avith the factory and are^ 
now on any pretext holding back from their performance. 

4 # I cannot help expressing my disappointment to find you again falling 
into a mistake which 1 had to correct last year. 1 he proper order on 
such a petition as that of the Charghat Pyots Avouhl have been a warning 
to the local j)olicc, that as there was dissatisfaction Avith the factory 
proceedings on the part of the Pyots, they should be specially ou die 
alert to prevent any tlircatened breacli of the peace. The pnssage 
in the order actually issued, which I have above noticed, gives on the 
contrary, as I read it, a dangerous latitude of discretion to the Darogah. 


From K.T. Laemoub, Esq., General Mofuasil Manager for B. I. Co., to the Com- 
missioner of Niuldea, (dated Mulnath, 28th March 1859.) 

Sir, 

With reference to my interview with you on 16th instai\t, 
as soon as the Courts opened on 21st instant I addressed a letter to the 
Joint Magistrate of Baraset, copy of which with his reply is annexed. 
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Mr, Edeu denies having passed any order at all on the petition of the 
Ryots ; in making such a statement he appears to have qidte forgotten 
himself, as the copy of the Ryots’ petition with the several orders 
thereon annexed will prove. Mr. Eden may defend himself by saying 
he gave no direct order on the Kollingah Darogah. 

The result of the order j)assed on the Deputy Magistrate has been 
that after his rcnuiining at Charghat for some days, two of the Ryots 
put in petitions to say their lands had been forcibly sown. 

The whole of Mr. Eden’s proceedings could not possibly show greater 
prejudice and unfairness ; he knows perfectly well tliat 1 have never re- 
sorted to force, and that force to compel a number of villagers to sow 
Indigo is an absurdity; he has done all in his power to instigate the Ryots 
not to sow Indigo, and after tlic visit of the Deputy INIagistrate to Char- 
ghat conveying Air. Eden’s feelings more pointedly to the Ryots, I cannot 
hope to have the remainder of my lands sown unless redress comes 
from you. 

Translation of a Petitioi^ from Mnneroodecn Mnndle and others^ dated 

Itsi Chyle 1205 B. S. 

To the Joint Magistrate of JBaraset. 

\AdiKN the Ghargliat estate consisting of Monza Nuj Charghat, Rosae 
Sohooah, Kolatubar and 7 other Mouzahs in rei’guiinah Ookrah, was 
purchased by Rammohun Bancrjcc, Zemindar, he commenced measuring 
our Maurossee lands with the view of raising tlic rents. But on our 
ancestors objecting, the measurement was put a stop to by an order of 
the Judge of Nuddea. Subsequently when Baboo Eshwar Chunder 
Moostophec purchased this Mehal, and during the time it was held on 
Putnee tenure by Kylasnath Bromocharee, we were left in undisturbed 
possession of our lands. 

To our great misfortune, about two years ago Mr. Larmour, Manager 
of the Moelatce and t)thcr factories, took a lease of these villages and 
demanded from us the expenses which the izarah had entailed upon him 
as well as other cesses. As we refused to pay, he at once proceeded to 
measure our land which he had no business to do. In this, however, he 
Ixas been stopped by our petitioning the Court. Still in consequence of 
the enmity which he has on this account conceived against us, our lives, 
honor and property have been with great difficulty preserved during the 
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last few montlis. As an instance of his oppression wc may mention 
that we had sowed our lands with Sugar-cane and Tobacco, and since 
congratulating ourselves on tlie fair prospects of our croj), when on the 
26th of Falgoon last, Dewan Nohin Chimder Chowdry, of tlie Darrorea 
factory of Mr. Larinour, Kazimuddy Aincen, Muloo KJiolascc and 
Jamecroodee Kliolasee accompanied by 50 or GO lattials, armed with clubs, 
spears, and guns, and a Kcrance Saheb on horseback came to our villages, 
and having forcibly seized us like judgment-debtors vowed, vengeance 
to us and to our families if \ve did not immediately sow our lands with 
Indigo; and by forcibly bringing out the ploughs of some of the Ryots 
from their houses and hy maltreating others by jiutting the ploughs on 
their necks, tliey got some of the lands ciiltlvaliMl with Indigo. Those 
people now (iomc daily to oiir villages ami witli similanparadc practise 
oppressions. The op])ressjons of the* Indigo RJanters are beyond de- 
scription. They have been mentioned in tlui flnvkaru^ 

and other pajiers, and several people have written on tlie subject: but no 
one hawS been able fully to describe them. Several ollicers of Govern- 
ment have devised, and wc hear that the Government even now are 
devising measures with a view to check tlu'se oppi'essions. Rut Mr. 
Larmour lieeds them not. He has now adopted a plan by which liehopes 
to bring under his control some of the princijial Ryots of our Turruii’hy 
holding out to them hopes of employment. l>nt be this as it may, wc, 
poor Ryots, find no moans for the protection of our honor, lives and 
property. Police officers are posted for the preservation of the peace;, 
yet even they dare not come forwarfl at the critical time. We therefore 
pray that the Hiizoor will issue suitahh* orders to prevent the Planters 
from forcibly sowing Indigo iu our lands, and to protect our lives and 
property. At the time we came to the TIuzoor we left our families in 
the houses of our friends residing In the neighboitring villages, and we 
do not know what may have happened in our own tillages during our 
absence. Wc solicit that early orders may he passed for taking 
recognizances from the factory Dewan, Ameen an# Kholasees. We never 
took any Indigo advances from Mr. I.armour, and even for the Indigo 
which under the orders of the Huzoor we cultivated last year, Mr. 
Larmour has not paid us a cowree. We pray therefore that suitable 
orders may be passed on our representation. • 

Order by the Joint Mayisirale , — Since the Ryots can sow in their 
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lands whatever crop they like, no one can without their consent and by 
violence sow any other crop. Ordered therefore ; 

That the original petition be sent to the Deputy Magistrate of Metter- 
haut in order that he may send a Police OTicer to the Ryots’ lands to 
prevent any disturbances that are likely to ensue from any compulsory 
cultivation of their -lands, and instruct him that if the land is really that of 
the* Ryots, not to allow any one to interfere with it. If the Ryots wish to 
’ sow Indigo or anytliing else, the Policeman will see that there is no 
disturbance. 

2n<7 Order In/ the Joint Ma(jistrate . — It is not specified in this 
petition on what Ryot’s land or upon what portions of his land Indigo 
has been sown. The Ryots arc therefore informed that if upon any 
person’s land Iildigo has been forcibly sown, that person is at liberty to 
present a sejiarato petition on the subject to the Deputy Magistrate of 
the Mctterliaut Sub-Division, and the Deputy Magistrate will pass orders 
upon it in due course. 

Order by the Deputy Magistrate ; 

Ordered that in accordance with tbe above, the Darogab be directed to 
send the Than nah Mohurrir immediately to the spot. Dated 10th March 
1859. 


From R. T. Laiimoub, Esqr., to the Joint Magistrate of Baraset, — (dated 
Calcutta, 21st March 1859.) 

SiK, 

Having received information that the Ryots of Roosooe 
Sooloah and Kantal Bare in Turuff Charghat have presented a petition in 
your Court that I wish to sowr Indigo forcibly in those villages, I have 
the honor to state that in no instance have I attempted forcibly to sow 
their lands : these Rj^ts with the other 8 Villages of Charghat, made 
their accounts, took their advances, measured off their lands, and until 
the contents of the roobokarree issued in the case of the Hobrah 
concern in February last were made generally known, these Ryots 
showed no discontent ; the effect of the roobokarree has been to make 
the Ryots believe they will receive every encouragement from your 
Court in not sowing Indigo, 



( 193 ) 


I now address you with the hope you will he pleased to modify your 
order on the Darogah of Kollingah Thannah, so far ihat those Ryots 
who have taken their advances should in common honesty fulfil their 
engagements, and that he will disabuse their minds as to tlic impression 
that you will countenance their breaking through their engagement of 
last year (when I withdrew from the measurement of the zemindarec) 
as well as this. 


From the Joint ‘^^agi8frate of Baraset, to R. Laemoub, General Mofussil 

Manager for B. 1. Co., Calcutta, (No. 2G2, dated Camp Moneeramporo, the 
22nd March 1859.) 

Sir, 

I hog to acknondedge the receipt of your letter of the 21st 
instant, and to inform you in rc])ly that the petition you allude to was 
referred to the Dy. ^Magistrate of IMctterhaut, in whose jurisdiction 
Charghat is situated. 

2/uZ. I must observe that I fail to see liow any roohokarrcc connected 
with the Hohrah Concern can have had any influence on your Ryots, 
beyond letting them understand that Ryots were not to be forced to 
sign contracts against their will. I must, however, rcmaijc that you 
are mistaken in supposing your Ryots showed no signs of discontent 
till February. They have eomplained to me in a body on several occa- 
sions of your oppression ; I however declined to receive general com- 
plaints of oppression, and informed them that if they had any specific 
complaint to make, they should do so in the usual way. 

2>rd. It is not in my po\Ver to comply with your request to modify 
any orders that I have given to the Kollingah Darogah, for I find that 
I have issued no order at all. Charghat being in the Sub-Division 
of Metterhaut, you should in the first instance address yourself in the 
prescribed manner by petition to the Officer in charge of the Sub-DiVision. 
If you have reason to believe that you suffer injustice from him, you 
have the usual appeal to the Judge or myself ; your communications how- 
ever should be in the f orm of petition and on stamped paper, as I do not 
consider that it is desirable to carry on a correspondence with a p#ty 
to a suit in my Court on subjects connected with the case. 

4z/i. In reply to your last para, I beg to remind you that as Magistrate 
I have nothing to do with either the civil or moral obligations of the 

25 
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Ryots to fulfil any engagements into wlilcli they may have entered. 
They receive no countenance from me in not doing so, and have always 
been advised by me, whenever they have spoken to me on the subject, 
to fulfil all their engagements honestly. They however have invariably 
denied that they have entered voluntarily into any contract. In the case 
of their breaking any engagements, you of course have your remedy like 
other people in the Civil Court. 


Prom A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Officiat- 
ing Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 4516, dated the 21st 
July 1859.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of the lette^ from 

No. 74 Ct., dated the 15th April last. noted in the margin, 

No. 82 Ct., dated the 20th April last. with their orifrinal enclosures, and 

No. 116 Ct., dated the 6th Juno 1859. . , ® , 

in reply to communicate the 

following observations of the Lieutenant-Governor on the question which 

was referred by Mr. Grote for the orders of Government. 

2. It is not necessary, in disposing of this matter, to go further back 
than to the proceedings in 1859 out of which this reference has arisen. 
The facts of *the case appear to be these. 

3. Some Ryots applied to Mi*- Eden, the Joint Magistrate of Baraset, 
“ for protection from Mr. Larmour, who, they said, was going to plough 
up their lands and sow them with Indigo.” Complaints of the same sort 
had been before made to the Magistrate by a number of Ryots, on 
various dates commencing from November last. On receiving the last 
complaint Mr. Eden passed the following order, addressed to the Deputy 
hlagistratc of the Sub-Division: — Since the Ryots can sow in their 
lands whatever crop tfiey like, no one can without their consent and by 
violence sow any other crop. Ordered therefore, that the original 
Petition be sent to the Deputy Magistrate of Metterhaut, in order 
that ho may send Policemen to the Ryots’ lands to prevent any dis- 
turbances that are likely to ensue from any compulsory cultivation of 
their lands, and Instruct them that if the land is really that of the Ryots 
not To allow any one to interfere with it. If the Ryots wish to sow 
Indigo or anything else, the Policemen will see that there is no 
disturbance,” 
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4. Mr. Larmour complained of this order, alleging that the effect of 
it had been to make the Ryots believe that they would receive every 
encouragement from the Magistrate’s Court “ in not sowing Indigo,” for 
which some of them had received advances and contracted. 

5. Mr. Grotc thought Mr. Larmour’s remonstrance well founded, and 
disapproved of the Magistrate’s order above quoted. Mr. Grote docs not 
maintain, at least he does not in this correspondence assert, that Mr. Car* 
mour can have had any right to compel the Ryots by force to sow Indigo, 
or any right himself to sow Indigo on their land ; and he does not deny 
that disputes in such affairs are matters for settlement in the Civil Courts. 
But he objects to that part of the order by which the Police are directed 
not to allow any one to interfere with the Ryots in the cultivation of 
their land, if the land is undoubtedly that of the Ryots, on the ground 
that this condition involves an inquiry by the Darogah into the point of 
ownership, as his action is to depend entirely upon the result of such an 
inquiry, Phis, Mr. Grote says, is throwing on the Darogah the entire 
responsibility of action, a course which he looks upon as very reprehen- 
sible. He considers the Magistrate’s order inconsistent with the principle 
on wliich Mr. Eden himself founds, rfvvhich principle Mr. Grote, as His 
Honor understands him, does not contest, namely that the contracts 
between Indigo manufacturers and Ryots for the cultivation and sale of 
Indigo plant, when disputes arise between them on the ground of 
alleged breach by cither party, arc matters exclusively for the settlement 
of the Civil Courts, and matters in which the Magistracy and Criminal. 
Courts have no jurisdiction, and with which the Police have no right 
and ought not to interfere on one side or the other, any more than in 
disputes about other civil contracts. Disapproving of the order on xhe 
above grounds, Mr. Grote instructed Mr. Eden to amend his order by 
making it known that it was not the intention of the order, ‘‘ that 
Police protection should be given to such Ryots as had entered into 
engagements with the Factory, and were now (Si any pretext holding 
back from their performance.” Mr. Eden obeyed these instructions, but 
he supported the consistency and propriety of his own views, explailRng 
that in matter of fact the Ryots in this case were tmdisputed owners of 
the land, and were in possession of it ; that Mr. Larmour put forward no 
claim to it; and that the order applied only to land in such circumstaheas. 
Mr. Eden has urged his point wdth much intelligence and force. Mr. 
Grote, however, adheres to liis original view, and holds that all that ought 
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to be required of the Police, in cases of such complaints as those made 
to Mr. Eden in this case, is that they are to prevent, if they can, actual 
disturbance of the peace; and if they cannot prevent (a breach of the 
peace), “ to arrest and bring to justice those who disturb it.” 

6. It is to be observed tliat it is not to be assumed that in the case out 
of which this discussion arose Mr. Larmour, or his servants, acted in 
any way iinpropiuly or illegally. Mr. Larmour has denied all intention 
to use force. Tlie general question in no way depends upon the merits 
of this particular dispute ; it relates only to the course which the Police 
ought to adopt, when such disputes as this arise. 

7. The question on which G o vernment has to decide is which of these two 
courses should be jirescribi'd to the Police, in disputes of this nature ; the 
course of protecting llic undoubted possessor of the land from the physL 
cal interference of strangers, wlio come upon the land insisting that it 
shall be cultivated only with Indigo, on the allegation that the possessor 
of the land lias promised to cultivate a certain quantity of land with 
Indigo foi sale to tlicrn at a fixed price; or tlie course of announcing that 
no protection will be given against such physical interference to Kyots 
who are under eiigag<unents (for t^ic cultivation and supply of Indigo) 
with these strangers, and hold back from performing their engagements . 
and of standing by until the dispute reaches the point of a breach of the 
peace, wdicn whosoever breaks the peace is to be arrested, and sent to 
the Magistrate to be punished. 

8. This is a most important practical question, and the Lieutenant- 
Governor thinks it is strange that it has not been authoritatively deter- 
mined before now, as cases of the sort are of daily occurrence. On the 
one hand, the manufacturer of Indigo dye, which is one of the staples 
of these Provinces, affirms that if the Kyots are protected by the Police 
from such interference with their cultivation as is described, no Indigo 
plant will be cultivated wherefrom he can manufacture the dye. On 
the other hand, the RjFot affirms that if he is unprotected under such cir- 
cumstances, he is deprived of the use of his possessions, and sent to 
pri|pn for resisting the trcsjiasser. 

9. The Lieutenant-Governor assumes that Mr. Eden’s principle, as 
above stated, is beyond all question the true exposition of the Law of the 
matter, as it stands ; and he cannot agree with Mr. Grote in thinking 
that Mr, Eden’s order was inconsistent with that principle. If Mr. 
Grote’s objection is well founded, it is beyond the province of the Police, 
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as throwing undue responsibility of action upon them, to protect any 
man in the possession of his property against force, if the force is exerted 
by persons who allege promises in their favor. Ills argument is, that 
in all such cases the duty of the Police is to stand still, unless a breach of 
the peace is imminent ; in that case they are to prevent such breach if 
they can, and if they cannot, they are to arrest whomsoever they find 
in the act of breaking the peace. 

10. It appears to tlie Lieutenant-Governor that this doctrine is unten- 
able. He cannot suppose that any one would think of maintaining it 
where the jiroperty in ((ucstlon is personal. If a travcillcr is passing 
along the high-way, and is surrounded by men who insist upon his deli- 
vering to tliem his jiursc out of liis pocket, alleging Ouit he hadjiromlsed 
to do so, no one, the Lieutenant-Governor •believes, will maintain tliat a 
Police Darogah and Ills men, who arc paid to repress all outrages, ought 
to stand by without interfering, on the ground that they cannot tell 
without inquiry whctlier the purse belongs to the passenger or not, and 
that therefore it is throwing too much resposibility upon the Police to 
expect tlieiii to take any action in such an alFalr, until there is a breach 
of the peace. Even so the Lieutenant-Governor doejf not sec how the 
Police could escape the responsibility, eventually, of coming to a con- 
clusion from tlie facts passing before their eyes, and taking a line of 
action founde.d upon that conclusion. For suppose the passenger to pre- 
pare to resist those who oiler to take his purse, are the Police to hold his 
hands for fear of the parties coming to blows; or if he do resist, and so 
a breach of the peace occurs, is he to be taken up for causing it ? That 
would he to act on the conclusion tliat the assailants had a right to force 
the purse out of tlie passenger s possession. Or are the assailants to be 
taken up ? That would be a line of action founded on the contrary con- 
clusion. As then tlie Police must be driven at last into assuming the 
responsibility of coming to a rational conclusion, under the circumstances, 
as to whether the party resorting to force has a right to do so, or, not, 
what- reason can there be to prohibit them from so acting at first, before 
any such calamity has happened ? 

11. The Lieutenant-Governor is unable to see any diflercnce of prin- 
ciple when the case is one of forcible entry, wdiich is no less an outrage, 
when without color of Law than the forcible seizure of personal proper- 
ty; and he believes that in any case unconnected with Indigo, no one 
would question the propriety of the Police interfering to protect a sub- 
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ject from such a outrage. Suppose the case reversed, and that these 
Ryots, alleging that Mr. Larmour had promised to let them have the use 
of his houses and grounds, had entered that gentleman's premises, and 
insisted on sowing his garden with Rice, or had taken possession of his 
factory to store there grain in it, the Lieutenant-Governor doubts if Mr. 
Grote would hold that on Mr. Larmour s call on the Police for protection 
it would be throwing too much responsibility on the Darogah to expect 
him to act on the conclusion that Mr. Larmour had a right to such pro- 
tection, under the circumstances. 

12. Indeed every Public Officer must act in the exercise of his pro- 
per functions on his own responsibility ; and he could not be relieved 
from that necessity without making him altogether iiseless. Nor is it 
easy to see a case in which the responsibility of forming a rational con- 
clusion under the circumstances can be less than one in which a party 
pretending to no claim beyond what may or may not be a vaild ground 
of civil action, and setting up no pretence of ownership, or possession, or 
right of possession, in a particular field, which field is known to be in 
the undisputed possession of another party, sends men upon that field to 
cause it to be sown with something the possessor of the field objects to. 

13. It is the course which Mr. Grote has prescribed in the present 
case which appears to the Lieutenant-Governor to be inconsistent with the 
principle above laid down, and certainly to be open to the objection that 
it throws undue responsibility on the Police. By this course tlic Police 
were prohibited from protecting, in the use of their own land, such Ryots 
as had engagements with the factory, and were now “ on any pretext” 
holding back from the performance of their bargains. How is the 
Darogah to ascertain whether the Ryot has or has not made such an en- 
gagement? There is nothing in what passes before his eyes to show how 
that fact stands. He cannot know the fact, or form a rational guess on 
the point, without a g^wasf-judicial inquiry ; and it is quite certain that 
he has no authority to enter into any such inquiry, and no power to 
obtain the evidence, without which no conclusion upon the question 
could be formed. This alone seems a fatal objection. 

14. There is however a still stronger objection to this course of pro- 
ceeding, namely, its substantial injustice. Supposing the Police Darogah 
to be a proper functionary to try the question of the mutual civil obliga- 
tions of the two parties ; he is by the proposed course of procedure directed, 
as it were, to execute judgment in favor of the plaintiff, if he decides the 
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one issue of engagement or no engagement in liis favor. The Ryot may 
confess the engagement, and still have many iiTesistible pleas to avoid 
the consequence the opposite party insists #pon. Nevertheless judgment 
is to be given and executed against him, without hearing one of his gleas 
or pretences as they are called. Such a system of procedure would be 
unjust. 

15. For example, it is stated to be a common occurrence for a Ryot 
to say that he is willing, according to his engagement, to sow so many 
beegahs with Indigo, and that he has land fit for the purpose ; but that he 
is not willing to occupy his best land with that comparatively unprofitable 
crop, as his best land is capable of growing what will be many times 
more remunerative to him. A fairer plea cannot be imagined ; but it 
must be ignored in the course of procedure land down by Mr. Grote, 
which in fact leaves the Planter’s Peons to select for Indigo what fields 
they please, supported, passively to say the least, by the Police. 

16. ' The Lieutenant-Governor cannot but disapprove of a Police 
order of this character. 

17. The truth is that disagreements of the character in question are 
by their very nature subjects for judicial decision, which cannot be ad- 
justed without fully hearing both parties. There is no doubt that as the 
Law now stands, the MoonsifF’s Court, or the higher Civil Courts, are the 
only Authorities who have lawful cognizance of them. To these Courts 
therefore both parties should be left. If cither party to the contract 
conceives himself to be wronged by the otlier, it is for him to sue the 
other party. In the supposed case, the Indigo Planter is the party con- 
ceiving himself wronged. It is for him, therefore, not to judge his own 
case, and to execute by his own Peons his own judgment in his own 
favor, but to sue the Ryot in the Civil Court, where an impartial decision is 
possible. The Ryot has a right to be protected against any other course. 

18. It may be tliat it would be well if speedier means existed of 
getting the case adjudged, and specific performance judicially ordered, 
or substantial damages awarded, than the Moonsifis’ Courts afford. But 
to introduce, in effect, into the system of procedure in such cases the 
action of a power which cannot form a judgment on the question in 
dispute, and does not pretend to do so, is to take a step which certainly 
is not a step in the right direction. 

19. In his letter of the 6th ultimoj Mr, Grote makes some remarks, 
from which the Lieutenant-Governor infers that he is not sure that “ the 
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usual practice all over the country” in regard to the cultivation of Indigo 
is supported by Law. But anything is supported by Law to which all 
parties interested agree. If tMfe Ryots agree to such minute Interference 
with^ their crop as is described, all is as it should be; but whenever 
both parties do not agree, neither can be allowed to go beyond his lawful 
rights, whatever timy may be. 

20. It would be greatly to be lamented if anything should check 
Indigo cultivation, so long as it is a wholesome commercial enterprise. 
But it cannot be supported at the expense of justice ; and no wholesome 
trade requires such support. If the cultivation be, as it must be presumed 
to be, and certainly as it ought to be, for the mutual advantage of both 
the producer and the purchaser of the plant, it is not very easy to see 
why one party should be less eager for it than the other. If the Ryot 
finds that on certain sorts of land, at the price offered him for Indigo 
plant, that cultivation pays him better thai\ any other ; if he finds that 
when ho cultivates Indigo he is no less secure, from ill-treatment than 
other people of his class ; and if the Peons and Native servants of the 
factory arc not allowed to harass him, so as to disgust him with the 
business, the manufacturer should be in no ditliculty. In such a whole- 
some state of things, he sljould have no more lawsuits to engage in, and 
should have no more cause either to fear or to hope from the interference 
of the Magistrate and the Police than any other man engaged in fair 
trade. It is this wholesome state of things which sliould be encouraged. 
But if the case he otherwise in any particular District, or with any 
particular Planter, the obvious inference is that either Indigo is not 
naturally suited to that place, or that the remedy is in the hands, 
not of the Police, but of the Indigo manufacturer himself. 

21. The original papers received with your Office letters under reply 
axe herewith returned, a copy being kept for record in this Office. 


Xo. IX. 


From A. R. Younh, Emq., Secretary to the Oovornmonf of BL‘n<:^a1, to the 
Oilieiating (\)niitiis.5ioiier of the Niiddea Divifiioii, — (No, 4030, diitecl the 
Olh Auguht lSr>i).) 

Sir, 


With roforeiieo to the correspondence noted on the margin, 


Krom (\)iinnissi(Mior ol Niuldo.i, N(». ^'401., 
lilted Jolh A\ nl I8'>d, with ( iid' sin« 

KioiM OHi' intinj^ (\)iinn^-i()ii(r ot iSuiMe.i, 
No. 8«('t, dated ‘2Hh Ajiiil lsr)h, \,ith ciulo- 

{illlOM. 


I am direeli'd to inform you that the 
Lieut cnaut-(Jovcrn or, being desirous 
to have before him further* infor- 


'I'o C^oniim^sioiK I ol Kuddoa, No. .3002, d,it< d 
2nd Juiu' is >9. 

IToiii (VnmiiissioiK'v of Niull"'!, No. llOCt , 
ilitid ()lh duiu' IS")}), witli • i)(h>‘>'Uus, 

To Olhd.itniy (^)l nin^M aici ul Nuddia, No. 
4616, dalod 2ist dul^ 1B59. 


Illation relative to the |^stem on 
wliieh Indigo cultivation is carried 
on in Bengal, requests that }OU will 
have eolle(*l(‘d, and sul)mit with as 


little delay as possi])le, any correspondence there may be in jour Otlb'c 
containing cither faets illustrative of the system, or the views and 
opinions of Officers in the Division who have given their attention to 
the subject. 


From A. Orotr, Coininissioiu'r of tlie NiuldiM Division, to tbe Seere- 
tary to the Govermnent of Bongal, - (No. lllCi., dated the 711\ Novem- 
ber 1859.) 

Sir, 

In reply to your Iciler No. 1930, dated 9ih August last, I bog 
to submit, in original, the eorrespondenee noted in the margin,*^ whieh, but 

for other ])ressing duties, w^ould have 
been laidbt'fore (jlovernnient bisl year 
in conliiinaliou of the Report f on 
the same subjoet-j which I made on 
the 19th August 1850. No orders 
Avore ever passed on this Report, and 
tin* object of my sreoiid call on the 
Alagistratcs of the Indigo Districts? 
was to enahle me by means of a sup- 
plement to it to draw again the attention of Govciumcni to a most 
important quesllou. 


* CoTninr.’s Circular, No. 30, dated 
17th May 1858. 

MagisUale of MoorBliedahiicl, No. 451, 
dated 15th July 1858. 

Magistrate of Nuddea, No. 210, dated 
20th July 1858, with two oiudosuns. 

Magi.stvate of Jliiaset, No. 500, dated 
19th tJune 1858. 

Magistrate of JoMsorc, No, 421., dati*d 
29th July 1858, with au euclosuie. 

t No. 91. 


20 
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2. In the interim a case occurred in Baraset in which I had to 
amend what I considered to be a mistaken oi’dcr issued to his Police by 
the Joint Magistrate of that District; and as he adhered to the view 
which led to his order, I thought it due to an intelligent and zealous 
Officer to lay his olyections to my proceedings before Government, This 
reference has been disposed of during my absence from the office, and its 
purport, even if it were not for your present call, assures me that the 
great question which I reported on three years ago has at last been 
taken up in earnest. 

3. Before remarking on the enclosures now forwarded, I shall ask 
permission to make one respectful observation on i)aragraph 7 of your 
letter NojgfcblO, dated 21st July last, just referred to. The question 
which I intended to put to Government, in my reference in Mr. 
Larmour^s case, was not that which is defined in that paragraph. I did 
mean to say that my order was that which Mr. Eden should liave issued 
in the first instance, or, in the words of your letter, that the course of 
announcing that no protection should be given to Byots against physical 
interference, &c., was that wliicli Mr, Eden should have adopted. My 
order was necessary and justiliahle only as corrective of the misimpres- 
sion which had been produced by the previous order of Mr, Eden. The 
question, as I wished to submit it, was whether Mr. Eden was right in 
the terms of his order, which were conditional, or whether he should have 
refrained from \ising such terms. 

4. I now proceed to notice the Magistrates’ reports. 

Bauaset.-»-5. Mr. Eden refers in his opening paragraph to the first 

Charghat dispute in 1858, the correspondence regarding which was sub- 
mitted to Government for perusal with my letter Nos. 74Ct. and 1 16Ct., 
dated respectively 15th April and 6th Juno last. The features of this 
dispute were in the main similar to those of the last which the Lieute- 
nant-Governor disposed of in your letter above quoted. In my opinion 
the Magistrate’s orders interfered with jMr. Larmour’s exercise of his 
powers as a landholder, and required modification. In this, as in the last 
Charghat case, this corrective order of mine went beyond what was 
called for by the state of the ease as it came originally before the 
Magistrate. 

6. In the paragraphs which follow, Mr. Eden refers to the Ilobrah 
case, some particular of which have also been before His Honor 
the Lieutenant-Governor, on the petition of Mr. Prestwich. The 
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*„mi T> I 1 11 - ii factory party appear here to have 

Burkundazes* were helping the 

factory as the Police always do when boeu entirely in the wrong, though 
deputed to keep the peace.” declared otherwise. I note 

here an* expression of Mr. Eden which charges the Police generally 
with partiality towards the Planter. 

7. !Mr. Eden th(*n goes into the general question of the Indigo sys- 
tem, which 1 reserve for notice presently. 

Nuddka. — 8. !Mr. Cockerell reports that no serious disputes occurred 
in his District during the sowing seasons of 1857-58 ; forty five cases al- 
together had occurred in the two years connected with Indigo cultivation ; 
twenty-nine of these were complaints hy llyots, and in the majority of these, 
as of the others, the prosecid ions failed. In the eight cases which proceed- 
ed to conviction the Ryots were punished in two, — their landholders, as 
instigators against the Planter, in two ; and in four cases one or both 
parties were bound dow^n to keep the peace. 

Moorshedabab AND JKsbOiiK. — 0. In neither of those Districts had 
any serious disturbances occurred. T\vo partial afirays took place in the 
Magoorah Sub-Division of Jessore, and the Magistrate's enclosed state- 
ment show's that a great many petitions against Idanters’ proceedings, and 
vice versd, had been presented in the same Sub-Division. Unfortunately 
the return does not show' the result of inquiry into these complaints. 

10. On the whole the sowing seasons of the three past years 
have gone off quietly in tliis Division. The IMagibtrate was known 
to be on the alert in the three Districts in which disputes generally 
occur. In IMoorshedabad the Messrs, Watson have sq^ircely a rival 
factory to contend wdlh, and their large zemindaree interests enable 
them to carry any point with their tenantry. 

11. This practice of Planters taking leases from the landholders has 
lately prevailed in Nuddea, and is being extended as much as possible to 
Jessore. By this means the Planter gets rid of the local influence which 
he supposed to be always opposed to his factory interests, and concen- 
trates it in himself. Large sums by w'ay of bonus are given by many 
Planters for these leases, and in some cases (Chovvrasee, for instance, in 
Baraset, which is held by the llobrah Concern) the rent w'hich they 
engage to pay under the lease is higher than the known Mofussil rental. 

12. There can be no doubt that the comparatively few affrays which 
are reported now are due in a great measure to the withdrawal from the 
field held by the Indigo concern of this adverse landholder interest, 
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tliougli in some measure also to the establishment of Sub-Divisions, and 
to improved efficiency of our Police. The Ilyot, knowing the various 
means of annoyance in the hands of a Planter landholder, is disposed to 
comply with the latter’s wishes, and will engage to grow plant for him, 
though protesting perhaps, while taking the Factory seed, that he would 
much prefer to sow Rice, In thus complying he perhaps declines the 
proifered advance from the factory, under the idea that his acceptance of 
it will get him into trouble ; perhaps it is convenient to him to take it as 
he obtains it without interest. In no case, I (juite believe, does the 
Ryot deliberately grow Indigo under the impression that the crop 
will yield him profit, and in many he grows it without reckoning 
on obtaining a return even of the rent which he has to pay for 
the land. 

13. And that some degree of compulsion was exercised in the first 
days of the introduction of the manufacture into this country is t'o be 
implied, I think, from the tenor of the rules embodied in Regulation 
XXXIII. of 17f35. The right of the Khoodkhast Ryot to grow or to 
refrain from growing the plant, at his own pleasure, is there proclaimed 
in a manner that suggests the presumption that he had not in the four 
years of experience at Benares at all events been treated as a free agent. 
From the mention made in this Law, however, of the Bengal system of 
Indigo cultivation, it would appear to have been one entirely of contract 
with the Ryots, a system which Government then and have since 
encouraged. See Section 111. Regulation XX. of 1812, enjoining the 
registry of Ijjidigo contracts, and Regulation VI. of 1823, which, 
recogniscing the advance system, and the reasonableness of giving the 
Planter a lien on the crop, for the production of which he advances, 
supplies him with the means of obtaining summary ledress for evasions 
or breaches of contract on the part of the Ryot&. 

14. Why this summary remedy proved insufficient can only be con- 
jectured, but that it did so is announced in the preamble of Regulation 
V. of 1830, when breach of Indigo contract was declared to be a mis- 
demeanor, and subject to the penalties prescribed in Section V. Regula- 
tion VII. of 1819. Instigators to such breach were to be jointly liable 
with the contracting Ryots ; but while these stringent provisions were 
enacted for enforcing the performan(je of his contract, a mode of extri- 
cating himself summarily from arbitrary claims made on him by the 
factory was provided for the Ryot, — Section V, 
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R(?f^ulation V. 


This course is still open to him, though he is no longer punishable 
for misdemeanor for not performing his contract. 

15. 1 believe these summary remedies have rarely been resorted to 

cither by Planter or llyot. Suits under both the above Laws had to be 
instituted at the Sudder Stations, for there were no local Courts com- 
petent to entertain then^. till 1 831. Tlie process, 
too, was probably costly, and not always successful. 
Whatever may be the cause of these provisions being inoperative, it 
is certain that the Planter liaa the means of indemnifying himself for 
loss of Indigo crop to the extent of the evading ItyoPs property, and tlfat 
the unwilling cultivator may deposit in Court any halance due from him 
under an expired contract, and relieve himself of all obligation to the 
factory. 


10. Mr. Eden, it will be seen, holds extreme view^s on the subject of 
the existing contract system. lie holds that these contracts arc not 
hma JidCy and that it is only by means of oppression and euinpulsiou 
that the Planter sneeceds in obtaining any Indigo. There is, I 
remark, a great deal of bold assertion in !Mr. Eden^s statements. It 
is diflicult to believe that the large produce of the Districts of this 
Division would be raised so cpiietly as it is were his description of the 
system a correct one. So far as my experience goes, I pronounce it 
incorrect, 

17. I can believe that, under the practice of taking leases wliich now 
obtains, the Planter do(\s not lay the same sti*ess as he formerly did 
on having written contracts from his liyots. lie relics on his zemin- 
dareo inlluence to get liis plant sown when the season comes round, and 
if he has ordinary tact, this intlueueo would he quite suflicient. The 
same influence exerted by a Native Zemindar enal>U‘s him to idemnify 
liimself through his tenantry for many a disLursement incurred, 
such as payments of fines, marriage fees, &;c. It is an influence which 
is gradually on the wane, and whicli will be well nigli brought ta an 
end by Act X. of 1859, if the instruments for working this Law effectually 
be made readily available. 

18. Many Planters urge that they would rather ]iot be landholders, 
if they had but the means of enforcing the performance by the liyots of 
their contracts. It will be seen from some of tlie enclosures of Mr, 
CockerelFs Ileport, that the necessity for securing leases of estates at heavy 
expenditure is allude I to as a grievance. I venture to doul,)t the sincerity 
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of this allusion. In these days of high market prices for agricultural 
produce no Planter .would find it possible to strike a bargain with a Ryot 
for growing Indigo who did not offer far better terms than it has been 
the custom hitherto to offer. 

19. Mr. Cockerell takes a juster and more impartial view of the 
Planter's position than4Mr. Eden. He is not opposed to the re-enact- 
ment of the rescinded Sections of Regulation V. of 1 830. Mr. Molony 
is in favour of a suggestion which was thrown out for discussion, 
rather than deliberately recommended for adoption in my report of 
1856, vis. the extension of the Planter’s lien on the land to actual 
occupancy if necessary. In their petition to the Legislative Council of 
last year the Planters have extracted paragraphs 13, 14 and part of 
15 from my letter in question in support of their statement of grievances, 
and as indicating the mode in which these should be redressed ; but 
assuredly I did not intend that what had occurred to me as offering a 
partial remedy to obvious deficiencies in the existing Law could be with 
justice applied off-hand. Such a provision could not indeed safely be 
applied at all, if plausible grounds offered for doubting generally, as Mr. 
Eden does, the genuine character of the contract. 

20. The penal provisions for breach of contract, under Regulation VII, 
of 1819, have now been extended to the Presidency Tow'us by Act XIII. 
of 1859, for all fraudulent breaches of contract by arfijicers, workmen 
and laborers under advances.* The pleas for this extension, as the 
preamble to the Act states, are the loss and inconvenience which has 
been sustained by manufacturers, tradesmen and others, and the insuffi- 
ciency of remedy by suit in the Civil Courts for recovery of damages. 
These are exactly the pleas urged by the Planters for an extension of 
similar provisions to fraudulent breaches of Indigo contracts. 

21. I am strongly in favour of giving every encouragement wdthin 
reasonable limits to the manufacturers of Indigo, and I am convinced, 
notjjvithstanding the strong assertions that have been made to the contrary, 
that thej’' are by no means the unpopular class represented in Mr. Eden^s 
Report. It would indeed, ” as His Honor has justly remarked in 
paragraph 20 of his letter referred to above, be greatly to be lamented 
ifc anything should check Indigo cultivation;” and, feeling this, I 
earnestly hope that the effect of the orders conveyed in that letter may 
not, by misinterpretation on the part of the District Police Authorities, 
be unfavourable to Planting enterpiise. 
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bVom A. Grote, Esq., ComiElssioner of the Nuddca Division, to the Magistrate* 
of Jessoro, Moorshedabad, Nuddea and Baraset, — (No. 30, dated the 17th 
May 1858.) 

Sir, 


Referring to your Office letter noted in the margin in reply 
to my call No. 60 of the 11th June 
m, d£ Sth j’S- 15 . 1856, 1 request the favor of your report- 

„ 178, dated 15th July 1850. ing on any disturbances connected with 

„ 376, dated 30th June 1850. . /» t t i * i i 

the sowing of Indigo winch may liavo 

occurred in your District during the two seasons which have since 

passed. 


2. I shall be glad also to have the benefit of any remarks which 
may occur to you on the annexed Extract (paragraph 12 to end) from 
my report to Government on that occasion, as I am about to draw the 
attention of Government again to the subject. 


From W. C. Spencer, Esq., Officiating Magistrate, Moorshedabad, to A. 
Quote, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 451, dated 
the 15th July 1858.) 

Sir, 

With reference to your letter No. 30, dated the 17tli May last, I 
have the honor to report for your information that nothing worthy of 
the name of a disturbance connected with the sowing of Indigo has 
curred daring the two seasons referred to, as I have been fortunate 
enough to nip in the bud any disputes which seemed likely to occur. 

2. With advertence to your 2nd para. I beg to submit the following 
remarks : — No one can, I think, doubt the necessity for legislation on this 
subject, for, until some Law be passed, Planters will still continue to take 
the Law into their own hands, and atfrays will always be liable to occur 
in consequence ; but it is easier to point out an evil than suggest a reme- 
dy. The interests of the Planters appear to demand that some summary 
powers should be vested in them by Law ; but I would not go so far as to 
recommend the adoption of the principle of summary occupancy of the 
land by the Planter on his own responsibility. The principle is a nc,w 
one in legislation on contracts of such a commercial character as those 
between a Planter and a. Ryot, who probably holds his land on some tem- 
porary agreement from some other H^indar, nnd it is almost an invasion 
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of a Zomlndar^s rights. Two lions on one piece of ground are dangerous 
privileges to grant. Imagine a Zemindar insisting on distraining the 
Indigo crop on the very day that the Planter sends to cut it, or imagine 
contending Planters, each liolding a lien on the same crop, and the Zemin- 
dar asserting his at the same time. I only give these as the most ob- 
vious instances, but hundreds of otliers would suggest themselves to a 
Native Zemiiular, who could cither compel or was secure of the co-opera- 
tion of his Ryots. 

Another objection is, that the power of occupancy in the lands of 
an out-sider is in itself an irritating species of authority, to bo avoided if 
possible. Its exorcise is very apt to rouse a Ryot to resistance, even 
against his better reason. The very Lest rules cannot prevent* by the 
Gomashta of a factory under any sumrajiry process, but the powers thus 
given them will rouse their inventive faenlties to the highest point. The 
proposed clause exceeds in its summary character the Laws of distraint 
and sale, for even under these Laws the Zemindar can only attach — he 
cannot take what he demands, and leaves the Ryot to recover it ; and for 
my own part I cannot wish fco sec the principle of these Laws extended in 
this country, even under European management, if better means can be 
devised. 

4. Neither do I think that Planters themselves as a body demand 
such a large accession of power. It is often insisted on as necessary, 
but this is partly owiug to their present habit of taking possession of 
their rights, Law or no Law. The same demand is mijj^de by every one 
who finds himself clieatcd right and left. The only difrereiutc in this 
case is, that it is a cpiestion of time, a few hours making all the diiTerence 
in the cxcc\itioa or breach of the contract. I should, nevertheless, pre- 
fer to see such contracts generally executed under a compulsory penal 
enactment than by the arbitrary agency of the other party. There is a 
general objection to such penalties as that proposed, v\z» that it renders 
one party at least very careless after the contract is signed, and is only a 
slight incentive to honesty in all eases, whilst in many it is the very 
reverse, more particularly so in the case of Rengali Ryots. 

5. I am not sure that the Planters would in practice thank us for the 
power given. They would prefer a Law wliich compelled a Ryot to work 
in his own field himself, for KhamUr cultivation does not pay them, I 
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can very well imagine every Ryot in a zemindaree ordered to abstain 
from sowing on the critical day (the order would involve no great risk). 
Could the l^lanter on such a sudden notice sow the wliolc of the lands 
himself? But if each Ryot knew that a month’s imprisonment hangs 
over him^ such . evasions would be rare. I lind on incpiiry that most 
Planters in this part of the country have only asked for the summary 
punishment of the Ryots, appearing to have been satisfied with the work- 
iifg of Regulation V. of 1830 ; and I cannot help thinking that a year’s 
experience of a similar penal Law would have a better effect on Ryots for 
the future than the granting to the Planter of the lien proposed, with 
this advantage, that the land is left entirely in the Ryot’s own hands, 
being merely compelled to fulfil in person his own ju'omise. Wc should 
thus know how far the new Law is made of use. In the other case wc 
could only hear how (ar it was abused, and probably not that completely, 
G.* I do not however see any reasonable objection to giving the 
Planter a right of occupancy till the crop be cut by a decree of Court, 
whenever he may think it necessary to apply for such power. A 
Planter has generally some inkling of the plans of his Ryots, and 
in ordinary cases could, by this means, protect himself from loss ; 
but, ill order to ensure this more efficiently, why should not a Magis- 
trate, pending the decision of a ease, he empowered, when an expected 
inundation or other cause render it advisable, to give the crop to 
the Planter, on cash or other good security being deposited, calculated 
according to the^average value of Indigo — if the crop is ready to be cut, 
or when the crop has only been lately sown, and not ready for cutting, 
a sufficient sum, to ensure it from wilful injury, and in order to protect 
the Planter against the danger of a Ryot refusing to fulfil his engage- 
ment just at sowing time ; a register might lie kept at the Magistrate’s 
Court, and the Court of his Sub-divisional subordinates, in whieb to 
register all Indigo contracts between a Planter and a Ryot, a small fee 
being taken to defray the expense of keeping up the books, &c. ; for, 
though by this the work of the offices would be slightly increased, I feel 
sure that the results would be beneficial, as in that case the registry 
would be primd facie evidence of the existence of the contract, and all 
that would have to be determined would be whether the contract had 
been fulfilled or not, in which therd could not be very much difficulty ; 
and every non-fulfilment of contract should be punished summarily, as 
recommended above. 


27 
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7 . I have had much other business to perform lately, and the subject 
itself is one which n?quircd some consideration and inquiry ; I trust 
therefore you will excuse the delay which lias occurred in replying to 
your letter. 


From F, It, Esc^, Magistrate of Niuldea, to the Commissioner of 

tlie Nuddea Division, — (No. 21G, dated the 2Gth July 1858.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor 4o report on the subject of your letter No. 30 
of the 17 th May last. 

2. There have been no disturbaiiees involving any actual breach of the 
peace regarding Indigo sowing during the seasons 1857-58, within this 
District. 

3. The nuniber of eases connected with this subject, instituted in the 
Fonjdaree Courts throughout tlic I)istrl(*t during tluvse seasons, has been 
in the year 1857 twenty -nine eases, in the present year sixteen. Of the 
former, nine cases were instituted by the Zemindar or his local agent, 
three l>y the Planter, and seventeen the Ptyot. The prosecution in 
nearly the whole number fell to the ground, it a})pearing from the records 
that ill two cases only was it found necessary to take steps to bring the 
(lefendants into Court, and in those two cases both parties were bound 
down to kc'cp the peace for short periods in light personal recognizances. 
It is worthy of notice also that in fourteen of the twenty-nine cases the 
Planters were Natives; in firtcen, Europeans. 

4. Of the latter (or the sixteen cases instituted during the present 
year), twelve were instituted by the Ilyots and four by the Planters : the 
prosecution in nine out of the twelve, and one out of the four cases, fell to 
the ground ; in one ease the Ryots were sentenced to fine or imprisonment 
for instituting a false and vexatious complaint at the instigation of the 
Zemindar; in another case certain Ilyots of Kishtopore were imprisoned for 
committing a violent assault on the Factory Goinashlah when he came 
to look after the sowings; in a third both parties were hound over to keep 
the peace ; in two other cases the Zemindar was convicted of instigating 
the Ryots to o[>posc the Planters, and hound over in personal recognizance 
to keep the peace ; and in the sixth cavso a Factory Gomashtah was 
required to furnish personal security with the same object. 

5. Scarcely any accurate conclusion can ho arrived at as regards the 
sutficicimy or otherwise of the existing Law, as it affects the relations 



{ ^11 ) 


between Planter and Ryot, from tbepe siatistiop, for tbo Planlor has 
f^cnerally found it necessary io acquire Zeinindareo rii>‘lits wliercver his 
Indij^o mauuracluriiiij^ line of operations extended, and thus n‘»'ain, a 
power of exacting the fulfilment of their contracts by the Ryots who lake 
his advances, •\vhicb the present state of the Law fails to afford liini; and 
throughout this Listriot nearly all tlio Indigo Planters are for the most 
pait their own Zemindars. 

0, On the suliject of the remarks extracted from }xair letter to 
Government, and forwarded ultli your letter under acknowledgment, 
J hav^e, as directed, communicated with thos# gentlemen engaged in the 
cultivation of Indigo in this District-, whose long (‘X])crience of the \vorking 
of the present s}'stem and chief interest in llu‘ suhjc'ct must necessarily 
give weight to their opinion on any ])roposed amelioration of the 
existing Law, 

7.^ ]Mr. Larmour considers that the hest remedy for the present 
practically unprotected state of the Planter, in his dealings with the 
Ryots, who receive his advances for sowing Indigo, would be affonh'd by 
placing the enforcenumt of the contract within the jurisdiction of the 
Magistrate’s Court, as hy tlic }>rovisions of Regulation VII. of 1S19 the 
cnfbrcenu'nt of the performance of a contract for any other sjiecific woi’k 
already lies. Why,’’ saj^s Mr. Larmour, should the Planter ))e the 
only contractor improiected by the jiowcr to iiistilutc summary process 
in the ^fngistrate’s Court,, the only kind of summary ])roeess tliat would 
piove effective in operation in the ease of ludigo-produeing contracts?” 
He considers that the present mode of redress afforded to llio Plant 
through a civil summary suit altogether useless, and a means that, in this 
Histrict at least, is never resorted to. lie further urges the expediency 
of re-enacting some such legal provision ns, under Section III. Regulation 
V. of 18o0, rendered the instigator to a broach of contract for producing 
Indigo liable to the penalties of fine or im])risonment.. A hostile 
Zemindar’s power, in the present state of the Law, to injure and on^barrass 
the Planter with impunity, by instigating his Ryots, or indeed ooinpclling 
them, to evade the performance of their contracts, is, Mr. Larmour con- 
siders, perhaps the greatest evil the Planter has to contend with. Ho 
cites, as an instance, the case of Sham ChundcrPall Chowdhurree, who, 
coming into possession of the proprietary right of an estate of whiidi he 
(Mr. Larmour) holds the Pntnee, failed in his attempt to obtain tlirough 
the Civil Courts the anmdmeni of the Putnee tenure, actually summoned 
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liis RyotH of another estate ^vho had been in the habit of receiving Mr. 
Larmour’s advances for producing Indigo, and took from them personal 
recognizances in various amounts, binding them down not to sow a bcegah 
of land for the Bengal Indigo Company. 

8. Mr, Savi is of oi)inion that what is most required is the power to 
obtain by summary process, in the Magistrate’s Court, a lien upon the 
land for tljc sowing of which advances arc proved to have been made, 
lie also tak(‘s the same view as Mr. Larmour regarding the urgent want 
of some legal provision that shall render the instigator to a breach 
of contract criminally resj^nsible. The Ryot, he considers, if left to 
himself, would (Comparatively rarely evade the performance of his contract, 
and that it is the arbitrary influence of the hostile Zemindar in the 
majority of easo>s which makes the Ryot who has received advances 
refractory. 

9. ^Ir. Tissendie also points out the utter ineflieacy of the remedy 
alforded to the Planter against the Ryot evading his contract through 
the Civil Courts, and urges that neeessity has compelled the Planter 
irc([uontly to have recourse to arbitrary measures to enforce his rights, 
tlic maintenance of wliieli the present state of Law is j)ractically in- 
suflieient to guarantee ; he considers that, to maire the Law ctleeti vc in this 
respect^ tlio evasion of eoniraets to produce Indigo must be treated as a 
criminal offence. 

10. The oilier gentlemen whom I consulted have replied to my com- 
munication in a joint letter, copy of which I annex for your information, 
as the most forcible and concise expression of their views on this all- 
important subject. 

11. No better argument can be adduced of the insufficiency of the 
Civil Courts to afford redress to the Planter, against the Ryot evading 
his contract, than the generally asserted fact that recourse is never had 
to those Courts to obtain redress in such cases. The generally expressed 
opinion is, that summary process in the Magistrate’s Court alone affords 
a remedy -applicable to the circumstances of the case, and*thc issue which 
it contains appears to me unanswerable — Why should the breach of all 
other eoniraets for a specific work be treated as a misdemeanour, and the 
person refusing to cultivate Indigo, for the labour expended on which he 
has received advances, be held amenahlc to the Civil Court only ?” If 
theoretically the enforcement of a civil contract by penal enactments be 
regarded as wrong in principle, the theory, if at all, should be imiformly 
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adopted; the circumstancei? of the country which rendered it expedient 
to treat the artizan failing to perform his contract as a misdemeanant 
are no less applicable to the refractory cultivator who pockets the money 
advanced to him for producing a certain quantity of Indigo and sub- 
sequently refuses to meet his engagement. 

VZ, I think that the rc-enactment of the rescinded sections of 
Kcgulation Y. of 1830, or the framing a new Law, that shall embrace tlie 
several suggestions conveyed in the communications of the Indigo 
Planters, as above-mentioned, accompanied by such restrictions for the 
protection of the Ityot as Jlcgiilation \ II. of 48 10 contains in regard to 
other contracts, is much required, and that the introduction of some 
such measure would have a very salutary cllect in all Indigo-growing 
Districts. I would give jurisdiction to the Magistrate's C.ourt to tlie 
extent of entertaining all summary suits instituted to enforce the per- 
formance by the liyot of his contract to produce a certain quantity of 
Indigo, both at the time of sowing the seed and cutting the plant. 
The Magistrate should be empowered to order the land to be sown, or 
the plant to be delivered, for the benefit of the person making the 
advances. If the Ryot should prove recusant, and elect to undergo the 
penalty lor non- fulfilment of contract, the Plauler should, I think, be 
guarded against the loss of his crop by obtaining in such case a lien on 
the land to the extent of produ(*ing thereon the crops for u Inch lie is 
proved to have made advances. Such penalti(;s also should be provided for 
the otienco of instigating a Jlyot to evade his contract as w ould serve to 
secure the person making advances for the cultivation of Indigo from 
the mischievous etfects of the ill-will of a Zemindar. On the other 
hand, if the bread i of oontracdsof this nature is to become a criminal 
oflence, these contracts must be of a more spcdllc and ddlnitc character 
than I take to bo the prevailing custom at the pi'esent time — they must be 
written, and the conditions specilic as regards the amount of cash ad- 
vance, the quantity of Indigo to be produced, and the extent and identify 
of the land upon which it is to be growm. I w ould limit the period 
of contract to three years, and if some inexpensive mode of registra- 
tion of such contracts could be adopted it w^ould give a more bond fide 
character to the transaction. Unless the contract could bo show’ll to be 
of the specific nature above-mentioned, the suit instituted to enforce the^ 
performance of it would be rejected, as/ ivbilst it is doubtless expedient to 
provide some effective summary process by wdiicb the Planter may legally 
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ouforoc lhe€^ilfihucni of the contract, caro miLst bo taken to aseoriaiu 
that tlie eno-ao-eineiit which the Ryot lias failo l to porforni was volnu- 
tarily eniorod into by liim, and that its conditions were clearly laid down 
and understood by tin? contracting^ party. The remedy thron<j;h the 
Civil Courts is praclically no less iiisudicient for t!io protection of tlie 
Ryot in one sense tbaii for tlie Planter in anotlicr. Practically the Ryot 
who lias once taken advances for tlie cultivation of Indigo is held to lie 
under a perpetual ongagement to produce so much Indigo, or it may be 
an increased ((uantiiy from time to time; he has not the 0 ])lion of con- 
tinuing or abandoning the cultivation of the plant, as he may find most 
jirufitable to himself. AVhilst therefore it is expedient to afford legal 
])roteelion, in the only way in wliicli, under the circumstances of the case, 
it can prove eflective to the Planter, care must lie taken that the Ryot 
is not made criminally liable for the performance of a contract wliiidi he 
did not undertake of his own free will. 

Ub At Mr. Forlong\s re([ucst 1 take this opportunity of forwarding a • 
stalemeiii with which ho has favored me, showing the proportion of lands 
appro])riatod to the cultivation of ludigo and other ])roducdHliroughout 
the wliole e^states of Messrs. Hills and Company in this District, 

From W. Foklono, F. M/VCLA(a^^ E, llocintTS, J. Wiuti:, J, W. Saktii, 
II. SlIJRALl), and J. UtTKKKLL, Es^.S., to F. R. CoCJvEUELL, 
Eh(^ , Magivsiratc, Zillah Nuddea, — (dated the oOih June 1858.) 

Dear Sir, 

AVe duly received your letter of the oth instant, which would 
have met with more immediate attention from us had not sonic of us 
been from home, and in place also of eacdi addressing you separately, wo 
have tliought it better to offer our united opinions relative to the im- 
portant suggestions made by the Commissioner in his letter to the 
Government of Bengal, No. 1)1, dated 19th August 1850. 

2. \V*e are glad to see that the Commissioner confesses that the 
Law is dcrieiont in the way of affording the planters redress, when the 
Ryot is guilly of a broach of his contract with him to sow the land for 
which he had duly received an advance. This indeed is the chief grievance 
of which the Planter has to complain in conducting his business ; and 
^^siircly tlio Legislature might arrive at some proper solution of this 
difficulty by an Act that would fairly protect both the Planter and the 
Pyot. 
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3. We wrote the Commissioner remarks relative to the repeal of 
Regulation V. of 1830, in as far as it relates to its two most important 
Sections 11. and III., but wo arc not aware that these clauses were re- 
pealed from any reason save that it was thought unjust to visit tin? breach 
of a civil contract with penal conscipaences ; nothing in the working of 
the Act proved that it had opera! ed o])})ressively, but on tlie contrary it is 
well known that the then (Governor General, Lord William Bentiiick, 
looked upon the Act as one of the most beneilcial he had passed, and 
that its operation had prov(Hl most sa,tisfa(*lory. The Act, vve are aware, 
was regarded with anything hut approval l»y the Home Government; 
hut Lord William, seeing how favorable its praet/ieal results were, refused 
to adopt the opinions of those who, iiniiirormod as to the circumstances 
which made such an Act necessary, could only ]>rovc that in Law it was 
theoretically wrong, and that the hreadi of the civil contracts between 
, the Planter and the R)ot could only justify civil proceedings on tlie 
part of th^Xormer against the latter, and which proceedings, in a coun- 
try like thi%and watli siu'h a ero]) as liuligo, left the Planter practically 
without any redress whatever. 

d. The Act was repealed tve think in 1835, shortly after Lord 
William llentiuck left India, and since that time tlie Planter has been 
a))solutely without any redress wdien Ryots have been guilty of a hreacli 
of their eiigagcmoiils wdth him, a stale of tilings wdiich has only forced 
upon the Plaiiti'r an iininense expenditure to secure the (‘cssion to him 
of zeiniiidaree rights, so as to leave him not quite so ranch at the mercy 
of either the Law or* Ryot. The Commissioner justly observes that 
redress through the Civil Courts is subject to so much delay, and in many 
respects is so inoperative that he doubts whether Planters have recourse 
to the Law at all as it now stands ; such doubts may indeed in this 
District he reduced to a certainty, for no Planter ever thinks of taking 
such a step to recover his just due against any Ilyot. 

5. With reference to the suggestions of the Commissioner, that some 
summary process skould he created so fks to compel the Ryot to act up 
to his engagement with the Planter, we thank him for the same, but 
unless such redress is to he obtained through a Magistrate’s Court it 
would be fruitless ; in a MoonsifPs G^rt few Planters would think of. 
proceeding against a Ilyot in the hope of gaining lands of which the 
Ryot was conspiring to deprive him. 
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To give the Planter the right by a summary process, through the 
Magistrate’s Court, to the oceuJ)ancy of the laiul for wliicli he had 
advanced, for the time being, fur his Indigo crop, would undoubtedly be 
beneficial, and an Act which would greatly tend to putting a stop to 
disputes about Indigo cultivation, and also make the llyot much less 
at the mercy of influential parties opj)osed to the Planter, who so often, 
for selfish objects of their own, induce the liyots to evade their engage- 
ments with the factory. Against such parties also the Planter ought to 
have some summary criminal redress. Any Act would be most incomplete 
in only punishing the Eyot for breach of contract, leaving unscathed 
the very parties under whose coercion ho had acted in so doing. Every 
Planter could offer numerous instances of Ryots having been compelled 
against their will to break their engagements with him ; and when such 
conspiracy to injure can be brought clearly home to any party, the Law 
should enable the Magistrate to take up the case as a serious misdemea-^ 
■nor, and punish the same accordingly. 

6. We might now make some remarks as to what the Oiltnmissioner 
observe relative to unpopularity of the Indigo crop, and we think 
that we could easily show that, as regards this District at any rate, there 
has boon great exaggeration as to the dislike of the Ryot to cultivate 
Indigo. AVe believe many are under the impression that the Planters in 
Niiddea have almost a monopoly of the lands for Indigo cultivation, 
and that the same acts as a great burden on the population generally, 
the truth being tliat not a third of the population of the District is 
connected with Indigo, and we believe that evert in the zemindares held 
by Planters, not above one-fifth or one-sixth portion of the lands are in 
any instance cultivated for Indigo, and generally a much smaller propor- 
tion. We may add also that not above five percent, of the area of the 
District is at all given up for Indigo purposes. 

This subject, however, would lead to tlie present communication ex- 
tending to too great a length, and we must therefore leave it for some 
future opportunity. 
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From tlie Hon’ble A. Ei>r.N% Joint Magistrate of Baras(‘i, to the Commis- 
sioner of tlie Nuddoa Division, — (No, 500, diitiid the 19ih Juno 
1858.) 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter No. 30, of the 17tli ultimo, calling for a 
report on any clisturban(3es (jonnected with the sowing of Indigo which 
have occurred in my District during the last two seasons, I have the 
honor to report that during the season of 1S57 wc had no dispute at 
all wortli recording. There WTre a few misunderstandings between 
Mr. Hampton and his Ryots, which were all ainicahly sellled. 

This year there have Ix'on two disputes : I can hardly call them dis- 
turbanc'cs : the first was theCharghat case, which has been fully reported 
to you, and regarding which much correspondence has passed between 
ns, and witli respect to the rights of which case T bedieve we entertain 
very dilferent opinit>ns. It will suflice to say that a dispute arose 
between Mr. Larmour and his Ryots regaiding his riglit as diir-izaradar 
on a short lease to measure the Ryots^ lands with a view to increase 
their jumina. 

The (piestion, however, was settled out of Court by Mr. Larmour's 
agreeing not to measure if his Ryots would sow Indigo for him; both 
parties agreed slid the Ryots took advances from him. After they had 
done so, Mr. Larmonr wislied to get released from his part in tlie agree- 
ment and appealed to you. The Ryots evidently thought this unfair, 
and complained to me. To punish tlicm for complaining, Mr. Larmour^s 
servants committed great oppression, marking all their best lands and 
levying cesses. A serious affray appeared to be impending. I deputed a 
Darogah to keep the peace. Mr. Larmour considered that this was equi- 
valent to rny preventing the Ryots from sowing, and complained to you 
to this effect. You appeared to be of his opinion and directed me to the 
effect : — That the Darogah is not there to protect the Ryots any more 
than he was there to protect the farmer ; the Ryots should he told 
authoritatively that they should fulfil their obligations whatever they 
may be, and those who fail to do so will take the consequence.^^ 

2. T accordingly, in pursuance of your wishes, went to Charghat and 
"the Ryots sowed two bcegahs for every plough they possessed without 

any disturbance, 

3. llie next case T reported to you in my letter No. 4S1, dated 7th 
June 1858, (ifter investigating it myself in the Mofussil, This case 
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niiglii have led to a serious disiurbanoe. The Baraset Indigo Concern, 
has this year sown very much more than it lias ever sown before for 
years without the slightest disturbance, until after the sowings were 
properly all over ; tlion from some unaccountable causes IMr. Hampton 
sent his Siidder Zernlndarec Auilah to sow the lands in villages with 
which the factory had Imd no dealings for years. These Amlah collected 
some 200 ploughs and ploughed up all the best lands of two villages, 
Kico crop iiududcd, and sowed Indigo : for the greater portion of these 
lands no attempt or oxeuse is made, for some of the lands claimants are 
brought forward from other villages, but the men do not make the 
slightest attempt to establish any claim, and three of these false claimants 
actiially complained to me that they had been ordered to claim the lands 
under threats of a fme of 20 11s. each, and applied for protection from my 
Court as tliey did not wish to do so. Tlie other claimants have all run 
away, 'and never came near me when I was in the IMofussil investigating 
the case. Mr Cockbiirn, the Assistant, who in J\Ir. Hampton^s absence 
acted for him, did not, I am bound to say, attempt to screen the factory 
people by any false witnesses or claims. He accompanied me over all the 
lands, and acknowledged tliat the oppression had been very great. 

4. In one village the llyots turned out and drove the factory peo- 
ple off the lands and beat them slightly, and are charged with having 
confined two Police Biirkundauzcs, This latter fact, however, I do not 
credit. The Burkundauzes were helping the Factory as the Police always 
do when deputed to keep the peace, and were in my opinion instigated 
to make this complaint by the Factory Amlah. However I believe that 
in the crowd they took the Burkundauzes off to the village and lct*them 
go again, their object being to induce them to give evidence on their 
side. I instructed the llyots that tliey might do what they liked with 
the crop, with the excei)tion of a small piece cjlaimcd by a man who says 
he has advances from the factory, but from the Mofussil investigation 
I am satisfied that this man has nothing whatever to do with the hinds. 
The case is now under investigation. The factory proceedings on this 
occasion will tend very much to reduce the factory sowings next year. 

5. As regards the extract of your letter to dfovcrnmerit, forwarded 
with the letter under reply, I beg to remark that, although in my opinion 
it is very objectionable that the Police and Criminal Courts should take 
cognizance of and have jurisdiction in mere mercantile transactions, such 
as enforcing the fulfilment of contracts to cultivate particular crops, yet 
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the Planters would be entitled to aakfor a more summary and satisfactory 
process than they hav'e at present if such a thing as a real hand 
fide contract to cultivate Indigo existed. 

6. From infoimation derived from Planters and Ryots of every Dis- 
trict^ regarding which I have had an opportunity of making inquirieSj 
I am perfectly satisded that contracts, i. e., engagements voluntarily 
entered into by both parties for the purpose of mutual benefit, are almost 
entirely iiiiknown. The manner in which the so-called contracts are 
made is as follows ; — - 

Tlie Blacksmith of each village furnishes the Planter with a list of 
every plough in the village. The owners of the ploughs are then sent for 
into the factory, and are informed that they will have to sow a certain 
amount of land, generally two bcegahs for each plough. This estimate 
being made, each men receives two Rupees per beegah advance, wliether 
willing or not j from this two annas are deducted, or in some eases sub- 
sequciiily charged to the Uyot\s Indigo accounts for stamps. The Ryot 
then signs Jiis name on stamped paper generally blank, and this is 
called a contract , No parthailar spot of land is mentioned even where 
the paper is filled ii]) ; it is generally considered i>referable by “ high 
I*lantcrs^^ that the jiapers should be kept entirely blank, so that when- 
ever the Ryot demurs to obey a factory order, he is brought to sub- 
mission by a threat of filling up his stamped papers as a heavy promis- 
sory note. I have heard this threat made use of more than once myself. 

7. The only men who ever go to the factories willingly for advances 
are those who go oi)cnly with the intention of defrauding either the 
Planter or the Ryot. These are the middlemen, generally prosperous 
Ryots who have a number of Jotedars under them. When in want of 
money for a law-suit or any other purpose they go to the Planter who 
gives aTargo advance, but this man never sows a cottah of Indigo himself; 
he makes all his Jotedars sow five cottahs or a beegah, and thus pro- 
duces the requisite quantity of plant, sends it all to the factory in his 
own name and takes the pi ice himself and never pays a farthing to the 
Jotedar who has actuaUy grown the plant. The Planter never oppresses 
these men, as they have too much influence, and they are the only men 
-who really ever make money from the factories, except the Amlah. 
In nearly every village in the Indigo-growing portion of this District 
one pucca house may be seen, the history of its owner will be nearly 
always found to be such as I have related above. There is another class 
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who come for advances. These are men of notoriously had cluivacler whose 
sole intention is to get money to defraud the factory. If the Planter 
chooses to give advances to such men, he must run the risk without 
expecting aid of the Police. The Agra Dank or any other coinmoreial 
house might as reasonably demand the assistance of tlie Police to 
recover money advanced without sufficient security. 

8. I should quite agree with the remarks contained in your letter 
to Government if these contracts were willingly entered into, but as I am 
perfectly convinced that they arc not, 1 think that the less summary the 
process to compel their fulfilment the better. If these contracts were 
willingly made by the llyots, the Planter would have little cause to liave 
recourse to any Court at all. 'I'he whole of the <irops in Bengal are 
grown under advances, yet we never hear of the Mahajuns complaining 
that the Ityot wont sow his Eice or Jute or Tobacco crop ; the reason 
is, that they sow their crop on what land they like, and sell it at the 
market price. Eyots have been known to get over 100 Rupees per 
beegah from their Tobacco crop this year. The average of an^Indigo crop 
is 2 per beegah, that is 10 bundles at 5 bundles for the Rupee ; at the 
very highest rale known the crop never exceeds 25 huiulles, which would 
give 5 Rupees, from which the advance, the price of seed and cultivation are 
to he deducted, for the price never varies ; there is no market price. The 
mere fact of the way in which the Ryofs deliver their plant when cut 
is sufficient to show the spirit in which it is sown. They never take it to 
the factory themselves. They (ait it and send it in, and make no inquiries 
about it. They are quite indifierent as to what amount has been credited 
to them. They know that if they have sent enough to pay their advances 
twice over, care will he taken to leave a balance in the favor of the fac- 
tory, so that there will bo a hold over them for the next year, The 
Planter’s sole object is not to recover his advances hut to prevent their 
recovery. 1 believe that there is scarcely a Ryot in Bengal who would 
not pay up his advances tomorrow if it would exempt him from "future 
cultivation of Indigo. 

0. If the Planter was to pay a fair price for his plant, and one that 
would remunerate the Ryot, there is no rcjison why he should be less 
willing to sow this than any other crop ; there is no crop that require^ 
so little care ; it requires neither irrigation nor manure. 

10. There are other reasons which render the cultivation of Indigo 
go unpopular, viz,, that the Ryot is constantly sent for to the factory 
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ro^iirdin^ his Indigo ; if he does not bribe the Ameens, his Indigo is 
re}>orted as diity. Twenty or thirty Coolies are then sent to weed it, 
and the expense is charged to the J^yot’s aeeount ; this is V(jry unsatis- 
factory fur the ityuts, but satisfactory for the rianter. It increases the 
Ryot’s debt, and is another link in his chains. 

11. Alt('r he has made the so-called contract, the Ameens come to 
mark his land and enter it in the ehitta. They of course cdioose the very 
best land the man possesses, and generally select one or two plots ma- 
nured foL' d’uhacco or else close to his house, to prevent which he has to 
pay the Ameeii a bribe ecpial to three or four times the value of the 
Ijidigo he will grow. Again although the Planter is generally the izaradar 
also, lu; never remits the rent of the land which is under cultivation for 
him, and he insists upon the Indigo land being changed every year, so 
1 hat the same crop may not he sown on the same land twice running. 
All this annoys and irritates the Ryots. 

12. If Planters want Indigo they must make up their minds to pay 
for it. There is no reason that 1 can discover why a Planter should 
not take a jiimraa of each plot* of land that ho recpiires. This would 
settle all disputes at once ; the expense would be no more than it is now, 
as a stamped ])aper is taken every year from the Ryots, but all such 
pottahs should be registered, and I think for Indigo contracts a lower 
rate of registration fee might be allowed, such as allowing the whole 
lauds of a village to he registered in one paper. The cost would be tri- 
lling, and the Ryot would not then deny that he had given the land 
and made a contract, but even then they would frecpiently have to make 
contracts under coercion ; the Planter being also the landlord has 
the Ryots so entirely in his hands. The real cause of the oppression 
in Indigo cultivation arises from this combination. Again the oppres- 
sion of the factory servants is beyond description. They are generally 
selected for their unscrupulous character : very frequently a troublesome 
educated Ryot opposes the factory merely that he may obtain employ* 
rnent by being brought over with an appointment at the factory. He 
then turns against the Ryots whom he first instigated to opposition. 
Many of them are retired or discharged Mooktears employed for their 
known powers of chicanery and getting up cases, teaching false witnesses, 
&c. They are all underpaid, and it is an understood thing that they are 
to collect what they can from the Ryots. One of the great causes of 
con\pkiint of the Charghat Ryots to Mr. Larmour was the gross oppres*. 
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fiion exercised by bis Naib in oollcciing illegal cesses from them under 
the head of parlmnny, Mr. Larmour refused altogether to entertain 
such complaints, as it was an established custom \ in fact, if the Ryots 
did not pay the servants the factory would have to do so. 

13. In Messrs. Watson^s establishment it used to be and I believe is 
still the custom only to pay servants’ wages on the average of the crop ; 
thus if the Indigo crop averaged six bundles per bcegah they received 
six months’ pay ; eight bundles, eight months’ &c. As the crop rarely 
exceeds ten bundles, the men scarcely ever receive a year’s pay : they of 
course make the Ryots pay the difference. But perhaps the principal cause 
of disputes regarding sowing is the total inaccessibility of the Planter to 
the Ryot. In the greater number of the Factories of Bengal the Ryots 
can never go and complain to the Planter of the oppression of his subor- 
dinates. Every complaint comes tlirougb the Amlah, and the Planter is 
guidc'd entirely by the Amlahs’ report. The Planters are in the habit of 
expatiating of their superior knowledge of Ihe^condilion and sentiments 
of the Bcngallees from being so constantly in eommunication with them, 
but an inquiry would prove that, so far from this being the case, there 
is no class in India so inaccessible to their own Ryots as the Planters. 

14. In fact the Ryots dare not go to a factory unless protected by 
a letter from the Magistrate. Ryots frequently come to me and 
ask for a letter stating their cause of complaint, that tluy may thus get 
an interview with the Planter. Both in the Charghat case and the 
Morukporc case alluded to above, before the dispute oecurred, some of 
the principal Ryots came in each case and asked for letters to Messrs. 
Larmour and Hampton, lii the lirst case they went to iVIulnath^ and Mr. 
Larmour would not sec them although they had actually come to oiler to 
sow Indigo for him ; all he said was let tlic Ryots go home as soimj of 
the liyots afterwards said to me ‘rifho liad only abused us, it would 
have been something.” Mr. Hampton also believed his Naib’s stakunent 
that the men I sent were turbulent characters, and instead of settling the 
dispute and sowing liis Indigo quietly, be was led into the forcible sowing 
already reported. When l^was at Chargliat, on the border of Nuddea 
District, a number of Ryots came to me and asked me to represent their 
case to the Magistrate of Nuddoa. On asking them why they did not gQ 
into Nuddea or to Mr. Larmour, they said that they could not speak to 
Mr. Larmour If they went to him, and that the whole District belonged 
to him, and they could not get to Nuddea without being stopped and 
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brought back by the factory servants. Of the merits of their cases I 
know nothing, as it was no part of my duty to inquire. 

15. I think the present Laws are ample protection for the present 
system of cultivation, which deserves no protection,. The reason why 
the Planters have not recourse to the Civil Courts is that they have 
no proofs and no written bofut fide contracts. The Baraset Concern 
professes to have advances duo for many thousand Rd|^ees, but they have 
no proof whatever in support of their claim. They have no one to blame 
but tliemsclves that their accounts and settlements have been conducted 
in such a slovenly way. It appears to me outrageous that they should 
look to the Police to recover balances which they are unable to substan- 
tiate in a Court of justice, and it must be remembered that the present 
balances are all founded on these old arrears and their interest. On the 
,^sale of a factory these advances are not, I imagine, paid -for by the new 
purchaser; he therefore has no claim on them. A very small portion of 
these balances of old advances are actual money paid by the factory : 
the)' arise from tlic system of making up accounts. 

10. The Planters in general will, 1 believe, admit the hardship of the 
present system as regards the cultivator, and acknowl(‘.dge that if a 
remunerative price were paid the Ryots would willingly sow Indigo 
as they do other crops on advance received from the Native Mahajuns. 
But they argue that if we w^ere to pay a higher price, the Indigo 
would not pay, and if we did not give advances w^e should have no hold 
over the Ryot, and he would take his plant into tlie market and com- 
petition would then raise the price to such an extent as would prevent 
the manufacture of Indigo being carried on.’^ This is an evil that 
would in my opinion cure itself, for the Planter would not give a pice 
that would not remunerate him. The rise in price would therefore have a 
limit. But whether it pays or not appears to me a matter of secondary 
consideration. Government cannot be expected to^ keep up a system 
of forced cultivation, and a forced market, to make^he fortunes of a^ew 
hundred Europeans at the expense of millions of Natives. The question 
appears to refeolve itself into this. Which is gf the most importance, that 
a certain quantity of a particular blue dye should be annually exported, 
or that a great and daily increasing cause of discontent and misery to 
the whole agricultural population -of Bengal should be removed? That 
this discontent is increasing, and is the constant topic of conversation 
amongst every class of Natives, cannot be denied by those who have 
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an opportunity of judging of the real feelings of the Natives; and I 
believe that this feeling has been very much enhanced by an idea that 
the Government is determined to uphold the Planter against the Ryot ; 
and I think that there is cause to view with considerable alarm the 
enactment of any measure which will encourage the belief that the 
Planter will be invited with more summary powers. If there is any 
difliculty in sowing^indigo in this country in a fair, honest, and legal 
way, it will be surely l^etter that the cultivation of Indigo should be 
loft for Africa and otlier countries, where it can be produced without 
oppressing the people ; there is an ample field for speculators and capi- 
talists to invest their money in otlier products in this country which 
would mutually benefit them and the cultivators. 

17. I epute think that some change in tJie Law is requisite, although^ 
I douljt whether it should be under present circumstances in favor of 
the Planter ; at present, as I pointed out in my report of the 17th May 
1858, the Magistrate is frequently placed in the awkward position of 
having to carry out the instructions of his executive superior by 
ignoring the rulings of his judicial su^Wior. 

18. In the case of Deputy Magistrate Ahdool Luteef, he endeavoured 
to protect some Ryots from having their lands forcibly sown by Mr. 
Larmour. ]\Ir. Hope was directed to re- invest! gate, and reprimanded 
Moulvl Abdool Luteef and punished the Ryots. ]\Ir. Hope’s decision 
was approved by Government, but upset, with severe animadversion, by 
the Judge. 

10. You directed me, in the Charghat case, ^^to insirnct the Ryots 
authoritatively that they should fulfil their obligations whatever they 
may be, and those who fail to do so will take the consequences,” which* 
consequences, as far as my Court was concerned, were nil. My direct 
interference, therefore, could only be construed into an illegal attempt on 
the part of the Police assist the Planter against the Ryot. By the 
Constructions 885, 661, the Nizainut Adawlut ruled that a Planter had no 
right to demand the assistance of the Police for the purpose of compel- 
ling the Ryots to fulfil their contracts, and that their only remedy is in 
the Civil Court, and that the Magistrate cannot interfere in such cases.” 
The only order which a Magistrate can give is to depute the Police to 
keep the peace, which may mean anything or nothing. Take for instance 
a case in which a Ryot wants to sow his Rice on a particular plot of land 
in which the Planter wants to sow Indigo ; the Darogah*may keep the 
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peace by letting the Planter sow, ami keeping the Ryots quiet, or letting 
the Ryots sow and driving away the Planter's men, or preventing cither 
party from sowing, and thus virtually attaching the land. Whichever he 
does, one party is sure to be dissatisfied, and there can be no doubt that 
the Ryot is the only party who really has a claim on the land, lie may 
have contracted, either willingly or under compiil^pn, to sow a certain 
([uantity of land for the Planter, but what land is no*pecitied in the con- 
tract; the Planter may have selected this particular plot of land after the 
contract was made, and put his mark upon it, hut he has no legal right to 
do so. Yet if the Darogah was to prevent him sowing, he would never 
hear the end of it. 

20. A case under point is now before me. The Darogah of Ilobrah 
was deputed hy me to keep the peace between Mr. Hampton and 
^'tbe Ryots. Mr. Ilampton^s men came with some 200 ploughs, and 
ploughed up the Rice crop and sowed Indigo. The Darogah stood and* 
looked on. On my going out and seeing the stale of the case, and 
that these lands belonged to men who had nothing to do with the 
factory, I reprimanded the Darogah for allowing them to be sown. lie 
said, what could 1 do ? I was ordered to kee]) the peace, not to 
impiire into the right of the factory to sow. 1 could keep the peace by 
keeping the Ryots quiet, hut not by stopping the factory people ; they 
threateiKid to sue me for every hour’s delay in sowing the seed. I suspect- 
ed they had no right to sow, but had no order to stop them if I thought 
they were acting illegally. I did not punish him, for I saw what a difii- 
cult position he was in, and I am aware that if he had stopped the sow- 
ing, the factory people would not have rested till they had ruined him. 

* 21. Mr. Larmour complained to yon that I had caused all his Ryots 

to refuse to sow, hy saying that it was optional with them to sow or not, 
as they liked. You a])pearcd to thiuk that I had acted wrongly if I had 
done ^so. I never did do this, as I explained to yoi# • But what can be said 
of a systein, the consequence of which is that such an expression should 
be lible to stop the cultivation of a particular crop. I am aware that if 
I w^as to express such an opinion to the Ryots, it would tend to put a 
stop to the cultivation of Indigo. But it would take a great deal of 
positive force to dissuadoThem from sowing a cottah less. Tobacco, Jute, 
or Rice, than they Intended. 

22. An honest determined Committee of Inquiry would soon show 
that all I have stated is true, provided that a guarantee was given to the 
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tulii valors lliat measures would be iakeu to protect them for the future, 
otherwise they would only injure tliemselves by statini);: the truth, and 
would conceal their real condition through fear of the consecpionees. 

You will excuse me if you consider that I have said more tlian is 
befitting an Odicer holding the subordinate office that I do, but I think it 
is the duty of every man to give his opinion fully on so important a subject, 
even althougli it n% be opposed to the expressed opinion of his supe- 
riors. 

P. S , — Another reason suggests itself to me, why the Criminal Court 
should neither adjudicate summarily in questions of contracts to sow In- 
digo nor compel their enforcement. 

Even supposing such contracts to be voluntary engagements, their 
non-fultilment would not necessarily imply fraud. The Ilyot might have 
taken the advance with the distinct iuteiiliou of sowing the amount of 
Indigo he engaged for, but by oppression of bis Zemindar, or loss of his 
cattle or oilier misfortune, be unable to carry out bis inteniiou without 
the slightest mala jldcn. It would be very unfair that lie should he 
treated as a Criminal, and it would become a mere question of adjudica- 
tion as to what amount of the advance and what interest lie should return. 

This, I ap])rehend, would only be decided as a Civil suit, and as such 
ohjeetions would in all probability be raised in every ease oi' non-fulfil- 
ment of contracts, the Magistrate’s Office would be converted into a Civil 
Court to adjust a question of damages. 


From E. 0, MonoKY, Esq., Magistrate of Jessoro, to the Oomnussloner of the 
Nuddea Division, — (jYo. 121', dated the 29th July 1858.) 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter No. ilO, dated the 17th of May, calling 
for a report on the disturbances connected with the sowing of Indigo 
during the past two seasons, I have the honor to forward a statement for 
the two years ending May 1858, similar to tlie one I submitted in 

There have been three affrays in which parties were said to have been 
killed, in one of which only the fact of murder was established satisfac- 
torily. There liave been others of a less serious nature. 

I have generally found that whore there has been systematic and 
Active resistance by combination to the sowing of Indigo, it has been 
excited by some influential party, or by some reasons apart from the general 
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dislike to the cultivation of Indigo. This I ascribe to the fact of its 
being the weak point with the Plantcvj and consequently the one assailed 
with the best chance of doing injury and with the least chance of 
being injured. I would certainly recommend the enactment of a Law to 
allow the Planter to enforce the fulfilment of his contract by summary 
process. If the process of allowing the Planter /limself to enforce his 
right to sow, as recommended in the 15tli paragraph of your report to 
Government, is adopted, the abuse of it would require to be guarded 
against by very strict rules as to the contracts that would be recognized 
in the Court to which the Ryot would have the option of appealing, 
Mr. Beaufort, I recollect, when Joint Magistrate of Pubna, wrote a Note 
on the subject of contracts for Indigo at the request of the Lieutenant- 
Governor, I have not been able to find this Note for reference, but I 
recollect that it contained some valuable suggestions, and it will doubt- 
less ex.ist in your Office. 
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ti'rom Lord II. V. Browot, Uiulor-Sceretary to tlie Government of Bengal, 
to .1. (^>CKBDRN, E«(^., Deputy Magistrate, attached to the Dacoity 
J)o[)artiaent, Moorshedahad, — (No. 7243, dated the 17th December 
1859.) 

Sill, 

Tills Liouteiiant-Govmior having been informed that you were 
for several years emi>loyed as an Tndig-o Pluiiier in this eonntr^, has 
desired me to recpiest tliat you will favor him with your opinion, formed 
from your expcriene(‘,, of tlic present system of Indigo cultivation, giving 
any informiiiiou and mentioning any facts illustrative of that system 
which may be within your knowledge. 


From J. Cock HORN, Esq., Daeoity Deputy Magistrate, in charge of the 
Jessore Otlu*e, to Lord 11. U. Brownm, Dndtn'-Secretary to the Govern* 
inoiii of Bengal, — (dated the 31st Deccuiher 1S59.) 

My Lord, 

I HAVE tlie honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 7243, dated the 17tli instant (received on tlio 24th), requesting me 
to state, for the information of Ilis Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, my 
opinion, formed from experience, of the present system of Indigo culti-^ 
vation, and to mention any facts illustrative of the system which may be 
within my knowledge. 

In reply I beg to state that 1 have ever considered the present system 
a great mistake, but a mistake which, if any endeavour were made to 
rectify, would, I think, bring certain ruin on most Planters at the time, 
however well it may thereafter answer. 
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My experience has hcen derived from the system pursued in the Dis- 
trict of Baraset, and tlie Kishiiaghur factories bordering’ on it. 1 Ijclieve 
there is less of what is called zooloom^’ there than any wliore else, for 
the llyois arc proverbially more independent about those parts than in 
any other })art of Beno*ab 

lliere are two entirely different systems pursued in lllabid^ and 

Bay lllukii^^ vlllai^es^ in makinp^ advances for the cultivation of lndig ‘0 
plant. In the latter generally it is a matter of choice ; in tlie former it 
is compulsoiy. In a Bay lllaka’’ village, or a few villages of the kind 
j||itirely surrounded by the Planter’s Illaka” ones, or if the Zemindar 
were friendly to the Planter, of course choice would be out of the ([ues- 
tion, 1)ut a villajge or villag(\s quite distinct and at some distance Irom 
the Planter’s lllaka,” and the Zemindar of which favored Ills Byots, 
it would be impossible for the Planter to force advances on them, or 
even if they held former advaiuics (which is often the ease), to get them 
to settle their accounts. The most miserable and destitute of these mvii 
are those who come into the Factoricis when in distress and bog for 
advances, fully resolved, when the time for sowing came, to evade any 
contract tiny may make (and in this they would to a cin’tainty he hacked 
up by the Zemindar). The Planter is fully aware of this, but his great 
object being to show an increasing cultivation on the books of Ibe Fac- 
tory, thereby increasing its value, ho makes tlie advance trusting to his 
luck at some future time to prove in the Courts tliat liis advance was 
taken voluntarily, and the contract entered into unfulillled; and if an 
order can be procured from the Magistrate of the District to compel the 
liyot to sow, or a Darogah is sent out to prevent a breach of the iicaee 
while the Planter is sowing his own lands (which is much the same 
thing), why, the lands of the Ryots who took advances are not only 
sown, hut adjoining lands belonging to otlier “ Bay lllaka” Ityots, who 
have never had advances, are at the same lime hnished otf, the Dai’ogah 
being present the whole time and ready to report tliat no zooloorn’^ 
was committed in his prcsepce ! These Ry^ts, whose lands have thus 
been forcibly sown, seeing they have no help for it, come in afterwards 
and take the usual advance of 2 Rupees per beegah, thinking it just as 
well to get something for their lands at once, for they know fidl weli 
that if they waited till the time of cutting and manufacturing it is 
very little plant they would be credited with. This is the way culti- 
vation originates generally in Bay lllaka villages. 
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There is another way also, which is this, and is common about the 
lar^e concerns in Kishnaghur and Jcssorc. 

If a few Bay lllaka’^ Ilyots with small and unprofitable jummas 
can be persuaded to sell them to the Planter, he will pay them ten 
times the value of the jumma, as his object is only to get a footing 
at first in the village. As soon as he is in possession, he will sow the 
lands (which are intermixed with those ot the other Ilyots) with Indigo. 
This plant will be most carefully watched by his servants, four times as 
many servants being often allowed for the protection of these lands 
than would be allowed for the same amount of land in any other pa|| 
of the concern, the object being to seize all cattle that may be found 
trespassing on or near the lands, and bring them into the Factory ; this 
will necessarily bring in the owners of the cattle, who arc willing 
enough to pay any fine the Planter may impose for damage done his 
plant, but this is not what he (Planter) wants. The cattle are not released 
till the Ilyots knowing full well what is required at last agree to sow a 
few bcegahs of Indigo, but without taking advances : this is agreed to and 
the cattle released (or perhaps they may be confined till the lands are 
sown). Tliis being done they are for the future Factory Uyols, for 
at the end of the year whatever the produce of the lands may be, still 
the Ilyots will find that they owe the Factory something upon wliich an 
account is at once opened, and they and their successors booked for ever. 
It does not require a particularly sharp Mohurir to manufacture such an 
account. 

In an Illaku^^ village it Is quite a different thing ; the method there 
adopted is summary and refreshing. 

Immediately a Planter gets the izara of a village, his principal 
object is to ascertain how’' many ploughs it contains (two beegahs to a 
plough being the lowest allowance). Of course, if he sent his servants 
#<tm house to house to ascertain how many ploughs each Eyot possessed, 
his returns would bo decidedly erroneous and much below the correct 
number, for the ploughs woidd be concealed at the bottoms of tanks, or 
seat /^way to some adjacent ^*Bay Illaka” village, or disposed of in some 
|||her way till the inquiry ceased ; then at the time of ploughing and 
lowing, when they would be reproduced, a few annas judiciously applied 
would blind the Factory servants more effectually. The Planter knowing 
this adopts a certain and satisfactory means of obtaining the informa- 
tion he requires by at once seizing and bringing into the Factory the 
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village Blacksmith. He of course has had (he making and repairing of 
every ploughshare in the village, is paid annually a <*-evtain sum h}' cacih 
Kyot (in money or grain) for every plough in use throughout the year, 
and can tell exactly how many oaeli man has. 

Another person sent in for at the same time is the village Barker, 
but this is merely to hind him down to report ilic marriages wliich 
occur in the village, as on (he marriage of a girl the Izzadar gets a 
nuzzer called BiUee Salamec’^ of 3 llupces, and on that of a hoy 
1 Rupee ; however this has nothing to do with the cultivation of ludign 
giant, and is exacted by all Zemindars. 

The information relative to the ploughs being obtained, the Ryots arc 
sent in for and “an advance of 2 llu])oes per bcegah, at the rate of 
two heegahs, (and sometimes six ])cegahs) pei* ])lough is made them ; 
their signature (if they can write, il not they simply touch the ])on) 
is taken to a blank Stamp Pa])er, the value of* wliieh (2 or 4 annas, as the 
case maybe) is added to the amount advanced (1 mean to their account.) 
The Xmeens and Kalashces then go to the hekls, and ])ut, the Baelory 
mark on the best lands (unless bribed), which may have ])oeii reserved and 
manured for months for the cnltivatiou of a remunerative crop, an<l 
certainly not Indigo, which cannot pay, as I shall show. 

The lly^ gets a nominal advance of 2 Rujm^os ]>{u- hcogah. 1 say 
nominal, because, after he has made the usual present to the Amlah, &c., 
there is very little of the 2 Rupees left; but say he gets In's 2 Rupees, at 
the end of a good season his account per bcegah would stand so : — 

A beogah of the very best plant, 20 l>undl(‘S, at 5 

bundles for the Rupee ... Rs. 1 0 0 

Deduct expenses incurred by Ryot in euyivatiiig that 
same beegah — 

Stamp Paper 

1. Seed 

2. I'ivc Ploughs ... 

3. Sowing charges 
Weeding ditto... 

4. Cutting ditto ... 

5. Rent of Land .. . 

3 3 0 

0 13 0 
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0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 3 0 

0 0 0 

0 4 0 

1 0 0 


C. Balance in favour of Ryot... 
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1. Whatever the pilee <>I seed may the Ryot is always charged 
at the rate of 10 annas per heegab, 

2. Lands that have grown a previous erop^ and are consequently 
])artially hruhen up^ rc(pure to be ])loughed at least live times before 
b(‘lng sown. Ploughs are generally hired at the rate of eight for the 
Rupee. 

Jh This is the cost of one plough required at the time of sowing, pre- 
\io\is to the seed being thrown into the ground, as also the cost of a 
haUtor or bamljoo ladder, which is drawn over (lie land by bullocks after 
il has sown, and ilie cost of the hire of which is one anna. 

4. It requires tliree laborers to cut a beegah of good ])laTit in one 
day ; this (if tlie Ryot is unwilling to do it himself) is a(‘complishcd by 
Ihe Factory Coolies, who are paid at the rate of 2-8 a month each. 

5. This is supposing the rent of the land to be 1-8 per annum. The 
first sis months of the Bengalee year (that is from Bysack to Assin) are 
supposed to yield the most profitable crop to the Ryot (this is tlio season 
for Indigo), and the Zemindar iiivarialdy receives two-thirds of the an- 
imal rent for that period. If a Ryot rented a beegah of land, the rent of 
whieh was 1-8 per annum, for only the latter six months of the year, ho 
would jiay the Zemindar only eight annas, the crops raised in those six 
months being considered far less valuable than tliosc capalfic of being 
raised in the previous six months. 

C). it must not however he supposed for a moment that the Ryot re- 
<*eivcs these thirteen annas! Having been paid four Rupees for bis 
])lant, the Aml.ah are entitled to two annas on each Rupee, which re- 
duces his profits to five annas, and from this lie has still to fee the Ameen, 
Kalaslic(‘, &e. 

The amount of the original advance is never deducted from the value 
of tho plant, if by so doing it releases the Ryot from his liability to the 
but the value of plant is. paid bim in full and the original 
advance still stands against him on the Factory books. 

Every Planter on the above aceouni being shown him, would select 
different item to object to. One would say I never charge a picc 
for weeding, because I never have it done. I grant some lands, espe- 
cially about Kisbnaglmr, donT require weeding — the land is so favorable 
to the growth of Indigo that, in spite of grass, &c., it grows luxuriantly; 
but if they deduct the amount staied by me (C annas), they should 
bo asked -to stale wbut tho Ryot is charged for the carriage of Indigo 
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plant to the vats. This is paid by some Fa(^ories, l)ut in many the 
Ryot has to pay for the conveyance of his plant. Again, on those lands: 
where weeding is not necessary^ the Ryot loses quite as much or more 
than would have been debited him for weeding oxpensesj from the loss 
sustained in rent ; for lauds on which weeds and grass are not’ Ibum! 
must have undergone great cultivation, are superior lands and rented 
accordingly. 

I may here add, that in Factories not situated on rivers or lakes, aiic 
to the vats of which plant cannot be conveyed but by carts and bullocks 
the Ryots are even greater sufferers than where water carriage is avail- 
able, for this reason that, dining ilic manufacturing season IMofiissil 
roads (where there are such things) arc in a fearful coudllion, and the 
damage done their carts and bullocks is very considerable, ^Fluy are 
paid at the rate of five Rupees per 10(' bundles ; and when one comes to 
think that a cart cannot possibly bring in more than four bundles at a 
time, which, by Factory measurement, come to two or two-and-a-ball' 
bundles, and that a bullock never brings in more than tbree-lburtlis of a 
bundle at a time, and that perliaps the plant is being brought in from 
lands two or three miles distant from the vats, and from which more than 
two loads cannot possibly be brought in in a day, profit is a thing not 
even to be hinted at. 

Another Planter will say that a beogah of good plant will yield from 
twenty-five to thirty bundles ; but they would lind it difUcult to show by 
their books that a Ryot was ever credited with that amount of bundles 
to the beegah. During the whole period of my experience 1 never saw 
a beegah yield al)Ovc twenty buiuUes, and that very seldom. 

An average of ten bundles to ilic beegah is tlionglit a first-ralo 
season; the general average In most good coueerns is eight bundles. 

When plant is sufReiently high to calculate the probable amount of 
bundles each beegah will cut, an average statement, called a Coot^ is 
made, in which the lands are divided into first, second, third, and fourth 
(piality. 

The Gooi of a thousand (1,000) beegahs of good plant would stand 
so 

Coot^^ of 1,000 beegahs of good PlanL 

First quality lands, which are expected to yield 20 

bundles per beegah 250 beegahs 
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Soeoinl (quality aiv expected to yield li 

bundles per bcogah ... ... ... ... JJOO bcegahs. 

Third qualily lands^ wliich are expected to yield 7 

bundles per beegah ... ... ... ... 250 „ 

Fourth quality laiids^ which are expected to yield ii 

bundles per beogah ... .. ... ... 50 „ 


Total ... 850 l)eeg«ihs. 


The other 150 bcogahs would have nothing fit to calculator and would 
be entered as Loohan, or loss. 

1 should mention, however, that the books of my own late Factorit'S 
would show a liyot who held an advance of 10 beegahs credited with 
too bundles in one season ! Bui then that Ryot was also the Gomashta 
of the Factory, and cut every other Ryot a few bundles, which ho added 
to his own aecouiii. The Gomashtas and their relatives (if Ryots) 
make of course a jwotit. No Ryot, I am certain (by honest means), yet 
made a profit by cnliivating Indigo under the present system. 

Some Planter may to confound me and confute the above statement 
request Govornmeut to de])ufe one of their servants to the concern 
nearest Caleuiln, viz, Baraset. Here it is true that in nearly every 
village he will show a pucla up}>er-roonied house, surrounded with 

Golas,^^ and every oilier sign of afilucncc, belonging to the headman ot 
the village, and that same headman \vill allow that he made all his 
wealth by the cultivation of Indigo ; but then the question is how P 
His word must be taken for it ; he has no books or accounts to support 
his statement beyond those of the Factory, which are so much wfiste 
paper so fill as the actual truth is concerned. Call on any Mohiirir of 
any Factory to swear to the truth of any such account written by him^ 
and he is certain to raise an objection. 

The way these headmen have made their money is this. They hold 
an extensive jumma in the village, which they let out in small portions 
t;o the poorer Ryots, who consequently become their Jotedars.^^ 

At the time the advances are being made at the Factory, this headman 
goes in and says, I will get you sown 1 00 beegalls in my village f such 
uud such XI Ryot will sow so much, another so much, and so on. The 
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advances arc written off in the names of those Eyots^ and the headman 
receives the money ! When he gets back to his village he sends in for 
his Jrjfcdany^ informs them that each man is to sow a certain quantity 
of Indigo A>r h'nu, and perhaps, if in a particularly generons mood, he 
lets one off an old debt of a few scevs of paddy (for he is their ]\rahajuii 
also), or gives aiiotlier 8 annas, and so on. The lands arc sown, and the 
plant when cut and taken into the Factory is accompanied by the liead- 
ma^lwdio dictates to the (or Alohurir, Avho writes 

the plant account) what number of bundles bo is to credit each man 
Vvltb, and what nnuduT birnself (bcadman). This is the only way in 
wliich the cidtivatioji of Indigo pays the Kyot. 

The most conviinang ytroof that Indigo honestly cultivjilod is an 
unprofitable crop, and that tiu' expenditure is by no means covered by 
the returns, is evident from the fa»Ji that mos^ eoneerns have altogether 
diseonti lined or eonsiderably reduced tlu'ir Neercibad sowings. I mean the 
INeezabud that recpiires ac'tual cultivation, not (duirs ! 


Rk. 


AYherc it is still carried on, the cost per 1>cegah {(wtinsice of ground 

rent and price of seed) is never under 3-1^, 
VI (Ji* imirgin. 

I have put weeding down at 0 annas 
per Ix’cgali hcr(‘, as also in a former part 
of this letter ; but 1 donT; mean to say 
ihai is wlial: it really costs. It depends on (be description of land, and 
may cost labor c(|ui valent io ^ Rupees p<‘r bec'gali ; but 0 annas is the 
average of what a Ryot generally gets in procure extra liands and get 
lus lands cleared rapidly ; his own labor is in no e:i .e considered. 


First “ CopaiiPe’* 
Sf'oornl ditto 
4 linuil;li» 
Sowinf^ o\aicus('s 

Cutting 


I 4 
0 10 
0 8 
0 a 
0 0 
0 d. 


The books of some Factories may show a profitable Neez account, 
in fiict they generally do, but they are never to 1)3 desponded upon, tlie 
object of the Amlah being to show that this cultivation pays, fo» this 
reason that, in consequence, a deal of money passes through their hands, 
the dishonest expenditure of which cannot easily lie perceived ; they 
consequently screw the Ryots, and add a few of their Iniiulles to the 
Ncez account, showing thereby each beegah to have cut some extra- 
ordinary number of bundles. Besides, Neez bniKllos arc measured fairly,* 
that is, tlie measuring cjiain is put over the middle of the plant, whereas 
Byotty plant is invariably measured with the stocks protruding on 
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each side of the bundle, the soft or leaf part of the plant being in the 
centre, over which tlic chain being passed with the whole strength of 
one of the strongest of the Factory servants, the leaves and soft branches 
are compressed, and what with fair measurement would be two bundles, 
or a bundle -and-a-half, or perhaps more, is put down at one bundle 1 

I believe, however, I have far exceeded the limits it was intended 
that I should have confined myself to. I beg to apologize for having 
done so, but cannot conclude without saying this, that the Ilyot^f a 
European Indigo Planter are far better situated than those of a Native 
Zemindar who works his own Factories. These latter never receive 
a pice of advances, are never paid cither the value of their plant or the 
amount expended in conveying it to the Factory. The only expense to 
the Zemindar is the price of seed (and a few of them keep a Manager, 
whom of course they must pay) ; beyond this, and the cost of packing 
and conveying to Calcutta, I don’t believe they expend a single pice ! 
This I have witnessed with my own eyes, for I was surrounded by 
Native Factories, and saw for years the system they were carried on 
under. 

Again, most European Planters listen to the complaints of their Ryots ; 
and if they don’t alford them redress, still the Bengal Ryot is generally 
quite sattsfjcd if he can only get at his Moiieeh^^ and relate his 
grievances in his loudest voice. He can then go hack to his village and 
brag about the friendly way he was treated, and this no doubt keeps the 
lower Factory servants somewhat in check. But it is next to impossible 
for the Ryot of a Native Zemindar to get to him. In the first place he 
generally resides miles away, or in quite a different District from his 
Factories, and an ordinary Ryot cannot afford the time the journey there 
and back would occupy ; besides no Ryot would attempt to face his Zemin- 
dar without a Rupee in his hand as a Niizzitr, If ho was fool enough 
to present himself without this necessary article, the result would un- 
doubtedly be a shoe-beating and a summary ejection; in fact, it would be 
next to impossible for him to get to his Zemindar without previously 
feeing the Amlah, and showing them that he had the necessary 
Nuzzur about him. And most Ryots cannot afford this expensive 
style of visiting. 

Whatever Acts may be passed for the protection of the Bengal Ryot 
will only affect the most blameless of Planters, and those in whose 
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concerns there is the least zooloom.” I allude to those Planters who 
have no zemindary, &c.^ and who are consequently ohli<^ed to be more 
just and conceding in their dealings with their Ryots. Those on the 
contrary, who have zemindary, &c., will laugh at any Laws that may aim 
at a reform in the present system, not that they would openly resist 
them, but that the Law could never be brought to bear upon them, for 
this simple reason, that no llyot of theirs would dare to put himself 
unda* its protection, while his jumma, and in fact all he possessed in 
this world, were in the hands of the Planter. 



No. XI. 


J 

rciiiion of Sjieemtjnt iroLOAn and otliors, inhabitants of Collinga, Thannah 
llaiulrab, Zillali 'N’udtlea, to tlie Ilon’blo the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal, — (dated the 12ili August 1850.) 

Most IIumi^ly Siiowi'rrir, 

That your Honor’s petitioners most Immbiy beg leave to 
present to your Honor that Eshiirc Chunder Mitter, Goinashta ofMr.^ 
William White, sou of John White,^of Bansbarria Indigo* Factoiy, 
accompanied with tliirty or thirty-two lattials, shurkecwallahs, together 
with hackeries, attacked their li{)uscs on 20 th April and plundered the 
ornaments of gold and silver incliuling tlie plates made of brass and 
belbmclal and in cash, as also the paddjj, mustard seed, linseed, gram, 
wheat, cores and calves, &c., and drove the owners (your petitioners) 
together with their families. 

Your Honor’s petitioners, after having informed this catastrophe at 
Thannah, laid their complaint before the Magistrate. The Magistrate 
referred this suit to Mr. Howell, the l)t*puty jMagistrate, who, after 
taking their respective complaints and witnesses, summoned the defen- 
dants by summon, and went to make a personal and local inquiry. After 
tlie local inquiry he told both the plaintiffs and defendants to decide the 
dispute or complaint by arbitrators. Both the plaintKfs and delciidauts 
c-mseuted to it, and the case is not yet decided by the arbitrators. 

The servants of the Indigo Planter has driven your Honor’s petitioners 
from their houses, and has plundered their Estates amounted to six or 
seven thousand Rupees, and the suit that was instituted for these is still 
pending on. It has costed your Honor’s petitioners many Rupees for 
the brick-built houses ; they have their paternal Jammy lands and trades ; 
they have to get upwards of twenty or twenty-five thousand Rupees 
from their debtors, and liow they can leave these estates and retire to a 
different place ? 

Owing to their misfortunes the Criminal Judgv.^ not ever 

attempted to check the aggressions of the Indigo Planter, who is oppress- 
ing the Ryots of Gobindpore, and has undone the Biswas jfiimily of 
Poraga^cha. 

It is not unknown to any one tliat the Indigo Planlers arc rich, 
violent, and cruel men. 
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Your Honoris most humble petitioners most humbly pray that an 
order from your Honor should be issued to the Sessions Judge or the 
(Commissioner of Circuit, or even at least to Baboo Dwarkanaulh Dey, 
the Deputy Magistrate, to investigate the case, and thereby ibe op])res- 
sious of Mr, AVhite would bo discovered, and by moans of wbich your 
petitioners would be aide to recover their losses and to go back to their 
respective houses. 

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 

Petition of OicuiL CirrNDEB Biswas, iiiha])itant of Darlaporo, Thannah 
Melicrporo, Zillah Nuddea, to tlie Ilon’blc the Lieutenant-( Governor of 
Bengal, — (dated the 12tli August 1859.) 

Most Humbly Sitoavltii, 

That your Honor’s Petitioner was a servant of Mr. AYilliani 
AVhite, sou of John White, of Bansbairia Indigo Factory; in his 
ordering your Honor's petitioner to oppress the Byols both of his and 
others, your Honor's ])etiti(>ner refused to do it, coiisecpionlly Mr. While 
being mueh irritated discharged him from his situation; after tliat on 
the 21st April he deputed one Oniesh Churuler (Jhose, inha])ilant of 
Kistopore, witli seven or eight men (shurkee wallahs), who having 
arrested your Honor’s petliionor from the \illage of Joypoor and 
carried him away, your Honor's ]>etitioner’s nephew, Boc]>in Bchary 
Biswas, in order to release your Honor’s petitioner from their hands, 
laid complaint before the Magistrate on the 2Stli April ; proofs wore 
called upon fi’om him and referred the case to the De]nity Magistrate, 
IMr. Howell, who, after taking proofs, sent Perwannali to the lo(ail 
Poliee with orders to release your Honor’s petitioner ; on tliis the 
Mooktear of Mr. White sent the information to JMr. AAHlliam AYhitc, 
who and his servant, Omesl^^chunder IMookerjee, after consulting them- 
selves brought ten or twelve shurkecwallahs, who in the night-time 
having apprehended your Honor’s petitioner, carried him away \ythiii 
the limits of Mr. AYhite’s talooks, larAs, and putneo estate from village 
to village, giving nothing to eat but paddy. In this miserable state, 
on the night of the 28th May being rainy, he made his escape and 
applied before the Magistrate, and on his laying the comj)laint he refer- 
red the suit to Mr. Howell, the Deputy Magistrate, who took his depo-' 
sition on the 30th May and issued sulipceuas on the witnesses, namely, 
his four witnesses, who having appeared gave their depositions. Of 
the remaining Avitnesses, your Ilonoi’s petitioner repeatedly petitioned 
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to tlie Deputy Mngistrate that they should be summoued by the 
Darogiili of the Thannali, and also he verbally applied for the same 
repeatedly ; but tliat Oilicor instead of hearing his proposal now and 
then advised him for the sake of Mr, White to withdraw the case 
by a compromise. It is to bo lamented that Mr, Howell advises your 
Honor’s petitioner for compromise. Mr. Howell always dines with Mr. 
While of Bansbarria Factory and wnates letters to liirn frequently^ and 
on bis nut trying llic eases impartially, l)elonging to this factory, the 
o]>pressitni of that gentleman having hecn increased gradually, plundered 
at once tlu’cc or four villages and have ruined the innocent llyots of 
tlie village. 

As your Honor’s petitioner is a poor Ryot, and the Indigo Factors 
are powerful and rieli men and riotous, he therefore most humbly prays 
that his case be referred to the Deputy Magistrate, Dwarkanantli Dcy, 
or to tbc Sessions Judge, or to the Commissioner of Cireuit, for 
re-investigation and trial, that the Oflicers may summon his remaining 
witnesses through the Police Darogah, and to take their depositions hy 
him, by means of wliicb the defendants w^ould be punished and the 
amount of the loss of your petitioner might be recovered. 

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 

Petition of Rawcoowah Pjsw^as and others, iuhahitants of Oobind])ore, 
Thannah Haiihhkhiilly, Zillah Niidclea, to the Hon hie the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal, — (dated the 12lh August 1859. 

Most Humbly SiiowF/nr, 

That your Honor’s poor petitioners most hnmhly bog leave 
to represent their miserable situations before your Honor’s awful 

presence. 

That owing to the various kinds of oppressions made upon them by 
the Indigo Factors of this District, which if at full length are stated will 
be a very long representation, tlierefore it is briefly stated as follow^s, for 
your Honor’s favorable consideration and orders, that they may be able 
to inhabit in this country retaining their respects. 

That the son of Mr. John White, Mr. William White, of Bansbarria 
Indigo Factory, and Mr. Hampton, the Manager of Ilanshklially Indigo 
Factory, the latter having arrived in this country after having 
ruined the Ryots belonging to the Patkabanda and Ilobrah, &c., Indigo 
Factories, 
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Now liiiviiig* ciip^a,^etl to Mr. AVhiio he he^aii to oppress your 
Honor’s petitioners and olbers. 

Messrs. J, and W, White havinp^ taken from the Zemindars and 
Talookdars tlieir estates in farm and piitnce in an enhanced annual 
jumma and value; some of the Zemindars liave given the same hy their 
own will, hut who have not at first consented to give their estate to tliein. 
They hy means of instituting groundless suits against them in the Courts, 
and made them to expend much money, and having shown fears of dilior- 
eiit kinds, forcibly took possession of their estate ; afterwards on demand- 
ing the excess rents fromflie Ryots {yowr poor petitioners), not consent- 
ing to the same and refusing to pay the enhaniicd rent, and not taking 
the advances of Indigo plants, their houses are plundered, tlieir cattle, 
&c., are forcildy carried oQ*, and annoying them hy not allowing them to 
cultivate the lands, keep them in confinement in the Indigo cakegodowii, 
ami are in the habit of taking their lives. 

On tlujir prosecuting for the same to the Magistrate of the Zillah, 
who at first does not ascertain whether the prosecutors’ friends who are 
in confinement in the factory are still living or dead, but calling for 
proofs of his complaint. 

Your Honor’s poor petitioners being Ryots, and the defendants, 
Indigo Factors, rich and wealthy persons, who having held in farms and 
taking putnee of all tlic estates, every person resided tlierein are 
dependents and obedionts to tlic Factory gentlemen, they do not come 
to give the evidence in the Court for the fear of tlic Factory gentlerneuT 
yhoul'l any one dare to come before the Court for the purpose of giving 
his testimonies, flie said g(?nllemen punish and ruin them in the manner 
aho\ c described, consequently it is impossible to produce any witness in 
Court to prove the grievances. Now, the aforesaid gentlemen and 
Shomcnauth Gangolec, the Gomashta of Ilanshkhally Indigo Factory, 
liaving entered to advance your Honor’s petitioners by force, they refused to 
take the same. Being exceedingly irritated, and with a view of plundering 
llicir houses and properties sent some lattials and slmrkeewallahs iu 
their service, and carried off by plundering tlicir cattle, and both paddy 
for their supporting and seed paddy for sowing ; consequently for want of 
paddy and cattle they could not cultivate their lands for a year ; their 
families are dying for want of sustenance ; and that one Seetul Turufdar, 
au inhabitant of the village of Gobindpore, was carried off forcibly on 
the Dili Assin last, whether mm*dercd or kept in prison is uncertain* 
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For the release of that individual your Honoris petitioners have repeat- 
edly reported to the Police and petitioned to the Magistrate ; the Police 
Officers being satisfied with the pecuniary remuneration from the Factory 
gentlemen do not adopt necessary measures for the release of the man, 
and the Zilluh Criminal Authorities unfortunately do not pay any atten- 
tion to the complaint ; and secondly with the persuasion of ruining your 
Honor's petitioners, the Factory gentlemen falsely instituted suits for 
balance of rents either in self or hemnieCy but Mr. C. S. Belli, late Col- 
lector of this District, being an upright and impartial Judge, your peti- 
tioners have obtained redresses from those complaints. 

Your Honor's petitioners being exceedingly distressed for supplying 
the costs of the aforesaid suits, they could not support themselves and 
their families with ease for the present, and it is impossilfie for them to 
gaintho suits which are instituted against them by the wealthy Indigo 
merchant. 

A our Honor's petitioners most liumldy beg to solicit that in order to 
prevent the op])ressions of the aforesaid Indigo merchant (who, exclusive 
of his ruining the village of (1 obi i id pore, lias also ruined the Haidars of 
the village of Collinga and the Biswas family of Poragateha), an order may 
be issued upon the Sessions Judge of this District or the Commissioner of 
the Division, to relieve the aforesaid Seotul Turufdar from tlio confinement 
of Mr. AVliile’s jirison, and adopt such a measure that your Honor's peti- 
tioners are enabled to retain their respective abodes. 

And your ])etitioncrs, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 

Petition of Bam Copaul Biswas and others, Inhabitants of Poragatelia, 
Thannali llaiisliklially, 7/illali Nuddea, to the Ilon’blc the Lieutenant- 
Ciovornur of Bengal, — (dated ilio 12th August 1859.) 

Most Humbly Siiowetu, 

That your Honor's petitioners most humbly l)Cg leave to re- 
presclit to your Honor the oppression which William White, son of John 
White, of Bansbarria Indigo Factory, has exercised, and which he is now 
exercising, will be discovered as related below. 

At the time of Mr. Patrick Smith, the Shareholder and Manager of the 
Factory of Bansbarria, the uncle of mine (Ramgopaul Biswas) named 
Joynarain Biswas was Dewan of that Station for many years. A mis- 
understanding arose between William White and Patrick Smith j the 
jatter left his situation and went to a different place. After his departure 
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Mr. William White told your Honor’s petitioner’s unele that you possess 
great estates and therefore give me those things/’ but on the refusal 
of your Honor’s petitioner’s uncle he bought some paddy from him. 

Not long after this Mr. William White dismissed your Honor’s peti* 
tioner’s uncle from his situation, and began to dispossess Joynarain and 
his nephew Gopaul Biswas of their Jammy and rent-free lands, gardens, 
&c., and for the purpose of driving them from the village he collected 
four or live hundred lattials, sliurkce wallahs. To get rid of this impend- 
ing danger they petitioned before the Magistrate on the 2Gth and 27tli 
April and proved the same, yet the Magistrate out of his attachment to 
Mr. White dismissed the ease. 

On the 26th April the lattials of the above-mentioned Indigo Planter 
plundered your Honor’s petitioner’s relations, Uml)ica Churn’s, Ukhoy 
Churn Biswas’ and Nobin Chundor Shear’s houses. On tbeir laying 
complaint before the Magistrate, who appointed Naib Darogali of llan- 
drah to make a personal and local inquiry. 

During the staying of the Police Olficcr be cultivates the soil by bis 
own hired men, and enjoys the production of tlie soil as also the fruits r>f 
the mangoe and jack trees and tlie fishes of the pond. 

To remedy this calamity, your Honor’s petitioner, Ham Churn Biswas, 
pre^scn^cd a pclilloa to the JSlagistratc on the 23rd June, relating tlie 
whole aflairs ; the Magistrate, out of his attachment to Mr. Wliite, did 
not do anything to prevent the oppression. 

The above-mentioned Indigo Planter has deprived your Honor’s peti- 
lioncrs’ estate upwards of 1,00,000 llupecs, an oppression unexampled in 
the British Government. 

In the village your Honor’s petitioners escaped for some time from 
the assaults of Mr. White’s lattials. Your Honor’s petitioner, Umbica 
Churn Biswas, tlien petitioned on the 0th, 10th, 25th and 2Sth IMay, and 
removed his families and of some his estates into G carry. 

The above-mentioned causes enraged Mr. White, who plundered their 
paddy and dispossessed them of their trade, amounting to eighty or ninety 
tliousand Rupees, and even without letting them to enjoy the fruits of 
the mango and jack trees, &c., the fishes of the pond, or lotting them 
to cultivate their own land. Mr. William White has dispossessed them 
the greater part of the estates what their forefathers did by their labor, 
and has driven them off from the abodes of their ancestors, the petitioners 
do not dare to go to their mother village for fear of losing their lives. 
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The peliiioners tliorcTore hiimlily Leg to entreat your favor of 
nscertaiuing* the fact from the Native gciitleineii of the villages^ aiul to 
refer their grievaiuies lor trial eitlier to tlie SesKsion Judge the 
District or to the (Joininissioner of Circuit, and thereby the o])prcssioii 
done will be fully discoveied and llie perpetfalors of it will be punished, 
and also tliey solicit tliat an order for the realization of the amount of 
properties so plundered, and to replace them to the abodes of their 
forefathers. 

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 

Petition of Uaibica Ctichx Piswas, and others, Tuhabitants of Poragateha, 
Thannah Hanshkally, Zillah Niiddoa, to the Iton’hle the Ijcjutenant- 
Govenior of Bengal, — (dated the 121 li August 185D.) 

Most Humbly Siioavetie, 

That your Honor’s petitioners most liunibly beg leave to 
represent to your Honor that Umbiea Clmrn was in the situation of 
Judge Amcen, and Uklioye (,diunder wa,s Mohiirir in the enuployinenl of 
Mr. John AVhile, of Banshurria Indigo Paetory. Mr. Willlaiu Whit(‘, son 
3f the said Mr. John AVhlte, ordered yinir petitioners to otier violence and 
oppress the Ilyois of Gobindpore, and to ruin llieir liouses, but on your 
Honor’s jieiitioncrs expressing utmost dissatisfaction, lie dismissed them 
from their respective situations. Eniaged at this cenduet, i\Ir. William 
■While afterwards ordered Ilolodhur Ghose to plunder your Honor’s 
petitioners’ houses. Ilolodluir Gliose, accompanied wilb tliirty or 
thirty-two lattials, sliurkeowallahs and hackeries, attacked the liouses 
on the 20th April about 4 o’clock a. m., committed as a dacolly and 
plundered the ornaments of gold and silver, including the plates made of 
brass and bell-mctal, and in cash, as also paddy, mnstard see !, Vnisccd, 
gram, tvheai, and also cows and calves, &c. Your petitioners’ houses are 

about six or eight miles from tL n_j:hannah, an d . all the lands between 

Poragatcha andllanslikhally arc Mr. White’s. Apprehensive of falling into 
White’s lattials, your Honor’s humble petitioners, in- 
stead of going to inform the Police Officer of Ilunslikhally, laid their 
complaint (according to the practice) before the Magistrate on tlie 
2Sth instant. The Alagistrate, according to your Honor’s petitioner’s 
(Umbiea Churn’s) petition, ordered the Naib Darogali of Ilandrah to 
make a personal and* local inquiry of tlie fact, and referred the three 
cases to Dwarkanauth Dcy, the Deputy Magistrate, who, after hearing 
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their statements, the depositions of their witnesses, and the report of the 
Naib Uaro^ah, considering tlie three cases being of a similar nature, 
ordered on the 30tli July that Ilolodhur Gliose should be im]>risoncd for 
three months and to pay a fine of 50 llupccs in lieu of labor; the other 
defendants shared the same punishment, except Itupoos in lieu of 
labor. The Deputy Magistrate has also recorded in lus opinion that 
all the defendants jointly should have to pay (according to Act 
XVI. of 1S50) the plainiins llie value of the pro])ertics lost. The 
Magistrate, in reversing ilio proceedings of ilie Deputy Magistrate, 
recorded liis own opinion that the plaintiffs (your Ilon()r\s petitioners) 
were formerly servants of Mr. AV bite’s, and on their being dismissed 
they removed their properties to some distance, and at the time of removing 
the properties, some giain, &c., luive fallen on the yard, and in the 
lionses, which proved somewhat like ]>lniidering ; tim ^Magistrate also 
stated that the plalntUls not having laid their complaint at Thaiinah, 
and of their complaining three days after the oeeiirrenec to the Magis- 
trate, of their acting themselves as witnesses at their r(‘spectiv(^ suits, 
tluit at midnight the ocauiiTem^c said to liave taken ]>lac(! jis a dacoity, 
of accusing Mr. White for the plunder and of driving liis Ityots from 
their aiieeslral abode, are unwortby of (*reJit. Sure, there is no rule for 
the ap})eal of the kuuzdary suit after its dimls.'al. 

4’'he manners with wliieli the Indigo Planters oppressed thorn are 
b(‘yond the idea of any man in the Ih'itish (hn'ernment. The Magis-® 
Irate without minding llieir petitions or looking at the report of Iho 
hi ail) Daroguli, the order of the Deputy Magistrate as appeared in his 
own mind contrary to the circumstances alluded to In the record of the 
eases. 

l.v/. That it is rather be^^ond probability of your Honor’s p(3tilloucrs 
flying from the debt of Mr. White’s, because if they fall in debt their 
masters often make settlements for its recovery with t])oin, as often happens 
in this country, rather than leaving their brick-built houses and the 
abodes of their forefathers. If they owe anything to Mr. White lie can 
complain against their name according to the Laws of tlie country, and 
can obtain it by decree rather than plundering the houses. 

The plundering, though proved by the depositions of the witnesses, by 
the report of the Naib Darogah and by tlie proceedings of the Deputy * 
Magisti’ato, yet the Magistrate having acted upon supposition dismissed 
this serious case by which the defendants set at large. 
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hidltj. Of tlie Maj:»’Istratc’s recording in Ins opinion that the plaintiffs* 
have not made their statements at Thaiinah, but they have already 
stated that the lauds between their house and Thannah Hanshkhally 
are Mr. White’s^ whde the Magistrate's Court is six miles, and they have 
made their statements at Thannah Kotawally on the 27th, and laid their 
complaint before the Magistrate on the 2Btli April, and in consequence 
of this dilutoriness, the Magistrate on a firm belief dismissed the case, 
having' set at large these men of notorious bad character, on the part of 
tlie gentleman of the Indigo Planter, has given this order for the pur- 
pose of ruining your Honor’s petitioners who now claim justice from 
you, otherwise there is no hope for them. 

%rilJy, Under the circumstances which is not alluded to in the record 
of the case or anything apparent in the statements of the defendants. 

The Magistrate having relied upon his own consideration disbelieved 
the roy>ort of the Naib Harogah, and the proceedings of the Deputy 
Magistrate, has released the defendauls, who were people of Mr. White’s, 
and has discontinued the allowing of the damages done to your Honor’s 
petitioners ; besides these they have sufficient proofs of the trutliuess of 
the offence having been perpetrated, and which has been rcjiorted fre- 
qiumlly l)y Mofussil Police. If there arose any doubt, tlie spot was not 
far from the. Station ; on a personal incpiiry it would have been con- 
vinced that the fact was really perpetrated. 

It is rather very strange that such a serious case was at once unfortu- 
nately disiuisscJ by the Magistrate. It is most favorable to the above- 
mentioned Indigo Planter, that all the Ryots of the three villages, viz,^ 
Poragatcha, Collinga, Gobindpore, having been entirely oppressed and 
excluded iVom their respective houses, and were dispossessed from their 
respective gardens by Ilolodhur Ghose, the new Gomashta of the factory, 
who was solely appointed by Mr. White for tlie purpose, yet the Magis- 
trate has done nothing to check it. 

All the Ryots from time to time have frequently made applications to 
the Magistrate for its remedy, on which it was proper for him to make 
a personal and local inquiry of the truthness of the oppressions. 

Your Honor’s petitioners humbly beg to solicit that should your 
Honor kindly visit these three villages, then it would be clearly shown to 
your Honor the ruined state of the houses of all the Ryots therein residing. 

It is very improbable that your Honor’s humble petitioners, being sub- 
jects of Mr. White’s, would enter to such an action by means of which 



( 249 ) 


they would be deprived from the abodes of their forefathers. Your 
Honoris petitfoners most humbly pray that an order from your Honor 
should be issued to Session Judge or the Commissioner of Circuit, or even 
to your Honoris Secretary, to call for the record of this serious case, then 
the oppressions of Mr. White would be discovered, and by means of 
which your petitioners should be able to recover their losses and to go 
back to their respective houses. 

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 

From E. H. Ltjsttington, Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, with the Lieutenant-Governor on tour, to the Officiating 
Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 15, dated the 15ih August 
1859.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to forward in original the accompanying five 
petitions from inhabitants of the Handrail, Meherpore, and Hansklially 
Thannahs, complaining of the oppression practised upon them by Mr. 
White, of the Bansbarria Factory, and to request that you will make 
a careful inquiry into the subject of the complaints, and report the result. 

2. The return of the petitions is requested with your reply. 


From II. M. Reid, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to 
the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 49, dated the 9th 
September 1859.) 

Sill, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
15, dated the 15th ultimo, forwarding for report five original petitions, 
which were presented to the Lieutenant-Governor on the occasion of his 
late visit to this station, by certain inhabitants of Villages of the Han- 
drah, Maharpore, and llanskhally Thannahs, complaining of the oppres- 
sion practised upon them by Mr. W. White, of the Bansbarria Indigo 
Factory, and as directed, I have the honor to submit the following par- 
ticulars relative to the complaints brought forward by the petitioners. 


2. These petitioners state that J qyuarain Bis vv*^-^ » the uncle of^the 

petitioimr Ram was formerly Be wan of 

Petition (No. 1) of Ram- Bansbarria Factor, at tlie time when Mr., 
gopaul Hiswas, umbica 

Churn Biswas, and two Patrick Smith, the nephew of Mr. John White, 

Mana^rcr of it ; but that Mr. Smith 
having given up the management, and having 


82 
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boon siKweJud in ii by Mr. William While, Mr. John Whitens 
son, the Dcwan wa^ aL^o aller a time dismissed from his appoint- 
ment, o\vln;»: to hi^ bein<j^ unable to vvltlistand the oppression 
e\erelsed a< 4 iuu-''t him by the new Manager ; that thereupon Mr. 
White commenced 0 })pressing the petitioners, with the object of making 
them leave their village, Poragateha, and himself succeeding to their pro- 
perty and trade*, upon which they petitioned the Magistrate for protec- 
tion; hut that, tluring their absence from their village at the Sudder 
Station for tlio above ])urpose, Mr. W. While plundered their houses of 
a considerable amount of grain and other property, and that their trees 
were cut down, and tli(*y have not since then been aide to return to their 
bouses, the approaches to which are all shut up by Mr. "White’s people. 

3. The person (Umbica (hiurii Iliswas) whose ntimc heads this peti- 
tion, is om* of those whose name is also shown 
Im-d Churu an(lt>v(> petition :No. 1 ; and the purport of the pcti- 

otlu*^^, ivs‘uU*nls <>1* Tora- tlon (No. 2) presented hv liim and his eo-peti- 
gatelia,Thaimalillaiiskiilly. . • a r i i o 

tioners is, that th(‘y were iormerly servants ot 

Mr. Wliite’s Fj^etory, and that owing to their refusal to be the instru- 
rnenls of oppressing tlie Ityots of jMouzah Goviiulpore, they were dis- 
missed from their (‘inployment by Mr. W. Wliite, wlio caused their 
houses to be plundered; that the Deputy Maghtrale, Ihihoo Dwarka- 
natli Dey, after investigating the case sent it up to the Magistrate, v^itli 
a recommendation thal certain of the otlenders should be fined and im- 


prisoned, and that the value of the plundered pro]>crty should bo reco- 
vered from them and be returned to the petitioners, but that the hlagis- 
trate did not attend to tlic recommendation, Init dismissed the ease. 

4. I find, on a careful examination of the records (four in number) 
eouneeted with the above two petitions^ that Ramgopaul Jliswas and 
others presonted a petition to the Magistrate on the 1 Itli Bysakh, or 
aboujb the 25th April last, complaining of Mr. Wliite having wrongfully 
cut down their trees, having deprived them of their lakheraj title- 
deeds, and having dug up the lands in the vi(‘iiiity of their houses, so as 
to prevent their obtaining ingress thereto, and that he further endea- 
voured to prevent them realizing a balance of Rupees 40,000 wliicli was 
due to them by Ryots of the neighbouring villages on account of trade 
transactions, but that the Magistiatc dismissed the case on the 28th 
April, considering that the charges brought were not proved by the 
evidence adduced in support of them. 
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5. The other three eases_, in which I/nihica Churn Biswas, Ookliyc 
Chunder Biswas^ and Nobiu Chundcr Sircar were respectively complain- 
ants, were instituted on the loth or iil><)ni ^IGth April 1859, and 

the gist of them was that Mr. M hite, with the .aid of liis Factory ser- 
vants, had plundered their lioiises and carried otf their crops. Ilie cases 
were made over to Baboo Dwarkanatli Dey, Dcjmly Magistrate, who, on 
the 29th July 1S59, reported that he considered them fully proved 
against four of Mr. White’s adherents, wiio were accordingly recom- 
mended by him to be fined, one in a sum of llupecs 50, and the three 
others in sums of Rupees 30 cadi, and to lu* iinjirisouod for three months 
each, and jointly to make good a sum of Uu))e<’s 1,000 on account of the 
injury sustained. The Magistrate did not liowcver attend to this ivc'orn- 
meiulation, but dismissal all the three cases as not proved, 

G. On reviewing the evidence In the several (*i\scs above referred to, 
I am of oyiinion that the Magistrate had sufficient warrant for dismissing 
the first charge, i, e. tliat which was brought before himself by Raingo- 
paul Bi«was ; but tliat in the otlier three eases there wore, I think, on 
the whole, sutlieient grounds for convicting the defendants ; for, besides 
the evidence adduced before the Magistrate, there was the report of the 
Naib Darogali, stating it to be liis opinion, after personal inejuiry on 
the spot, that the outrages complained of luul actually taken ]>laee ; and 
1 have since been informed by INfr. Deymty Magistrate Howell, who 
visited tlie village of Poragateha when iiujuirmg into another ease in 
the same locality (wdiieh vvilt'be adverted to further on) that he observed 
traces of such outrages having been committed, and lhat the doors of 
some of the smaller houses in the village had been wrenched offi I 
would at the same time remark that the Magistrate may yierliaps have 
decided rightly in dismissing the cases. 

7. The next petition is tliat presented by Sreemunt Iloldar and two 

^ ^ , others, inhabitants of (vollingah, who charge 

Petition of Sreemunt . . , , . 

lIoId.ir and two others, in- Mr. White with having plundered their hbuscs 
habitants of tollingah. cattle on the 2Gtli April last,, and object to 

the order under which Mr. Howell, Deputy IMagistrato, to wdiom the 
case was made over for decision, directed it to be rehuTed to arbitration. 
They further request that the case may bo transferred to the file of De- 
puty Magistrate Dwarkanath Dey. 

8. 1 find that this case was first of all instituted before the Police, 
and that the petitioners failed to attend the Police investigation ; that 
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they subsequently petitioned the Mag^istrate on Cth June, who made 
over the case to Mr. Deputy Magistrate Howell ; that some of the 
defendants were summoned and attended ; and that the case was even- 
tually made over, on the 29th July, to arbitration, the petitioners and 
Mr, White respectively agreeing that it should so be disposed of. The 
arbitrators could not, however, do anything in the case, as the real 
defendants (?. e, the parties who had been summoned, and had attended) 
were not parties to the arbitration. They reported accordingly to this 
eflect on the 15th August, and on the 24th August the Deputy Magis- 
trate directed that the ease should be proceeded with. 1 have given 
instructions that it is to be disposed of without further delay, and the 
result reported for the information of this Office. The case was clearly 
not one for arbitration, and the Deputy Magistrate was wrong to have 
resorted to that method of adjusting it. Had the parties wished to 

compromise’^ the case between themselves, of course there would have 
been no objection to their resorting to that way of settling it. 

9, The next case is that of Ookhil Chuiider Biswas, of Dariapole, who 

Petition orOoW.il Chun- confined by 

der Biswas, inhabitant of Mr. White for upwards of a month, and that 

effecting his escape he petitioned the Ma- 
gistrate, who made over his case to Deputy Ma- 
gistrate Howell, who,* instead of summoning all his witnesses, endea- 
voured to persuade him to compromise the case. Petitioner begs that 
his case may be made over to Deputy Mi%istrate Baboo Dwarkanath 
Dey. 

10. It appears from the petitioner’s statement, which was given be- 
fore the Deputy Magistrate on the 30th May last (a previous complaint 
on the subject having been lodged by his nephew, Bcpiii Beharroe), that 
having gone near Mr. White’s factory, for the purpose of collecting some 
outstanding debts due to him by some of the Ryots, he was seized and 
taken off to the factory by one Hurchunder Ghose and other lattials of 
Mr. White’s, whose names he mentions ; that, while in the factory, Mr. 
White flogged him with his own hand with a stirrup leather \ and that 
he was taken about from factory to factory for a space of one month, 
when he effected his escape ; the cause of the above oppression being 
that he had formerly been a servant of the factory, and that, having been 
dismissed from his employ, he refused to take any advances for sowing 
Indigo for it. The evidence in this case was complete on the 8th July, 
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as far at least as the defendant Hllrchunder Ghose was concerned ; but 
the Deputy Magistrate, Mr, Howell, does not appear to have passed any 
further order in the case till the 29th July, and even then not a definite 
one ; and I find that it tvas not till the \lth Angiid that ho ordered the 
case, as regards the above-named defendant, to be disposed of ; and that 
on the 24th a further period of five days was allowed to Mr. White^il 
Mooktear to produce him. There is no sufficient reason discernible on 
the record for so long a delay in the disposal of the case. There was 
sufficient evidence (if the Deputy Magistral e believed it) for the convic- 
tion of Hurclninder Ghose, and the Deputy Magistrate should have pro- 
ceeded to dispose of the case, as far at least as the above defendant was 
concerned. 

11. There is another point in which 1 think tlic Deputy Magistrate's 
mode of proceeding in dealing with his case was faulty. He asked the 
complainant Ookhil Chunder, when the latter was being examined before 
him on the 30th May, whether he still bore any marks of the flogging 
said to have been inflicted upon him by Mr. White. His answer was, 

Yes, but on a part of my person which I cannot expose.^^ I tliink it 
would have been proper for Mr Howell to have at once certified himself, 
by personal inspection whether such marks really existed or not, instead 
of leaving the matter in doubt; and that if he had found tliem to exist 
he should have summoned Mr. White to answer the charge, but if 
otherwise, he would have been warranted in at once dismissing the 
case. 

12. The petitioners m this case arc Ryots of Mouzah Govindpore, 

and besides complaining of various acts of op-\ 

PctilioTi (No.5) of Ram- . . , ivr th-i - i I 

coomar Biswas, and other pression committed upon them by Mr. White, 

R y 0 t s of Govindpore, incr easing,^4licir reni a, forcing them to take 

anna ansca y. advances for the cultivation of Indigo, plunder- , 
ing their houses, and carrying off their crops7 ^fiaddy, and cattle, they 
bring against the followers of Mr, White the specific charge of having 
carried off, on the 9th Assar last (not Assiu, os inadvertently stated in : 
their petition to the Lieutenant-Governor), their fellow villager Seetul 
Turufdar, who has ever since been missing, and who they assert is under 
confinement by Mr. W^hite ; they further say that they have frequently 
petitioned the Magistrate for his release, but without obtaining it. 

13. It appears', from a perusal of the record of the case in which 
Seetul Turufdar is said to have been abducted, that it arose in the follow- 
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iiig manner: — TIio Govimlpore people #fere taking off to the Government 
Pound some cattle belonging to some of the factory Ryots, which 
they asserted had been trespassing on tlieir crops, when they were inter- 
cepted by the factory people. Meerjan Sheik, the plaintiff, was slightly 
wounded on the head, the cattle were rescued, and it is said that Seetul 
Turufdar, one of the villagers who was accompanying the cattle to the 
Pound, was carried off, and has not since been heard of. The case was 
promptly brought to the notice of the Magistrate, and was made over 
by the Magistrate to Deputy Magistrate Moulvie Yatazad Ilossein, who, 
on the 27th July, convicted six of the factory people, and sentenced them 
to be imprisoned for four months each, with a fine in lieu of 
labor, which order has since been confirrnod in appeal by the Scvssions 
Judge. 

14. In concluding my remarks on the cases above enumerated, I beg 
to mention that 1 have instructed the pi*esent Officiating Magistrate to 
recall to his own file such of the above cases as may still remain undis- 
posed of, as well as, for the present, any others in whicli Mr. AVhito and 
the servants of Bansharria Concern may be parties. I liave at the 
same time instructed him to use every proper precaution for pre- 
venting the Ryots being oppressed, and to institute tlie strictest 
inquiry as to wbat has become of the missing man, Seetul 
Turui'dar. 

15. I think the details which I have given above warrant the conclu- 
jsion that some degree of o])pression has been exercised against the Ryots 
iby the factory people. 

16. I beg to annex, for the Licutenant-Governor^s information, copy 
of a letter relative to the subjects complained of by the petitioners, from 
Mr. Cockerel], the late jMagistrate of the District, and in forwarding it 
I deem it proper to state that 1 have no grounds whatsoever for suppos- 
ing that either Mr. Cockerell or Mr. Deputy Magistrate Howell have any 
undue bias in favor of Mr. White, but on the contrary, that they have 
dealt with the cases in which that gentleman has been concerned with 
strict impartiality, though not perhaps, in the case of Mr, Howell, with 
that amount of judgment which could have been wished for, and which 
might have been expected in an Oflicer of greater experience than Mr. 
Howell possesses. 

17. The original enclosures of your letter under reply are herewith 
returned. 
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From F. R, CocKEiiEUi, Esq., Magistrate of Nutldea, to tlie Commissioner 
of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 53, dated the 24t]i August 1859.) 


I BEG to return the orit^iiial petitions marginally noted, which were 

. p IT 1 • forwarded with your Office Memorandum No. 

1. Petition of Umbica 

Churn Biswas and others, 50, dated the 20th instant, and copy of a letter* 
rcsdciits of Secretary to Government on the sub- 

paid Biswas and others, ject of them, for inquiry and report, 
residents of Poragatcha. 

3. Petition of Kamooo- 2. I find that all these petitions have refer- 

Sn?roTGox^Jdiwrc"’ occurrences which have already 

<t. PetiUonofSreemunt formed the subject of loc*al investigation by tlio 
drnfa^of Police, and regular judicial trial hy myself and 

5. Petition of Ookhil subordinates, and consequently I do not see 
Chuiider Biswas, resident . , , y u* • an j. r 

of Dariapore. what direction Icanmyselr iiisuiute lurtber 

^ *No. 15, dated 16ih in- inquiry, except under special instruclions from 

liigber authority. I observe also that the tone 

of these petitions constitute an appeal, as it were, especially against my 

proceedings in tliese cases, and the partiality hy which, it is asserted, 

those proceedings have been influenced. 

3. Under those eireiimstanecs, it appears to me that the best course 
i.s to submit for your perusal all the papers connected with the cases to 
which those petitions refer, and you will then be able to direct such fur- 
ther special inquiry on any points connected with them as may seem to 
you to require more particular investigation. 

4. Of the five cases, Nos. 1 and 2 have been regularly investigated and 
disposed of by myself, and my written decision will he found attached to 
each. No. 3 was a mere petition containing general charges, in support 
of which no proof was forthcoming; the only definite charge brought for- 
ward by the Ryots of Uovindpore was touching the forcible rescue of 
some cattle whilst being conveyed to the Thannali Pound (the papers of 
which case also are forwarded.) The case was tried by the Deputy Ma- 
gistrate, Moulvie Yatazad H ossein, and the factory servants \verc con- 
victed and punished. Nos. 4 and 5 were made over to Mr. Howell for 
trial. In one he recommended arbitration, to which both parties agreed */ 
the arbitration failed, and the final award is still pending. In the other 
case there is nothing to show that any compromise was suggested, and no 
final orders have yet been passed. 
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5. It only remains for me to bring to your knowledge certain facts 
which the petitioners have either partially or wholly suppressed. The 
Biswas family, who are the promoters of these petitions, and the plaintifls 
in most of the cases instituted, realized their fortunes, more or less, in the 
service of the proprietor of the Bansbarria Factory ; they were discharged 
from this service but a short time previous to the commencement of the 
disputes which led to these cases. 

6. Working on the capital realized in this service, they have for years 
carried on a considerable trade, in their own and surrounding villages, as 
Mahajims. About the time of their discharge Mr. White determined that 
he would undertake the Mahajunce business throughout his Z|pindarree 
villages, and to this end entered into dealings with the Biswas, Holdars, 
and other Mahajuns, throughout his elaka, to purchase their vested 
interests in his line of business, and secure a monopoly to himself with- 
in his own talooks. This course is not without precedent, or unusual, 
I believe, amongst Indigo Planters holding Zemindarees in this District. 
In taking over the stock of these ’Mahajuns, disputes arose as to terms, 
and the factory proprietor doubtless made use of his influential position, 
as*thoir Zemindar, to press his own terms. It is stated that force was 
used to gain possession of the full quantity of grain, &c., which the 
Zemindar asserted that he was to receive, according to the terms of the 
transaction, for the transfer of the Mctkajimee rights and interests. 
On such foundation it is probable that the charges of the Poragatcha 
and Collinga Ryots were brought forward, and these cliarges amounted 
to little less than actual dacoity. Of such charges the factory servants 
could not ho convicted on the evidence adduced ; and the exag- 
geration and falsity of the charges is apparent throughout the pro^ 
ceedings. 

7 / In regard to such passages in the petitions as reflect on Mr, De- 
puty Magistrate Howell and myself personally, I may state, the former 
has only once visited the Bansbarria Factory, and that was on the occa- 
sion of his going to make a local investigation on the subject of one of 
rthese cases at Collingah, which village is situated within one or two miles 
of the factory, and that, except on purely business matters, I have my- 
self, for the last year and upwards, held no communication whatever with 
either of the Messrs. AVhite of Bansbarria, 
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From E. H. Lusiiington, Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, to the Commissioner of the Nuddoa Division, — (No. G124, dated 
the 23rd October 1859.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of Mr, Reid^s letter 
No. 49, dated the 9tli ultimo, submitting the report called for in 
Orders No. 15 of the 15th August last, on the five petitions presented 
to the Lieutenant-Governor, when at Kishnaghur, by certain inhabitants 
of the Handrah, Meherpore and Hanskhally Thannahs, complaining of 
the oppressions practised upon them by Mr. White, of the Bansbarria 
Indigo Factory. 

a. Tl* report shows that Mr. AVhitc, in the several cases referred to 
in petitions Nos. 1 and 2, was charged with having plundered the houses 
of the petitioners to a considerable amount of property, cut down their 
trees, d epriv ed them of their lakhcraj title-deeds, and caused the lands in 
the vicinity of tnSff'Tiouscs to be dug up so as to prevent their obtain- 
ing ingress thereto, and that the cases were all dismissed by the 
Magistrate as not proved, although in three of them, viz,, in the plunder 
of property complained of by Umbiea Churn Biswas, and in two others, 
the Deputy Magistrate, Baboo Dwarkanauth Dey, to whom the cases 
were made over, recommended that certain of the offenders sliould be 
fined and imprisoned and requii’ed to make good the value of the plun- 
dered property. 

3. The second case noticed by Mr. Reid is that in which the peti- 
tioners charge Mr. White with having plundered their liouses and cattle, 
and object to the order of Mr. ITowell, the Deputy Magistrate, referring 
the case to arbitration. The Officiating Commissioner remarks that the 
case was clearly not one for arbitration, and the Deputy Magistrate was 
wrong in having resorted to that method of adjusting it. It is under- 
stood that this case, which was instituted so far back as the Gth June, is 
still undisposed of, and that Mr. Reid has given instructions for its being 
brought to a speedy termination. 

4, The case next adverted to is that of Okhil Chunder Biswas, who 
(as represented by the petitioner himself) was seized when near Mr. 
Whitens factory collecting some debts which w^ere due to him, and after 
being dragged to the factory by Mr. White’s men was flogged by Mr. 
White himself. The petitioner has there described how he was con- 
veyed as a prisefter from factory to factory for a space of one month 
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when he escaped ; the cause of all this oppression being that he had 
formerly been a servant of the factory, and that having been dismissed 
from employ he refused to take advances from Mr. White for sowing 
Indigo. The Ofliciating Commissioner remarks on the delay on the 
part of Mf. Howell in the disposal of this case, which was commenced 
on the 30th ]May, and was still pending at the end of August, on his 
neglect to examine the eomplainanCs person when he first appeared 
before him to charge Mr. White with the assault and false imprisonment, 
and on his endeavour to persuade the plaintilf to compromise the ease. 

5. The trial of the other case of oppression, in which Seetul Turufdar 
was carried off by Mr. White's men, has resulted in the conviction of 
six of the factory people, though the individual who had beejiiseized is 
not yet fortheoming. 

G. The Officiating Commissioner reports that he has instructed the 
present Officiating Magistrate to recall to his own file such of the cases 
of the petitioners as may still remain undisposed of, as well as, for the 
present, any others in w hich Mr. White and tlic servants of the Bans- 
harria Factory may he parties, and to institute the strictest inquiry 
as to what has become of the missing man Seetul Turufdar. 

7. The Lieutenant-Governor directs me to inform you that he agrees 
with Mr. Reid in his remarks on the proceedings of Mr. Cockerell, the 
Magistrate, and Mr. Howell, the Deputy Magistrate, in the cases of 
these disputes, and approves ot Mr. Reid's orders in the matter, but I 
am at the same time desired to observe that the Lieutenant-Governor has 
derived an unfavorable impression of the manner in which the people have 
been protected by the Magisterial Authorities of Nuddea from oppi*ession, 
such as has beyond doubt been exercised in the cases brought to notice. 

8, The Lieutenant-Governor heard in a general way, when on his 
tour at Nuddea, of complaints from Natives that in Indigo cases they 
did not get real protection ; and this string of unsatisfactorily investi- 
gated and hastily dismissed cases now reported upon makes it impos- 
sible for him to feel certainly convinced that everything that can he 
legitimately done has been usually done in that District to repress 
abuses of this class. The Lieutenant-Governor does not impute partia- 
lity to any of the Officei-s concerned, but he cannot escape the impres- 
sion that more active and intelligent measures would have had more 
satisfactory results ; whereby all parties should have been made to feel 
that their disputes must not be settled by the strong hailt. 
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9. The Lieutenant-Governor is surprised that Mr. Cockerell; in his 
report to the Officiating Commissioner, has omitted all mention of the 
charge of wrongful imprisonment for a month brought against Mr. 
White, which as yet stands unrefuted. 

, 10. These cases, which are known to be of daily occurrence, in which 
Ryots are kidnapped and imprisoned and carried from place to place by 
Zemindars and Planters with impunity, ar^^a disgraceful blot^^upQu the 
Distr ict administration in Bengal ; and it is the Suly^bf every Magis- 
terial Officer to strain every nerve to bring them home to the offenders, 
when they can obtain a clue to them. On the present occasion there was 
the person wronged before Mr. Howell, whose evidence, if credited, would 
prove th|^asc. Instead of doing all that could be done to ascertain 
the truth/and acting it must be presumed in the belief that the charge^ 
was true, the Deputy Magistrate recommended a compromise ; as though' 
the case had been a trifling squabble or a nominal assault, instead of a 
charge of one of the grossest acts of oppression and crueTty that can be 
imagined, short of injury to life or limb. 

11. Mr. Cockerell must be called upon to explain his silence in 
this most grave matter. A Magistrate should not allow himself to be 
kept by a subordinate in ignorance of such a case having been disclosed ; 
and if Mr. Cockerell was informed of it, liis conduct would appear to 
be quite inexplicable. 

12. So much blame appears also to be attached to Mr. Howell in 
these proceedings that the Lieutenant-Governor must call upon him for 
his defence in order to take into consideration what orders should be 
passed on him personally, 

13. On receiving Mr, HowelPs explanation you will he so good as to 
forward it with an expression of your opinion as to whether Mr. II o well 
is yet sufficiently qualified to exercise the special powers of an Assistant 
to a Magistrate with which he has lately been vested. 

14. In conclusion, I am desired to request that you will insist c«i the 
remaining cases against Mr. White being tlioroughly sifted, and that 
you will call upon the present Officiating Magistrate to dispose of them 
himself, with all the consideration which cases involving such charges 
may appear to require. 
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From A. Grotjb, Ehq., Oomniissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Olliciat- 
ing Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 151Ct., dated the 
19th November 1859.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to ackno\vled<j^e the receipt of your letter 
No. G1 21, dated Ji8rd ultimo, conveying the orders of His Honor the 
Lieutenant-Governor on iny predecessor’s letter, dated the 9th Septem- 
ber previous, and with reference to its 11th paragraph to submit copy of 
a letter dated 17th instant, containing the further explanation called for 
from Mr. Cockerell. 

2. The judgment which has been formed by His Honor of Mr. 
Cockcrcirs proceedings in the live cases under notice was foijmed on a 
report made after an examination of the records, and as I have not seen 
these I must leave Mr. CockerelPs present letter to make its own impres- 
sion. It appears that Mr. Deputy Magistrate Howell did not recommend 
a compromise in the case referred to in ])aragraph 1 0 of your letter. 

3. Injustice to Mr. Cockerell, and to myself who have now adminis- 
tered this Division for nearly four years, I venture respectfully to state 
it as my conviction that no such general feeling prevails amongst the 
inhabitants of Nuddea as that which is alluded to in your 8th paragraph 
as having been made the subject of complaint to the Lieutenant-Governor 
on his tour through the District. I believe that all know well that full 
protection will be afforded by the Police Authorities at the Station to such 
as choose to take the trouble to seek it. The punishment inflicted by 
Mr. Cockerell on Mr. Tripp of Bamoondeah, some two years back, had 
the effect of convincing parties that their disputes would not be allowed 
to be settled by the strong hand. 

4. Possibly the people of the Hadrah Thannah, one of the quarters 
from which the Lieutenant-Governor was j)etitioned on his tour, did for 
a period entertain some doubts whether it was intended that they should 
have hyy real protection in Indigo cases ; for in 1857 they saw the head 
of all the concerns in that Thannah empowered as an Honorary Magis- 
trate. It was Mr. Cockerell who, I well remember, brought to notice 
the undue influence which Mr. Forlong’s Assistants exercised in that 
Thannah consequent on the latter gentleman’s having had charge of its 
Police, Tlie Magisterial Authorities are not responsible for the doubts 
which the late experimental measure raised in the minds of the Nuddea 
jjeople. 
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1 have inarched through this District from end to end, have 
visited its Sub-Divisions, and have talked with and listened to the people 
high and low, and I have never heard anything which led me to doubt 
the general feeling of confidence in Mr. Cockerell, and it is my opinion 
that he is one of those Officers who would, to use the expression in your 
10th paragraph, strain every nerve to bring home to the offenders any 
case of oppression which came to his knowledge. 

6. But it behoves all Magistrates, when dealing judicially with such 
cases, to guard against the bias which the complaint of the weak against 
the strong is apt to engender. The character of the oppressed Kyot 
may be readily assumed, and is so I believe oftener than is suspected by 
many philanthropists. 

7. Tlie information called for in paragraphs and 13 of your letter 
shall be furnished hereafter. Mr. Cockerell being anxious that his justi- 
fication of his proceedings should be laid before Government without delay, 
I have thought it expedient to reply at once partially to your call. It is 
my duty moreover, before mj^king over temporary charge of this Office, 
to endeavour to undeceive His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of an 
impression which, if well grounded, rellects on my administration as 
well as on Mr. Cockereirs. 


From F. B. Cockerell, Esq., late Magistrate of Nuddea, to A. Grote, 
Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (dated the ITtli November 
1859.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE only just received the papers connected with the case of 
Okhll Chnnder Biswas, which, for the reasons explained in my letter of 
the 7th instant, it was necessary for me to refer to, in order to submit 
the explanation required in the letter No. 6121, dated 23rd ultimo, from 
the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, forwarded with your letter 
No. 130 of the 2ud instant. 

With reference to the 9th and 11th paragraphs of the Secretary's 
letter, I beg to point out that the case alluded to in the 4th paragraph of 
my letter to the Commissioner, on the subject ol the several petitions, as 
No. 5, is that of Okhil Chunder Biswas. My letter contained no report 
of the particulars of any of the cases, because I did not conceive myself 
called upon to do more than inform the Commissioner to wffiat cases 
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the petitions presented to the Lieutenant-Governor had reference, and 
how those cases had been disposed of, as well as to add such particulars, 
not to be found in the record, explanatory of the subject of the diflPerent 
charges against Mr. White and his people, as my knowledge of the 
existing relations between the parties concerned enabled me to supply ; for 
the rest I submitted all the records of the cases for the Commissioner, to 
judge himself of the merits of the complaints submitted by the peti- 
tioners to Government. 

In the cases investigated by the Dcptity Magistrate Baboo Dwarka- 
nath Dey, and finally disposed of by myself, Mr. Reid, the Officiating 
Commissioner, after describing at some length the particulars of the 
charges against Mr. White and his people, as contained in the original 
complaints and depositions of the petitioners, without giving any detail 
of the evidence for or against these charges, and after stating the judg* 
ment formed by the Deputy Magistrate, and the punishment which he 
proposed to inflict upon the accused, remarks : the Magistrate did 
not however attend to this recommendation^ but dismissed all the cases 
as not proved/’ — the inference from which would appear to be (and that 
such is the impression derived by the Lieutenant-Governor from Mr. 
Reid’s report, is to be gathered from the expression hastily dismissed 
cases,” used in the 8lh paragraph of Mr. Lushington’s letter) that I had 
summarily and hastily set aside and disregarded the judgment^ of my 
subordinate, and had unreasonably dismissed cases in which the charge 
preferred was substantially proved. 

Now, I respectfully submit that an inspection of the record will not 
justify such a conclusion. However erroneous my judgment may have 
been in the matter, it certainly was not a hasty one. My decision was 
formed after much deliberation and a very careful consideration of the 
entire subject of the charges and the evidence in support of them ; and the 
grounds upon which it was based were recorded in my own handwriting. 
Mr. Iteid, in his letter, though attaching wciglit to the evidence for the 
prosecution and the report ol the Police Officer, is not prepared to say 
that the decision may not have been a correct one ; and I venture to think 
that it would be affirmed and approved by higher judicial Authorities, as 
in accordance with the general evidence and other matters on record. 

In regard to the case of Okhil Chunder Biswas, the charge of arrest^ 
assault, and imprisonment, was first brought forward by his nephew in 
a petition presented to me. I disbelieved his statement, first, because he 



I 26:3 ) 


represented that his relative had been seized and maltreated about nine 
days previous to his appearance before me, and although this was alleged 
to have taken place very near the Police Thannah, and within a few miles 
of the station, he could assign no satisfactory reason for not having insti- 
tuted his complaint earlier, or given information to the Police ; second, 
because he and his relative belonged to a Kyburio family, many momhers of 
whom had until recently been ‘in the factory service, and, since being dis- 
charged from employ, were at feud with Mr. White, for reasons which I 
have already described in my previous letter on the subject of the petitions ; 
third, because the plaintiff, whilst admitting, on being questioned, that 
he did not accompany his relative to the factory, ncverMieloss described 
in detail all that happened there, without showing how he became ac- 
quainted with the particulars. 

I did not consequently attach sucli importance to the case, or proceed 
myself with its investigation, as T otherwise should have done, but made 
it over for trial and rejyorl (not for disposal, a circumstanee that has not 
been brought to the notice of Government in Mr. Keid's report) to 
Mr. Deputy Magistrate Howell. Siihsequently Okhil Cliundcr Biswas, 
who was said to have been assaulted and confined, appeared, and presented 
a petition, which I immediately made over to iMr. Howell, as he had 
been previously intrusted with the investigation of the ca•^e, who 
withoiit delay took down liis dejiosition. The rnan^s statement was to 
the effect that he had been bound with cords and beaten with a leather 
strap. His body was then carefully examined, as he said he still bore 
marks of the assault ; and when no mark or scar of any kind could be 
discovered, ho represented that they were on a part of his person which, 
unless he was stripped naked, could not be seen. Now, in regard to this 
statement, by his own account upwards of a month had elapsed since 
he was beaten. The stripes of a rattan inflicted on a fleshy part of the 
person could not possibly be visible so long after the date of their 
infliction, much less those of a leather strap. Moreover, the petiftoner 
stated that he had been bound with cords ; the marks or scars caused by 
such binding, tightened as it would be by the convulsive struggles of a 
man undergoing the lash, are far more indelible than the stripes of a 
rattaui and yet the plaintiff had not the vestige of such score on his, 
arms or any part of his person when examined by the Deputy Magis- 
trate. The assertion, therefore, that he still bore marks of a flogging, 
administered, according to his own statement, some six weeks previous, 
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on a part of his person which he knew would not be examined, was, I 
consider, a deliberate misrepresentation, intended to give support to his 
charge. Ilis account of the raamier in which he efieeted his escape 
from alleged imprisonment was equally improbable. lie stated that 
he was last confined in the Mahutpore Factory, and escaped on a dark 
night. Mahutpore is a Sudder Factory; and, supposing his statement as 
to his confinement there to be true, there was scarcely any possibility of 
his making his escape from such a place. 

From the lime that this ease was made over to Mr. Howell for 
investigation and report, I neither saw nor hoard anything of the pro- 
ceedings, until the petition presented by Okhil Chunder Biswas to the 
Lieutenant-Governor was forwarded to mo. If the petitioner was at 
any lime dissatisfied with the Deputy Magistrate's investigation he 
might have made a representation on the subject to me, but this he did 
not do. Mr. Howell, it appears, was very dilatory in his proceedings, 
and it may be considered that I should have prevented this. It is the 
practice for any case committed by the Magistrate to any subordinate, 
for investigation and report, to be temporarily removed from the 
former's file until returned witli report for final orders. And the files 
of my subordinate come under review only at the close of tlic Quarter. 
Hence, in any case that had not been three months pending, dilatoriness 
in the investigation of cases by subordinates would not necessaiily come 
to notice at the time, unless such delay in the proceedings was specially 
represented by the parties concerned. 

There is nothing in the record of this case, as I observed in my former 
letter, to bear out the petitioner's assertion that Mr. Howell suggested 
a compromise in ^e matter of such a serious charge ; and the Deputy 
Magistrate distinctly affirms that he never did so. I observe that, 
coupled with the assertion of the suggested compromise is that of the 
Deputy Magistrate having at the same time refused to call for the fur- 
ther evidence which he tendered. An order endorsed on the plaintift^s 
petition for the summons of fresh witnesses through the Police shows 
this to be a misrepresonlation. The Deputy Magistrate, on the ground 
that sufficient cause was not shown, declined to summon the witnesses 
tkrotfgA the Police^ but passed an order for their being subpmnacd. ffhe 
plaintiff neglected to take out this process, and in his petition charges 
the Deputy Magistrate with refusing to summon his witness at all, and 
recommending a compromise. 
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If a return called for from the Nuddea Mao-islrale’s Court, it will* 
be found that, save in very rare instances, 1 invariably dis])osed of all 
important cases myself, and iu such I ever included all ehar^Ts against 
Europeans owning property in the District, and their servants and de- 
pendants. It has been my practice to make over cases for investigation 
and report to those of my subordinates who had had but little experi- 
ence, and thus gradually test their fitness to be intrusted with the 
absolute disposal of judicial husiness. 

In this way Mr. TIowell, who has not been long employed as a Dei)uty 
Magistrate, had had but few cases made over to him, save of the most 
trivial description, for absolute disj)osal. Many, as in ilio instance of 
the cases now under notice, were made over to him for investigation and 
report, and I have had therefore ample opportunity of judging of his 
capabilities. He has geneially given me entire salLsfaction. Previous 
to his employment as a Deputy Magistrate he served under me as an 
Overseer of the District Roads, and I have always found him a very pains- 
taking and laborious Oflicer, and a person of strict integrity. Wliilst 
located, as he was for a considerable period, in the interior of 1 lie l^istriet, 
he was alwaj^s well spoken of by the people ; he is tlioroughly well ac- 
quainted witli their language and customs, and oiiglit on every ac(*ount 
to he well (pialiliod to discharge his present duti(‘s. If he lias sJiowii a 
want of despatch and judgment in his proceedings in these eases, it is 
to he attributed to diffidence, arising out of inexi>erienee rather than 
inactivity and incapacity. 

It only remains for me to express niy very deep ctmeern at tl)e stiong 
condemnation passed by the Lieutenant-dovernor on the general conduct 
of the Magisterial Authorities of the Nuddea District, expressed in tluj 
8tli and Pth paragraphs of Mr. Lusliingtoifs letter. It is well known 
that the present system of Indigo cultivation, as it obtains iu Nuddea 
and the surrounding Districts, is regarded with no small general dis- 
satisfaction by the mass of the people, and it is no more thati what 
might be expected that the Lieutenant Governor, on liis tour tli rough 
the chief Indigo-growing Districts, should hear general complaints 
against the promoters of that system, who, by reason of tlie system 
itself’ rather than their own individual acts, are regarded by the rnaje^rity 
of the people with more or less distrust and dislike. 

I submit, that if there had been any jvant of readiness on m3'' pari to 
entertain generally complaints of oppression of tliis class, and to institute 
the fullest inquiry, and grant tlic utmost redress that it was in uj)' 

:34 



( 266 ) 


power to d<^, some representation on the subject must have reached you 
as my immediate official superior ; and yet, as far as 1 am aware, not » 
single representation of the kind has been made during the two ycara 
that I filled the Nuddea Magistrate's Office, at least no explanation or 
report has ever been called from me on such subject. 

But it is not protection from- oppression, in the way of acts of 
violence, I maintain, that the agricultural population of the Indigo- 
growing Districts consider themselves to be really in want of, for 
oppression of such kind is at Least of no commoner occurrence in thosp 
Districts than elsewhere ; the protection which they desire, and which 
no Magisterial Authority can give them, is freedom from their obliga- 
tions to cultivate the Indigo plant, vvhen their land could yield them 
a far more remunerative return by other produce. 

As regards the repression of crime and acts of violence against 
person and property in the Nuddea- District, and the opinion formed by* 
fny superiors of my general conduct as ^lagistrate, I solicit reference 
to the Criminal and Police Reports fm’ the* last two years. It is not for 
me to attempt to justify myself as to the degree of intelligence that 
may have guided my measures in the general administration of the Dis- 
trict for that period, but I trust I miiy be permitted to say that, during 
the four-and-a-half years in wliieh I have filled the office of Magistrate, at 
differtiiit periods, in three of the most important Districts in Lower Bengal, 
that want of activity uikI zeal iii' the discharge of the various duties 
of a Magistrate, to the best of my ability, has never been imputed 
to me. 


From E. H. LusntycTOX, Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, to the Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — 
(No, 7055, dated the 9th December 1859.) 

SfR, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your predecessoi'^s 
Setter No*. 151, dated the 10th ultimo, submitting the further explanation 
called for from Mr. Cockerell, late Magistrate of Nuddea, relative to his 
proceedings in the cases of ojipression stated to have been practised by 
Mr White, of the Bansbarria Indigo Factory, which formed the subject 
of complaint in certain petition| presented to the Lieute^ant-Gove^^or 
on the occasion of his late visit to Kishnaghnr, and the ^pi^rtictdars qjf 
which were n portc l in your leitcif No. 10, dated the 9th September last 
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2. The Lieuteiiant-Governor^ having fully considered Mr. CookerelFs 
CTplanation, desires me to observe that he does not impute blame to that 
Ollicer for his judicial decision in the case investigated by the Deputy 
Magistrate, Baboo Dwarkanauth Dey, to which Mr. Cockerell has satis- 
factorily shown that he gave all proper care and attention when dispos- 
ing of it judicially. But the result of the whole affair is that, apart 
from the sworn evidence in the case, it seems clear, from the report of 
the Naib Darogah after personal inquiry on the spot, and from what Mr. 
Deputy Magistrate Howell afterwards observed when he visited the 
village in question, that outrages such as were the subject of complaint, 
which were of a violent and very public character, impossible to bo really 
concealed, were committed by some people or other ; and it is certain 
that no one has been or ever will be punished for them. For such a result 
no credit can be claimed by the Magisterial Authorities of the District 
at the head of which was Mr. Cockerell. 

3. Such acts as above referred to, I am desired to observe, are not 
committed without its b^ing perfectly known by every villager on whose 
part they are committed ; otherwise there would be no motive for the 
acts. No one Mill suppose that the Police do not know what every one 
else knows ; a single case, it is true, in itself proves nothing ; but pre- 
suming it not to be really doubtful on whose part the open outrages in 
question were committed, it must be held that, as far as a single case 
can go, the fact of an open outrage of this sort, though formally com- 
plained of, passing over with absolute impunity, does tend to support the 
complaint of the petitioners that in this class of cases the Ryots have 
not been duly protected by the public Authorities. 

4. The denial of Mr. Howell that he recomrnendqiJ a compromise of 
the case of Okhil Chunder Biswas, is considered by the Lieutenant Go- 
vernor to be perfectly satisfactory on that point ; though considering the 
nature of the charge, and the languid and dilatory manner in which it 
was dealt will), it is not surprising that the complainant should have got 
an impression that he was expected to compromise. In all other points, 
however, both in respect of Mr. HowelPs dealing with the case and of 
the Magistrate losing sight of a case of such a nature, the original opinion 
formed by the Lieutenant-Governor of the case of Okhil Chunder Biswas, 
ais derived from your report of the 9th September last, remains unshaken. 

5. ' The r|paining cases noticed in your report above referred to^ have 
not been touched upon in Mr. Cockereirs letter. 
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6. The Lieutenant-Governor accepts with much satisfaction Mr. 
(h*ote\s assurance that no general feeling exists in Nuddea that the people 
do not in some cases get real protection ; although it is not the less 
certain tliat some persons either have or pretend to have such a feeling. 
It may also be observed tliat it was only in tlie District of Nuddea that 
any petitions sucli as those out of which this correspondence has arisen, 
were received during the late tour. Much importance, however, is at* 
tached by the Lieutenant-Governor to Mr. Grote^s remark on the effect 
of entrusting the Police of a Tliaunah to a person deeply engaged in 
mercantile concerns in that Thaunah. 

7. In conclusion, I am desired to add that although the impression 
originally made upon the mind of the Lieutenant-Governor by the com- 
plaints of the petitioners^ in connection witli your report upon them, has 
not been atrected by Mr. CockerelPs explanation, the Lieutenant -Go- 
vernor attaches duo weight to Mr. G rote's general testimony in favor of 
that Olllcer, whose effieicney and zeal in tlie pu'formjince of his duties 
generally the Lieutenant-Governor has never doubted. 


From ] I. M. Reid, Es(^, Olfieiatiiig Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, 
to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. IGCCt., dated 
the 13tli December 1859.^ 

Si a, 

In continuation of Mr. Commissioner Grote^s letter No. 151, 
dated the 19th viltimo, 1 have the honor to submit copy of a letter dated 
the ISth idem, containing Mr. Deputy Magistrate IIowolFs explanation 
on the subjects referred to in your letter No. 6121, dated the 23rd 
October last. 


2. In the 2nd to 5th paragraphs of his letter Mr. Howell enters 

into an explanation of the circumstances 

3nl paraffrapli of Governmont U'tter. , i • i ii j? e ^ 

' 7th and sth rarnirraphs of otiidat- uiidet which the case of Sreemont 
i«gCou.mi™oue.'. Uttar. referred to ar- 

bitration, and of the subsequent delay which occurred in disposing 
of the case on the failure of the arbitration proceedings, Mr. Howell's 
defence amounts to this, viz. that the arbitration proceedings were 
ha I recourse to, not at his instance, but at the request of the |>attic» 
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concerned, and that there was no unnecessary delay in his subsequent 
conduct of* the case. 1 am of opinion that the Deputy Magistrate 
committed an error of judgment in allowing the parties to arbitrate 
the case through the medium of the Court, even although they them- 
selves requested it to be so dealt with, and he was the more wrong in 
having done so when the case was made over to him, not for linal 
decision, hut, as explained by the ^lagistratc Mr. Cockerell, merely for 
report. The explanation about tlie delay which occurred in the sib- 
sequent disposal# of tlie ease cannot, in my opinion, be regarded as 
satisfactory. 

3. Mr. Howell, in the Gib to 11th paragraphs of his letter, explains 

his conduct regarding the ease of Okhil 

Cliimder Biswas, and states liis reasons 

9thto uth i)iy.yapUsofOffick^^^^ fov not having insisted on the comnlaiu- 

Couiimssioiier 8 letter. ... ^ 

ant exhibiting the marks alleged to be 
borne on his person. Mj*. Howell further denies that he ever directly 
or indirectly recommended the complainant to compromise the case ; 
and he further offers explanation of the delay which occurred in the 
case being disposed of. 

4. I am of opinion that Mr. Iloweirs explanation on the first 
point can scarcely be regarded as sufficient, in the absence of any memo- 
randum on the record of his having carefully, in the first instance, 
examined the complainant’s legs and arms and the rest of his body, and 
having found no marks of any beating upon iliern. Such a memoran- 
dum is usually recorded in cases of the like description, and it would 
have been satisfactory had one been recorded in the present case. Mr. 
Howell’s emphatic denial of his having ever advised a compromise in 
this case is, I consider, quite satisfactory, and there is nothing on the 
record to show that he r ecommended one. There seems, I would 
remark, to have been some misapprehension on the part of Govern- 
ment regarding this point {vide concluding part of your 4th paragraph). 
It will be found, on referring to that portion of my letter which has 
reference to this case, that the assertion that Mr. IIowcll had ordered 
it to be compromised was made by the petitioners in their petition 
to the Lieutenant-Governor, and that, in summing up the real facts 
of the ease, as shown by the record, I did not make any alliisiou to the 
compromise/ wdxich I should of course have done had it been apparent 
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from the record that Mr. Howell had directed one to be made. Mr. 
Ilowell’s explanation regarding the delay which has occurred in the 
disposal of this case is not, in my opinion, satisfactory. 

5. With advertence to your 13th paragraph, I would beg to 
observe that, although Mr, Howeirs proceedings in the cases under 
report evince some want of judgment and unnecessary delay, yet that 
I am not prepared to recommend to Government, until I have seen 
Bometliing more of his work, such an extreme measure as taking from 
him tlic special powers with which he has recently beem invested, I pro- 
pose reporting further on the subject shortly. In the mean time it is 
my opinion that Mr. Howell should not at present be posted to the 
charge of a Sub-Hivision, nor should his powers be further increased 
until he shall have passed the higher standaixi examination. 

6, I take the opportunity of drawing the attention of Government 
to Mr. Grote^s letter No, loJlCt., dated the 22nd ultimo, in which he 
recommends that Mr. Howell should be transferred to the District of 
llungpore, to which he originally stood appointed, the number of Deputy 
Magistrates and Deputy Collectors at Nuddea being larger than re- 
quisite. 

7, With advertence to your 14th paragraph, the instructions 
contained in which have been duly communicated to the Magistrate, I 
have to report that the cases of Sreemont Haidar and Okhil Chunder 
Turufdar are still undisposed of, owing, as the Officiating Magistrate 
reports, to the non-attendance of the parties. 

8. I find further, on referring to the record of the case of Ram 
Coomar Biswas, that the missing man, Seetnl Tq^^ufdar, who is alluded 
to in the 12th and 13th paragraphs of my letter of 9th September 
last, is reported by the Police Darogah to have been carried away in a 
wounded state to the Factory of Lindooree, in the District of Jessore, 
and *there to have died of epilepsy. The present Magistrate, Mr. 
Drummond, has been instructed to make a thorough investigation into 
this very grave assertion, and the Magistrate of Jessore has been 
directed to afford him every possible aid in elucidating the real facts of 
the ease, 

9. The Nuddea Magistrate has further been instructed to give 
his best attention to the early and careful disposal of the above two 
oases referred to. 
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T^reniorandum from L. TJ. Tottenham, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Nmidea, 
»— (No. 280, dated the 19th November 1859.) 

Forwarhkb to the Commissioner of Circuit, Nuddea Division, with 
reference to his Office Memorandum No. IGlCt., dated the 2iul instant. 


From J. E. Howell, Esq., Deputy Magistrate of Nuddea, to L. R. Totten- 
ham, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Nuddea, — (datcMl the ISth Novem- 
ber 1859.) 


Sir, 


T HAVE the honor to actnowledge the receipt of your Office 
Memorandum, No. 2GG, dated Gth instant, forwarding Government letter 
No. 6124. In reply I heg most respectfully to state, that I cannot help 
* Srenmont Halckr and regretting that the Officiating Commissioner 


Okliil Chuncler Biswas* 


should have taken so unfavorable a view of 
my proceedings in the two cases*^ made over 


to me for report. 

2. Adverting to the 3rd paragraph of the Secretary’s letter, I 
beg to observe that, after I had gone over the papers of Sreemont Hai- 
dar’s case, I resolved on going to the spot, tliat I miglit satisfy rnysolf 
whether the injury complained of by the plain iiflMias been really sus- 
tained by him or not, or to what extent. 

3. On my arrival on the spot, in village Colinga, I was surprised 
to find everything in good order, and to all appearance as if no injury 
w hatever had been sustained by the complainant ; and when asked to 
point out the injuriH complained of, I found that he could not do so. 
The petitioner must have imagined that there would have been no actual 
inquiry on the spot, but simply that he would have been called upon to 
adduce proof by witnesses alone, and was quite unprepared for an inquiry 
on the spot, for he had stated in his petition that his houses had 'been 
forcibly entered, and the whole of his movable property and grain plun- 
dered and carried off by Mr. White and his servants, and wffiat could not 
be removed, destroyed or greatly damaged. While on the spot the pro- 
perty seemed not to have sustained any injury whatever. I also recollect 
that he had admitted, when cross-questioned, that he had sold a good 
portion of his grain in the Bunguljhee Bazar, while he stated that he had 
been plundered of the whole by iMr. White and his servants. 
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4. The plaintiir perceiving' tliat be was quite unable to prove on the 
spot the circumstances alleged in his complaint, be now begged to be 
allowed, with Mr. White’s consent, to put the case into arbitration ; and 
as I considered that the case would be best settled in this manner, if 
both parties w(‘re willing to this mode of settlement, I told the plaintiff 
that, if he obtained Mr. White’s consent (for he had made Mr. White 
the defendant in the case), and that if both parties, by separate petitions, 
expressiid their willingness to a settlement of the ease in this manner, I 
would not object to it. But I distinctly affirm, that the suggestion to 
subject the case to arbitration did not emanate from me, but from the 
plaintiff himself, and I only agreed to it on the expressed wish of both 
parties. Both parties having agreed to this mode of adjustment, the 
case was made over to arbitrators, and a reasonable time allowed them 


to dispose of the case, on the expiration of which period the arbitrators 
apjdied for a farther extension of time; to enable them to settle the case 
lime was granted them. In the meanwhile the Lieutenant-Governor 
arrived, and the plaintiffs having presented a petition to him, the arbi- 
trators came forward and returned the case to the Court, now for tlic 
first time (after they had had the case nearly a month), stating that they 
could not dispose of the ease, as Mr. AVhite, the defendant in the case, 
so long allowed to ho as such, was not the real defendant. I leave you 
to judge whether it required them a month to find this out ? or was this 
merely an excuse to get rid of the case ? 

5. On the case being received into Court, I ordered that it should be 
forthwith proceeded on without any further delay. At this stage of the 
proceedings the Magistrate called for the case, and forwarded it to the 
Officiating Commissioner, with his remarks and rejfert, since when it has 
not been returned to my file. 

G. In reply to the itli and lOtli paragraphs of the Secretary’s letter, 
referring to Okhil Chunder Biswas’ case, I beg most respectfully to 
urge' that 1 cannot perceive how the Officiating* Commissioner assumes 
from the proceedings that I suggested a compromise, or that the case 
has sprung out of an attempt to force Indigo advances on the plaintiff by 


♦ Vid^ depoeitions of Okliil Chunder IMs- 
18 . 

Vide Depositions of Bepin Beharry Biswas. 
iSvideuoe of witnesses. 


the defendant, for I cannot see that 
this view of the case can be received 
from any of the papers on the file.* 


IIow, then, the Officiating Commis- 


sioner arrived at this conclusion I am at a loss to imagine. 
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7. I inicnlionjilly took a long time in ilic oonsidoraiiou of tliis ease, 

because I deemed it one of a grave nature, and wished to give the 
])biintifr every means in his power to substantiate his plaint. The 
witnesses he brought in the first instance I did not consider as trust- 
worthy, for tliey were nearly all discharged servants of the Factory, and 
their evidence is full of disore])ancies ; and, in cross-cpiestioning them, 
somo have so contradicted themselves as to have destroyed their own 
testimony, and others did not await cross-questioning, but absented 
themselves. Plaintiff perceiving this begged to be allowed to put in 
another list of witnesses, who lie said were Mr. Whitens servants, but 
rcHpecttible who saw the ill-treatment being inflicted on him. 

Desirous to let him substantiate his case, I ordered a summons to be sent 
in the usual manner, accompanied by an English letter to the employer to 
])rr>{liice the parties named by the plaintiff. On liearing this, the jdain- 
tiff, Okhil Chundcr Biswas, objected to the mode adopted, stating that 
if Mr. White became aware of the circumstance, he would tamper with 
llio witnesses before they came into Court. He wanted them to be 
summoned through the Darogah, Had Okliil Chnnder Biswas ' not 
oljectcd to their being summoned in the manner generally adopte<l in 
calling in the stnwants of employers, and liad the employer failed to 
attend to the requisition of the Court, the plaintiff would have had the 
IrMK'Ilt of this refractory disposition shown in not attending to the 
C^aivi’f? process, but he would not have Ibis. 

8. Plaintiff states that he was tied up to a puller, and beaten most 
untneiaa fully by the dcfcmdant wii li a stirnip-lcather. 

9. Wii-h respect to this (urciimstance 1 beg* to state, that on his 
ay>pearing before mo I Carefully examined his arms, buck, s(iat, Uiiglis, hut 
found HO mtirks, I examined his arms more particularly, as I imagined 
that, if he had been flogged as he stated, his attempts to i*elease himself 
in his struggles would have left some marks of the rope ties, while those 
from a piece of Icathef* might have been obliterated between the t*irne 
the injury was said to have been iiiHicted and his appearance before the 
Court (one month), while’ the chances were that some marks on the skin 
from the rope fastening might be still visible. But I beg to add that 
no mark whatever was visible to my examination. After this careful 
examination I again asked the plaintiff how it was that he could not 
show a single mark, after lie had received so severe a beating as he 
represented, to which he gave the response on record. 


35 
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lU. Had tlie man been so severely beaten as he said, it is llkoly 
llierc would have been marks over his person^ and not only in one place, 
as lie asserted. Had the mark been of any consequence it would have 
been visible through the very gaujie-like cloth that his loins were 
wrapped in. A beating given under the struggles of the party on 
whom it was inflicted could not have been laid on only in one place, 
but must have been laid on over the whole seat, which I inspected, 
and not only in one invisible part that the man from shame could not 
expose. It must be borne in mind that the plaintiff came into Coinl 
a full mouth (or more) after the heating, and wounds from a strap of 
leather, however seVerc, had full time to heal within this period. I 
considered the charge of a grave nature, and was desirous to give the 
man every chance in my power to adduce proof, which caused the delay 
in disposing of the case. Had I not been impelled by this motive, I 
should have summarily dismissed the case as not proved by the evidence 
adduced. 

'll. Lastly, I beg emphatically to deny that in this case I oiilier 
verbally, or by written ordei*, recommended or even suggested a com- 
promise. There is nothing in the proceedings from wliieli it can be 
inferred that I did so, and the Petitioner's assertion in this respecjt is 
entirely false, 

12. From the explanations given relative tor the cases alluded to in 
the 3rcl, 4ih and 1 0th paragraphs of tlie Secretary^s letter, I trust that 
His Honor tlic Lieutenant-Governor and the Commissioner will sec? 
that every facility was allowed the plaintiffs to prove their cases, in order 
that their grievances might be redressed. 

13. I beg most respectfully to draw 
No. o3, dated 2i.th August 1869. attention to thc Magistrate's report on 

those cases. 


11, I further beg most respectfully to refer to thc opinions enter- 
tained and expressed of me in the 
30 th Juiy^mS. reports to the Officiating Commissioner, 

noted in the margin, formed no doubt 
from my general conduct, and from 
the manner in which I had conducted my duties under them, my late 
immediate superiors, Mr. Belli and Mr. Cockerell. 

15, And that I have not slackened in my efforts, or in energy, 
ability and zeal in tiro discharge of my duties now, I most respectfully 
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appeal to my present immediate supc- 
Messrs*WoodcocVan.lToitcnbam. Collector and Officiating 

ISIagistratc, who, I have no doubt, will respectively testify to the man- 
ner in wliich 1 attend to the performance of ray present duties. 


From E. II. Lusiiington, Esq,, Officiating Secretary to the Government of 
Bcngiil, to the Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — 
(No. 135, dated the 21st January I860,) 

Sill, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the rcceij^ of your letter No. 
lOGCt., dated tlie 13th ultimo, submitting, with remarks, the cxjdanatioii 
recpiired from Mr. Deputy Magistrate Howell, regarding his proceedings 
in tlie cases of oppression said to be practised by Mr. White of the 
Eansberriah Indigo Factory. 

2. In reply I am desired to intimate, that the Lieutenant-Governor 
agrees in the view taken by you in regard to the compromise point, and 
Mr, IIowelFs explanation is quite satisfactory; but the delay, considering 
the nature of the charges, whether true or false, is not. Mr. Howell, 
the Lieutenant-Governor doubts not, will avoid such an error in future. 

3. M4’. Howell will hereafter bo transferred to some District where 
there is more need of a Deputy Magistrate. At present tlie Lieutenant- 
Go veimor refrains from acting on Mr. G rote’s suggestion for his transfer 
to the District of Rungporc, lest it should appear that the fault found 
with liis proceedings in Nuddea has been more serious than it really is. 


From A. Grotk, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to tho 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 5, dated the 29th 
March 1860.) 

Sill, 

In continuation of my predecessor Mr. Reid’s letter of the 
13th December last, No. IGGCt., I have the honor to annex copy of 
the late Magistrate of Nuddea Mr. Drummond’s decision in the case 
of Okhil Clmnder Biswas. 

3. The of Seetul Turufdar is still pending. No trace of the 
missing man has yet been found, and that of Sreemuut Haidar has 
been compromised. 
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Bccptn Bvihuny Biswas. — My uncle was cleA'ndant’s Tus-seoldav of 

Duklnnpavah, &c. ITc was dismissed. 
He came to Joypore 'villaj^e to carry 
on liis affairs. On ilie 9th Bysaclc, 
while sitting in Omesli Mookerjoa’s 
house, six or seven lattiuls came and 
carried him off. I know defendants, 
and he pointed out my uncle. Don’t know where lie is. 1 was sitting 
near him. IJis name is Okhll Biswas. • The lattials told me that Mr. 
AYhitc gave the order. (The neighbours are respectable, but they arc 


I T orocluindor f ibose. 

Mr. W, Whito. 

Vefauhinf , — Defendant was aOmnashta, 
and was dis»niss('d ; did not f?ive his 
and has In'uught tins false, eoniplaml, its 
the Suluih was going to eoiiiplaiu agaiusit 
hint. 

Defendant 2 denies. 


defendant’s Ryots.) 

Modi/ Sheikh. — I and Rodim were going to llematpore to bny cows. 
IMot Okhil and the lattials, and asked him, wliere are you going ? kc,. 
(Not very credible.) 

Modmoodun. — On the 10th, two dond bela, tlicy took him to tlie 
South of the Saheb’s house, tied bis hands, and the Salieb boat liim 
with a stirrup-leather. Ooraesh Chundro and Ilolodhnr Ghose Dcwaii 
were there ; tlicy said wash him. 1 got my juwab four dn>'s afler. 

M()c:dfU’it> Nlkaree. — I and Oolab, going to buy mangoes, met l‘our 
or live latfials. Same as Mody Sheikh. 

Go^fth Sirdar^ sitting near Okhil Biswas; he was taken awayl 

Gldill Chandra Biswas. — I was formerly Gomaslita of Dukli^parali. 
Mr. White told me often to bully the Ryots, and dismissed me in Asliar 
because I would not. Ta Bysack I was in Joypoi’e on my own affairs. 
On the 0th I went to tlio Saheh’s Mai Gornashta there ; just then 
d(dbndani Oomesh Ghose, Okliil Ghose, Gadey vShelkh, throe others. 
Defendant said, Do yon obey the Salieb? They took me to the Cutcherry ; 
(my nephew, plaintiff, was there.) Oomesh Chundro, Superintendent, said, 
have you brought the 300 Rupees? I was unwilling to give a fine. 
Ramoshur Bagdi, &c. beat me. Wanted five Rupees a day ? Next day 
defendant gave order. Ramesbur Bagdi, &c., took mo to the South 
Verandah, beat me with a stirrup leather. Then the Salieb send me to 
Gacha Factory to Issur Mittcr. I was beaten well. I remained two days 
at Puleanpove, in a Polatokce Bagdee’s house, in Madary Sheikh’s jiimina. 
Then three days in Boidoiuiuth Sirdar’s house. Then I went five days 
to Tarachand Paik’s house at Pocpragalchee. Then to Got%adhur Biswas’ 
house. Next day was taken back to Bansberriali, one day there; again 
for seven clays at Boidnalh’s house. Then one day in Tchooleah Sheikh’s 
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at Gaicha. Then seven da^ s in ilie Kbooiy there. Three da \ s .at jNEohot- 
]> )re Khooiy. On the 5lh of this month I run away from lliere in a 
dark ni^hi. Have got marks of beating; can’t show tliein. 

OouichIi Chundro Rot/. — Saw Okliil in Tara ChaiuVs house at 
Pecpragatchcc. Had gone to look for a cow. Lattials were there. 

Bolihmanlh Dohs. — Do. Do. — Oiubiea Churn Biswas was a Mohurir at 
Bansltarriah. Ditto at the Factory. 

Ilkhoy Cliundrowns a go(iown Moluim*. Saw Okhil there. 

T (‘onsider that the evidence' recorded above clearly proves that 
llnroeliunder (Jhose, the defendant, was one of tlioso who carried off tlie 
])laintill‘ Okhil. There are no discrepancies, and put faith in OkhiPs 
story. I am sorry that llie part relating to his being taken to Bans- 
herriah, and ])eing beaten by ]\Tr. William White, is not better ])rovecl. 
I cannot put faitli on llic evidence of Modoosoodun, a dismissed ser- 
vant of While’s ; and without that there is not enough to convict White, 
altlieuglv I cannot lielp lliinking him guilty. The defendant Iloru- 
clmnder deni(‘s the charge, but fails to clear himself. Jle is the ])riii- 
(*ipal oUeiidcu* in this outrage, and I think is deserving of a very seven? 
j>unisiiment, in order to j)ut a slop to this sort of conduct of White’s 
by making his instruments sec that they will bo punished. T atn sony 
tlu'i’o is not enough to punisli Wliite upon, hut 1 must order him to h(j 
r(‘le;ihed. The dereiuiant Tlonxdiunder will be imprisoned for sis. 
mouths, and pay a line of lifty liupecs, or labor. 

(Signed) F. Drumaioxd, 

Maf/Ulrat(\ 

Dccehiber 1 S 51 ). 


Fj'Oiii A. Iv. You NO, Fs(^, Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Coniini^-sioner of the >Juddea Division, — (No. ItlO, dated the 2iid 
April 18C0,) 

Sir, 

1 AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 6, 
dated the 20th ultimo, enclosing a copy of the late Alagistrate of 
Niiddea Mr, Drummond’s decibion in the ease of Okhil Chunder Disw^as, 
and in reply to inform you that, in the opinion of the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor, it is a cle|^rly substantiated case of the class, known to he so com- 
mon, of kidnapping and lengthened false imprisonment^ in difleront places. 

2. It is much to he regretted that thcjirineipal party, in whose interest 
the offenee w^as committed, has escaped all punishment. For it is impos- 
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Fiblo to sup))osc that the prisoner sentenced committed the outrage on 
his own account. 

3. I am desired to request that you will be so good as to forward to 
this Office another copy, more carefully written, of Mr. Drummond^s 
decision, as the one sent by you is full of clerical errors. 


From A. Grote, Esq., Commissioqpr of the Nuddea Division, to the vSccretaiy 

to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 63Ct., dated the 6th March 18G0.) 

Sir, 

I BEG to lay before Ilis Honor the Lieutenant-Governor copy 
of a letter No. Gt, dated 25th ultimo, from the Officiating Magistrate of 
Nuddea. 

2. In reply I enquired whether Bishto Ghose had himself been eon- 
corned in Sectul Turufdar’s case, and what might be the general 
character of the evidence which he professed himself ready to give. I 
find now that ho was not concerned in the above case, but that he was at 
the Bansberreah Factory when Scetul Turufdar was taken there. This 
much he admits, but he will say nothing more till ho is assured of 
pardon. 

3. Mr. Herschel repeats his recommendation, and expresses a hope 
that no legal objection may interfere with its being complied with. By 
doing so we arc laying ourselves open to bo duped, and but little weight 
can attach to a statement tendered under siieh circumstances. Unless 
Bishto G hose’s story is one that admits of being proved by the evidence 
of other disinterested witnesses, we shall not gain much by listening to it. 

4. T would tell Bishto Ghose that if, on the information which he 
gives us, the offence of kidnapping Sectul Turufdar is brought home to 
conviction, a report for his enlargement from Jail, under his present sen- 
tence, will be submitted for the favorable consideration of Government. 


From W. J. Heuschetj, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Nuddea, to the Com- 
missioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 64, dated the 25th February 1860 ) 

Sir, 

I HA.VE the honor to report that Bishto Ghose, the Jemadar of 
Lattials in Mr. White’s Factory of Bansberreah, \vho was summoned in 
the Bansbcrreali case (in which Mr. White was punished), has appeared 
and given his defence. lie has been convicted of the crime, and 
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(Sentenced to six monllis^ imprisonment^ the same puinslinicnl as 

was assigned to others of similar gnilt. 

Previous to tlie deeislon the plaintiffs had put in a razcenamali in 
the case, Bishto Ghose having offered to give impoitant evidonee in the 
case of Sectul Tiirufdar, if allowed to go free in this case. !Mr. Drum- 
mond rejected the razeeimmah. I have now the honor to reqiu'.st that 
an application he made^ with all practicable speed, to Government, for a 
conditional jiardon to the prisoner, the condition being that he should 
give full evidence in ihc case of Beetul Turufdar. 


Prom LoTiT) If. lb Btoavne, thuler-F?ec*rctary to tlu' Oovernment of Bengal, 
to the Commissioner of ilio Nuddea Division, — (No. 929, dated the 14tl» 
March 18G0.) 

Sia, 

T AM directed to acknowledge the receijit of your lei lor No. OG, 
dated the Gth instant, and in reply to inform you that the Lieutenant- 
Governor is pleased to give a promise of pardon to the j)risoiior Bislilo 
Ghose, on the (condition that he gives full, true and material eviilenei? 
in the case of Sectul TunifJar, 



No. III. 

t^roin J. PoJiLoya, Esq., Indi^^o Planter, to E. II. Lushttstoton, Esq., Ofii- 
fiatinj^ Sec.Tciary 1o the Government of Bengal, — (dated the 2l?ih 
November 1850.} 

My dear Sir, 

TiiE eiudosed correspondence will duly reach the IloiPlde 
the Lieutenant-Governor through the usual clianntd of the Com- 
missioner and tlie Magistrate of this District. As I am anxious, how- 
ever, that the letters sliould come without delaj^ under the Lieutenant- 
Governor’s notice, may J beg you will he good enough to hand them to 
liim, and also acrpiaint yourself with the same. I feel assured that tlio 
loiters addressed to the M.‘igistrate and to the Reverend Mr. Rlumhardt 
will meet with Mr. Grant’s approval. A most extraordinary impression 
has gone abroad tluit Mr. Grant is extremely liostile to Indigo Planters, 
and has a desire to put a stop to I’laiiting altogether. tIus 1 kno\v is a 
mere idle talc, insidiously circulated among the people, but still, most 
strange to say, it is among the Ryots very wi<lely credited. 

In this country, and especially in an Indigo District, an Ihiglisliman 
comas in collision with petty interests altogotlier oppoml to European 
enterprise ; every ellbrt is made to place him in a false position, and 
Ryots often set up to iissumc independent action jigainst him, wlio 
know not^ the meaning of the terms, and who are little better than slaves 
to their Mahajuns. At present, from the higli price of everything, the 
necessaries of life are procured with dilliculty by the ma.ss of tlic people, 
and a small Talookdar or Maliajun, who supplies the Ryots with food, 
sometimes compels them to act against the Planter, whose crop inter- 
feres with others they wish the Ryot to grow, at a rate certainly to the 
Ryot not more remunerative than Indigo, however advantageous such 
crops may be to themselves. 

is no instance of late years of any largo Zemindar in this Dis- 
trict ‘quarrelling with a Planter, and in every case where opposition to 
the iP^anter arises it is to he traced to the middleman or Maliajun, who 
is in the habit of s\ipplying the Ryot with food at rates almost incre- 
dibly usurious, and who, under the pretence of releasing the Ryot from 
subjection to the Planter, has only the wish to place him more under his 
own. There are evils and annoyances connected with Planting of which 
I am quite aware, and which arc much to be regretted, but they arise 
from causes not to be overcome by any skill or even liberality on the 
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part of tlio riaiilcrs, und wliich, in the present stale of edncaiion and 
morals ainon^ the aj^ricultural population, are utterly hoyond his 
control. 

t arn certain, and that after long years of experl.'‘.iiee, that the result 
of ail impiiry nunle by the Lieutenant-Governor would show that the 
condition and general comfort of the Kyots in any large Indigo Dis- 
trict much exceeded what the same class possessed in any District in 
which Indigo Planting, or any sort of enterprise making the settlement 
of Europeans in the District necessary, wore unknown. 

I trust the Lieutonani-Governor will kindly excuse my troubling him 
as I now do. 

From J. FoiiuoTsa, Esq., Indigo Planter, to L. K. Toticmi \m, Esq., MagU- 
trate of Zillah Niiddca, — (dated tlie 2drd November ISoO ) 

Sir, 

I BEG to send you copies of cerlain letters T have just sent to 
ilie Reverend ]\Ir. Rlurnhardt, the senior ^Missionary in this District, 
^i'hc letters will, I think, prove to you how anxious 1 aTu, and have 
always been, to see justi(te done to every llvut connected with the largo 
property under my charge. 

In my letter of the 7th I mentioned my anxiety to redress any wrongs 
the Pathurgatha village Ryots had to coin[)lain of, but what I said tlien, 
as to tlio Ryots being under llic iiiflueuce ol‘ people who had no de.^ire 
they should come to me, has turned out (piite correct. The j)eople in 
question have merely a desire to use the Ryots for a. time \ o forward 
their own selfish views, and create mischief between them and myself as 
their landlord, thinking that by doing so money would find its way into 
their hands. Nu/.zimooddeen Sheikh, a dismissinl Jail Darogah, and now 
a Mookiear, has had much to do in the way of misleading these Ryots. 
De is known to be a man of tlie worst character, and is always plotting 
mischief for the purpose of getting ca.ses, no matter how disreputable, 
placed under his management. I need not comment upon IMr. 13om- 
vvetselFs conduct, for my letter to Mr. Rlumhardt says enough upon this 
subject. 

As I hear the Ryots accompanied by Nuzzimooddeen, acting also 
under the advice of Mr. Bomvvetscb, have gone either to Mr. Reid, the 
Commissioner, or with a view of appealing direct to the Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor, may I beg you wdll be good enough to forward to the C'ommis- 
sioner copies of the letters 1 now send you, also copy of my letter to you 

db 
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i]i(j Till current, ami at llie same lime solicit the Commissioner to 
forward the loiters to the Socreiary to the Govcnimeiit of Bciig^al, I'or 
the perusal of tlie Ilondde the Lieuieiiaiii- Governor, who I feel assured 
will approve the spirit the letters display. 

Mr. Grant’s name is now bein<^ used hy some designin£y men for the 
purpose of creatinij;’ mischief between Planters and Ryots. lam quite 
aware how na’ossly unjust this is to Mr. Grant, and that no man could 
more resoluU*ly desire to lie strictly just and impiirtial than he wishes to 
be ; but the act shows what inisehievons selieines are in operation, when 
the name of one holding his higli position can be used in the unscrupu- 
lous way it is. In fact only yesterday, a g*entleman who manages largo 
/emindaries, and who has nothing to do with Indigo, told me that re- 
eimtly some hundreds of Ryots have asked him if it was the Lieutenant- 
Governor’s order that tliey were not to cultivate any more Indigo, a talc 
which lias been most insidiously sent abroad, and among a strangely cre- 
dulous people, easily believed. 

From J. Foklonu, Fso-, Indigo I’l inicr, to the Ricvn. C. 11. JU^UAtii aiidt, 
Ki^hiKigiiur, — (dated the 21si November 1859.) 

My imAU ]Mii. Blikuiiakut, 

As the stmior Tdissionary in this important Missionary District^ 
I beg to bring the followdiig matters under your consideration. 

Immediately after ]\lr. Ilalliday’s visit in May 1S5S, 1 wrote Mr. 
SchuiT two letters, dat(;d the 19th and 2 Itli of that month, eo])ies of 
which 1 enclose, for the purpose of showing him, and also the other Mis- 
sionavies in this District, tlio feelings which animated me towards them 
and their duties, and also my desire to heal discord that had existed, and 
iny anxiety at the same time to secure their co-operation in the way of 
preventing the slightest lutt of iiusconJiict on the part of any Factory 
servant, by their reporting it to me, should the same at any time come 
under their notice. 

1 am not aware that since the time I wrote the letters enclosed, any- 
thing has arisen in the least calculated to sliow that my feelings have in 
any way changed, or that 1 am less anxious now than I was then to 
see, as far as lay in my jiowcr, justice done to every one ; and but lately, 
you know, when the Bullubpore Mission was in such serious difficulties, 
that the slightest shadow of hostility on my part would have ruined and 
made all the expense and pious ellbrts of years fryiitless, I proved the 
eiacerity of my feelings to the Missions, by discountenancing the Roman 
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(Catholic Clerp^ymnii^ and refusing him eitlior ground to ljuild upon or 
any supi)ort whaiovor. 

AViili such feelings towards the Missions in my neighhoiirluiod, if 
])()ili pained and surprised mo to find the llevorond -Mr. llotnwetsi'l), of 
Sanlipore, displaying sindi Ijittor hostility towards the gentlenuMi neiing 
under mo^ and also towards myself. Mr. B. is in faet making hiinsell* a 
Mooktear, acting as tlie Agent for any discontented Ryot who cliooses 
to go to him; and ho lately got up some serious cliargos against Mr. 
irahhald, all of whieh wore dismissed by the Magistrate. 

You are well aware what a high character Mr. Sih])ald j^ossesscs, and 
that there is not a man in India dis])oscd to l)e move lihorul and just, or 
is there a man more respected hy every one who knows liim. I ar k you^ 
therefore, what you think of Mr. B. taking up cases against siieh a man 
without the ordinary courtesy of commuuiealang with him. 

Y^ou know tliat any communication from ]\Ir. Bomwetseh to !Mr, Sih- 
he.ld would have had the most res])ccifal consideration, and Mr. Sihhald 
would hav<' he(ni glad indeed to have had any miscouduet brought to his 
notice, and would liave instantly redressed it. 

Mr. B. however, not content with the above, is now act ing in a similar 
s])ii‘it will} some discontented Ryots in the village of raiburgatha mar 
JRiitionpore, and has, 1 l^elievc, fi>rg()tten hims(df so tar as to take into 
Ins (ionnsols a man named Nuzzimooddeen Siieikli, a <Hseliarg(Hl Jail 
IJarogab, and now well known as flic most disre]mtable ^looktear Ining- 
ing about the FouzJany Courts at Kishnagbur. .Unmour indeed says 
that be intends sending tbe Ryots to complain to tlie Idcutenant-Co- 
vernor, a measure Unit would have been most pro])ev if they bad failed in 
getting justiee elsewhere, but they Lave never asked it from me, alliiongli 
I have bogged tliem to come and do so. Now, all ibis is very sad eon- 
duet on the part of a Clergyman, and surely I hav(i some reason both to 
be angry and grieved at it. 

I see now no other measure left mo but to request you to forward this 
letter to the Bishop, and point out the impropriety of i\Ir. B/s proceed- 
ings to him ; and also to make him aware that, if a bad feeling due.^ 
arise on the pj\rt of Planters and Factory servants towards the Missions, 
and discord and mischief result in place of the kindly feeling 1 have been 
so anxious to maintain, neither the responsibility nor repronoh will rest 
with mo. I am certain you cannot think me capable of refusing justice 
to any one who comes to me for it, for no one is more anxious than I am 
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to rodresfi wron^M, mid my servants when they merit it. Btit 

wlio]! Ryots do not eoin<» lo me, on the oontrary when they listen to evil 
<*onnsel.s, and pul llnmiselvcs not in the liands of ill e landlord but in 
the hands of a few desi^iiin^ men who wish to use them for a time for 
their o\vn selfisli purposes, what can T do V 

It is vexations that Mr. Bomwotseli should act in a spirit not 
only so unlike the fair, lionest, ojien dealini^ you could expect from a 
Cler;^*yman, but also with such an utter absence of the courtesy of a 
genthunaii. 

J eindose you copy of a letter received not lonp^ aofo from one of the 
most iutelli^^ent Native g-entlemeii in Calcutta, the Editor of the llhuioo 
Fatri<ff^ not for the purpose of induli^ing in any unworldly vanity, but 
simply to show that, if a Native ^rentlemaii thinks fit to address me sueh 
a letter, it can only have arisen from fceling‘s of not a very estimable 
nature that the Reverend ]\[r. Bomwetseh was induced to act towards 
me with tlie Irrci^ular want of courtesy he has displayed. 

From J. FoKL()^ (f, Esq., Indigo Planter, to the Revd. F. SciixjRii, — (dated 

the 10th January 1858.) 

Mv uKAii Mr. SrnrjMi, 

Your kind visit, when Mr. Ilalliday was here, was, I trust, 
only a prelude to the renewal of the intimacy that formerly existed 
between ns. 

Let me ac^ain say if, in tbe heat of the unfortunate controversy whicli 
took place, I expr(\’-sod one word which gave you pain, I greatly regret 
having done so ; and I state this, believe me, in as sincere a spirit as it 
is possible to do. 

To treat any one with a want of eoui'tesy, I think you will do me the 
justice to admit, is not my wont, and 1 am sure it gives me pleasure 
now to free myself from the possible reproach of having used a hasty 
expression in a controversy with a clergyman, by offering the fullest 
atonement in my power, in the event of your thinking I was so to blame. 

Mr, HallidajPs recent visit will, I think, be the means of doing much 
good ; and one most happy result has attended upon it already, in heal- 
ing discord which so unfortunately prevailed. I believe Mr. Halliday^s 
visit to the Missions was a source of much gratification to him* 

In all matters relating to the Mission, where you think I can do any 
good, command my services as you like. 
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You oannot ask anything in which rny sympathies at any rate will not 
he with you ; and in Factory matters, whenever an a(*t ef injustice is 
brought to your notice, please bring it immediately to mine. 

Do not scruple about troubling me, for even should what you bring to 
my notice at any time prove on inquiry incorrect, rest assured 1 have too 
much respect fur the position you occupy as a Clergyman, to feel a shade 
of annoyance at your acting up to what you think a conscientious dis- 
charge of your duty. 

AVliat I say to you 1 e([nally do so to Mr. Jjincke, to whom please 
send this letter with my kindest regards. 

1 intend having the, pleasure of renewing my attendance at the Ben- 
galee service on the Sunday morning, and all 1 can do to give your 
converts confidence in their intercourse with me, and with kind regards 
to Mrs, Sell HIT, helieve me to remain, &c. 

P. 5. — Mr. SchiiiT acknowledged this letter hy a short note, showing 
a very becoming spirit on the part of Mr. Lincke and himself ; hut 
thinking that I owed an apology to some other members of tlie Mission- 
ary body j this remark called for my second letter, which Mr. Schurr 
acknowledged to be all that he could wish. 


FromJ. FonaoNa, Es^, Indigo Planter, to the Rktd. F, Sen uiui,— (dated 
the 24th January 1858.) 

My dkak jNIr. Sciiuan, 

I HAVB just received your kind note of this morning, and I 
acknowledge the paragraph in your former letter (to which you refer) 
did vex me a little. 

I thought, after the frank and unqualified terms of my letter of the 
19th instant to you, that it was unnecessary. However, my wish is so 
sincere to have only the most friendly relations with you, that I heg to 
say that, should any unhappy controversy arise again betwa*en the^Mis- 
sionaries and Planters, and should I interfere at all, I shall do so on 
broad grounds, and take care to avoid the slightest expressions wliicli 
can be construed into a personal allusion by any one of ilxe Missionary 
body. 

In the late to me painful controversy this rule w^as possibly a little 
forgotten ; and feeling that at any rate you might think so, 1 at once, 
on writing to you on the 19th, offered to Mr. Lincke and yourself, as 
my immediate neighbours, the most unreserved^xpression of my regret, 



( 280 ) 


in the event of your I bad been to Idaine. To no one else, 

however, am I at all aware that I owe any apolo}^3^ I cannot retract 
opinions, though I may express and feel regret for having stated them 
too forcibly, or so as to have given to any one unnecessary pain. 

rianters and Missionaries going hand in hand may do much good, 
their misunderstanding each other much evil. 

What we Irave lately seen is enough to make all long more anxiously 
for success to attend upon all JMissionary schemes, and to hind liluro- 
peans of all classes more to oacli other. And to no (dass in India do T 
feel the same respect as to that to which yon belong ; or so heartfelt a 
desire to aid any one of the good men of which it consists in doing what, 
as a Clergyman, he would desire. 

Laymen as well as Clergymen can all do some good in their own little 
circle ; and I have seen sidlicient of life, and known also too dc^oply its 
sorrows, not to feel where good can 1)0 done, how sad it is to sacrifice 
one hour in idle strile in place of devoting it to promoting peace and 
good will. 

Again, with every feeling of respect ])otli to Mr. Liricke and yourself, 
and kindest regards to Mrs. Schurr, believe me, &c. 

r. S, — I go to Kishnaglmr to-movrow for a few days, otherwise it 
would have given me pleasure to have called and seen INIr. Vaughan. 

From J. Forloxg, Esq., Indigo J^lantcr, to L. 11. Tottexuam, Esq., Magis- 
trate of Zillali Nuddea, — ^(dated the 7th November 1859.) 

Sill, 

I AM just favored with your letter of the 3 rd, and have had the 
papers read to me which you have kindly forwarded. The papers l)ear 
the impress of what they contain, having been got up by the iidluence 
of tlie !Mooktear Niizzimooddeen, much more than hy the unbiassed 
fceliifg of the Ilyots. Nuzzimooddeen was at Pathurgatha when the 
Policy held the inquiries to which you refer, and the Ilyots vuere in fact 
, tutored b)' him what to say, his object being to create a quarrel between 
them and the Factory, with the view of the same being profitable to 
himself. Nuzzimooddoen’s statement as to the Ilyots being prevented 
coming to me is quite untrue. On tlie contrary, I have begged the 
Eyots to come and sec me, and it is my earnest desire to redress any 
wrong under which they may possibly labor, and the Ilyots well 
know that T am accessible to them at all times. The Nichindpore 
Head Gomashta, Hurri# Chunder Mookerjee, is also well known to be 
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jihout Ibo most r('spo<*l;i])lv' ivusty servant in this District, and has the 
host possi])lo name with tlie people. 

To prove, howc'Ver, how dt'sirous 1 am to do jusliec to ilio Ryots, it' 
yon would wish to send B.ihoo (ireesh (dmnder Jh)se, l)aro;*:\h, aj^aiu to 
Piitlinrg'iitha, I will 0*0 to llutlonporo Faetory, and the Pyots ean come 
before mo in his prcsenee, when I pled;^e myself to see tliey have the 
most ample justiee done to tliem. 

It is not tl\e Ryots at all wlio are at present dis})osed to j^'ive either 
you or myself trouble, ])ut certain ))arLles wlio make use of them for 
their own selllsh purposes, and u ho think, if they can make any mis- 
cliief bvitwecu tlie Fa^dory and the Ryots, they will prolit in the confu- 
sion that may ensue. 

I am most desirous to prove to the Ryots, tis T have' always shown, 
how rniieh I am tlieir friend, and how msieh I wish to see justicjo done to 
tluan ; but if they will listen to evil counsids, and not eome near me, I 
eamiot redress tlieir coin^daints as 1 would wish. Relieve me I am 
most desiious to bo kind, just, and ('onsiihorate to every Ryot connected 
with the Liro,’e property under my eliari^^ ; and I a n sure a refereuee to 
any oi’youi Native subordinates will eonhrm wliat 1 su}'. 

From Baiioo IIujiris Curxnra IRooickrjeic, to J. Fon^o^’0, Es<i., 
Planter,— ((hitod the lUth March 1859.) 

My dear Sir, 

Extukhir [ircss of business prevont(‘d my rejdyin'^; 
to your very excellent letter earlier. 1 was anxit)us to write to you 
at len^'Lh nj)on the veay ini crest in*;- subject you have touched upon, and 
so was l(jokin:.;' out for more leisure than 1 have for soim' da 3 's had. 

As regards yourself pevsonalh', allow me to add my humble hut sin- 
cere teslimony to that oiven on any side by every class of people wlio 
have known you or hcaid much of you, that no Englirdi g’entlcrnali in 
Bengal stands higher in the cstiinalion of his Native fellow siil5jeots 
than yourself. In private society, when the system of Indigo Planting ' 
in L<nvev Bengal forms the do])ic of , conversation, and tlie conduct of 
Planters is, as is generally the ease, condemned, Mr. -Tames Forlong is 
almost always excepted hv' name, and so even in public discussions in 
which our countrymen take any part. 

It were to bo wished that the generality of your countrymen in India 
felt as you do for us. Tlie position of an English gentleman residing 
in the Mofussil is one iu which his powx'r to do good is great ; his 
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intelligence, and ilie civilization in which he is bred up, enables him io 
(*oiifcr benelits of a nature whicli tlie generality of our eountrymeu, 
including the highest classes, know not how to extend to each other. 
You cannot blame us if we measure your conduct and criticize it by a 
higher standard than we think of testing the conduct of our own 
countrymen hy. It is this principally which, confined with (I confess) 
parly purposes, iliat will ac(‘ouut for the severity of the articles in the 
Hindoo Valnol on Indigo rianting, 

I liave mentioned party j)urposos. You will yourself, I am sure, 
recognize a sign of future improvement in the capacity manifested of 
late l)y some of onr count rymen, though very few of them, and their 
disposition to mix in politics. One cannot interfere, however, in politi- 
cal matters without being more or less a partisan ; aTid I feel sui'C you 
will agree with me, that it is far better to be ji partisan than to be the 
cold apathetic being Bengalees so often are. 

I hope you will allow me sometimes to have the pleasure of hearing 
from you ; for there are many things I would like to address you about 
connected with matters in the Mofussil, and have your valuable 
opinion regarding them. 

From J. 0. Huowx, Esq., Civil and Sessions Judge of Kislninghur, and 
others, to J. Foblong, Esq., Calcutta, — (dated the 30ih April 1853.) 

Deau Sib, 

With reference and in reply to your letter to ns djiled the 
25 th instant, we are happy to have it in our power jointly and indivi- 
dually to bear witness to the exemplary, gentlemanly, and honorable way 
in which you always conducted yourself during tlic period wc have 
known you as a resident Indigo riant er in this District. Some of us 
have witnessed, while others have only heard of the higli estimation in 
which you are held, and the respect entertained for you by all those 
had under your control and authority while you were resident in this 
District. Your constant endeavours to ameliorate the condition of the 
poor and needy that came under your notice are deserving of the 
highest eulogy. 

We regret that the change in your affairs should have deprived us of 
the pleasure of meeting you occasionally at the Station, and we sincerely 
•trust that the commercial engagements you have now enteied into may 
lead to your prosperity and happiness. 

P. 5 . — To my signature attached to the accompanying letter I ctm 
add my individual testimony to the up rightness of Mr. Forlong^li 
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(‘onduei. During the time I hnve been Survc\yor in tlie Niiddeah 
Distrietj I have travelled over, 1 may say, ever}^ village eoiinected with 
Mr. Forlong’s Factories, and 1 can confndenlly say that T never heard 
an European resident in any District so W(3ll and so adeelionately si)oken 
of by tlic highest and lowest Natives. From tlie great Zemindar down 
lo ihe j)Oorest liyot all found equal justice at ]\Ir. Forloag’s hands. I 
am eriabled to state this from conversations 1 have l)ad with all the 
Natives of this District, and often sinee Ids departure 1 have heard 
expressions of regret that IMr. Forlong is no longc'r among tliom. ] 
desire also to add that, in the prosecuilon of the pu))lie duties of the 
Survey, I have met with every assistanee fn)in him, as also liis snbor- 
dinate?3, and I have no recollcetiou of beiiig oldiged lo reiport lo him 
any instance of a refra(dory liyot, or any individual under him, otlering 
any obstruction to the progress of the Government Survey. 

(Signed) iUram Smyth, Ar/i/len/, 

Snpcrhifctideui of /SV 77 ;cy, 


IMenioranduin by J. Foiilono, Esq., Indigo Idunter, — (dated ilie 251li 

November 1859.) 

This letter was sent me when 1 left the Distriid for a hjw 
months in 1S53, and after 1 had resided at Kishnaghiir for sixteen years, 
kee])ing that Concern and Kotgunal under own special cliargc; and 
upon which two properties there was a population of 2,75,000 people, 
1 may say, nearly all more or less united with tiio Factories. 1 tliink 
the letter shows that I am not likely to be harsli to llyots or refuse 
them iu^tice. 

From Mr. John White, Mohubpore Factory, to E. 11. Lusiunoton, Esq., 
Ofliciating Secretary to the Government of Eciigal, - -(dated the 25ih 
Novemher 1859.) 

My beau Sir, 

I HAVE just heard that the Ryots of certain villages in 
my Mohutpore Division have been ordered by tbeir Talookdar, Pnm- 
kisto Pal, to go down to Calcutta to present a petition to His Honor 
the Lieutenaiit-Governor against me, for the purpose of evading their 
engagements of cultivating Indigo, To prevent Ills Honor from 
coming to a hasty conclusion, and issuing orders without first being 
duly informed of the circumstances of the case, I take the liberty of 

37 
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addressing you^ pledging my honor as a gentleman to the truth of what 
I am about to state. There are two brothers who own a number of 
villages in my Indigo concerns, named Praukisto Pal and Nobokisto 
Pal ; these men are in deadly feud with each other, and liave been for 
many years past. 1 had a large tract of land called the Deepur Maut, 
part of which Avas cultivated by the Ryots of each party ; this land was 
much coveled by both, and very lately 1 made an exchange of this 
land with Nobokisto Pal for some ecpiivalent land in return, which 
gave great umbrage to Prankisto Pal, who was most anxious to })ossess 
it. Ho tried all in his power to induce me to make an arrangement 
with him instead of his brother, and failing in this, he became most 
bitterly opposed to me and my Pacluries, forlhdding the Ryots of all his 
villages to sow their October Indigo, which they Avere engaged in at 
the time of this oeeurrence. There was up to this time no bad feeling 
between the Ryols and the Factories, nor does any exist in reality at 
the present moment, in proof of Avhich 1 shall here mention Avhat 
occurred a short time ago. One of tlie Deputy IMagistrates of this 
District was in the neiglihourhood of the vllhiges above alluded to, 
and was rc([uested by the Magistrate to make iii([uiiy of the Ryots if 
they had any com])hiints against the Factory or my Superintendent, 
Mr. Adam Hume Smith, which he did, and got for ansAver tliey had 
none, but were ordered to discontinue sowing, and to hold no further 
intercourse with the Factory, uiuhu* penalty of a lino of 25 Rupees for 
each man. This Avas given in to the Magistrate in a written report 
by the Deputy Magistrate, and can be found in the records of his 
Court. This Talookdar and his son are noAv both under Ijoud for 
Rs. 5,000 to ke(‘p the peace for one year. They have armed men 
continually in their employ to enforce their orders. On a former occa- 
sion, when Mr. E. Trevor was Magistrate of this Districli, he sentenced 
the two brothers to six months^ imprisonment, Avitli fines, for assembling 
lattials, of Avhicli he had ocular demonstration. A reference to the 
Magistrate here Avill confirm all I have stated. I beg you will lay the 
above statement of facts before His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, 
with the concluding observation that there is a strange impression 
abroad in this District that Government are opposed to Indigo Plant- 
ing, and have determined to put a stop to it, and that those who assist 
ill so doing will find favor in their sight. This report has, I think, been 
spread by designing men for their own advantage. 
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IVI oinorajidum. 

Mr. roRLOXG was informed in a clemi-ollieial loiter that the 
Lieutenant-Governor wjis sorry to hear that so unfounded an idea had 
g'ouc abroad as to Ins su])posed hostility to Indigo Planters, his desire 
bein^ to do equal justice to all classes. The Lieutenant-Governor is 
not aware of ever havinj*' done or said anything* whieli if not mis- 
understood would account for such an idea being prevalent. 

Should Mr. Forlong be coming down here, it would give the 
Licuicuant-Governor much pleasure to see him. 


Momoranduni. 

Mn. WuTTE was informed, in a denii-olficial letter, that tbere was 
no danger of the LieutiuKUit-Govcrnor’s coming to any comLision on 
the complaints of the ])e<)ple alluded to upon their mere petitions. In 
such cases either coin])lainanls are referred to the Local Aulhoiities, or a 
ro])ort, after enquiry, is called for from those Authorities. 

It was intimated to Mr. Wliitc, that the Lieutenant-Governor was 
sorry to hoar that there was an impression in his District that the 
Lieutenant-Governor was o])posed to Indigo Planting. TIio Lieiitenant- 
■Governor wishes, as every one else does, the rights of all persons of all 
classes to he respected, and all persons to ho protected from viohnico or 
oiqiression ; and when any ease is hrought to his notice, in whi<‘h he 
thinks it ncc(issary to enforce these princijdes, ha does so without the 
slight (\st, regard to the class of person who may happen to be interested 
in that particular case. Sometimes such oases may have to do with 
Indigo, and sometimes imt. The Lieutenant-Governor does not think 
tliat a point of any conse(p'ieTice. And so lar from being opposed to 
Indigo Planting in general, the Lieutenant-Governor thinks that, if 
conducted on wholesome and sound commercial principles, with due 
regard to the rights of all parties, it must be a great benefit all 
concerned and to the country at large. 



i:o. XIII. 

Fi'oni Lord 11. LI. llnoWNn, Uihlrr-Sci*retary t*> the Ciuvernniont of Bengal, to the 
Eilitor of t]»e Hindoo Valriofy — (No. 73iil, dated the 23rd December 1859 ) 
Sill, 

With referciK^c to the arthde in your issue of lOtli instant, 
headed Indigo Phmting in Nuddea/^ T am directed to inform you that 
the Licutonant-Crovernor will bo much obliged by your communicating 
the names of the persons referred 1o, on whose authority the statements 
in that article were made, to the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, who 
ha.s received instructions to forward their statements to the local 
Authorities at Kislinngliur. 

2. The Lioulenani-Crovonior tru.sts that, for the sake of the interests 
of justlee, tlie parties will not hesitate to communicate full particulars to 
the Commissioner. 

From Lord IT.U.BuowxnJJiuler-Sccretavy to the Govornment of Bengal* to the 
CommissioiuM* of Police, Calcutta, —(No. 73 12, dated the 23rd J)(*een\hcr IvS59.) 

Sir, 

With reference to the aecompanyiiig t"^py of a lett er tliis Jay ad- 
drossodiothe lllditor of tlic Hindoo /V^//vc/,laTri direeied l>y the Taeutenani- 
Governor to request that you will be so good ns to take down the statemmit.s 
of the parties whose names may Ijc <'ommnni(*at(‘d to you by the Editor, and 
forward them to the local iVuthorities at Kisliiiaghur for investigation. 

From the Editor of the Hiudoo Patriot, — (dated the 31st D(‘eemb('r 1850.) 

Thin Editor of the Hindoo Pndriof, has the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of IJndor-Secrel ary Lord II. Ulich Browne’s letter No, 73 Id, 
of the 23rJ instant, and witii reference thereto to state, that he will 
make evtiry endeavour to induce the ]|>arties concerned to appear before 
the (h)mmissionet of Police, Calcutta, for the purpose mentioned. 

The Editor of the Hindoo Vatriot^ however, hegs leave to observe, 
that no statements were made in the article noticed on the writer’s own 
authority, or on that of any one else, tlio paper containing only com- 
ments upon a Government letter which furnished tlie facts. 

From S. Waitchope, Esq., Commissioner of Police, to the Secretary io the 
Government of Bengal,— (No. 3, dated the 5th January 18G0.) 

Sill, 

With reference to your letter No. 73 12, of the 23rd ultimo, 
directing me to take the statements of the parties whose names might 
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l)t‘ coinniunicatod to me l>y the Editor of the Uhuloo Patriot, I have the 
honor to forward eopy of a letter addressed to him ])y me and of his 
reply, sendin<^ me a numher of liy^ots from the Kishnaghur Districl, 
wlio state they had come to Calcutta to seek justice from the oppression 
of certain Tndij^’o Planters in that District. 

Although these Ityots are evidently not the persons on whose 
authority the statements in the issue of the Uhuloo Patriot of the 10th 
December were publislnal, 1 have taken down in writing what they had 
to say, and beg* to enclose their statement for the orders of the HotPble 
tbo Lieutenant-Governor of Bcng;al. 

From S. Wa re hope, Ks<^, Commissioner of Police, to the Editor of Ihc JIuuloo 
Patriot, Bhovvaiiipon*, — (No. 1072, dated the 29th December 1850.) 

Sii?, 

AV ITU refei’cmn) to the letter No. 7311, of tlie 23r(l instant, 
from the IInd(;r-Seeretary to the Goverirment of Bcnj^’al to yom address 
I bav(‘ till* honor to inform yon that if yon will he so j^'ood as to let mo 
hav(‘ tlie names of the' correspondents to whom j'ou reh^r in the artiedo 
headed liKli; 4 ’o Planting* in Nuddea,^^ 1 sliall be ha])py to take tlieir 
statemenls .at any time or ])la.ee wdiich may suit them best, so that they 
may sutler as little inconvenience as possible. 


Bhowanipore, JlnnJoo Patriot Office^ 
Mh Jannary 18G0. 

The Editor of the Hiiidoo Patriot has the honor to acknowledge tlio 
ro('eipt of a l(‘tter dated the 29th ultimo, from the Commissioner of 
Poli(u*, Ckilcutta, and in compliance with tlie request contained therein, 
Ijogs to send some persons concerned in the matter alluded to in the 
articles headed Indigo Planting in Nuddea’’ in tlie recent issues of the 
above jourmiL They are not the identical individuals referred to ill Mr. 
Secretary Lushington^s letter No. G12'l, of the 23rd October last, to the 
address of the Coram issioiicr of Nuddea, but they will probably be able 
to tlirow some liglit on the cases treated of in the letter. 

Other individuals interested in those inquiries accompany, Avhom the 
Commissioner of Police, if he thinks fit, may examine. The Editor of 
\X\{i Uiudoo understands that Umbiea Churn Biswas and Okhil 

('IhuuJer BiswTis nam(id in Mr. Secretary Lushlngtuu’s letter are some-- 
where in llatkhola in Calcutta. 
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Deposition of SiiinKii ICiiosal ]\Ilr^n)OL. 

Till;: information of Slieikli Khosal Muiidol of Patorg'liatta Gobiiulo])ov(^, 
lakon upon fe^olemn aflinnation l>y me S. Waucliope, Es([., one of Tier 
Majesty’s Justices of the Peace, in and for the town of (kdeutta; at Fort 
Wiliiam in JJenga], tite fifth day of January ISOf), wIkj, on solemn 
alTirmation, saith : I live in the village of Patorghatta, Thannali 
llatiea, Zillali Kishnaghur. Our village is a very long distance (ten Or 
twelve ('os^) from llaiiskhallce, and what has taken place there we knoAV 
not anything of our own knowledge. 1 know nothing of Scctul Turuf- 
dar or what has hecome of him. 

The Factory of Jtiittonj)ore is about two or three coss distant from 
my village. It belongs to Mr. Goldsmith, who is under Mr. Forlong, 
who stays at Nichindi})ore. iMr. Goldsmith has eommitlcd mucdi 
oppression on the llyots of my village. On the 13(h of last Kavtlck, by 
IMr. Goldsmith’s orders^ Judoo Roy, the Uewan of TJni tra b’acdory, s(uz(‘d 
Chnndcr Biswas and IToroo Mnndol and Annndo Biswas and Slieikh 
Jninceut; the last of whom made b. is escape from Ruttenporc Factory, 
Tin' other three wer(' taken away ainl since then we have st'en or heard 
nothing of them. The reason wliy these men were seized was, that Ihe 
iiuligo Planter wished them to sow Indigo by force wliicb they refused 
to do. Then tln^ Indigo Planters’ people, to eoinpel them and us who 
refuscal t(^ sow Indigo did all sort of oppression, lot)ted ns, and ]>laeod 
hUephants and Lattials from the Factory in various })hices so as to damage 
onr crops and onrsclves\ We were about to petition the Magistrat(', 
and in order to compel ns to settle the matter, the Planter carried off 
the men in question. AVc petitioned the ]\ragistrat(' but received no 
advantage from it. The Magistrate was a friend of all the Planters and 
would not listen to us poor men. I believe the Kotwallee Zillah 
IJarogah ma,de a IMofussil iuq\iiry. A¥hat report he made 1 know not, 
but we got no justice ; and w’b ether the throe men are dead or alive 1 
know not. There arc fourteen of us who have fled from our village who 
are here present. ‘We have fled because ^VQ are so oppressed by the 
Indigo Phinb'r Mr. Goldsmith, acting under Mr. Forlong, that we can 
in no way stay in our village. We can relate no other particular in- 
stance of j)ersons being kidnapped from the village, but, in all sorts of 
manners, fines and dues are extorted from us. We arc forced to sow Indigo, 
and on our not doing so are oppressed. We cannot sow Indigo for wo 
are not paid a sufficient sum for it to keep ourselves and our families. 

SiitJiKii Kiiosal Mundol. X (llis mark.) 
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The uiulc^r-mcniioncd iliivteeu iudividuals also appeared bdore 

me state that they can give no additional fads rcgardingkidnap]>ing Ilyots, 
hilt contirni Sheikh KhusaPs statement regarding the manner in which 
they are opjiressed liy ]\Ir. Goldsmith and Mr. Forlong and Noliin Clnmder 
Biswas and Judoo Tloy. They state that they came to Calcutta for justice 
and with them about fifty others. That they presen ted a petition to ilie 
Lieutenant-Governor on Saturday, the 31st December i SoO, and the rest 
not being able to support themselves in C^ileutta have gone home. 

From S. WArcuiori:, Esq., Commissioucr of Police, Calcutta, to the Soci’dary 

ti> the Goveriuneiit of Bengal, —(No. 12, dated the 9th January 1800.) 
SlK, 

With reference to your Idter No. 7312 ol the 23rd ultimo, and 
in continuation of mine, No. 3 of the 5tli instant, I ha,v(‘ the honor 1o 
re])()rt that the Editor of the Palnoi having forwarded to me 

eleven llyols of the Kishnaghur Distriet, I luive taken the statement of 
the man amongst them who was best aecpiaiuled witli the (unnimstances, 
attending the alleged ki(lna})]>ing of Sitiil Turreefdar by Mr. IIam])ton, 
of llauskliolee Imligo Fad.ory, and have sent it, with the names of 
oiht*rs, to the Magistrate of Kishnaghur. 

2. I hclu’vo, liowcvcr, that everything now coiamnnieatcd to mo has 
already lieon reported to the Kishnaghur Police. 

From Loju) M.ll. Buowxe, Pndcr-Sccrctary to tlu^ Goveninlcnt of Ik iigal, to 
the Fditor of the IUndoo Patriot ^ — (No. 395, dated the 27th January 1800.) 
Sir, 

With rcierence to the second paragrapli of your letlcr, dated 
31st ultimo, I am dirc'cted by the Lientenant-Governor to inform you, 
ll^at- tlui article lu'adcd Indigo Planting in Nuddoa/^ vhich gave rise 
to this corrcs})ondence, appeare.d in your issue of tlie 1 7th Deeeinbi'r ([)age 
3t)()), and notin that of the 10th, as stated in my letter No.Joll, 
dated 23rd of that month, an error occasioned by a misprint of the date 
of your paper at tlie ])age above-mentioned. 

2. I am desired to request that you will be so good as to communi- 
cate to the Commissioner of Police the names of the correspondents 
alluded to in tlie article now indicated, in order tliat tlndr statements may 
be taken, and forwarded to the local Authorities at Kishnaghur. 

Indigo Planting in Nuddla. 

^‘^The puldication of the Bengal Secretary’s letter on the doings of the 
Planters and Magistrates of Zillah Nuddea lias induced some of our 
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«5i)rrespou(leiits who are personally ac-(juaiiitecl with the eases conimcnteJ 
upon to communicate to ns a lew facts relative to them. Tiie Lieuto- 
naiit-Governor, our reach'rs will romemher, direet(‘(l that strit't search 
should be made for Sectul Toriitdar, the missiiij;^ man. We are iiirormed 
that all scarcdi for the man in this world would be vain. He was kid- 
napped near the llaiiskalee Factory of Air. AVliitc, which is under the 
superiiiteiidence of Mr. Hampton, of Patka])ariah notoriety. He was 
lirst taken to that Factory, severely wounded. He was thence conveyed 
to the Bidjlee Factory^ belon^iii^j to the same concern, in Zillah Jessorc. 
He died some time a^o at tlie latter place. 

^^The Mr. Howell, who figures so conspicuously in Mr. Ijiishingtoirs 
letter, was formerly a lload Overseer. 11c obtained his De])uty Magis- 
tracy through some of the occult influences whit;h reigned so 'stnmgly 
in Air. Halliday^s Court. Raised to that high dignity, it occurred to 
him tliat fit homage thereto should he exacted in the mode discovered by 
the North-AVestern Provinces^ oflicials. He always carried with him a 
whip in the streets, whicli he ai)])lied to the back of every one who did 
not meeting him mfaam him. Alen of r(‘sj)cct ability, if of weak ap- 
])i‘arancc, wore not exempted from this disjflay ol Alagistcrial Authority. 
This man^s incompetence and partiality have created universal dissatis- 
iaction ; and even the Lflanters, whose tool he has become, do not s])eak 

very respectfully of him. 

* — ~ — . — — — - 

From Loud 11. IT. Buowne, Fnder-Secretary to the Governmeut of Bengal, 
to the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, — (No. 31)G, dated ilu’. 27th 
January 1860.) 

Sir, 

1 Aiu directed by the Lieulcnant-Governor io acknowledge the 
receipt of your letters Nos. 3 and 12, dated respectively the hih and oth 
instant, and in re])ly to inform you that if any of the persons who sub- 
S(!ril)od the deposition taken by you are still in Calcutta, they should he 
directed to prefer their complaints to the local Authorities. 

2. I am desired at the same time to forward to you the accompanying 
copy of a letter this day addressed to the Editor of the Hindoo Vatrlot^ 
from which you will perceive that the article in that newspaper, to which 
allusion was intended, was incorrectly indicated in the first instance, 
owing to a misprint in the issue which contained it. 

3. Should the Editor furnish the names of the correspondents men- 
tioned in the article now pointed out, you are requested to he so good as to 
take down their statements, and transmit them to the local Authorities. 
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Petition received from certain Inliabitaiits of Magoorah, inZillah Jessoro, — (dattd 

tlic 3rd January 18(50.) 


Complaining of the oppressions of the Indigo Planters 


Anonymous Petition received from the Inhabitants of Magoorah, in Zillah Je^^sore, 
— (dated the 4th January 1800 ) 

Complaining of the oppressions practised upon them by the Incligo 
Planters, and praying for the appointment of an ellicient Magistrate to 
the Suh-Division of Magoorah. 


Head Quarters, Chota Nagpore.— PcsonuTioN (No. 138, dated (he 2 1st Jan. 18(30 ) 

Read a Petition from Ram Oopaul Byssos and other inliabitants of 
Kallecghaut, Scekdar Parrah, in tlic District of Nuddea, dated 21st 
December 185i), complaiiihig of oppression and plunder on the part of 
Mr. White, the owner of the Bansbariah Jndigo Factory. 

Ohdered, that the Petitioners be referred to tlie regular tribunals for 
redress. 


Resolution —(No. 161, dated Camp Chota Nagpore, the 21tli January 18G0). 

Read a Petition from Rambrokhomo Para, Talookdar, Zillah Jessorc, 
complaining against the oppression practised by the Indigo Planters at 
Magoorah, and praying for redress. 

Ordered, that the Petitioner be referred to tlie local Authorities. 

38 
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nEsoLUTiON.— '(No. 301, dated Fort William, the lOtli February 1800.) 

Read a Petition from Raifithurun Mimdul, Moocliceram Mimdul and 
others, Inhabitants of Sharbari, Thanntih Ilatra, Zlllah Nuddea, com- 
plaining of their lands having been forcibly cultivated with Indigo, 
under the orders of Mr. Forlong, agamst whom they preferred a com- 
plaint to the Magistrate of the District, but have not received proper 
redress. 

Order. — Ordered, that the Petitioners be informed that, as the case 

is reported by them to be suh-judice^ the Lieutenant-Governor declines 
to interfere. 


Rrsolution. — (No. 480, dated Camp Bankipore, tlie 23rd February 1860.) 

Read a Petition of Seetul Sircar and otliers, inhabitants of Kaijcory, 
Thannah Shahajadporc, in Zillah Patna, com])laimng agamst Mr. John 
Fahek, one of the Indigo Planters of Secthpore, in Patna. 

Order. — Ordered, that the Petitioners be referred to the local 
Authorities for redress. 



No. XV. 


Abstract Translation of a Petition from Gunth Mmidle and others, of Adodiah and 
other villages in Thanna Handra, in Zillah Nuddea, dated Pons 12()0, 

State that Mr. Hill, Indigo Planter of the Nischeendeepore Factory, 
having purchased Rultonpore and other factories situated in tlie petitioners' 
villages, is practising great oppressions on tlie people ; that they ob- 
tain no redress from the Magisterial Authorities of the zillah, who, being 
friends of the Planters, dismiss the complaints instituted by the petitioners, 
while the Planters on being informed that the petitioners had complained 
against them, get angry, take possession of all their property, and com- 
pel them to forsake their habitations. That Beeroo Mimdlc, Anund Biswas 
and Chunder Biswas were arrested and carried off by the Planters, and 
it is not known to this time whether these persons are now living. That 
nothing has been done in the matter by the f)resent Magistrate. That 
the Superintendent and Native servants of the above factories are per- 
sons of notoriously bad character, and constantly commit murder and 
plunder. That the Biuhnashes retained in their employ plunder the 
property of the liyots in open day-light. 

That the Factory (jomustali and Amlah forcibly compel the petitioners, 
to cultivate Indigo without paying them any remuneration, and the 
Ryots are also forcjod to sow Indigo in tlie lands prepared by them for 
the cultivation of Paddy, &c. 

That the Factory Amlali extort money from them on several pretences, 
and the Ryots arc compelled to pay fine for their cattle which the factory- 
mcn seize and carry away from the road. That they forcibly cut off the 
trees belonging to the petitioners, without paying them anything. That 
the Ryots are not allowed to take water for their use from the river or 
from tanks without paying a certain fee to the Planter. Pray that they 
may be relieved from the oppressions described above. 



( 300 ) 

I’.-dtmii fi- )iu the IidiabiUnts ol'Tlia.ina Handra, Zillali Nuddea, to the llon’ble the 
LiEOrKNANT-GovEHNOBof Bengal,— (dated WHi January 18150.) 

'I'he humble petition of the undersigned 

Inliabitants of Zillah Nuddea, Thanna Handra. 

KBSl'KCTFUr.LY SlIEWETH, 

1. J tiAT your petitioners are sorely oppressed by the 
proceedings of the Superintendents and other servants of the Handra 
Indigo (loucern, the Manager of which on the part of the Proprietor, 
Mr. Hill, is Mr. James Forlong. 

2. That these servants of the Indigo Concern would compel them 
to grow Indigo, and on non-compliance with their demand, use every 
devices of oppression to coerce your petitioners into compliance. 

3. ihat on application to the Police for aid and protection, your 
petitioners are refused such aid and protection. 

4. That on complaining to the Magistrate of the District their 
complaints are not heeded. 

5. That your Petitioners have brought these circumstances to your 
Honor’s knowledge by petition, but although many days have passed, 
your Petitioners are not aware of any orders having been passed oii 
their petition. 

6. That those attempts on the part of your petitioners to obtain 
protection and redress have further incensed the servants of the Indio-o 
(Concern above named, who to revenge themselves and to make your 
petitioners submit to their demands, have collected armed men and posted 
them near about the villages in order to intercept and seize and carry 

away to the factories your petitioners and other similarly obnoxious 
persons. 

7. That further your petitioners’ families arc being molested by 
the paths leading to their homesteads being dug up, and by the trees 
covering their houses being cut down, and insulted by menaces. 

8. That from motives similar to the above, men have been seized 
and carried away from the village of Patturghatta, and several men 
were assaulted and wounded in the village of Beerpore, and your peti- 
tioners expect no better treatment. 

9. That under these circumstances your petitioners pray for an 
order on the Magistrate of ZiUah Nuddea, directing him to take prompt 
action upon the petitions presented to him by your petitioners. 
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Lieutenant Goveruor’d Camp, Hazareobaugh, — TIbsoltjtion, (No. 231, dated the 

30tii January.) 

Read two Petitions dated respectively the lOtli and 20tli instant, 
from certain inhabitants of Zillah Nuddea, complaining against the 
oppressions of the Indigo Planters of the District. 

Order — Ordered, that the Petitioners be informed that on any occasion 
of oppression or injustice being really committed to their injury, by any 
person whatsoever, they can conijdainto the Magistrate, adducing evidence 
to prove the trutli of tlie complaint, when, if their proof is satisfactory, 
the ollcnders will be punlsluMl. Petitioners need not fear, that true 
cases, supported l)y true evidence, will not be justly tried, whoever may 
be tlie accused party ; or they may prosecute tlie persons who injured 
tljem or the employers of such persons, or both, for damages in the 
Civil Courts of the District, no matter to what class they belong ; and 
it tliey prove their case they will be reimbursed l)y the judgment ; or 
they may take both Civil and C/rlminal action simultaneously if they 
please. All this the Petitioners can do in tlic local Courts, when a true 
ground of complaint exists. But it is of no use to make vague and 
general complaints to Government without proof. For no one can tell 
how true or how false such complaints may be. 

If Petitioners contract to cultivate Indigo, and take advances, they 
must ex])ect to bo recpiired in a lawful way, by the other party, to fulfil 
their contracts ; but no one can force them to contract, if they do not 
wish to <lo so. 


From E. 11. LusniisraTON Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Government of Ben- 
gal, to the Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 223, dated Camp 
Hazareebaugh, the 30th January 18C0.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to forward to you in original two Petitions dated 
respectively the 13th Pous 1266, and 2()tb instant, from certain inhabi- 
tants of Zillah Nuddea, and to request that you will be good enough 
to inquire into and report upon the allegation therein made of Ryots 
having been illegally seized and forcibly carried olT from their villages. 

2. This is the only point in the Petition upon which you are now 
required to report. 

3. The return of the Petition is requested with your reply. 
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Petition from the Inhabitants of Nuddea, to the Hon’ble the Likutenant- 
Govermor of Bengal— (dated Calcutta, ICih January 1800 .) 

The humble petition of tlic undersigned 
Inhabitants of Zillah Nuddea. 


Respectfully Siieweth, 

That your petitioners being sorely oppressed by certain pro- 
ceedings on the part of certain Indigo Planters and others in the District 
of Xuddea, and having unfortunately met with no redress or protection 
from the District Authorities, respectfully appeal to your Honor for the 
same. 

That your petitioners having refused to take advances for the cultiva- 
ti(m of Indigo from the Ilandra Concern, the Superintendent of which, on 
tlie part of iMr. Forloiig, the Manager, and Mr. Hill, the Proprietor, would 
forc>e tliom to take contracts at very insuflicicnt rates, were in various 
ways molested and oppressed, whcreujmn your petitioners complained to 
the Alagistrate. Tliat on tlic 28th October last Boroo Mundlc and 
Chunder J^iswas, Ryots of your petitioners’ village, were by force car- 
ried away by armed people belonging to the factory, and they have not 
since been heard of. 

That their complaints before the Magistrate were dismissed (although 
proved on local investigation), on the ground that that functionary had 
no authority to interfere in such cases. 

Tliat your petitioners appealed to the Commissioner of the Division, 
who has not yet passed any orders thereupon. 

That your petitioners appealed to your Honor. 

That your Honor having been pleased to direct the Commissioner of 
Police, Calcutta, to receive the statements of your petitioners, that gexB 
tlemaji has been kind enough to record them. That these efforts made 
by your petitioners to obtain justice have irritated the Planters, and on 
the 2nd December, Anund Sirdar, of Gobindporc, was carried off. 
Subsequently, again, on the 8th instant, Oojul Mollah and Patan Shaike 
were carried away from Soneprokooreah ; six other Ryots of Soneprokoo- 
reah have also been carried off. 

That moreover the factory people have dug up all the paths and"* 
avenues of the village and-" have resolved to punish all those who may 
even % chance tread upon the ground thus appropriated. 
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That the Police, on being applied to, refuse to interfere. 

That your petitioners dare not approach their Native villages, as they 
are sure .to be carried off’ to some factory if they anj caught. 

That your petitioners arc in various other ways, too numerous to de- 
tail, oppressed and injured. 

That your {Xititioners, disj)ainng of redress and protection from the 
Magistrate, hunil)ly entreat (»f your Honor such orders as may suiricefor 
their protec-tion, pending the inquiries now being carried on in the 
Calcutta Police Ollico, wliJcli your petitioners doubt not will end in the 
full establishment of the truth of tlieir complaints. 

That your petitioners believe that stringent orders upon the Magistrate 
to receive their complaints, and act promjitly thereupon, will in a great 
measure conduce to their protection. 

They therefore pray tliatsueh orders be passed. 

And your petitioners as in duty bound will ever pray. 


Prom E. H. Lushinoton, Esq., Officiating *Socrctary t<^ the Govern raent of 
Jlengal, to the Commissioner of Nuddea, — (No. 233, dated Camp Hazarce- 
baugh, 301 h January 18G0.) 


Sir, 

In continuation of my letter No. 223, of tills dat(‘, I am 
directed to forward to you in original, for report, anotlier Petition 
from certain Native inhabitants of Zillab Nuddea, complaining of oppres- 
sion, &c., on the part of the Indigo Planters of the llandra Concern. 

2. The petitioners in this case, you will see, were made to appear 
for examination before the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, but this 
{irocecding, I am directed to explain, arose through a misunderstanding 
of orders given in another case, and Mr. AVauchope was subscg[uently 
directed to refeir these petitioners to tlic local Authorities of their 
Zillah. 



( 3(U ) 


From A. Grotk, Esq., Cominlasiouer of tho Kuiioa Division, to the Ol!ioiaUng 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal,— Fort William, (No. 47Ct., dated 
Allipore, the 18th .February 1860.) 

Sir, 

I have tlic honor to acknowledge tlie receii)t of your letters, 
Nos. 223 and 233, dated 30th ultimo, and in reply to report as follows 
on the petitions therewith forwarded. 

utter No. Jar,,, isBo. Magistrate reports that on the 

l>etiti(* from cei-tain inhabitants 2()th September lust, Cliauil Mundul, Pa 

of rwitorgliattali. 

The purport is that Mr. t’uiiong’s taroo Muiidul and otlicrs of Putterghat* 

people oppress thtrni in various ways ^ , . . . ^ 

in order to indiire them to cultivate tall, Gohindiiore, petitioned him tliat Mr. 
Indigo, and that tlie> can get no o -.i c i> . . i 

redress from the Magistrate nor the (tOW Smith, ot lIutUTlpOrC l^actory, and 

Commissioner. dependant, Nohind Cliundcr Biswas, 

had been trying to force them to cultivate Indigo against their will. 

The Magistrate after int^uiry ordered tlie Darogali, on the 2nd October, 

to tell the liyots to adduce proof of any sjiecific charge.s tliey might 

have to bring. On the 27th January, the ease was struck off the file 

owing to })etitioners’ non-attendance, but on tlie 1st instant, the Magis- 

grate had it restored to tlic file and ordered the ])laintifl" to take out 

subpoenas. The witnesses came in on tlie 2ud, and stated generally to 

this eifect, that defendants took money from them as fines, cut their 

bamboos, and annoyed them in several ways to make tlicm sow Indigo ; 

but they declined with one exception to advance any specific charge 

against the defendants. A case of extortion is still being prosecuted by 

one of the petitioners, but no wltiic.sses have yet been brought in. 

3. A second case from Putterghattah is as follows. On the 7th 
November, NufFer Mundul and Soondcr Biswas petitioned the Magistrate 
that Rotoo Mundul and Chunder Biswas had been carried off by Mr| 
Gow Smith’s lattials to Handra and thence to Ruttenpore, and since 
which they had not been heard of. The Magistrate caused all searches 
to be made, but in vain. The Plaintiffs and their witnesses werfe sent 
for on the 30th November, but they could not be found. At last on 
the 7th ultimo, the Darogali reported that tlie plaintifis had engaged to 
produce the missing persons in three days ; but they never appeared 
before the Magistrate. 

4. Case drd , — Again on the 16th ultimo, Rowaz Mollah and Alady 
Sheikh, of Putterghattah, petitioned the Magistrate that Oozal Mollah 
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and PiUa had been carried away by some lattials of the Phoolbarry 
h^actory, and the Magistrate caused strict search to be made for the 
missing parties, but with no better success. He ordered the Darogah, on 
the 3()tli ultimo, to send in the plaintiffs and their witnesses, and the 
case still pends. 

5. Case 4^/«. — On the 27th September last the Ryots of Putter- 
ghattah complained that the factory ])eople were assembling, which the 
Darogah on the 16th October reported to be the case, but that the vil- 
lagers had assembled likewise. A lattial caught in tlie Phoolbarry Fac- 
tory was tried and put in jail for 6 months ; mochulkalis were taken from 
the servants of the factory, and from the leading Ryots of the villages, 
to keep the peace for a year. 


Letter No. 223, dated the 30//t Ja- 
nuary 1860. 

This petition is to the same pur- 
port ; the only point on which Govern- 
ment wants a re])ort is on Uie allopca- 
fion that Villagers have been forcibly 
carried away. 


6. The IMagistraic reports that Golam 
Sheik, of Beerpore, petitioned him on the 
5th ultimo, that his house had been looted 
by Mr. H ill’s factory people, who had 
wounded Neeloo Sheikh and two others, 
and had carried away Mothoora. The Darogah could not find the miss- 
ing party anywhere. Phoolshaha put to tlie same effect on a separate 
paper. These cases were all struck off on the 27th ultimo, on default. 

7. The petition of Khosal Mundul to this office was sent to the 
Magistrate by Mr. Reid witli orders to send up his proceedings in the 
case for inspection after he should have completed them. As yet the 
kidnapping case is not decided. 1 shall extract here paras. 12 to 17 
from the Officiating Magistrate’s report. The parties have more than 
once sent representatives to me, and have been referred to the Magis- 
trate, who will spare no pains, if they spare none, to bring offenders to 
justice. 

Para. 12. The real truth of all these petitions and complaints 
seems to me, from what I hav§ seen of the District, as I said before, 
merely to be that they are intended to excite sympathy for the Ryofs in 
their real grievance about Indigo, or as I have said above Nuzbooty Ry 
waste (the only case, that I have seen of real importance is Seetul Tur- 
rufdar, and I am not quite cfertain that I know the rights of that yet, not 
having seen the witnesses myself). They are then followed by complaints 
and petitions on the side of the factories as an offset. I have a fixed 
order for each class of case, and I am sure if these Ryots, whose 
petitions I am answering, knew the orders passed by me on the factory 

39 
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petitions they would allow that the Planters might, with an equally good 
case comphiiu that I give them no redress, 

13. AVhat tlie real fault of Indigo Pluutlng is 1 hesitate to sav, not 
having suHieient cxpeiieiiec of tlie system ])iirsucd in this District to 
express a decided opinion, but tlicrc is a fault I think, and I l)elieve tlie 
Planters will in some instances have to alter or modify their present 
system, pay a little more advance and take fewer bundles for the 
Rii])ee, vvithotlier minor changes; and iherch)r(‘, believing the Hyots to 
have good grievance, 1 am very sorry to see the course some of tliem 
pursue to g'et redress, rzk. lieaping false comjdaiiits, vague complaints 
and exaggerations on a good case, and so really injuring themselves, by 
rendering it dillicult to pick out an instance where they may have sufier- 
(K.I violence. 

“ 14. 1 explain to them all to be careful to adlierc to the truth, and 

(instead of making vague complaints, as many liavc done,) to refuse 
their advances, if sucli be their wush ; to adhere to that refusal steadily, 
and as soon as ever the slightest injury be really done them in consc. 
cpience, to (*omj)lain to ]ne. The Darogalis liavc ordiu-s to see they arc 
not forced to cultivate agahist their wisli, or molCvStcd, and I believe this 
course has given them satisfaction; at least, they always appeared to me 
to go away sati.sjicd, 

1;“). But since the question of advances liad arisen there arc also 
instances in the Districts wdilcli persons wlio liavc old grudges to the 
factories have made use of tlie Hyots as a catspaw to bring false cases 
for their own beneiit. 

“ 16. The whole question is one of difliculty. There is at presen ^ 
gCcmm^ly a run against some factories and not against otliers, and I 
have not yet local knowledge or experience enough to understand the 
subject thoroughly, but I believe that the real grievances arc matters 
which can only be settled amicably, and#will soon be so. All 1 can 
fairly do, 1 have done, to protect the Hyots from open violence, but a^, 
the same time, I have been careful that no deed or order of mine could 
be construed as leaning one way or othef. As I said before, I give an 
order with regard to the class of petition. Whoever presents it, the 
same order is passed. 

“ 17. You will perceive that some of the present petitions are among 
those from whom it has been necessary to take moochulkas, and this fact 
has great significance when considered with the petition I am reporting on. 
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8. The original enclosures of your letters under reply are here- 
with returned. 

(Eesolution — No. 1260, dated the 26th March 1860.) 

Read a petition dated the 16th January last, from Chand Mundle and 
others, of Nuddea, complaining of the oppressions practiced upon them 
by tlie Indigo Planters of the Handra Concern, and stating that they 
have met with no redress or protection from the District Authorities. 

Read also the following reports thereon, submitted by the Commis- 
sioner of Nuddea : — 

“ The Magistrate reports that on the 20th September last, Chand 
Mundle, Pataroo Mundle and others of Paterghattah, Gobindpore, 
petitioned him that Mr. Gow Smith of Ruttunpore Factory and his 
dependant, Nobinchuiidcr Biswas, had been trying to force tlicm to 
cultivate Indigo against their will. The magistrate after inquiry ordered 
the Darogali on the 2nd October to tell the Ryots to adduce ])roof of 
any specific cliarges they might have to bring. On the 27l]i Junuary 
the case was struck oil the file, owing to Petitioners^ non-attendaucc, but 
on the 1st instant, the Magistrate had it restored to file, and ordered the 
plain (.llTs to take out subpoenas. The witnesses came in on the 2nd, 
and stated generally to this effect, that defendant took money from them 
as fines, cut their bamboos, and annoyed them in several ways to make 
them sow Indigo ; but tliey declined with one exception to advance any 
specific charge against the defendants. A case of extortion is still 
being prosecuted by one of the petitioners, but no witnesses have yet 
been brought in.” 

o 

It appears that tlie statements made by the petitioners were generali 
and that they declined to bring specific charges, excepting in one case, 
whicli is now pending, but in which the j^eti doners have as yet brought in 
no witnesses ; further, that in every case the IMagistratc has once 
inquired into their complaints. 

Ordered that the petitioners be informed that there is no reason for 
the interfcrance of Government in their case, and that it was extremely 
wrong of them to have made such a false complaint to tlie Lieutenant- 
Governor, as every application of theirs has been received with attention 
by tlic local AutWities. 
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(E>£soLt7TiON. — No. 1261, dated 2Gth March 1860.) 

Bead a petition from certain inhabitants of Thannah Handra, in Zlllah 
Nuddea, dated the 20tli January last. The Petitioners who apear to be 
inhabitants of Pattcrghatta, aver that having been oppressed by the 
servants of an Indigo factory because they refused to grow Indigo, they 
complained to the Magistrate, but their complaints were not heeded by 
that officer ; tlicy also aver that the servants of the Indigo factory being 
incensed at the endeavours of the Petitioners to obtain redress against them, 
and in order to make the Petitioners submit to their demands, have collect- 
ed armed men for the purpose of seizing and carrying away the Petitioners, 
and others ; have dug up the paths leading to the Petitioners’ houses and 
have cut down the trees overhanging their houses. They "further complain 
that men have been seized and carried away from the village of Patterghat- 
tah, and that others have been assaulted and wounded in the village of 
Bcerpore from similar motives. 

2. Having caused inquiry to be made, the Lieutenant-Governor 
finds that it is not true that the Magistrate has not heeded the petitions 
of these Petitioners. He finds that when certain inhabitants of Pat- 
terghattah petitioned tlie Magistrate, complaining tliat certain persons 
were trying to force them to cultivate Indigo against tlieir will, they 
were called upon to make specific charges, and to adduce evidence 
^hereto. But nevertheless in only one case would the complainants make 
a specific charge, which case is now under investigation. In another 
case, a complaint of kidnapping two persons was made, but the 
complainants abandoned the case. In another case arising out of a 
similar charge, inquiries are still pending. And in a fourth case arising 
out of a complaint of the people of this place a factory lattial was 
punished and all parties were bound down to keep the peace. It does 
not appear that any petition from the Petitioners or other inhabitants of 
Patterghattah were not heeded by the Magistrate, and it does appear that 
when these Petitioners were required to reduce their vague com- 
plaints to specific charges, and to bring evidence thereupon, only a 
very few charges were made, on all of which very just and proper 
measures were taken by the Magistrate, 

3. It is extremely wrong of the Petitioners to have made this false 
complaint. 
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"*4. The Petitioners know that when they have any real wrongs to 
complain of, their cases will always be fully inquired into, if they make 
a specific charge, and adduce evidence to support it. But vague general 
complaints cannot be attended to. 

Order — Ordered that a copy of the above Resolution be forwarded 
for the information of the Petitioners. 



No. XVI. 


i'l'oni E. IT. LtrsiriNOTON, Esq., OUieiatiiiR Socretary to tliu Govermnont of Boiijuaf, 
to t lie Commissioner of the Eajshaliye Division,— (No. 5090, dated ilnj 19tU 
Beptember 1850.) 

Sjk, 

The Sessions tJudge of liajsliahye having submitted to the 

BUKl.ir Khan nad othcr.s. Affray I'iciitcnaiit-Govcmov Ids reiiuirks to llie 
with iiiiirder, &e. Register of tlic Nizaimit Adawlut on the 

trial noted in the margin, I am directed by His Honor to forward a coj)y 
ot tliese remarks for yonr information, and to request that, in conse- 
quence of the apparently vc*rv insndlcient inquiry wliich lias been made 
with ref(‘rence to Mr. (.'oekburn s alleged criminality in this case, you 
will immediately depute the j^resent Odieiating Magistrate of Puhua to 
the spot, and there to make a most strlet and searcJiing inquiry as to 
what part Mr. Cockburn did actually take in this most serious and fatal 
ad ray. 

2. After the Odieiating Magistrate has spared no exertion to ascer- 
tain the exact state of the ease, and there should a])pcar to liim in con- 
secpience sufficient grounds for ulterior procci;dlngs ngalnst l\Ir. (.^ock- 
biirn, lie will submit the evidence and proce(‘dlngs, according to the 
prescribed practice, for the opinion of the Advocate-General as to the 
expediency of committing Mr. (Cockburn for trial to tlic Supreme (.ourt. 

3. If, however, such a course should not appear advisable, the Magis- 
trate will report tlic result of his investigation to Government, stating 
his reasons for the conclusion at which he may have arrived. 


From L. S. Jackson, Esq., Judge of llajslialiyc, to the llegister, Nizamut 

Adawlut. 

' I TRANSPUT for the purpose of being laid before the 

Nizamut Adawlut the record of the trial 


Bugliir Khan and others. Affray 
with murder, &c. 


noted in the margin held at the late Pubna 


Sessions. 
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2. TUo, case is one of tliose agrarian outrages not uiiliapjuly very 
uncommon in tlie District, but in tills instance dcplonilile alike from 
Its ap])arcnt origin {ind frenn the fatal result, 

d. It ap[)('ars that Mr. W. Cockburn, was proprietor of tlic C'lmlla 
Concern, Thannali Shazadpore, in the Snb-Division of Scrajgung(‘. 

4. Not far from tlie Factory of Clinlhi is the village ol Snbgaclii, 
owned by several proprietors, Mr. Cockburn bolding hi farm the share 
of one of llu'in. 

5. Mr. Cockburn, it seems, recpilrcMl for the purpose of his Indigo 
cuhivation tlu‘ jiloiighs of the Suhgaehi ]u' 0 ])le, and as they were un- 
willing to glv(! that aceoinmotlation, endeavoured to take it by force. 
The Assistant in chargi', of Serajgunge, who committed tlu^ prisoners 
for trial, has ({uitc inaccurately observed that it was brought only to make 
the villagers work out tin; advauc(*s they bad received, l)iit it appears 
(piite conehisively, no^ only from tbe evideuec^, of tlie witnesses but 
sjiecially from tlie confessions of stnnc of tln^ prisoiUTs ( Mofthufoolla 
alias ^^ofta and Ihtlok) tliat the Snbguchi people were n(^t under ad- 
vances, and that eonsc(pieiitly there was no semblance of right p 
comiiel tlie use of tlu;ir ploughs. 

i). TJie facts wliich the evidence apfiears to establish arc those : 
that on the forenoon of \Vedii(‘sday the 2«-lrd March last, as several of 
the Suhgaehi people were at work ploughing (heir hel<ls to the South of 

the village, a consiihu'able body of men, 
Tliis inimbor is probably ] ()()^ oj- more, wcic sccii aoiiroachhiir 

rxagg(‘rut(‘(i. ^ i n 

armed from the direction of the fac- 
tory. Some four or uve of tlicse men came uj) to witliin a little 
distance, and asked the villagers whether they woidd give the use of 
their ploughs or no. They said they would not, some of them adding 
that they had alread3^ supplied their ploughs on several occasions without 
receiving payment, and were then cngage<1 in their own cultivation. 

7. The men (Sirdars'^) then replied they would liave to giv*e the 


* The word ‘‘ Sirdars'’ in this })aH. 
of the coiinby is always used in the 
sense of “ Lattials.” 


ploughs whether they liked it or not, and 
it is said then Avent to rejiort tlie result to 
their employer avIio Avas at a little dis- 
tance (about 2f50 yai'ds ofT) on horseback. The Avitnesses go on to say 
that ]\Ir. Cockburn, being apparently excited by the refusal used abu- 
sive language towards the villagers, and after ordering his men to 
plunder the jdacc, and the people, rode off towards his factory. 
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8. This may be the proper place to observe that the Assistant 
Magistrate, who went in person to the spot, considers it certain that 
Cockburn was not upon the ground, first upon certain discrepancies 
in the evidence (whic^ he lias not specified), and second because from 
actual inspection he was unable to discover in the locality indicated 
any horse-hoof prints ; and I think it my duty to remark that in the 
first place, in default of actual evidence to the point, it does not appear 
why horsc-hoof marks should have been observable on the ground 
after twenty-four hours had elapsed in the latter end of March ; and 
in the next place if there is any one point on which the evidence for 
the prosecution seems to agree more than upon another, it is as to the 
first, of Mr. Cockburn having ridden to within a short distance (two or 
three hundred yards) of the village lands, received the report of his 
messengers, and then after showing signs of anger, and giving certain 
orders to his men there assembled, having gone awp-y to his factory, on 
which the affray begun. To this point I should have occasion to 
recur presently, but I must say that if the statements of the witnesses 
on this head should be deemed utterly without foundation, as they have 
been considered by the Assistant Magistrate, it will be impossible to 
place reliance in any part of their story, and the prisoner will, in my 
judgment, be entitled to an acquittal. 

9. Immediately on receiving these directions, the Sirdars previously 

assembled, began to shout “ Kali^ 
and made towards the village: the Sub- 
gachi men most of them ran off, some of 
them first loosening their oxen from the ploughs, and some leaving them 
as they were. 

10. A few amongst, whom were Munim, Kotiibdi and Sadoolla Tukee, 
offered some sort of opposition, by standing and protesting against the 
attack The Assistant jNIagistrate conceives that the villagers threw 
clods at the assailants, and it is not impossible that they may have armed 
themselves for resistance, but there is no evidence of the fact, and at all 
events it is certain that some of the lattials were hurt, while on the other 
hand, the three men last mentioned were all wounded by means of 

surkies,” or light spears, Kotubdi and Sadoolla slightly, one in the 
fleshy part of his thigh, the other in the palm of his hand, but the third 
Munim received in the first place a wound In the abdomen which was 
fatal. He turned and fled a short distance, his course being marked 
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with blood, but was overtaken and received another wound in the back 
close to the shoulder-blade which brought him down, and the lattials 
coming up inflicted a third, and then other wounds. The rest escaped. 

11. After tills some plunder seems to have taken place, though the 
evidence is not satisfactory as to this, but undoubtedly the most part of 
the cattle of the village, upwards of 100 head, were driven off to the 
factory, whence tliey or part of them were taken to the Thannah-pound 
of Shazadporc, under one or more cliallans said to bear Mr. Cockblfrn s 
signature, and were afterwards claimed and recovered by their owners. 

12. When the aggressors retired the villagers came back, and some 
of them went to the assistance of Munim, who was found by liis cousin 
Jeetoo Sheikh (witness No. 15,) nearly ])rostrate upon his face and knees, 
evideinly dying. He was taken up and carried to his home, where, after 
some inarticulate or barely articulate attempts at speaking, and after taking 
a little water, he almost immediately died. 

18. It is stated by rfectoo, also by the prosecutrix, widow of the de- 
c(^as(ul, and by his motlier, (8iimdra Bam, (witness No. 3G,) that with his 
dying breath Muuini declared that he liad received his mortal injuries 
from Bughir Khan and Luckun (prisoners 1 and 2,) at the command of 
(Joekburn, but I find it impossible to place any reliance in this statement. 

14. TIjc friends of the deceased tlien jmepared to carry his remains to 

Seraj gunge, and after an altercation Avitli two Burkundauzes, who sought 
to make tlicm proceed by a road Avhich lay through the factory lands 
(witli the purpose, as tliey (‘.onceived, of getting the body into Mr. Cock- 
burn’s power), they carried their point, and reached Serajgimge that 
evening. 41ierc information reached Mr. Harvey, the Joint Magistrate, 
and the body was subjected to medical examination, the result of 
which is detailed in the evidence of Luchmun Gree, the Native Doctor, 
witness No. 32, and leaves no doubt of the manner in which the decease 
ed came by his death. ^ 

15. There has been in this case no investigation by the Mofussil Po- 
lice, Mr. Harvey having gone in person to the scene, where he arrived 
only the next evening, and at once entered upon his inquiries, which have 
resulted in the commitment of the prisoners, of whom four have been 
acquitted by this Court in concurrence with the Law Officer, 

16. As to the remainder of the prisoners, the evidence appears ample 
for conviction ; in the case of Goomani alone the identification is slight, 
and might not probably suffice if it were not most strongly confirmed by 

40 
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Ills own confet'sion, recorded before Mr. Harvey, the Assistant J\laglstratc, 
to which of course the C^ourt will refer as it accompanies the record, 

17. Before me the prisoners have all pleaded not guilty, and for the 
tnost part have endeavoured to setup alibis^ butw'ithout success. Bughir 
Moolook, Kudum and Goomani (first mentioned) have declined to call 
any witnesses, and as to the others not a single one has substantiated any 
poli?Lt*in their favour. As to Lall Khan, against whom the evidence for 
the’^prosecution is least conclusive, his owm witnesses sliow that he was a 
factory servant, and do not in any way support Ids alihi He is also 
warned in tlie confessions; he is a man of soniewliat singular appearance, 
having been originally an uji-country Bralimin, and recently converted 
to Mahomedanism. Pumdioo is identified by Kotuhdi, (witness No. 1,) 
specially as the man who wounded him ; as io Bunnn^ (No. 12,) who has 
been identified l)y five witnesses, two of whom knew liijp by name, he 
chose to cxamlm' only one wfitness in his defence, who proved tliat lie 
was a servant of the factory. 

18. Bughir Khan who is stated to lie (as indeed his appearance and 

manner denote) the Factory demadar (of laltials when r(M]uired) was 
undoubtedly one of the forinnost in the attaede upon the village, and T 
think there is good reason to believe that ho inilicted at least one of the 
wounds which was fatal to the prosecutrix’s husband Slieikh, 

I would therefore propose in his case a sentence of transportation for 
life. 

19. For the rest, as to whose degree of criminality I do not see much 
ground for establishing distinctions, I would propose a sentence of four- 
teen years each, imprisonment with hard labor in irons. 

20. There are observations upon this case which I think it my duty 
to make, and in which I trust the superior Court will concur. One of 
them relates to the Insufficiency of the Joint Magistrate’s proceedings as to 
the p^'oprictor of tlie factory. In a case so very serious as the present, 
in which the direct evidence was so strong against that person, where 
moreover the Assistant Magistrate has himself recorded that the “ factory 
had collected men for the attack,” and also that Mr. Cockbum had sent 
the plundered cattle to Shazadpore, thus indisputably connecting him 
with tlie offence both before and after the fact, regard being had to the 
whole circumstances of the case, it does appear to me that further proceed- 
ings in regard to Mr, Gookbum were, called for, and that the fact or the 
degree of his guilt should have been made matter for the decision of a 
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jury. It seem*!! to me that a total failure of jubtice lu such a case as this 
)*ellects seriously upon the admiaistratiou of the District, aud that it will 
be liard to make Native Zemindars responsible for any crimes committed 
by their dependants, if in the ease of an English Planter, beriously com- 
promised in a mutter of this descri])tioii, no stops whate\cr are token to 
bring the offender to tiial. 


21 The next point to ^^luch I must advert is the conduct of the^wo 
Police P)urkundauzes on this occasion, and to the manner in which the 
Assistant Magistrate has dealt uith it. 1 lia\e already on more than one 
occasion stated my strong objection to the system of “iludud*” Bur- 
, , kiindaii/es, that is, two very ini crlor Police- 

Mnriud, a4SMstani 0 iiM n front os 

to iv(cp the iKuto Mitht)nt imui sent dowii osten^-lbly to watch the 

jfavoui to either of the cimldithiig i- r i 

puhfs hut who d > not oii(( m hit) proceedings ol sj)ecnic<l persons, bnt who 

tini< s a< t fiimly m this spiut. n i • i , 

are usually domc'stiealed with the jicrsons 
wliom they are supposed to watch, and naturally end by neither pievcnt" 
Ing a disturbance, oi affoiding the least a'-sistanco when it takes place* 
eitliei to the parlies a'^sail(‘d, or to then own supcilors in the sub^etpient 
i^^ estioation. 


22. This is precisely wliat has happened in tlie present case. Two 
Biukundau/o‘', deputed (as Mr. lJai\ey pioclaims) to prevent breaches 
of tlie peace, allow a force of lattials to bo assembled before their faces, 
accompany them as aiiiateuTb throughout their day’s proceedings, and 
finally, it would seem, do llieii best to prevent tlie case from coming in 
its actual and j)ro])ci sliajii' lieloic the Magistiate. 

2o. The As'*.lsijiit mud come to one of the conclusions regard- 
ing tliese men, either that they weie lieljile^s and blameless, which in- 
deed ho seems to say, but in that case tlu‘y should have been made 
witnesses in the case, and ought to have given most impoitant and un- 
impeachable testimony, or else th(*y must be considoied as accomplices 
in the crime, at any rate groscly failing in the performance of their (Juties, 
but then they ought to have been put upon their trials and cither com- 
mitted to the Sessions, or sumfharily dealt with under his general powers, 
by the Assistant with powers of Joint Alagistratc. 

24. Neither of these things has he done. The burkundauzes have 

laid their statement or “ Istifsar” taken, 

• Tina IS neither a deposition upon 

oathnor adcience. It is a kind ol and there as far as they are concerned 
gtatetueat without prejudice. , 

the case ha^ rested* 
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25. It is evident that Mr. Harvey has not been wanting in activity^ 
and I know he is not deficient in shrewdness, but the inquiry has not in 
these points been closely and judiciously followed up. It may not be 
matter of surprise that a young officer should fail in these qualities (I 
mean judgment and decision), but certainly his shortcomings ought to 
be made up by the vigilance and determination of his superior in charge 
oftj^e district. It seems too much the case even in difficult cases, and 
in respect of the most inexperienced officers, to give way to a feeling of 
laissez faire and to abstain from all interference with the proceedings 
of subordinates. This is a misfortune to the j)ublic, and also unfair upon 
the young officer, as either his faults and oinissions are not corrected, or 
perhaps when corrected have taken place, they are roughly handled by 
superior officers who must consider that in theory all officers exercising 
the judicial powers of a Ma >istratc are alike. 

2G. subject the Court may perhaps think it worth while 

to direct a communication to be made to the Commissioner of the Divi- 
sion, or even to Government. 


From H. B. Lawford, Esq., OfBciating Begistor of tlie Nizamut Adawlut, to 
E. H. Lushijstgton, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal,— (No. 
648, dated the IGth September 1859.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Court to forward to you, for the purpose 
of being laid before His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, the accom- 
panying copy of a letter, dated the 15th ultimo, from the Sessions Judge 
of Kajshahye, referring the trial of Bhoga Khan and others, cliarged with 
murder, wounding and plundering, with the remarks recorded thereon 
by Mr. Samuells, who concurs with the Sessions Judge in the opinion 
that the employ||JpBnt of two Burkundauzes for the purpose of prevent- 
ing an. Indigo affray is absurd. He is of opinion that a party of Mili- 
tary Police with an European Officer, Civil or Military, should, when 
practicable, be invariably employed on suoh duties, 

Eemarks by the Presiding Judge on the trial of Bhoga Khan 

and others. 

The evidence against the Prisoners 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10, 11 and 12 is 
of much more satisfactory character than we usually have in these 
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affray cases. 1 caniK^t doubt that they formed part of a body of armed 
men which proceeded from Mr. Cockburn s factory towards the Gabga- 
chce village for the purpose of compelling the Ryots to plough the lac- 
tory lands ; that after some altercation and upon the refusal of the villa" 
gers to w'ork for the factory, they attacked the deceased and his fellow 
villagers, with surkies and laities, killed the deceased and wounded two 
of the villagers, the others flying before them and ofiering no opposition. 

Bhoga Khan, alias Majun, appears to have taken the most prominent 
part in the outrage ; and the evidence of his having inflicted at least 
one wound on the deceased is dear and consistent. The widow of the 
deceased stated, when examined by the Joint Magistrate immediately 
after the occurrence, that her husband had niunnurcd the names of 
Blioga Khan and Lall Khan as those of his murderers before he died. 
Punehoo Khan is satisfactorily proved to have wounded Kctabdee. 
Who wounded Sadoolla seems uncertain: he himself was unalde to 
say. That the TTisoners wmt to Gabgaehoc village armed with deadly 
wxapons, which they -Nvcrc prepared to use upon any opposition, and 
that they were all united in a riotous manner in tlie prosecution of one 
object, and that an illegal one, seem certain. J therefore convict tliem 
all of wilful murder, and looking to tlio intention of the various Prisoners, 
fairly inferrible from the nature of the ease, as the rule for apportioning 
the punishment laid down in Section LXXV Regulation IX of 1793, 
sentence Bhoga Khan to imprisonincnt for life in transportation beyond 
sea; Panclioo and Lall Khan to fourteen years ; and the others to ten 
years’ imprisonment with labor in irons and in bunislimcnt from the 
District. 

I concur with the Sessions Judge in the opinion that the employment 
of twx Burkundazes for the purpose of preventing an Indigo allray is 
absurd. A copy of the Sessions Judge’s letter of ref j|||ce, and of this 
judgment, will be §cnt to the Government of Bengal, -^n an cxpjjession 
of the Court’s opinion that parties of Military Police with an European 
Officer, Civil or Military, should, when practicable, be invariably em- 
ployed on such duties. 

I do not agree with the Sessions Judge in his censure of Mr. Harvey’s 
proceedings relative to Mr. Cockburn. I have gone carefully over the 
papers, and I think Mr, Harvey was justified in the conclusion at which 
he arrived, that Mr. Cockburn was not on the ground where the affray 
took place*^ either before or during the affray. The persons who first 
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gave information of the murder did not mention Mr. Cockburn as hav- 
ing been present. Mr. Harvey was on tlic spot next morning, and made 
the people point out to liim the locality of the attack. He saw the 
marks of the men’s feet distinctly, and if they could be seen, the im- 
pression of a horse’s hoof could liave been seen also, but there was no- 
thing of the kind visible, altliongh the ground, Mr. Harvey says, was 
soft in rme at least of the j)laces wliicli were particularly pointed out to 
him. 

Whetlier evidence miglit not have been procured of Mr. Cockburn 
being an accessary before the fact, it is quite impossible from a mere 
perusal of the record to say ; certainly when a body of armed men issue 
from a factory and j)roceed to use force against the liyots of a neigli- 
bouring village to compel them to work for the factory, there is a 
strong presumption that the owner or manager residing in the factory 
must have||mployed them i>n their unlawful curand, and the Magistrate 
should always in these cases direct his attemtion to this point ; but I see 
nothing on the record to induce me to conclude tliat Mr. Harvey has 
neglectc'd Lis duty in this matter, or to compel me to bring his conduct 
, unfavorably to tlu‘ notices of Government ; on the contrary, I have been 
i much pleased with tlie energy and intelligence which are apparent in 
I Mr. Haivey’s jDroceeclings, and must say that I have seldom seen an 
^ affray case better investigated. 


From G. G. Moeuis, Esq., late Joint Magiijjrate of Pubna, to the Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal, — (dated the 12th November 1859.) 

SiK, 

Tjie Wj^Ushrnan newspaper of yesterday’s ^date contains the 

report of the case noted in 

Government and Jaubee Bbwa, the margin, from which I 

versus ^ ^ 

Baga Khan and thirteen others, perceive that a copy of the 

Charged.— With being concerned in an affray in . t j > i xx r 

which Mymen Sheikh was killed, Ketabdee and bessions J udge s letter ot 

SSEi.T5~i.SJ “'i. *>•« 

ment of the Nizamut Adaw- 
lut, have been sent to the Government of Bengal. As the letter of the 
Sessions Judge, Mr* Jacksoui contains some apparently severe ani- 
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madversions on inv conduct, or rather want of comluct, as Joint Magis- 
trate of Pubua, and sujicrior of JVIr, Assistant Harvey, in connection 
whith tliis ea«ie, 1 beg to submit, in jnstiiication and exjilanation, the 
following ol)scrvations bir tlie consideration of Ills Honor tlie Lieute- 
nant“(TOvernor of IhmguL 

2. The Sessions ffudge, looking only to tlu' criminal ri'cord licfore 
him, appears to regard me as m<‘rely an iuiintercst(id sjiectalor of the 
case, in eonse(juonce of whos(» want of vigilant and judicious supervi- 
sion of his Assistant’s proceedings, and laU.svz jhbr system, Insutlicient 
steps were taken to bring aMr. Hockliiirn, the j)ro{)rietor of (dialla fac- 
tory, to juhtice. The Sessions ffudge* could not have lieen ignorant tliat 
this case must necessarily, at its outlet, ]ia\(* b(‘eii rc'ported to me by 
Mr. Har\(‘y, and by me again to the ( lommissiomM* of the Divi-^lon. 
What further communi(‘atlons passed h('twe(‘n Mr. Ilarvi'v and myself 
could (‘a'^lly ha\(' betm ascertained on ludVrcmeo, and liad Mr. Jackson 
adopt(‘d this course he would have been informed lliat iMr. Harvey kept 
me inrormed (leml-oirieially of his proeetnlings ; and that, in logard to 
Mr. Coekhurn’s eomu'etion uitli tlu* aflair, I particularly ylcsii(‘(l tliat a 
statement might be simt, showing wliat jiroofs could be l)j*ought of Mr, 
C’oekbinii’s participation, eitiu'r directly or in(lirc(*tly, suillcient to 
warrant Ins being iiielud(‘d as a Defendant in tin’s ea*^(^ 

H. His Honor aware that in the month of July IHocS f was en- 
gaged for a fortuiglit at (Jialla in investigating eliarges of oppression, <tc., 
brought against Mr. ( ’oekliurn, and in determining the .serious disputes 
betw(‘en him and Mr. Harry and tlie Pakra^see ami Sandyal Z(*mindurs. 
The ])niilshments whieli 1 milicte<l on iMr. (’ockburn’s servants were 
upheld on appeal, and my proeiualings were approved by Government. 
The main and real ]>oint of cont(*ntion, how(‘ver, ndalinl U) tin* farm of 
a number of villages in the luuglibourhood of (Jialla, wlji:;h, it a[)])ear(Ml 
tome, the Pakvassoe Zemindais had originally given toAIr. C<>ckb urn ; 
but, on learning of Mr. Barry’s liostility to T\lr. (V)ckburn, these 
Zemindars ignored tbeir previous lease and gave a fresh one to Mr. 
Barry. I was satisfied, after local inquiry, that i\fr. Cockburn had taken 
and been in undisturbed possession of these villages jirior to tlie inter- 
position of Mr. Barry on the strength of tlie socond lease. In tlie Act IV. 
case that arose on this point, I gave a decree accordingly in favor 
of Mr. Cockburn ; and In consequence of this decision, and looking 
also to the moral effect of my presence, which had assured the Ryots 
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of receiving protection from tlie Authorities^, T entertained great hopes 
that there would be no further cause of impiietude in connection with 
Chulla. Unfortunately Mr. Jackson, on a]>pcal of the Act lY. case, 
took an entirely diflerent view of it, ousted Mr. Cockburn, and gave Mr. 
Barry possession, lluis the old feud was renewed, and the conse([uences 
that followed were such as might have been anticipated. I would 
liere beg also to remind His Honor that the circumstance of my visiting 
Challa, and taking the in\ estigation of all the cases relating to Mr. Coek- 
burn out of the tlien Deputy Afaglstrate of Serajgunge, Mr. Mucken/.ie’s, 
hands into my own, led to a ^ery unpleasant dibugreement Ix^tweeii that 
Olllcer and myself. Mr. "Maekenzic was greatly di^Natisfu^d with this 
act of authority on my part, and the matter ended in his rcunoval to 
another Distinct. Mr. llar\ey succeeded Mr. Macken/ie, and was vested 
with the full powers of a IMagistrate, as Joint Magistrate of Serajgunge. 
H(‘ had been with me at Pubna as Asd^'taiit, and was well awai(‘ of all 
tlH‘ proceedings that had occurred, as v^ell as my own and the Sessions 
Judge’s view of them. 1 had therefore every (‘oiilldtaice in Mr. Harvey’s 
cxperi<nice and. ability in tlie event of another comjdicatlon at Clialla. 
The o])inioii recorded by tlie ^'izamut Adau hit of Mr. Harvey’s energy 
and intoiligeiice” has shwon that that confidence was not unfounded. 

4. When, then, the (‘asc at Gabgaehee arose, it v\ili be easily under- 
stood vvliy T refrained Ivom any peisonal inteifevciice, but contented 
myself vvilli n^questlng Mr. Harvey to ri'port the circumstances to me, 
and more particularly those ulfecting Mr, Cockburn. 1 was glad to bee 
that immediately, on the occurrence of tlie fatal adray, Mr. Harvey 
hurried to the sjiot, and before any line of policy could be adopted by 
cither party, elucidated the real facts himself. The Sessions Judge, 
adhering only to tlie letter of the record, and to the evidence of the 
witnesses cxaiulliod by him, docs not attach that credit to Air. Harvey’s 
local inv(‘stigation, and to his reasons for acfpiilting Afr, Cockburn, 
which the ISTziiumt Adavvlut have justly done. It is surprising to me, 
with his knowdedge of tlie previous animobity existing on tlie part of the 
Native Zemindars toivards Air. Cockburn, that the Sc«^lons Judge should 
draw no distinction betwceen the value to be attached to the evidence 
of the witnesses of the prosecution in regard to the actual alFray, and in 
regard to Air. Cockbum’s actual presence. Nor is it apparent why the 
Sessions Judge, who has convicted all the Prisoners, “ should fnd it 
imj^ossible to place reliance on tlie statement of Jectoo, also of the 
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prosecutrix, widow of the deceased, and of lii-^ moilKU', Cliundra Bewa 
(witness No. 3()), that, witli his dying breath Moiiim (h'clared that he had 
received his mortal injuries from BagaKluin and Lul Kluui (Prisoners Nos. 

1 and 2, at the eommand of Cochhurn),'' and yet arrl\e at the conclusion 
that, “if the statements of tlic witncs.scs on this liead” (/. c., Cock- 
burn’s jiresimcc and demonstrations of anger and command at tlie scene 
of the alTVay), “ slioiild be deeJiied utterly witliout foundiition, ns they 
have been considered by tlie Assistant Magistrate, it irill he impOHsihle 
to pluee relionee in amj ]>avt of their stortf, and the ])iisoners will, in my 
opinioji, be entitled to an acipiittal ” I liavc 7io doubt that, had a sufU- 
cumt interval eia]>scd, the witnesses on the s})ot vvould have giv'en Just as 
direct and straight! orward evidence in condemnation of^Ir. (’ockburn, 
bedoK' Mr. II arvey, as they sub^ecpiently did, several months later, be- 
for(‘ tlie S('ssions dudge. When therefore, in answm- to my coimriunica- 
tion, Mr. Harvey informed me that, after careful investigation, lie had 
come to the i‘onclusion that there was not sullicicuit proof on wliieh to 
bring a prosecution against Mr. Coekbnrn to a successful issiu', or to prove 
his comjillcity in the atliay, and that he had aecoulingly V(‘leased Mr. 
(a)ekburn fioiii detention, and committed tlie principal assailants to the 
Sessions, T felt satisfied with iiis decision, and did not (hami it necessary 
to look into the minor or collateral parts of tlie ease. Ibidm* these cir- 
cumstances, and looking to the remarks of the Nizamut Adavvlut, J trust 
Flis Honor the Limitenant-Govomor will acquit me of the charge 
of supineiicss and want of sujiervision, in a case of such imjiortance, 
vvhicli the Session.s f Judge has thought fit to bring ag'ahist me, and which 
! have this day learnt only for the first time in the columns of a 
newspaper. 

From F. Gottlosbitey, Er<j., Commissioner of tho Bajshahye Division, to the 
Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 212, dated the 
24th January 1860.) 

Sir, 

With reference to your letter No. 501)0, dated tlie 19th 
September last, and its enclosure, 1 have the honor to forward a ('opy of 
one from the Officiating Magistrate of Pubna, of the 10th instant. No. 
24, together with a copy of the report furnished by tlio Assistant Magis- 
trate, Mr. Harris, who made the inquiries directed during the time ho 
was officiating as Magistrate of the District. 

2. It will be seen that, after making a full and searching inquiry on 
the spot where the affray occurred and in its neighbourhood, Mr. Harris 

41 
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was unable to obtain any reliable evidence of Mr. Cockb urn’s direct com- 
plicity in the case ; and I must add my opinion to that of the presiding 
Judge of the Nizamut Adawlut (of which a copy is appended), to the 
effect that the censure passed by the Sessions Judge on Mr. Harvey’s 
proceedings was wliolly undeserved. 

3. The case was promptly and thoroughly investigated at the time it 
occurred. Mr. Harvey was on the spot ten hours after the affray took 
place, and spared no pains to elicit the true facts. It may therefore be 
presumed that, had Mr. Cockbum taken an active part in the affray, as 
alleged by the opposite party, sufficient trustworthy evidence of the fact 
would then have been obtained, but there was no such evidence, as will ap- 
pear from the following Extract of Mr. Harvey’s report on the case : — 

“ Although In my own mind I had concluded, from the discrepancies 
in the evidence, that Mr. Cockburn could not have been on the spot, yet, 
to put the matter beyond a do\d>t, 1 made a searching examination of 
the ground he was alleged to have ridden over, and although the land 
was in such a state that T could distinguish the prints of a number of 
men’s feet, yet I could not in any one single place see the prints of 
horses’ feet, either with or without shoes ; one place especially, where 
the plaintiff and witnesses pointed out as soft and likely, even there they 
could not show the prints of any horse’s feet.” 

4. Tdiis seemed to me conclusive as to the falsity of the plaintiff’s 
assertion that ]\lr. Cockburn had directed the attack on the village in 
person, and 1 did not consequently consider it necessary at the time to 
order further inquiries ; I was quite satisfied that Mr. Harvey, who is an 
active and intelligent young Otlicer, had neglected no means of arriving 
at the truth. 

5. The case, though serious and fatal in its results, was a very simple 
one. About twenty-five or thirty men, of whom some, if not all, were 
armed, went from Mr. Cockbum’s factory of Clialla to the village. 
They tried first by persuasion, and then by force, to get the Ryots to 
bring their ploughs, but the latter refused, and began to pelt the party 
with clods, while retreating towards the village. The factory people 
followed them up, and the deceased was struck just as he entered 
the village, receiving three or four separate wounds from a ^^soolfee,^' 
They then passed through the village, wounding two more of the Ryots, 
and carrying off all the cattle. 

fi. It may be presumed that Mr. Cockbum was not ignorant of this 
party having left his factory with such an object, and in so far he may 
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justly be held blanieable, but I can find no suillclent grounds for 
ulterior proceedings against him. 


From H. Mxtspbatt, Esq , OiTiciating Magistrate of Pubna, to the Commissioner 
of the Eajshahyo Division, — (No. 24, dated the 13th January 1860.) 

Sir, 

With reference to the correspondence noted in the margin, I 
„ cs * . n . r 1 honor to forward, in original, the 

From Socrotary to Govt, of Roiijj^al ’ n ’ 

Septemb^rlssr’ report called for, prepared by Mr. Harris, 

Commissioner to Ma^^istrate, No. Assistant Magistrate, who made inauiries 

763, dated 12th October 1859. ? . 

on tlic spot during the time he was offi- 
ciating as Magistrate of the District. 

Mr. Harris clearly points out great discrepancies in the evidence of 
the witnesses who were the parties aggrieved in tlie case ; 1 do not 
therefore consider it proved at all that Mr. Cockburn was on the spot 
either before or during the time the alTray took place. It will be seen 
from Mr. Samuells’ decision, that when complaint was first made of the 
affray, no mention was made of Mr. Cockburn having been on the spot. 

I therefore cannot but think that witnesses must have been tutored 
to say that Mr. Cockburn rode up, appeared very angry, and ordered his 
people to ma7* the Ryots. Tliis bit of the evidence i.s exactly repeated 
by each witness, but on cross examination as to the color of Mr. Cock- 
burn’s dress and horse, and as to the route he took after giving orders, 
differs so materially, 1 do not think that any dependence can be placed 
on any of the evidence as to Mr. Cockburn having ridden to the spot 
and given the order for the attack. 

2. As regards Mr. Cockburn’s being an accessory before the fact, 
there is no evidence at all on this point. Although I cannot but suspect 
that Mr. Cockburn must have been aware that his servants were going 
out to force the Ryots to give their ploughs, and as he resided so close to 
the place, he is morally guilty of not looking p]‘operly after his servants. 

3. As regards Mr. Cockburn’s being an accessory after the fact, 
there is strong presumption that he may liave known how the cattle had 
been seized, but still there is no direct proof on this point ; and though 
Mr. Cockburn has sold the factory since the affray to the Zemindars* 
whose Ryots were the parties attacked in tlie affray, yet Mr. Karris was 
unable to obtain any clue to Mr. Cockburn s conduct in tlie case or 
knowledge of what had taken place, 

4. Under these circumstances, and also laying great stress on the 
opinion given by Mr. Samuells, a Judge of the Sadder Nizamut, copy 
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of wliicli is enclosed, I consider that there is no evidence against Mr. 
Cockburn, and therefore 1 do not forward tlic papers of the case. 

5. The difliculty of punishing the instigators to affrays demands, I 
think, the serious attention of the Legislative Council. 

The servants of INfr. Ck)ckbiim in this case did not commit an affray 
for any end of their own, but manifestly for the advantage of tlieir 
employer ; and 1 would propose that in all cases in which the proof of 
the affray shows that it took place solely for the advantage of tlic assai- 
lant's employer, and that the employer cannot prove that he know nothing 
of the matter, and that the emph) 3 '^er did not aid the Magistrate in 
liringing the offenders to justice, that the property regarding wliich the 
afiray took place should be confiscated to (government. 

0. As it may appear that delay has occurred in preparing and for- 
warding this report, 1 havti the honor to state that the letter of the 
(fovernment of Bengal was received on the 2<Sth Oetolier ; lliat IMr. 
Molonv, tlien Offiehiting Magistrate, was shortly after removed to rfessoro 
on the 28th October; and that IMr. Harris, the Assistant iMagistrate in 
charge, applied to the Commissioner to know if ho was to investigate 
the case orh‘t it remain till ]\fr. siiec(*ssor arrived. 

7. besides these reasons, the original papers of the case wmre only 
received hack from the Sessions dudge on the 27th ultimo, and the 
Assistant Magistrate had to compare the evidence given ])efor(‘. him with 
that given in the previous trials before the Joint Magistrate and Sessions 
Judge. 


From G. L. IIareis, Esq., Assistant Magistrate of Pubna, to the OflTiciating Ma- 
gistrate of Pubna, — (dated the 9tli January 18C0.) 

Sin, 

T HAVE the honor to report the rcsidts of the re-investigation 
of the late fuibgachee affray case, as carried on hy me, in accordance 
with tbe Commissioner’s Memorandum of the 12th October 18a9. 

2. Beyond the fact of the men who committed the affray being his 
servants, I have liecn unable to detect any direct complicity on tlie part 
of Mr. Cockburn. 

3. I may mention that the plan adopted hy me in collecting the evi- 
dence was to ride in person every morning to the villages between Gab- 
gachco and Challa F actory , and interrogate whomsoever I happened to - 
meet on the road or found engaged in the ordinary avocations of home. 
All wdiom I got in this manner were then brought to my tent, where 
their depositions were taken on oath. 
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4. Almost the entire mass of the evklence thus collected by me bears 
only on the single point of Mr. W. Cockbiirn’s actual presence on the 
field. On that point I liave to make tbe following observations : — 

1. Witness deotoo savs — Mr. (kK'kbiini went in the direction marked 
A D npon leaving tlie fi<*ld. Oookhyram and Tlamclnmdro Chungo 
give A 11 as tlie direction in wliich Mr. Coekbiirn went away, and 
Ifohhn Ih'amanik, Annndo (diundo and Sadoolali say A. TJiese are 
discrepancies w]ii(‘.]i 1 cannot reconcile with the tnitli, for the men wore 
so close to Mr. Cockburn (sec map) that it is iin})osslhlo they could difier 
so widely from one another if they were really deposin<f to Avluit tJiey say. 

2. The witnesses named in the margin, who deposed to having seen 

Bislinuntli Ciljosf*. 1 t7ot;ur j\nrnt. tliC llieil, say that HO Sd/tch Wdfi OlHONilf 

Golak Siicar. j Ki^to Pia-niaiiilv. 

Kall<a‘ Prauiai)ik. ITaroo SooiMliai, f C t. 

Januki Uewa. ' Itotou 13ewa. 

?). Kctabdee (one of the men wounded in the aflVay) d(^]K>sed on 
oatli before j\Ir. Harvey that Mr. (■(>ckl)nrn was riding a red horse, and 
that he wore a black Inil and black clothes. Before mo the same* man 

swore that Mr. (/ockbiirn was cm a white horse and ihat^ his dross was 

# 

white. Beganling this man's ])erjury, 1 liave no doubt, you will jiass the 
nec‘-essary orders. 

4. One man (yVnundo (dmndo), who says lie saw Afr. Cockhurn 
come on and go oil’ the field, declares he did not hcatr him glv<‘ jjuy 
order. Now, this man was standing as closer to Mr. (.'ockhnrii (for I 
made him pcmit out liis exact position) as Jec^too, Sadoolali and otlicrs, 
who depose to having licard the order. 

5. 1 find from the old pa[)ors of the case, which came to liand after 
my investigation, that Mr. Harvey ])laecd Mr. C’oc.'khurn on Ins dt‘fence, and 
on this point acquitted him. Mr. Harvey says, although In my own 
mind T had concluded from the discrc])ancles in the evidence, that Mr. 
Cockbum could not have been on the spot, yet to put the matter h^y ond 
a doubt, I made searching examination of the ground he was alleged to 
have ridden over ; and although the land was in such a state tliat I could 
distinguish the prints of a number of men’s feet, yet I could not in any 
one single place sec the prints of horse's feet, either with or without 
shoes. One place specially, where the plaintifi’ and witnesses pointed 
out as soft and likely, even there they could not show any horse’s imprints. 
“ Mr. Cockburn 1 acquit, as far as my Court is concerned, of being con- 
cerned personally in the riot.” 
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6. The accompanying is an extract from the Nlzamut Adawlut’s 
decision in this case. 

7. 1 have therefore come to the conclusion, that to place Mr- 
Cockburn again on his defence on this point would be useless, and out of 
the question. 

8. I now come to consider the evidence against Mr. Cockburn as an 
accessory before or after the fact. 

9. I may mention, by the way, that, a few days after the affray, Mr. 
Cockburn sold the Challa Concern to the Sandeals of Sollop, who are the 
present proprietofs of it. These Sandeals were having continual disputes 
with Mr. Cockburn, which disputes finally resulted in the affray. 

ID. I made every endeavour to procure the evidence of persons who 
were servants of Challa Factory in Mr. Cockburn s lime, and with this 
object made personal inquiries at the various factories around Challa, 
including those at SerajgungC, .Tamirta, Mohungunge, &c. 

11. I succeeded in getting only four Boona coolies, who knew 
nothing of the matter. 

12. It may not perhaps be wondered at that I did not succeed in 
getting an 7 of Mr. Cockburn’s old servants, when we consider the length 
of time that has elapsed, the affray having occurred in March 1859, a 
few days after which Mr. Cockburn left that part of the country, and the 
concern fell into the hands of other parties (i. e. the Sandeals). 

13. From the evidence of the pound-keeper at Shahazadporc, it 
appears that the plundered cattle were brought to him, as being found 
trespassing on Indigo by some Challa people, bearing a ckallan having 
Mr. Cockburn’s signature upon it. I have been, however, unable to 
discover any clue which might lead to the apprehension of these men, nor 
any trace of the challan. 

14. But of this there can be no doubt (as I have intimated above), 
that the affray was committed by persons in Mr. Cockburn’s service ; and 
I ancOcertainly of opinion that, if a man allows or takes no measures to 
prevent his own servants from going about armed with spears, &c,, &c., 
and this at a time when he is at feud with the whole surrounding country 
(as was the case in tliis instance), he should be held to a certain extent 
responsible if anything serious takes place. 

15. I believe that the servants of the factory in this case would not 
have armed themselves thus if, in doing so, they thought that they were 
acting contrary to Mr. Cockburn’s wishes ; and I certainly think that Mr. 
Cockburn should on this point be put on his defence. 
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Extract from the remarhB by the presidiiifif Judge on (he trial of Baga Khan 

and others. 

** I do not agree with the Sessions Judge in his eensure of Jlr. 
Harvey’s proceedings relative to Mr. Cockbum. I have gone carefully 
over the papers, and [ think Mr. Harvey was justified in the conclusion 
at which he arrived, that 1\1 t. Cockbum was not on the ground where the 
affray took place, either before or during the affray. 

“ The persons who first gave information of the murder did not mention 
Mr. Cockbum as having been present. Mr. Harvey was on the sj>ot 
next morning, and made the people point out to him the locality of the 
attack. He saw the marks of the men’s feet distinctly, and, if they 
could be seen, the impression of a horse-hoof could have been seen also, 
but there was nothing of the kind visible, although tlie ground, Mr. 
Harvey says, was soft in one at least of the places which was particularly 
pointed out to liiin. 

“ Wliether evidence miglit not have been procured of Mr. Cockbum 
being an accessory before the fact, it is (piite impossible, from a mere 
perusal of tlie record, to say. (h'rtainly when a body of armed men issue 
from a factory, and proceed to use force against the llyots of a ueighliour- 
ing villag(‘, to compel them to work for (he factory, there is a strong pre- 
sumption that the owner or manager ri'slding in the factory must 
have emjJoycd them on their unlawful errand ; and tlie Magistratt* should 
always in tlicsc cases direct his attention to this point. l>ut I sec nothing 
on the record to induce me to conclude that ]\Ir. IIar\ ey has neglected his 
duty in tliis matter, or to compel me to bring his conduct unfavorably to 
the notice of (Government ; on the contrary, I have been much pleased with 
the energy and intelligence which arc apparent in ^Ir. Harvey’s proceed- 
ings, and must say that I have seldom seen any affray case better 
investigated.” 

E. A, SamuelLvS, 

The I 6//1 September 1859. Judge^f 


From E. II. Lushtngton, Esq., Offiriiiling Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
to the Commissioner of the Rajshuhje Division, — (No. 393, dated Camp 
Muneer, the 18th February I860,) 

Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No, 212, 
dated the 24th ultimo, with its enclosure, submitting your report 
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on tlie case against Mr. Cockburn, of the Cluilla Indigo Factory, and to 
intoriii you In reply that, as nothing has been discovered whicli 'w^ould 
warrant proceedings being* instituted against that gentleman, as being 
concerned in llie aflray in rpicstion, no further orders appear to be 
necessary. 

2. I am nlso desin^d to state that, taking into consideration the cir- 
Cfimstanees now adduced, together with tJie opinion expressed by tlic 
presiding Judge of the Sinhlcr Court, which was not before the Govern- 
ment when tlie instructions of l^tli Sejilmuber, to your address, were 
issikhI, tlie Li<‘ut(mMnt-Gov(U’nor is satisfied tliat the censure passc<l by 
tlie Sessions friidgo on the Oflicors employed in the investigation in 
(jiiestion, was undeserved; and a communication to that elTect has been 
sent to Mr. Moi'ris, late eloint Magistrate of Fubna, who separately 
dii3|ictly addressed tlie Government on the subject. 

3. Tlie negistor of the fniddcr Court, in forwarding the copy of tlie 
opinion above referred to, represented it to be Mr. Sauuiclls’ opinion “that 
the employment of two Burkundauzes, for the purpose of preventing an 
Indigo adVay, is absurd; and that a party of Military Police, with a 
Eurojieaii Oilicer, Civil or Military, sliould, when practic.ablc, bo invari- 
ably em])loyed in such duties.”' The Lieutenant Governor, 1 am direct- 
ed to slater, entirely cemeurs in the propriety of these remarks ; and you 
arc accordingly reijucsted to desire the Magistrates under your control 
to give eflbct to tliem whenever circumstunces permit. 


From E. H. Lttsttinoton, Esq., OfRciatini^ Secretary to the Government of Ben- 
gal, to G. G. Moeris, Esq., c. s., late Joint Magistrate of Pubna, — (ISTo. 394, 
dated Camp Muneer, the IStli February 1860.) 

SXK, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
the 12th November last, and in reply to inform you that the explana- 
tion submitted by you, of your proceedings in the aflray case, in whicli 
the people of the Challa Indigo Factory were concerned, in conjunction 
with the remarks of the presiding Judge of the Sudder Court on the 
trial, exonerate you from any blame. 



No. 5VII. 


IV'tilion from Ihe Inlial)itanl8 of Zlllali NiiJcloa, to llio Hon’blo llio Liehten 
G ovi UNOR of Bengal, — (dated doyranipore, llie 16t]i February I8d() ) 


Most Bkspectft ij.y Showfcth, 


That your j)oor petitioners’ village lies in the vicinity of the 
Lokenathporc Factory, the present manager of wliich is ]\lr. J. Mears ; 
tliat ]\rr. J. Mears is unbearably opjn’essive towards them. 

Isf. That two rupees is nchaneed for e\ery beegali of land which 
your poor petitioners are compelled to culti\ ate for Indigo ; that one 
beegnh measured out to them for the purpose is equal to onc-and-a-half 
beegah of ordinary measurement ; that for every plough used by them 
they are required to eultiiatc four such beegahs ; that they are made 
to employ themselves in cultivation almost without intemiption from the 
month of Magh to (’licit, that is, till the rain falls and Indigo is sown; 
tliat as soon as the plants come to have four leaves, they are pressed 
to commence weeding, and are not allowed to cultivate their paddy 
Helds till the month of Joit ; that ten beegahs cun be cultivated at most 
with one plough, of which six are taken for Indigo, and the remain* 
ing four beegahs, which are sufiered to be sown with paddy, yield almost 
nothing, owing to the sowing lieing unseasonable. 

2nd. That the working of twenty plonglis is required to prepare one. 
beegah of land for the sow ing of Indigo, the cost of which is two 
rupees eight annas — that tlie wT<Hliiig charge is one nipcc; the 
price of seed cannot be accurately estimated, varyuig as it docs in difler- 
ent years. It can, however; be fairly reckoned to be, upon an average, 
linipec; the cost of reaping and carriage per beegah is eight annas, 
and the rent is (1-4) one rupee four annas. Thus tlic total cost of growing 
Indigo on one beegah of land, and carrying the same to tlie factory, gene* 
rally amounts to six rupees four annus. In settling the price of 
plants, the factory amlah pass one cartful of plants for one bundle, so, 
unless the crop is exceedingly *good, your poor petitioners produce 
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per bcegali may not pass for 5 or C bundles. Your poor petitioners are 
paid at the rate of 6 bundles per nipec. So, for every beegali sown on 
advance, they incur a loss of four or five rupees, or 16 lis. or 20 Es. for 
each plough they use. 

3/#. Besides the heavy loss your poor petitioners suffer from the 
planting system, they are obliged to protect themselves from mal-treat- 
ment from the factory Amlah by payment of 8 or 10 rupees a year by 
way of commission and presents. 

Atli, The advance being once made, y<^r poor petitioners are ever to 
stand in debt to the factory ; and as the amount of the debt increases 
year by year, the number of beegahs they are required to cultivate for 
Indigo increases till their utter ruin. 

^tli. Besides the lands cultivated by your poor petitioners on advance, 
Mr. Mears cultivates about 1000 beegahs for Lokenathpore Factory 
immediately at his own expense; of this about 700 beegahs lie in Joy- 
rampore. For these 700 beegahs he has only 7 ploughs. The quantity 
of land which can be cultivated by 7 ploughs, is at most 70 or 80 bee- 
gahs, so the cultivation of the 700 beegalis, minus tlie 70 or 80 beegahs 
cultivated by Ids own ploughs, falls upon the head of your poor peti- 
tioners, This task they are made to do after they have done sowing Indigo 
on the lands allotted to them on account of the advance. Formerly the 
cultivation of Indigo was not so expensive ; then there did not exist the 
practice of weeding, and the bundle was mcabured with a chain of 3 cubits 
length, instead of its, as above stated, being determined at the pleasure 
of the factory Amlah ; the Vat whereof the contents then passed for 
1 50 bundles, now being loaded with onc-and-a-half times as much plant, 
passes for 70 bundles only. 

&th. The lands cultivated by Mr. Mears at his own expense in the 
village of your poor petitioners, arc their and lands. For 

these he pays rent at the rate of 8 annas per beegah, although the pro- 
per rate is 1 2 annas 3 pie. Besides these lands, he causes an equal 
quantity of land to be left fallow, without paying any rent for the same ; 
therefore, taking both the cultivated and fallow lands into account, the 
rate comes to 4 annas per beegah ; on the other hand your poor peti- 
tioners have to pay to the Zemindar at the rate of six annas per beegah. 

1th Some of your poor petitioners have Bamboo clumps and trees 
which the factory people cut and carry away at their pleasure, and never 
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condescend to pay properly for the same. Such even of your poor peti- 
tioners as having no plough or bullock, grow by manual labor plantains, 
brinjals, &c., do not escape the rapacity of the Planter s people. 

8^/t. At the manufacturing season 3 ru]>ccsis paid in advance to cart- 
drivers. The proper wages of a cart-driver is 5 or 6 annas p^ diem ; 
during a whole day he can carry Indigo from the field to the factory 
twice or thrice. A cartful of plant generally passes, as above noticed, 
for one bundle; and for the carriage of 100 such bundles the driver is 
paid 2 Rs. 8 As, out of whicli tlie anilah deduct tl\eir commission and 
other dues. Thus, unless the driver works for the period of two whole 
months, the sum of 3 rupees advanced stands unliijuidated, 

^th. The village inhabited by your poor petitioners is held in //aroA 
by the said Sahib ; that over and above the rental to which he is en- 
titled, as representative of the Zemindar, he exacts 1 anna per every 
rupee of the rental as his Tjardaree, a cess positively prohibited by Law ; 
that he destroys date plantations and pepper which they grow on their 
lands, saying that there would gradually he a scarcity of Indigo lands if 
the Ryots be suflered thus to appiopriate their lands to their own use. 

10^/?. Tliat all these acts of oppression fall very hard upon your 
poor petitioners, especially as the price of articles of food has risen so 
high of late years ; that to such deplorable poverty most of your poor 
petitioners are reduced that although tliey labour hard from morning to 
evening they arc hardly able to preserve their families from starvation ; 
that if any one l)e bold enough to apply to the lawful Authorities for remedy 
against these oppressions, the factory people send lattials, take him to the 
factory,, fine him and exact the fine by the sale of his chattels, or in- 
flict on him hard corporal pimislmieiit. That truth of these grievances 
will be made clear by reference to Baboo Obhoy Churn Mullick, Deputy 
Collector, deputed to ascertain and give compensation for lands wdiich 
have fallen in the Eastern Bengal Railway, who has had, during his 
stay in the neighbourhood, sufficient opportunities of witnessing and 
hearing of the same. 

Will. Your poor petitioners having complained of these acts of op- 
pression to Mr. Reid, the late Officiating Commissioner of Nuddea 
Division, and Mr. Drummond, Magistrate of Nuddea, about a month 
ago, during their late inspection tour, Mr. Hears and Mr. Tweedy, his 
Assistant at Lokenathpore Factory, have been incensed against your 
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poor petitioners, and to gratify their revenge have assembled jLi\imerous 
lattials and spearsmen in difterent factories, viz. Lokenathpore, Rarnnug- 
ger, Chandpore, Taltolla, and have appointed Wooma Nath Roy, of 
Monohurporc, commander of tliis force, and threaten to plunder and set 
fire to Jipnr poor petitioners’ village, imprison and put them to torture 
in the factory godown, and to do other acts of lawless cruelty. 

Under these circumstances your poor petitioners humbly pray that 
your Honor will be pleased to take their perilous situation into your 
favourable consideration, and make some provision for their protection 
and deliverance from the oppression stated above. 


No. 580. 

Resolution — ^28th February 1860. 

Read a petition dated the IGth February 1860, from Takoordoss 
Bhuttacbnrgcc and certain other Inhabitants of Joyrauiporc, Zillah Nud- 
dea, complaining of the opjiression practised on them by Mr. J. Hears, 
the present Manager of the Lokenauthporc Indigo Factory. 

Ordered. — That the Petitioners be Informed, in regard to their com- 

^ ^ plaint of the low price allowed for their Indigo plant, 

that the Government cannot interfere with the price 
which any persons may offer Ryots for any sort of crop, and that whether 
for Indigo plant or for any other sort of produce it is for them and those 
who deal with them, by mutual agreement, to make their own bargains. 
Their complaint, therefore, against a certain Planter for requiring from 
them more Indigo for a certain amount of money than they can afford 
to give is one that Government cannot entertain; as it is optional with 
them to agree to cultivate Indigo, or to decline to do so, or to make 
what bargains they please in the matter. If they and other Ryots and 
Indigo manufacturers cannot come to agreements as to the price of 
Indigo plant which will be to the advantage of both parties, it will be a 
subject of regret, but it will not be a matter in which Government can 
interfere in favor of either party. 

With reference to the next complaint of the Petitioners, namely, that 
to protect themselves from m«||reatment by the factory servants, they 
are obliged to pay them 8 or 10 Rupees a year by way of commission 
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or presents, the Petitioners are informed that if such bribes are given to 
induce the factory servants to cheat their master, they are very wrong to 
give them. If the factory servants, as the Petitioners allege, induce the 
Petitioners to give such bribes by threats, they should complain to the 
master of the factory, who must ultimately be the greatest sufferer by 
such extortion, and if in consequence of their refusing to pay such bribes 
any more, they are really maltreated by any one, they should make a 
s})eciric complaint, supported by proof, to the Magistrate, or sue for 
damages in the MoonsiH*’s Court, or adopt both courses. It is futile to 
make general complaints to Government in such cases, which no one 
can know to be cither true or false. 

As to the consequences of taking advances, it is optional witli the 
Petitioners to take advances and to enter into contracts for Indigo, or 
not to do so. In this matter they require no assistance beyond that of 
the Law, Avhicli is equally fair to all parties. But if they enter into 
lawful contracts of their own will, they must expect to be required to 
fulfil them. 

As to the complaint of being obliged to cultivate Mr. Mears’ land 
with Indigo, the Petitioners are informed that as no Zemindijr, Planter, 
IMustagir, or other person has any right to force Kyots to cultivate his 
lands, unless tliey Iiave agreed to do so for a consideration, the same 
remarks are aj)plicable. And so of the complaint that Mr^Iears takes 
and cultivates the jinnrui and bromoiur lands of the Petitioners at an 
inadequate rent. 

If in reality any persons whether factory servants, or others, unautho- 
rizedly cut the Petitioners’ bamboos and trees, their remedy is to prose- 
cute the wrong-doers in the Civil or Criminal Courts, or in both. Such 
acts cannot be done without evidence thereof being easily attainable. 

If the complaint of the illegal exaction of one anna a heegah is true, 
the Petitioners have remedy by prosecuting in the Collcctoratc Courts 
under Act X, of 1859. 

As to the fears of the Petitioners from the alleged assemblage of lat- 
tials in certain factories in order to punish them for making complaints 
of aggression, that is a point wliich, if true, the Petitioners should repre-- 
sent to the Darogah and the Magistrate, giving at the same time proof 
of the fact. The Lieutenant Governor Ip no doubt that, if they do so, 
the District Officers will take all proper precautions to prevent outrage. 
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No. 581. 

Copy of the above Resolution and of the Petition to which it is 
a reply forwarded to tlie Commissioner of Nuddea, with especial lofei- 
cncc to the last point of the order. 



Ko. XVIII. 


Vrom tLe Tububltants of Chur l^animiggnr, to the Hon’ble .T, P. Gbant, 
Lieuteuant-G over nor of Bengal, — (dated Moorahedabad, Chur Kamuuggur, 
tlie 7th January IBOO.) 

Honored Sir, 

W E the undersigned most liumhly heg, for tlic inhabi- 
tants of Chur Eamnuggur, to submit before y()ur Honor a statement of 
our grievances given in, with some details belo^^, and earnestly hojx'. for 
redress through the gracious interference of your Honor. 

Chur llamnuggur is a Govermnent Khas^ ]\fehal held formerly by 
Slieeb Soondree Dassia and others under a lease subject to be removed at 
will ; and when, avc are happy to say, we enjoyed comparative ease and 
liaj)piness. Some years ago unfortunate diirercmce having taken ])lace 
with some of the Ryots of the \illage and the Messrs. Watson and Co., 
the two parties, Shceb Soondree and Messrs Watson & Co. fell out witli the 
deadly hatred against each other. In the mean time, Mi*ssrs Watson and 
Co. applied to the Collector of Moorshedabad for an lease of the 

said mehal oflcring to pay an increase of rent, and notwithstanding all 
our remonstrances and protestatioiib to tlie contraiy the Collector agreed 
to let out the mehal on an //Vzm// jummaand appiehensions ue then enter- 
tained have now but been too avcU verified. It would appear from the sub- 
fee(pient proceedings on the part of the Managers of Messrs Watson and 
Co., that they took the Ijarah of the said Mehal not so much to facilitate the 
business of their trade as to w'leak their vengeance upon Sceb Soondree 
by tyrannizing over the indigent and hejdess Byots, many of^^\hom 
seeing no other hope have since found safety in flight, and in this act the 
Government Officials, whether consciously or not we will not aver, have 
lent their assisting hand. We will here enumerate few of the acts of 
their oppression. 

They forged Kishun Salie pottahs or contracts for the supply of Indigo 
plants bearing signatures of illiterate men, and brought cases of violation 
of such contracts against many of the E||ots before the Criminal Court, 
two of these having been first dismissed by the Deputy Magistrate, Baboo 
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Sreoshchimder Vidynniliiaaiid the SuddurAmecn, Baboo GrecshchundiM* 
(Jhosc. Appeals from tlieir respective judgments were preferred before 
the Sessions Judge, wlio in spite of the proliibitions of the existing 
Hegulations to hear sueli a])})eals, ordered them to be retried by the 
Magistrate in ])erson. Hie Magistrate, agreeably to the instructions of 
Ids sujieiior, sentenced tlic jirisoiier to imprisonment, and similarly dis- 
posed of the rest. Your Honor is well aware how easy it is to fabricate 
sucli do(*nments, ami to torment the poor illiterate peasantry of a village; 
the whole fraud will come to light on an inspection of the records of 
tlic case. 

2. A dispute having taken place with regard to the sowdng of Indigo 
sei‘ds in those lands of ours already sown with pulse and other grains ; 
a case of fictitious murder has been got, up implicating many of us. 
Further, the Magistrate has ordered the Police to assist the servants of 
Messrs Watson and Co. to sow seeds in the aforesaid lands: a copy of 
this is herewith ajipendcd. 

Our village lies within the jurisdiction of Yhannali Goas, the late 
Darogah of whicli jdace, Baboo M(»liuu Lai Mozoomdar was a good man, 
and would not act according to the wishes of the aforesai<l Planters, and 
whom it was their interest to remove. On one occasion, therefore, the 
P dice ILannah w’^as assaidted wdtli cluhs and lattials with Messrs. Loudon 
and Loggins at their head, and the ease being proved against them they 
W'(Te summarily sentenced to jiay a fine of 10 rupees eacli. The object 
of the Managers Avere gained at last ; the Darogah Avas suhscqueiitly 
susjiended indtdinitely for not having assisted them in another case. 

4. In another case of dispute with respect to the sowdng of Indigo, 
Sholiobut Shekh Avas shot through one of his legs; the case is still peJiding 
before the Magistrate. Another case of Loottcraj has again happened, 
and it is undergoing local investigation. 

Hoping that the above case avjU meet with your Honor s favorable 
consideration. 


From the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to A. Gbotk, Esq , CommisBioner 
of the Nuddea Division,— (No. 82, dated the 19tli January I860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to forward to you, m original, the accompanying 
Petition purporting to be from certain Inhabitants of Chur Kanuiuggur, 
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in tlic District of Moor.^hcdubad, ooiTiplnining of the proceedings of the 
local AiUliorities in supporting Messrs. AVatson and Co. in compelling 
them to sow Indigo, and to rerpiest that you will he good enough to 
favor the Lieutenant Governor with a report thereon. 

2. It is noticed by the Lieutenant Governor that all the signatures 
are seemingly in one handwriting. 

3. The return of the Petition is requested with your reply. 


From A. Grote, Esq., Commissioner of the Nudelea Division, to the Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal, — (No. 26, Ct., dated Alliporc, the 31st January 
1800 .) 

Sir, 

With reference to your letter No. 82, dated the 19th instant, 
wliicli a])pears to have been addressed to this Oflice through inadvertence, 
1 beg to state that I have this day forwarded it, together with its enclo- 
sure, in original, to tlic Commissioner of Kajshahye, requesting him to 
submit the required report to Government. * 


From F. Gouldsbury, Esq., Commissioner of Circuit, Rfijslialiye Division, to the 
Secretary to the Government oi' Bengal, Fort AVilliain, — (No. GCt., dated 
Berliainporc, the 28th Marcli 18(>0.) 


Sir, 

With reference to the Officiating Secretary’s letter to the 
address of the Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, No. 82, dated the 
19 til of January last, whicli was transferred to this office by Mr. Grote, 
I have the honor to forward, in original, a letter from the Officiating 
Magistrate and Collector of Moorshedabad, No. 203^, dated the 17th 
instant, with enclosures, reporting on the petition purporting to be from 
certain inhabitants of Chur Eamnuggur, which is hercwitli returned. 

2. Under the circumstances stated in the 3rd para, of Mr. Beaufort’s 
letter, it seems evidently objectionable that the farm of the Government 
estate should revert to Sheebsoondree Dassca, or rather to her manager 
Bejaikisto Shaha, who has been inciting the Ryots to oppose the present 
lessees, Messrs. Watson and Co. I have accordingly instructed the Col- 
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lector to withhold from the former the option of taking the farm at the 
expiration of the present lease, which he had been formerly authorized 
to allow her. 


Prom W. Morris Bkaii FORT, Esq., OfTg. Magistrate anti Collector of Moorshe- 
(labatl, to the Commissioner of the Eajshahyc Division, Beanleah, — (No. 20.‘3j, 
tinted Berhamporo, 17lh March 1800.) 

Sin, 

In reply to your letters No. 1G6 and 291 of the 9tli ultimo, I 
luive the honor to inform you that I directed Mr. Asst. Kean to proceed 
to the spot and investigate the truth of the statements made in the peti- 
tion sent to His Honor the Lieutenant Governor. 

I have now the honor to submit the report of his proceedings receiv- 
ed from Mr. Kean. 

A very large proportion of the cultivation of Messrs. Watson and Co.’s 
factory at Hairampoor belongs to the village of Ramnuggur, and in con- 
sequence of differences existing between them and Bejalkisto Shaha, 
under whose influence the late farmer, Shcchsoondercc Dassea, widow of 
Gour Soondur Shaha, was; Messrs. Watson and Co. last year, through 
their manager, Mr. Gordon, offered an advance of Rs. 300 for the farm. 
1 recommended the acceptance of the offer, as the late farmer when 
given the option refused to pay what was offered by Messrs. Watson 
and Co. You sanctioned the arrangement and our new farmers were 
installed. From that day to this, however, they have been prevented 
from collecting their rents, and opposed in every way by Bejaikisto 
Shaha whom the Ryots are afraid to disobey because Messrs. Watson and 
Co.’s lease is for one year only, and they would suffer when the mehal 
reverted, as under your orders it will next May, to the former farmer 
upon the expiration of the present lease. 

The foregoing explanation will show distinctly the quarter from which 
this fictitious petition from the Ryots has come. 
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From 11. Kean, Esq.^ Assistant Collector anti Assistant Afat^istrate, Afooivshe'-la- 
bad, to W^ AI. Bkaufoht, Es(i., Officiating Alagi^trato and Collector 
Aloorshcdabad, — (No. 191, dated Berlianipcw, the IGili Alarcli 18G0.) 

SfK, 


T HAVE ibo honor to inform you tliat in accordance with 
your instructions T proceeded to Thaiinah Goash, and inf]uired into the 
particulars of the petition said to liave been signed by the Ryots of 
Char Ramnuggur and forwarded by them to the Government of Bengal. 

In the first place, as regards tlic allegations of the petition, — 

1. (1.) LTndcr what circumstances Messrs. Watson and Co. really 

^ ^ ^ obtained,* for one year, the Izara of Chur Ram - 

* 111 May 1859. j 

niiggur, you are, of course, well aware ; you will re- 

member that they offered 300 Rupees in excess of tlie Juinuia,^ as then 
held by the former Izaradar. They have not however, as you are aware, 
been able to collect their rents or indeed to go near the land at all. 

(2.) No remonstrances were made by tlie Ryots at the time of the 
transfer of the Tzara. 

(3.) It docs not appear that the Ryots “ found refuge in flight.” 

(IT.) With regard to the ca^^es of violation of contract, alleged in ihe 
petition to be false. (1.) That before* the Dejiuty Afagistratc (and 
which is a case of breach of contract in the supjily of gharis, and not 
of “ Indigo plants” as alleged) was dismissed in duly last, on the fol- 
lowing grounds : 

“ From the nathis of the countcrplaint institued by the Ryots against 
“Messrs. W. and Co., for having forced them to sign liath-chittas, it is 
“ sufficiently proved that the Ryots did not v>oln7it(V ibj agree to supply 
“ gharis, the suit therefore is not cognizable by Act VII. 1819, and is 
“ dismissed.” 

(2.) This decision vns appealed against, and the case ordered for 
re-trial by the Sessions Judge for the following reason : 

“ The Deputy Magistrate has mistaken this case altogether ; he had no 

• The breach of contract and the “ to take t.p the tWO* cases togc- 

conntcrplaint. 4, _ each ought to have been decided 

“ on its own merits ; instead of which he has mixed up the two cases, and 
“without taking the defence of either party he has dismissed this 
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one It is therefore ordered, that the aj)yeal be admitted, 

“ the decision reversed, and the case remanded to the Magistrate with 
‘‘ a recommendation that he tafe it up himself .” — Auyust 18^A, 1859. 

f3.) In accordance with this order, the Magistrate took the case up 
himself, and the defendants were sentenced to 14 days’ imprisonment 
each, as “ it was proved by the evidence for the prosecution and the 
“ekrarnamah filed by the petitioners, that the defendants had taken ad- 
“ vances to perform a certain amount of work with their gharis, wliich 
“ they have failed to perform.” 

(4^. The other case (of the same nature) Avas dismissed by the 
Sudder Ameen, appealed, and ordered for re-trial by the Sessions dudge 
for the following I'casons : 

Tlie Sadder Ameen quotes the Circular Order of the 20th May 
“ 1836 and says, that by it cases of this nature are not dis])osablo of by 
“ the Foujdaree Court, but if he had examined that Circular Order he 
“ Avould have found that if a ])arty agrees to supply liis own carts and 
“ bullocks, the provisions of IkCgulatlon VII. 1819 are a])])licablc to a 
“ suit against him in the Foujdaree Court, and as the agreements filed 

do not show that the defendants made agrccunent to supply other tlian 
“ their own carts, Ills order is incorrect. The appeal is admitted, the 
“ decision reversed, and the Magistratii is requested to take iqi this ease 
“ himself .” — August 18^/i, 1859. 

(5.) The Magistrate sentenced the defendants to 14 days’ imprison- 
ment each, for the reasons alleged in the first case. 

(6.) There is nothing to lead one to suppose that the shattahs or 
contracts in these cases arc ‘ forged on the contrary, they were not 
denied at the time they were filed. 

3. With regard to the murder ease, said to be “ fictitious,” the 
facts of tthe case are as follows : — On the 18th Kartick 1859, Mr. Landall, 
on the part of Messrs. Watson and Co. sent out from TIazramporc Factory 
60 or 70 jdoughs with ploughmen, &c., to sow Indigo on tlic right bank 
of the Ligal Maree River. While thus engaged, the Ryots of the neigh- 
bouring village of Kalinuggur, turned out armed Avith lattees at the 
sound of the danka, and resisted the sowing of the Indigo, alleging 
that their Kalai Avould be destroyed. Messrs. W. and Co’s people being 
the weakest as to numbers, had to give way, and one of tlieir Ryots by 
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name Pathan Sckh is said to have been murdered ; this liappeiied in 
the partial affray that occurred. On inakitg a local investigation into 
the matter, I reported the murder not proved, no sufficient evidence 
of the actual perpetration of the murder having been adduced ; thiw‘< 
opinion was subsequently confirmed by the ]\[agistratc, but still as 
Pathan Sekli is up to tliis time missing, the murder cannot be said to be 
“ fictitious,” but merely not proved. 

4. The real order to the Darogahof Thannah Goas, was as follows : 

“ You will go in person to the spot, and having been informed in the 
‘‘ presence of Messrs. Watson and Co.’s people and of the Ryots of Chur 
“ Ramnuggur, what lands on this spot have been sown with Indigo 
“ before, wheresoever there is no cultivation, there IMessrs. W. and Co.’s 

people may sow Indigo.” — November 1859. 

• 5. With regard to the alleged assault on the thannah by Messrs. 
Landall and Login, the real facts of the case are these : Messrs. 
Landall and Login having to pass Brajyo Kishto Shaha’s Cutcherry, 
(where armed men were known by them to be stationed,) on tlieir nmy 
to demand assistance at the thannali, in an assault which had just been 
committed on Mr. Dalrymple, armed tliemselves in selLdefoiice with 
pistols ; Mr. Landall being annoyed at the delay made by the Darogah 
ill rendering assistance made use of some angry expressions which he 
did not deny, and for which he was fined 10 Rupees, and not for 
assaulting the thannah as alleged. 

G. The real reasons of the DarogtJi being suspended for three 
months, and not “ indefinitely” as alleged, were as follows : 

(1.) The Jemadar, who was stationed by the Magistrate at Chur 
Ramnuggur, reported to the Darogah that “ several persons of both sides 
had assembled, and that an affray was imminent, and called upoa the 
Darogah to come at once to the sjiot, but the Daro<jali never went. 

(2.) The Jemadar’s report was made on the 17tli of the month 
to the Darogah ; he however did not se^id it on to the Maejistraie till 
the IQth, 

(3.) A man was reported by the Jemadar to have been seized and 
wounded ; the Darogah made no mention of the occurrence. 

(4.) The DarogMi never inserted report in hia ro^uamcha. For 
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these four reasons, the Dat'ogah was suspended, and not as, is alleged in 
the petition, for not having assisted in another casc.’^ 

7. The otlier two eases mentioned are at present under trial. The 
first arose out of a second dispute regarding Indigo sowing, and in 
which the Jlyots again turned out armed, and Mr. Landall, who was there 
armed with a pistol, fired once or twice, as he says “ over their heads.” 
Shahamut Sekh is alleged to have been shot in the leg, but is not 
forthcoming, tliough he has been repeatedly summoned by the Magis- 
trate. The other ease is before me and still pending ; it is a case of 
Lutaraz, 1 have no doubt of the truth of the cliarge. 

8. And now as regards the actual writing and signing of the 
petition, to inquire into wlilcJi I more paidicularly confined myself in 
the local investigation. 1 was only able to obtain the deposition of If) 
of the llyots; the rest were not to he found; whether purposely concealed 
or not, I don’t know. 

(1.) They all state that the petition was written by a Mohurrir, hut 
they all deny knowing his name, his place of residence, or anything 
about him ; now the person who really did write the petition must have 
been well acquainted witli the circumstances of the ease, yet they all 
declare they never saw him hcforc^ and he is said to have written the 
petition in two hours. 

(2.) They all agree in not stating accurately Avhcrc the petition was 
written. 

(3.) Most of them state that the petition was written on stampt 
paper ; it is written on plain. 

(4.) Some assert that the stampt paper was procured from the Office ; 
others that the Mohurrir supplied it, receiving two Rupees. 

(5.) Most of them allege the petition and its signatures were 
written on one piece of paper ; they are really on separate pieces ; this 
statement alone would tend to show that the Ryots had ^never seen the 
petition. 

(6.) Several of them deny having signed the petition, although their 
‘ marks’ are attached thereto. 

(7.) They all state the petition was written at Berhamporc ; the 
address on the petition is ‘ Chur Ramnuggur.’ 

(8.) They none of them can state accurately when the petition was 
written. 
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(9,) Some declare the Moliurrir took the petition to the l^ost Office, 
others tliut Panchamandal did so ; some assert tliat lie went alone ; one 
man declares he went with him. 

(10.) One or two can write, yet they never siipuul their names ; to 
the petition. 

(11.) They cannot state the contents of the petition. 

For the above reasons, 1 consider there is no doubt whatever that 
the Ryots never signed the petition; that it was never written in their 
presence, and that they never saw it, on tJic contrary, I think it is most 
evident that it was really written by the other party ; who is said in the 
petition “ to have fallen out with deadly hatre<l against Messrs. Watson 
and Co.’' 

No doubt that the petition had been written and sent, a few of the 
Ryots were told that such a petition had been forwarded, and that their 
names had been affixed thereto. 


From A. R. Yocng, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Uon^al, to the Secretary 
to the Board of Revenue,— (No. 1494, dated the 3rd April 1800.) 


Sir 


I AM directed to forward for the pnrjiosc of being laid before the 

of cprhnn inlialn'tmits of Board of He.venue a copy of tlie papcii's 
TUininuf 2 ^ir, daiod 7tli Jatiuat-y 1800, , i • i i • 

leitorNo. 6 . <Uto(i28ni Mairii fiom notco 111 the margin, relative to a coin- 

Cominissioner of RaisKahyo ^vith i • . r i i /» t 

onoiopare. plaint prelciTod by sonic of the Ryots 

of Chur Ramnnggur in the District of Moorshedabad against tlic proceed- 
ings of the local Officers in having given the farm of the village to 
Messrs. Watson and Co. for the present year in preference to the old 
farmer, notwithstanding their remonstrances, thereby giving Messrs. 
Watson and Co. the power to oppress and compel the Ryots to sow 
Indigo. 


It appears from the reports of the local Authorities that a very large 
portion of the cultivation of Messrs. Watson & Co.’s factory at Hairanpore 
belongs to the village of Eamnuggiir, and that in consequence of differ- 
ences existing between them and one Bejoikisto Shaha, who is stated to 
have possessed some influence over the late farmer of the estate, Messrs. 
Watson and Co. last year offered an advance of 300 Rs. for the farm. 
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I’he ofFer was acceY>tc(l and Uie farm let out for the present year to 
Messrs. Watson and Co. In sanctioning this arrangement the Commis- 
sioner instru(5tcd the Collector to give the former lessee the option of 
again taking the lease after the expiration of the year. It is now report- 
(‘d that as Messrs. Watson and Co. have been unable to collect the rents 
from the Kyots, owing, it is alleged, to the opposition of Bejoikisto Shaha, 
tlie Commissioner has thought proper to cancel his instructions to tlic Col- 
lector. 

It may, I am desired to observe, be proper to withhold the option of 
again taking the lease from Shcebsoondree Dassee, the former farmer ; 
but tlic mere circumstance of the existence of a dispute between Messrs. 
Watson and Co. and Bcjolkisto Shaha, with which it does not appear 
tliat the Government is concerned, is no good reason for such an act. 
The Lieutenant Governor trusts that the local Officers have taken no 
part in any private dispute of this sort in favor of cither party. If 
however the local Officers have it in proof that the lady in question, or 
any one on her part, has instigated the Kyots not to pay their rents duly 
for the current v^cason, that would be a good reason for the measure. 
It is not stated, however, on what authority the assertion is made. 

From the account given it seems quite possible that the dispute may be 
really between the Kyots and the lessee for the current year. It is to 
be gathered that the village of Ramnuggur, which is a Government khas 
estate, was let for the present year in farm to Messrs. Watson and Co., 
over the head of the old farmer, not at a jumma fixed with reference to 
a jummabundee formed with the Kyots, but seemingly at a rack rent, 
after the manner of an auction, because Messrs. Watson and Co. outbid 
the former farmer by Kiipees 300. It is not shown that the legitimate 
rental of the ^ullage, as demandablc from the Ryojts, warranted this in- 
crease of jumma, and it is stated that Messrs. Watson and Co.’s object, in 
bidding so high, was connected with their quarrel with Bejoikisto ; 
whilst it is to be suspected that Messrs. Watson and Co. may have look- 
ed for their reimbursement, not to tlic rental lawfully demandablc from 
the Ryots, but to some profit in their Indigo manufacturing business. 
In such a case it is not improbable that the Ryots may have just ground 
of dissatisfaction. 

It is new to the Lieutenant Governor to hear of Government farming out 
its khas mehals in the way of auction, without any form of settlement for 
the protection of its Ryots, and for the avoidance of all the fatal evils of 
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over-assessment. The Lieutenant Governor had thought that the old 
principle of malving a settlement of khas mchals, and ol' lixing, in ordi'r 
to the protection of tlic lawful right of tlie Ryots, the jummabtinde(‘ of all 
land in cultivation by hereditary cultivators, and of refusing all olTers at 
rates in exc(‘ss of what could lionestly he realized, according to the jnm- 
iuahundee, was still in force. But though all tliis may have been done 
ill this case, tlio reports of the Commissioner and of tlie Collector do 
not lead to the inference that it has lieen done. 

If, as seems possilile, the village has been farmed without a settlement 
to the liighest ludder, who looks for Ms rciiubuisomcnt and proiit over 
and above the lawful rent to illegitimate means, which must cause a 
eorresjiondiug loss to the Ryots, a great irregidavity and iiijustiee lias 
1)cen committed. Tf in any case a jumma is assessed, which cannot 
be paid by legitimate means, the Government drives the malgoozar to 
resort to illegitlmnte means. And If such transactions are usual in 
]\Ioorshcdabad, no one need look far to discover at least one cause of 
the ju'cscut excitement in that quarter. 

This case may he susceptible of most satisfactory cxjilanation, but 
as it ap])cars at present, the Lieutenant Governor has thought it right 
to put the Board of Revenue in possession of it, in order that it may 
be properly inquired into. 


From R. Yuuxo, Fsq., Socrelary to tlie (nwonuiiei.t of Bon to flic Cora - 
inissioiicT of Ilajshaliye, — (No. 1453. dated the 3rd April 1800) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowleilge the receipt of your letter No. 5, 
dated the 28th ultimo, submitting a report from the Olliciating Alagis- 
trate of Moorslicalabad, on a petition pur})r)rtlug to be from ('ortaiii 
inhabitants of (dmr Ramniiggur, complaining of oppree'^ions pra?ti«cd 
on them by the present farmers of that ^'illag(^ Messrs. Watson aud Co., 
and in reply to inform you that the case lias be(m r(‘forrod to the Board 
of rv(?,vcuuo for inquiry, 
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From A. Forbes, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Indigo Planters’ Associntion, to 
A. E. YoTJNti, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal,— (No. 2, dated 
the 13th March 18G0.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE been requested by his nonor tlie Licutenant-Govt^rnor 
to forward to you the following Extract of a letter from ]\lr. Trip])’ 
Manager of the Baniundic Concern, to Messrs. E. Thomas and Co., of 
Calcutta. 

“ I more than regret to inform you that the Eyots of most of my 
villages adjacent to those who arc all up in arms belonging to the 
Katchcckatta Concern, liavc commenced with me, an<l declare they will 
follow for better or worse the example all round. 1 am much afraich 
indeed 1 am pretty certain it will, in a day or two extend all over the 
Concern, and from what I can learn also throughout Mecrporc : which? 
if correct, Salgumoodia, 1 am afraid, can t escape. A general rcKcllion 
throughout Lower Bengal is, In my opinion, iiieintahle^ unless strict 
and decided measures are, without delay^ taken by Government to put it 
down. They have solely caused this disaflcctioii amongst the Eyots 
which lias now extended, 1 may safely say, over the Kishiiaghur District, 
and wlilch, I regret to add, it is entirely out of the Planter’s power to 
quell witliont the aid of Government. 

Unless matters take a favourable turn towards tlie Planters, within a 
fortfiujht not a man's life will he safe^ leaving alone tlie destruction of 
property that miKst bo the result. 

1 would strongly recommend, if Mr. Kenny has started for England, 
that he be telegraphed for to return to Calcutta by the first opp ortuiiity.” 


No. 927. 

Copy forwarded for tlie information of the Magistrate of Nuddea. 


No. 928. 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Magistrate of Pubna. 
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From H. MnspRATT, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Palma, to A. K. Youxg, Esq., 
Secretary to tlio Government of Bengal, — (JS'o. 122, dated Camp Bacliamara, 
18lh March 

Sm, 

I 11 VVE the honor to inform you that I have just received 
your Memo. Ko. t)2<S, dated the 14tli instant, and its enclosures. 

I have the honor to state that this Is tlic first intimation of the matter 
I have receiv(Mh Mr. Tripp has neither presented any petition to my 
knowledge, nor lias lie written to me to tell me wliat is going on hi the 
M ecrj)orc Concern. 

1 was at ]\leerporc and in its nciglihoiirliood on the 24tli and Soth 
January, and no complaint was made by the Byots against the Planters 
nor did Mr. Kenny’s Assistant make any complaints against the llyots. 

I have add revised i\Ir. Tripp, and re» [nested him to write to me at 
Pubnii, as 1 int(‘nd ixiturning tlicrc in 2 or J days, and 1 shall start for 
the spot immediately, whether or no I receive a reply from liiin, if 
ncci'ssary. 

I liave not received any reports from tlic Police Gliattec, within half a 
mile uf Meerpore, of any [)r()])iibility of a disturbance, or of any uneasy 
feelings between the Planters and Ryots. 
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PART IL 


No. XX. 


TH^liumblc Petition of the Indigo Planters’ Association in Bengal, to the Hon’ble 
tho Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


SllOWETIl, 

That your Petitioners arc largely engaged in a cultivation 
wliicli they are told, on the highest authority, it is the object of the 
Supreme ^Government to foster and encourage, Mr. Wilson, who, in the 
opening of his Financial Statement of the 18 th ultimo, stated that he 
had in his proposals “ the fullest, the amplest concurrence of the Noble 
Earl, the Governor-General, and of his other Colleagues in Cottncil,’* 
also distinctly objected to increase the Export Duty on Indigo, because, 
among other reasons, “ it is one of the few cultivations in India which, 
attraca' British capital and skill to direct Native labor.” Mr. Wilson 
goes on to say, “ that is the kind of industry which, above all others, 
the Government would wish to encourage, and on that account alone 
they would feel precluded from placing any impediment in the way of its 
extension. It would be more in consonance with our views to remove 
what little Duty there now is, as soon as circumstances will permit. 
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The value of the influence of European gentlemen settled in our 
country districts cannot, in our opinion, be over estimated, and it will 
be the steadfast policy of the Govcrmnent to encourage it in every 
way we can.” 

Your Petitioners learn that you yourself, Sir, have expressed senti- 
ments similar to those of the Supreme Government on this subject. In 
a letter, of which we are sorry to say very bad use has been made, you 
say, “it would be greatly to be lamented if anything should check 
Indigo cultivation, so long as it is a wholesome commercial enterprise.” 

But at the moment such favorable expressions towards us are being 
uttered by the Supreme Government, and that of Bengal, we find the 
Manager of the Sindoorie Concern writing to us, under date of the 
21st February, “ The Kyots arc fully under the impression that Govern- 
ment wish to suppress the cultivation of Indigo, and will support them 
against the Planter, and Ihey certainly have every reason for saying 
so, for they are often told so by the Police.” He also states, that “ it 
is impossible to bring any cases against the Byots in the Mofussil Courts, 
as we cannot get witnesses to prove them ; even our servants dare not 
go into Court to give evidence.” And on the 29th he writes, “The 
Eyots are at present in a great state of excitement ; in fact they are 
mad, and ready for any mischief. They daily try to burn ^ur 
Factory and Seed Golahs. Most of our servants have left us from fear, 
as the Kyots have threatened to murder then and bum their houses ; 
and I fear the few that are still with us will soon leave, for the Kyots 
prevent them getting food from the neighbouring Bazars. If some 
most stringent steps are not taken by the Government at once, none of 
us will be able to remain in the Mofussil, and then there will be a 
general loot of the Factories — ^rather a serious state of afiairs when 
you consider what is at stake. Even now it Is not safe to ride from 
Factory to Factory, The whole country is up ; and if it goes on much 
longer in this way there is no saying what may happen. The Police 
arc all against us.” 

The Manager of the Bengal Indigo Company writes, that his Assis- 
tants arc attacked in the open field, and go to their business in fear 
of their lives. He says, “I never had a difficulty with my Kyots 
except at the instigation of Government Officers. I have induced 
young men of the highest respectability to join the Bengal Indigo 
Company’s employ as Assistants j but how can I expect them to re- 
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main or carry on business if they are to be maltreated when riding 
quietly over their cultivation.’* He states that the distiu'bances in his 
Concern arc owing to the “ current beliclf that the Government is deter- 
mined on putting a stop to all Indigo Planting.” 

The Manager of the Nceschindccporc Concern writes, on the 15th of 
February, “ For the past four months every Indigo property in this 
District has been, and still is, in the most serious danger ; and only great 
prudence and activity will pi'cvent mischief. An indiscreet order on 
the part of the Jvfagistrate Avould set the District in a blaze.” And again, 
on the 29 til of February, Some Villages of Katchcckatta have begun 
to behave badly, all caused by the extraordinary outbreak at Lokcnatli- 
pore, and which is daily getting Avorse. 

'i'hc IManager of the Carragoda Factory writes, on the 1st !March, ‘‘ I 
am sorry to say that the Ryots of the Soobdy F actory have been told 
by the Ryots of Kadjoorah Factory of the Goldar Division, and by 
those belonging to Ailhass Factory of the Sindoorie Division, to join 
Avith them to present a petition against us. My Ryots said that tliey 
have nothing to complain of, AAdicreupon tlicy Avere told that they would 
not be allowed to remain in their Villages. I am doing my best to keep 
them quiet ; but the Avliolc District is in revolution, and the mutinous 
Ryots say they Avill not sow Indigo, having the Loj-d Saheb on their side, 
who has told them they need not sow Indigo if they do not like to do so.” 

But your Petitioners Avould bring to yonr notice that these are not 
mere reports unsupported by facts. Mr. Campbell, Assistant in the 
Muhiath Concern, Avas attacked and beaten, and left for dead on the 
field. Mr. Hyde, Assistant in the same Concern, was pelted with clods, 
and only saved himself by the speed of his horse. 

The Factory houses at Kadjooral*, in the Lokenathpore Concern, were 
plundered and burnt down. 

Toltollah Factory, in Lokenatbpore, Avas threatened. 

The out-houses of Chandporc, in the Goldar Concern, Averc burned 
down. 


Your Petitioners would submit that these outrages are not the efiect 
of any oppression on the part of the Planters, for the Managers of 
Concerns throughout Bengal have of late years made large concessions 
to the Ryots with regard to payments, being necessitated to do so by 
the great rise in wages, and increase in the price of articles of food, 
which has taken place during the last five or six years. 
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Your Petitioners would moreover state tliat neither is it a consc- 
(|iieuce of the unprolitablcnoss of liuligo growing, as lias been often 
staled, and they court tlie fidlest inquiry into this point. 

Your Petitioners conceive that the cause of the unusual outbreak in 
many of the quietest Concerns in Lower Bengal is the diligent propaga- 
tion, by a late Magistrate of Baraset, among his subordinates and 
others, of the notion that the Govermnent of Bengal intended, by its 
letter No. 4516, of July 21st 1859, to the address of the Commis- 
sioner of Nuddea District, to aid the Eyots, by the l^olice, in evading 
their contracts to sow Indigo. 

Your Petitioners have received copy of a Perwannah issued to tlio 
Darogah of Tliannali Kolarooah, of which the follo^ving is a traiida- 
tion: — 


No. 1603. 

To ilie Darogah of Tliannah Kolarooah. 

Bk it known, 

A LETTER of the Magistrate of Baraset, dated 17th August 
1859, has arrived, enclosing Extract of a letter. No. 4516, from the Secre- 
tary to the (Jovernment of Bengal, dated 21st July 1859, and addressed 
to tlic Nuddea Commissioner, which, in referring to certain Indigo 
matters, states that the Byots arc to keep possession of their own 
lands, sowing thereon such crops as they may desire ; that the Police 
bhoiild take care that neither Indigo Planters nor other persons should 
interfere with the Byots; that indigo Planters shall not be able, under 
pretence of the Pyots liaving agreed lo sow Indigo, to cause Indigo to 
be sown by the use of violence on the lands of those Kyots ; and that 
if tlie* Kyots have indeed agreed to do so, tlie Indigo Planters arc at 
liberty to sne tbem for the same in the Civil Court, the Fouzdarec 
Court having no concern at all in that matter ; for the Kyots can bring 
forward numerous objections to their cultivating Indigo and in respect 
of their denial of the above agreement. 

Therefore this general Perwannah is addressed to you, that you may 
act in future as stated above. 


The 20th Auqufit 1859. 
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Your Petitioners woiikl submit that such an interference as the above, 
between the Capitalist and Laborer, is unwarranted by the practice of 
any civilized country. Y^our Petitioners would uLo remark, that wtiro 
siicli an order as the alcove issued by any Magistrate in the inanufaeturlng 
or mining districts in hinglund, strikes would inevitably 0 (*cur among tluj 
laborers, as much more dangerous in diaruc.ter llian tliosc in IJengal, 
us tlie Englishman is more dangerous and energetic than the Jieji- 
gallec. 

YourPetitioners would observe, that in the case of Opium cultivation, 
wlierc Oovermiieiit liolds a sunilar position to that of the Indigo Planter 
towards the Pyot, a special Law for the fullilmeiit of contracts for tlie 
ciiltivation of Opium was required, and has long been enacted. A s])eeial 
Law, Act XI 11. of 1859, cxLts for the punishment of breaches of con- 
tract by Artificers, Workmen, and l^aborcrs in th(' Towns of Calcutta, 
Madras, and Bombay. A Law 1(» provide for the summary enforcement 
of contracts between Workmen on Railways and other Ihibllc Works and 
their Employers has just pa^ssed the Legislature. If Oovernment, and 
Railway Contractors armed with some of the jiowersuf (Jovenunent, and 
receiving assistance from (jovcrnmciit Officers, and Tradesmen in the 
Presidency Towns, who have the advantage of the Supreme and Small 
Cause Courts, require special Laws for compiling tlie fultilmont of con- 
tracts, surely the unprotected Englishman settled in the Interior does so 
much more, and surely this will not bo (Iciiied t(j “that kind of 
industry which above all others the Covernmeut would wisli to 
encourage.” 

Your I^etitioncrs would therefore pray for the issue, on the part of 
the Government of Bengal, of some Notification wliich shall disabuse 
the minds of the Ryots of the idea that it is the intention of Government 
to interfere in any way with the cultivation of Indigo, and that his Honor 
the Jicutciiant-fiovenW be pleased to move tlie non’l)le iMernber 
of the l.cgislative Council for Bengal to introdi^e a Jiili for Ac 
summary trial and punishment of breaches of contract in the jMofus- 
sil. 


And your Petitioners shall ever pray, &c., (fee. 

W. Wise, 

Chairman. 
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From A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Com- 
missloner of Nuddea,— *(No. 920, dated the 14th March 1800.) 


Sir, 


I AM directed by the Lieutenant-Governor to forward to you 
herewith a Notification which I am to request you will, as speedily as 
possible, liave very carefully translated into Bengalee, and distributed ex- 
tensively in those Districts of your Division in which misunderstanding 
has occurred, or is likely to occur, in connection with the cultivation of 
Indigo. 

2. Y^ou can have any number you require of these notices struck 
off, either at the Allipore Jail Press, or in that attached to my 
Office. 

3. Y^ou will understand, and the Lieutenant-Governor desires that 
you will be careful to explain to the Magistrates to whom you forward 
these notices, that it is not intended by this Notification that the Police 
should interfere for the purpose of enforcing any civil contract. BrcacJics 
of contract between Indigo Planters and liyots can be remedied only in 
the manner authorized by Law. The object of the Notification is to do 
away with a false impression, which there is reason to suppose exists, 
as to the views of Government in regard to the cultivation of Indigo, 
and wdiich is alleged to have had its origin partly in the injudicious 
publication of the Perwannah submitted with your letter of the 9th 
instant, in which Perwannah an Order of Government was inaccurately 
represented. 


Notification. 

It appears from the reports of Local Officers, as' w^ell as from com- 
plaints which have been preferred to the Lieutenant-Governor by Indigo 
Planters, that a misapprehension prevails in the minds of the Ryots of 
Some Districts as to the views of Government in regard to tlie cultiva- 
tion of Indigo ; and that in some places it has been lalsely represeuted, 
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by designing persons, that the Government is desirous to discourage the 
cultivation of Indigo ; and even that the Police will protect Ryots in the 
evasion of contracts entered into by them with Indigo Planters. It is 
surprising that such foolish reports should have obtained credence. 
Nevertheless it is proper tiiat they should be authoritatively contradicted. 
Wherefore it is hereby declared that although it is always optional with 
Ryots to take advances and to enter into contracts for Indigo, or not to 
do so, as they may think best for their own interests, and in this matter 
they require no assistance beyond that of the Law, which is equally fair 
to all parties, still if they do enter into such contracts lawfully, and of 
their own will, they must expect to be required to fulfil them. If they 
dishonestly refuse to act up to their engagements, they will be liable to 
the lawful consequences of such misconduct. 


From A. Geote, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal, Fort William, —-(No. 74 Ct , dated AUipore, the 
16tli March 18(30.) 


SlU, 


Referhing to your letter No. 926, under date the 14th 
instant, received yesterday, I have the honor to state for the informa- 
tion of Government that the orders communicated have been duly 
carried out. 

2. Twenty five copies of the accompanying Bengalleo Notification, 
the same being a translation of that enclosed in your letter, were for- 
warded to each of the Districts of Nuddea and Jessore by yesterday’s 
post, and 300 more are now under dispatch to those Districts. I am 
also issuing 140 Cifpies to the Magistrate of Barraset, whose attention, 
as well as that of the Magistrates of Nuddea and Jessore, have been 
especially drawn to para. 3 of the orders. 

/> s . — The Magistrates have been told to indent for further copies if 
necessary on the AUipore Jail Press. 
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From A. U. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal totlio Commis- 
sioners of Dacca and^ujsliaLyc— (Nos. 1059 and 1060, dated the 2l8t March 
1800.) 

SiK, 

I Am directed by the Lieutenant-Governor to forward to yon, 
for distribution to the Officers in charge of those districts of your Divi- 
sion in which Indigo cultivation is extensively carried on, five hundred 
copies of a Bengallee Notification, issued by Government in consequence 
of the excitement at present prevailing in some parts ot the Lower 
Provinces in connection with this matter. 

2. The Lieutenant Governor expects that the District Officers will 
use their discretion as to publisliing this Proclamation in their respective 
Districts. Where the erroneous belief, because of wliich tlie Proclamation 
was published in Nuddea, does not prevail, the Proclamation should not 
be published. Wherever that erroneous belief does prevail, if the 
Magistrate is satisfied that it will do good, it may be published. 


From J. S. Spankie, Esq., Magistrate of Moldali, to the Seorotary to the Gorern- 
ment of Bengal, in the Judicial Department, Fort William, — (No. 51, dated 
Maldah the 32nd March 1860.) 

Sib, 

I BEQUEST you will have the goodness to send me up sundry 
copies of the Lieutenant Governor’s Notification to the Ryots of Kish- 
naghur, &c., by Dawk Post I shall be glad to receive as many as 
you consider it possible to send by letter post 


From A. E. Youno, Esq , Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Magis- 
trate of Maldah, — (No. 1349, dated the 26th March 1860.) 


SlE, 

In reply to your letter No. 51, dated the 22nd instant, I am 
directed to inform you that a hundred copies of the Government Notifi- 
cation therein referred to hare been despatched to your address by this 
day’s post. 



I BaT ) 


i'l’oTii A. li. S(‘rrctniy to iJio Government of Boncjal, to A. Sc'oiioo, 

Krt<v> , ly'jfistaHve Member for Bengal, — (No. lOG.>,^<Jated the ^llsi Maivb 
JSOO.) 


Siu. 


From (\)minr. i>f Nii(l(3<'Ji JSfo. (J2rt., datod fbo 


T.» 


From 

To 


ditto, 

vhtto, 

ditto, 

ditto, 

ditto, 

ditt<t, 

ditto, 


1 AM (lll’ccted to forward to you licrcwitli a copy of a Peti- 
tion pre^^ented to the Lieutenant Governor by the Indio;o Planters, 
Assoeiatlon on the lAth instatii, and of a I’eeent corrospondence on the 

subject to whk'h it 
relates.* Further 
correspondence nnd 
any papers wliich 
can be traced in 
this olUee connect- 
ed with the 
ing of the several 
Acts referred to in Air. Grote's letter of the 7 tli Novemher last, No. 
me., will be sent to you liereafter; ami I am to request that you will 

1)0 good enough carefully to c.onsider 
the wJiole subject of contracts between 
Indigo Planters and Kyots, and tliat 
you will favor the Jdeutennnt-(ilo\enior 
expediency of sjxMaal legislation witli 
and the nature of the provisions of the 
lulviso to be Introduced for adjudicatirig 


(itli ]M;nvli iHdl). 
and Emdo.'juvf 
dah'd tlm 12th M.urli. 

7iri.., tlal(‘d tli(‘ l.'ith Maivh. 

, irjr,, dai.*d th.‘ mil 

, OSS, dated the 17t)i ,, 

,1021, dated the 10th 

, 7H(T., d.iti'd the 10th ,, 

, 0H2, dated th<‘ 17th „ 

h’rom Seetv'iary Flanlerh' AssiHM.ition d,i1o«l the l.'tth Mareli. 

From (.'omniT. of 'Nnddea No. dated tlie 2m Mareh IHliO. 

To ditto, „ lor)d, dated the 2lht, ,, 

'I’o ditlo, „ lOSl, dated th(‘ 22iid „ 

TVtilion of Indii^o rdanters’ AMhoeiatioii. 


i’n >. 


:ird 

Marrl] 

L 1X21), 

No. 

K2. 

IMh 

.lum" 

lK2H-3(), 

Ni». 


Sth 

Se])t. 

1X35, 

No. 

17. 

nil. 

Jum* 

1X35, 

No. 

.30- 1. 

5th 

May * 

1835, 

No. 

1-2. 


ns to the 
eon tracts, 


with your opinion 
reference to llu'se 
Bill, if any, whieli you would 
crises tirising out of them. 


From A. Forbks, Esq,, Officiating Sccretar}" to the Indigo Planters' Association, to 
the Honorable J. P. Grant, laeutenani Governor of Bengal, — (No. 2, Old 
Post Office Street, 21st March 1860.) 


Sir, 


I HAVE the honor to state that I am directed by the Central 
Committee of the Indigo Planters’ Association to remind you of your 
promise to their Deputation, to consult with Mr. Sconce as to the ad visa- 

46 
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billly of introducing a Law for the summary punishment of breaches of 
Indigo contracts, anJ|o communicate your decision to the Association. 

The Committee is induced to press this matter upon your considera- 
tion in consequence of its having been found that the Notification issued 
by the Bengal Government on the 14th instant has failed to have the 
desired effect. The Committee would suggest that a Law should be 
Immediately passed, empowering Magistrates to punish with fine and 
imprisonment any Eyot who may be proved to be under advances to sow 
Indigo for this season, and who may refuse to fulfil his engagements. 

With this feeling, it is the intention of the Indigo Planters’ Associa- 
tion, in case you should not think it proper to recommend the Law your- 
self, to petition the Legislative Council for such a Law. 

As the matter is very pressing, the Committee Avould beg the favor 
of an early reply. 


From A. K. yotrya, Esq., Secretary to the (Tovernment of P>enf?al, to A. Forbes, 
Esq.. Oflioiating Secretary to tlie Indigo Planters* Association, — (Dated the 
e*2nd March 1860.) 

Sn?, 


I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
yesterday, and in reply to inform you that the Lieutenant Governor has 
communicated with Mr. Sconce, as promised, and that he belicA^es that a 
Bill will be introduced in the Legislative Council on Saturday next, for 
the summary enforcement of Indigo Contracts. 


From the Lieut.-Govkrnob of Bengal, to A. Sconce, Esq., Legislative Member 
for Bengal,— (Belvidere, dated the 23rd March 1860.) 

My peab Sconce, 

I SEND you a fair copy of the Bill which I think will do for a 
first and second reading pretty well as it is ; I have tried to introduce 
the alterations determined on this evening. 

My reasons for recommending the Bill are in short these : — 

That there is ground for believing that a great commercial calamity 
is threatened by the feeling which has suddenly manifested itself 
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amongst Indigo Ryots to repudiate their agreements to cultivate Indigo, 
although advances have been made to and accented by them, only a 
sliort time ago, in the usual manner, and upon the usual understanding, 
namely, that they should cultivate Indigo for the Planters at the usual 
rates. I am myself of the opinion that the Indigo cultivators have and 
long have had great and increasing ground of just complaint against 
the whole system of Indigo cultivation. But if they desired to break 
oir their connection with that system they should have done so before 
receiving tlie season s advances. After working off existing engagements, 
f(u* Avhich they liavc received the usual advance, they will have it in 
their power honestly to refuse to grow anotlicr plant of Indigo unless 
it is made for their own interest to do so. It will b(j monstrous if they 
ar(; not allowed, not merely by the theory of the Law, but in effect, to 
exercise their legal and moral right in this matter. But they have, in 
my opinion, no moral right, and certainly they have no legal right, to 
turn suddenly round upon the Planted, and with nothing to complain 
of now, more than tliey had before, to refuse to do what up to this 
moment they have led the Planters to expect that they would do accord- 
ing tQ custom and agreement. I conceive, that whether the custom is 
good or bad, and whetlicr agreement on the Ryot’s part be provident 
or improvident, and whether the general position of the Ryot who grows 
Indigo be or bo not, for the time being, one of great hardship, no 
in<lividual Ryot has a moral right to break his agreement. And still 
less can I tliink tliat a mass of Ryots wlio liave agreed, and accepted 
advances in the usual manner, liavc any moral right to combine for the 
l>urposc of simultaneously breaking their agreements in order to ruin 
the other party. Against such a combination, — and for the purpose of 
saving from ruin, if jiossiblc, a great commercial interest, which, 
however false its position may long have been, has certainly done nothing 
to the injury of the Ryot since the last advances were made^ and 
accepted in usual course a few weeks ago, — it appears to me that a Law 
giving a very summary but still a fair trial, and inflicting penal damages 
on the party who after a fair trial is found to be determined wilfully 
to break his engagements, is both justifiable and proper. The Draft of a 
Law which I enclose does no more than this, but I am of opinion that 
no Law that could be framed regarding Indigo Planting at the present 
moment should be more than temporay. Especially, I think that no 
Law in the interest of the Planter could, at the present moment, be 
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honestly proposed which sliould liavc any effect beyond the season now 
running on. We all of us know tluit the system is full of abuses. 
If we had never heard a word about Indigo Planting since we arrived 
in India ; if there was not upon record a single case of abuse, on the 
part of an Indigo Planter or a Zemindar (and in this respect I desire to 
draw no invidious distinction between one class and another^, the mere? 
fact of the existence of the present difficulty would in itself prove that 
the system is rotten, and that the rottenness consists in this, that in 
practice the Ryot is made to act like a slave, not like a free man. Under 
a wholesome and fair system of trade there must be in all dealings 
between two parties mutual gain, or at least the hope of mutual gain, 
and botli parties to every dealing must be fre^e agents. If, therefcn-c, 
the Indigo Planting trade were in a wholesome and fair state, and an 
equal Law were practically a])pliciil)le to the rich and to the poor in 
dealings between Planter and Ryol, it is certain that the Ryot would be? 
as much afraid of the mnniifactiii*fcr not buying his plant, as clamorous 
for a special Law on his side, as the niaruifacturcr is aLald that the 
Ryot will not cultivate and supply him with emnigh of th (3 plant, and 
clamorous for special LaAV on his si<h\ We seti that the ])rcs('nt strug- 
gle on the part of the Ryots is to avoid tlic cultivation of Indigo, 
From this it is certain that Ryots who cultivate Indigo arc forced 
to do so by illegitimate coercion. The same men avIio fight for the 
privilege of cultivating a fit3ld with Rico, for sale in tlie optai market, 
arc noAV almost in rebellion in order to escape the calamity of cul- 
tivating a field with Indigo for sale (if sale it can be (*alled) to tlic 
Planter. 

There must be a tliorough inquiry into the whole system. 1 Iiere 
would have been such an inquiry long ago, I believe, if people had not 
been afraid of brlm^ine: on such a crisis as lias now occurred. "Jlie 
systcjin was such that sooner or later a crisis was certain ; it has now come 
in the natural course of things, and there is no longer an excuse for 
shirking the disclosure of the disease, and tlic application of the remedy. 
For these reasons I could recommend no Law other than a temporary 
Law, and no Law of any sort unless its promulgation to the Ryots may be 
accompanied with a promise of full and thorough inquiry into past 
practice, and thereafter of a well considered Law which shall afford 
practically ciual and complete protection to the Ryots as well as to the 
Planter. 
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-1 hUl to eofoire tio* fuljihmnt of Imrujo i^ottracta. 


WlTKKEAS it is expedient, j)ending a Commission of liKpiiry into tlie 

practice of Indigo Plantijig in Beimal, 

L’leamblo. ^ ^ 

wlilcli tlie Executive Government purposes 
to anoint after tiie close of the ])rescnt season of cultivation, to make 
teinporary provision for enforcing by summary process tlie execution 
of agreements cnterc'd into for the cultivation of Indigo plant ; and better 
to provide for the punishment of certain iinlLuvful acts connected with 
such cultivation ; It is enacted as follows : — 


r. If any person who has received a cash advance upon his agreement 

to (Mdtivatc Indigo plant during the season 
issu'tru'i.un^. now current, sLuU wilfully delay or omit 

«nd arte- ti.c 2-1 th day of March 

niltivalc land accoiaing tu ngiro- cmltivatC according to thc COll- 

llKHlI. ^ ^ ^ " 

ditions of his agreement the wliole 
(juantity of land whieli he has agreed to cidti's ate, and (or the cultiva- 
tion of Avliich tlie cash advance Avas made, it shall be competent to the 
^lagistvate to cntc'rtaiu a complaint made to the above eflect on oath 
hy the rianter who has made thc advance, or by any persem on his 
behalf, and to summon thc person complained of to appear before him 
in order to thc investigation of the complahit preferred. If the JMagis- 
Irate has reason to believe that the person complaincil of will not a})])<‘ar 
in ohedlenec to thc summons, he may issue a warrant lor thc arrest of 
siudi person. 


II, On licaring thc answer of the person complained of, a.nd on tak- 
ing such evidence as both parties may adduce, if thc com- 

rt'iiaUy. . Til • • 

plaint be established to the satisfaction of the Magistrate, 
the IMagistratc shall assess a certain sum as damages not exceeding* five 
limes thc said advance inade, and five times the value of any seed that 
may liavc been furnished to him for such cultivation, to be paid by thc 
defendant ; and failing thc immediate payment of tlie damages assessed 
may order the dofendanH to be «imprisoned in the Civil Jail for 
a term not exceeding three months, and may on the motion of the 
complainant furthermore proceed to levy the damages assessed from 
tlie propei’ty of the defendant in tlie mode provided for enforcing 
dcciees of f‘ourt undei Act Vlll of 1859 (for siwphfyirf} (he Prove- 
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(luve of the (\>ni(,< of i^ioil Jodicatnre not cslabliBh^d hi 
Piom'no. * . . 

Royal Charter.) ]^ri)Vi(led that if the amount of the said 
damages is paid oi levicMl within the aforcbaid term of tliree months, the 
defendant shall be lelcased from Jail on that amount being paid or levied. 

III. If any person from and after the 24th day of March 18fi() 
Ve«altyforh.Umiaati«n,^Lc. 

intimidate or attempt to Intimidate atiy 
othei person who shall have entered into any such agu'emont as afore- 
said, with the intention of inducing such poison to break the conditions 
thereof ; or if any person from and after the date aforesaid shall consj)ire 
witli any other person or persons for the pur])ose of causing the hreucli 
f)f any such contract or contiacts as aforesaid, he shall on conviction 
lu'foie a Magistrate l)e lial)le to a sentence t)l imprisonment with or 
without labor for a ])enod not i‘xeei‘ding six months, or to a line not ex- 
ceeding^ two liundred Uupees to lK)th, sueli line being coininutable, 
il not paid, to a further jiciiod of imprisonment not exceeding six months. 

IV. if any person shall maliciously destroy or damage, or if any 

IViintty lor dostro} ing or person shall maliciously command, compel, 

ing croi)s. p^^i^suade, or shall with others malicious- 

ly conspire to command, compel, orpeisuade any other person to destroy 
or damage any growing crop of Indigo, he shall on conviction before a 
Magistrate be liable to be scnlenc’cd to imprisonment with or without labor 
lor a period not exceeding six months, or to a fine not exceeding two 
hundred Rupees, or to both, such fine being conimutablc, if not paid, to 
a further period of imprisonment not exceeding six months. 


V. No appeal shall lie from the decision ol a Ma- 
'Ho a]»pcnt. . 1 1 • 4 

gist rale uiidei tins Act. 

VI. The power of a Magistrate under this Act may be exercised by 
any person \estod with (he full powers of a Magistrate, 
and by any Assistant Magistrate or Deputy Magistrate 
specially empowered on that behalf by the local Government. 


Durfttiou oi Act. 


YU. This Act shall have effect rfrom amjipftcr the 24th day of March 
18()0, within the Territories subject to the Lieute- 
nant-Governor of Bengal And no complaint or 
prosecution shall be enterlainod under this Act, unless preferred within 
six months fiom the date aforesaid. 
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Ftmi A.rJt. Yoitno, Esq., Secivtary io the Government ofBen.^al, to the Oomnm^ 
sioners of Nuddea and EajshaJiye,— (Nos. 1273 and 1274, dated the 27th 
March 18(50.) 


SlK, 

1 directed to draw your iininediiitc attention to the P>1U 
t^^Hjorcc the fulfilment of Indigo Contracts,” wliich was read a first and 
second time in the Legislative Council on Saturday last. 

2. This Bill, as it is framed, when passed into Law Avill take cfl’ect from 
Saturday last the 24th instant, and the Lieutenant Go^^ernor directs that 
its provisions he immediately enforced by Magistrates, as though tJic 
Bill were Law at this moment. The wording of the Bill sliows that this 
is the intention and object of the Legislative Council. 

3. The provisions of this Bill, so far as they allect the Ryots, mnst 
be very carefully explained to them. In the Lieutenant Gc)V(irnor s opi- 
nion this explanation will be best made by the several ihannadars, each 
in his own thannah. 

4. With this vicAv it will be proper for yon to issue fortliwith through 
your subordinates, for promulgation in all those places where any excite- 
ment or unusual feeling in relation to Indigo Planting exists, a Notice in 
Cfjnforinity with those provisions. 

5. It mnst be stated that it is tlic desire of Government that those 
Ryots who have received cash advances, upon their agreement to culti- 
vate Indigo during the current season, shall honestly fulfil that agreement. 
It must be explained that any such Ryot who ref uses or delays so to fidfil 
his agreement shall be liable to be brought before a Magistrate, on the 
complaint of the Indigo Planter avIio made the cash advance ; and if 
the Magistrate, after hearing both parties and taking evidence, decides 
that the Ryot has broken his agreement, that Ryot may be ordered im- 
mediately, in presence of the Magistrate, to pay five times the cash advance, 
and if he has had seed advanced to him, five times the value of the seed; 
failing which he will be sent to jail, whilst the amount of the fine will be 
levied by the sale of his property. This, it may be said, is the order of 
Government. 

6. It should, moreover, be explained that any person who shall by 
threats or dthenvise attempt to prevent Ryots who have entered into con- 
tracts of the above nature from fulfilling those contracts, or who shall 
conspire with others in any such attempt, shall be punished by fine or 
imprisonment or both ; and any person who shall maliciously destroy or 
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(laniaj'o, or shall consi-iro or uttompt to peiNinule otlieis (o ^logtroy or 
damage, any growing cro]) of Indigo, shall be similarly punished, 

7 But it must also he cxidaincd that the order extends only to the 
euiTcnt season ; and it is the intention of (5o\ eminent before the peilod 
of taking advanei's lor next season arrives, to institute scarehing imptiry 
into the eausos ol tlic disputes between Indigo Planters and Jlyots 
engaeed in the eultivation of Indigo ; and to pass sueh further Laws and 
orders as will ensure to both iiartios their just rights, and shall remove 
any reasonable eaiises of dissalisfaetion which the llyots may have to 
show. Witli this object a special Commission of Inquiry will very soon 
be appointed. 

('I'o (’omnussioner of Nuddea.) {*ro Comiinssioner of Itajslialiye.) 


H. It is very desiralile that whm-- 

,.v(>r there is a large Indigo eultiva- 
tion, and the probability of numer- 
mis disputes regarding Indigo agrei-- 
ments, tliere should he in the close 
iK'ighbourhood an Ollieer at hand to 
(‘arry Oitt this new .A.cl, and witlithis 
object three additional OHiccrs with 
full Magisterial powers have recent- 
Iv been placorl at your disposal, an<l 
can be located wherever you consi- 
<lcr they are most likely to be re- 
<iuired; other Officers now in your 
district are, ol course, also available 
for the same duty, if any of those 
Officers who have not now full pow- 
ers are, in your opinion, competent 
to decide cases under this Act, they 
will be specially vested with the re- 
quisite powers forthisparticular pur- 
pose, on your recommendation. A ou 
will bear in mind what was said 
in a late letter regarding the ne- 
cessity of giving every Officer de- 
puted into the interior of a District, 


H. It is very desirabh' that wher- 
ever there is a large eultication, and 
the piobahility of numerous disputes 
regarding ludigo agreements, there 
should be in the clo.se neighbourhood 
an Officer at li.and to carry out tliis 
new Act. All Officers having full 
powers of a Magistrate, who are 
now in your districts, arc, of course', 
available for this duty, and can be 
located as may seem to you advL- 
ablc. If any other Officers who liave 
not now full powcr.s are, in your opi- 
nion, eoinpotont to decide cases un- 
der the Act, they will on your rc- 
eomnicndation be specially vested 
with the reejuisitc powers for this 
particular purpose. Mr. B urrell, of 
the Aurungabad Sub-Division, has 
this d^ been vested with those 
special*oweTS. Should you require 
an additional number of Officers to 
give effect to the Act in any District, 
you should lose no time in applying 
for them. It is necessary that every 
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where excitement prevails^, a suffi- OfBcer deputed into the interior of 
dent guard of Military Police to a di&trict for the purpose of^ carry- 
maintain his authority, ing out this Act, should be attomied 

by a suflicicnt guard of the Military 
Police to maintain liis autlu^rity, 
and to put down immediately any 
disturbance. 


From A. Giiote, Eaijj., Commissioner of the JTuddea Division, to tho Secretary to 
the Goveriimoni of Bengal, Fort William,— (No. a, dated Kishnaghur, 29th 
March 18G0.) 

Sir, 

Ik reply to your letter No. 1273 of the 27th instant, I beg to 
append for His Honor’s information, copy of my instructions of tins 
date to the three IMagistratcs in whose Districts suits under the new Act 
will be instituted. 

2. 1 have applied dcmi-ofllcially for further co])ies of the Bill, and 
to have Mr. Assistant Maclean and Mr. Deputy Magistrate Platts cin- 
powered to decide these suits. 

3. My impression is that the mere iiromidgation of the purport of 
the new Law will remove all hesitation to sow on the part of those Ryots 
who have received money. 


From A. Grote, Est^., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Officiating 
Magistrates of Barasei, Nuddea and Jessorc, — (No. 6 , Ciecular, dated Kish* 
naghur, the 29th March 1860.) 

Sir, 

I BEG to annex for your guidance extracts from Government 
orders, dated 27t1i March 1860, No. 1273, on the subject of the new 
Bill for enforcing Indigo contracts already forwarded to you, wliich you 
will observe is to be enforced Law at once. 

2. Orders to the purport of para. 3 of the above letter must be 
issued to the Police immediately on the receipt of this. 

3. I apprehend that the first suits will be instituted in the Thannahs of 
the Damoorhoodah and Bungong Sub-Divisions, and in those of Hadrah 
and Mcherpore of Nuddea, and in Thannah Kaloopole of »lessore, 
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4. In the latter Thannah, Mr. Molony and Mr. Skinner will so, distri- 
bute tli^r ca.mps as to enable them to dispose as fast as possible of the suits 
so instituted, Mr. Deputy Magistrate Betts, who arrived this morning, will 
be directed to join Mr. Molony’s camp to assist in their adjudication. 

5. In Bungong, Mr. MclSfeile will be probably equal to disposing of 
all the suits which may be instituted there, whether from KuddCia or 
Baraset, in wliich latter District he lias also full powers. 

(*). In Damoorhoodali, Mr. Maclean (for whom I have applied for 
full 2 >owcrs) wdll be assisted if necessary by Mr. llerschel and Mr. 
Taylor, who on liis arrival may I think be made to hold kucherry at 
llaut-Bolcah. 

7. At M(^herpore, Mr. Platts, for whom also I have Applied for full 
powers, wull dispose of such suits as arc instituted there or at Bamoondcc. 

8. ^Ir. D, M. Mackenzie, who arrived on Tuesday, should be sent to 
Ha drab. 

\). Ihxch of the new OlEcers must have witli him two Omlalis on 20 
or 25 llupeos jx^r month for the pur])osc of recording evidence. It 
would bo convenient if the Magistrates could furnish these men from 
ihcir fixed Establishments, filling up their places temporarily there. 

10 Each Oilicer should have a small party of Military Police at 
liaiid, wherever he may for the time be holding his court. 4dic present 
distribution of Captain Kaban’s Battalion is as follows : — 

Suhdhee, — Jessorc Magistrate’s Camj>, 50 men under Lieut. Howard, 
and 50 men of Major Miles’ Battalion, under Lieut. Smith, are on their 
way to join liim. 

JJamoorhoodidi, — Eighty men under Lieutenant Duff. 

Hmt-Boleah. — ^Thirty men under a Native Officer. 

Meherpore. — Fifty men under Lieutenant Robertson. 

11. 1 have to-day requested Captain Raban to detach 30 men under 
a^fative Officer to Bamoondec, supplying them place from head-quarters, 
which will be strengthened in a day or two by the arrival of the Guards 
relieved at the Presidency. 

12. 1 have also told Lieutenant Baker ^to march his party of 50 men 
to Iladrah. 

13. On the arrival of the Lahore light Horse, which may not be 
till after lay departure, Mr. Herschel is requested to instruct the Com- 
manding Officer to detach 60 men to Damoorhoodah — ^half to remain at 
that Station, and half to proceed to join the Jessore Magistrate’s camp at 
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Subdliee; 20 men ti^lioukl be sent to join IVlr. l^latls at i\Kihorpore. llio* 
remaining should be kept here to accompany Mr. Ilerschol to wliatever 
part of the District he may be called. 

14. Mr. ]\Iolony, Mr. Maclean and Mr. Platts should bo desired to 
collect small supplies of live stock, and other necessaries, for provision- 
ing European troops for the lime they are likely to be quartered in 
the District. 

15. I return to Alipore on the 1st, to hold the half-yearly examina- 
tion, and communication should be addressed thither after the 31st. 


From A. Jl. Es^^., Secretary to the Gov^oriiment of Bengal, to the Com'' 

missioucr of Nuddea, — (No. 1535, dated the 31si March 18G0.) 

SiK, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter Ko. 3, 
dated the 29th instant, submitting a copy of your Circular to the Offi- 
ciating Magistrates of flaraset, Nuddea, and Jessore, on the subject of 
(‘arrying out the provisions of the new Bill for enforcing the fulhlment 
of Indigo contracts, and in reply to infom you that the arrangemeuts 
which you liavc prescribed appear very judicious, and arc entirely ap- 
proved by the Lieutenant Governor. 


The 31st March 1860. 

The following Bill, as read a third time this day, is publisl^^d for 
general information : — 

A Bill to enforce the fulfilment of Indigo Contracts, and to provide for 
the appointment of a Commission of Enquiry, 

Whereas it is expedient to issue a commission of enquiry into the 
„ practice of Indigo idanting iti Bengal and 

Preaffible, ^ * t i . 

the relations between the Indigo Planter 
and the Ryots and holders of land in Bengal, and to make temporary 
provision for enforcing by summary process tlie execution^ of agreements 
entered into for the cultivation of Indigo plant ; and better to provide 
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for the punishment of certain unlawful acts connected with such c^ulti- 
vatioii ; It is enacted as follows : — 

I. If any person who has received a cash advance upon his agree- 

Magistrate may ou complaint. Cultivate Indigo plant during the 

issue summons for appearance* of a season now Current, shall wilfully delay 
person who has received a cash ad- , 

vance and delays or neglects to fulfil or omit from aud after tli0 4th day of 
his agreement. April 1860 to Cultivate according to the 

conditions of such agreement the whole quantity of land which he has 
agreed to cultivate, or otherwise to fulfil his engagement, it shall be com- 
petent to the Magistrate to entertain a complaint made to the above 
effect on oath by the Planter who has made the advance, or by any 
person on his behalf, and to summon the person complained of to appear 
before him in order to the investigation of the complaint preferred. If 
the Magistrate has reason to believe that the person complained of will not 
appear in obedience to the summons, he may issue a warrant for the 
arrest of such person. 

II. On hearing tlie answer of the person camidnined of, and on 

taking such evidence as botli parties may 

adduce, if tlie complaint be established 
to the satisfaction of the Magistrate, the Magistrate shall assess 
a certain sum as damages sustained by reason of the breach of 
the contract. If it shall appear to the Magistrate tliat the person 
who has agreed to cultivate the Indigo plant is still able to perform his 
contract, the Magistrate shall order him specifically to perform the same 
and shall also in such case award a certain sum to be paid as damages as 
an alternative. In cases in which the land to be cultivated with the 
Indig# plant is defined by the agreement, the Magistrate may order the 
attachment, as a security for the amount of the damages assessed or to 
be assessed for the breach of the agreement, of any other crop of the 
defaulter that may at any time during the present season be growing on 
such land. If after an order for specific performance of agreement the 
defendant fail to perform the agreement or to pay the amount of 
damages ordered to be paid as an alternative, or if after an order for 
payment of damages the same be not immediately paid, the Magistrate 
may order the defendant to be imprisoned in the Ci vil Jail for a term 
not exceeding three months ; and may on the motion of the complain- 
ant furthermore proceed to levy the damages assessed from the property 
of the defendant, in the mode provided for ’ enforcing decrees of Court 
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under Act VIII of 18 m9 (for simplifying the P ocedurr of the Courts of 

Civil Judicature not establish vd bu Jlouaj 
Proviso. X -r. . 1 1 S' i 

Charte?'). Provided that if the amount 
of tlie said damages is paid or levied within the aforesaid term of three 
months, the defendant shall be released from Jail on tliat amount being 
paid or levied. 

Ill In case it shall appear to the satisfaction of the Magistrate that 
„ . , u r agreement has been obtained bv 

intimidation, complaint to be dis- means of fraud, force, or unlawful inti- 
midation, the coin])laint shall be dismissed. 

IV. If any complaint prelerred under this Act bo dismissed for 

, ^ , „T • i. X want of proof or appearance of the com- 

In what cases Magistrate may ^ * * * 

levy costs and coinpensaiion from plainaut, or for any otlici* causo, tlie Ma- 
coniplainant. gistrate may order the complainant to pay 

such amount for costs and compensation as he may think reasonable. 
In default of payment of any such amount, the same may be levied 
by distress and sale of the property of the person ordered to pay the 
same. 


V. If any person from and after the 4tli day of April 1860, shall 

by violence, threats, or otlierwise intimi- 

Penalty for intimidation Slc. . . . , 

date or attempt to intimidate any other 
person wlio shall have entered into any such agreement as aforesaid, 
with the intention of inducing such person to break the conditions 
thereof, he shall, on conviction before the Magistrate, be liable to a 
sentence of imprisonment with or without labor for a period not exceeding 
six months, or to a fine not exceeding two hundred Rupees, or to both, 
such fine being commutable, if not paid, to a further period of imprison- 
ment not exceeding six months. 

VI. If any person sliall maliciously destroy or damage, or if ^ny 

person shall maliciously command, com- 
pel. or persuade any other person to 
destroy or damage any growing crop of 
Indigo, he shall, on conviction before a Magistrate, be liable to be sen- 
tenced to imprisonment with or without labor for a period not exceeding 
six months or to a fine not exceeding two hundred Rupees, or to both, 
such fine being commutable, if not paid to a further period of imprisou- 
ment not exceeding six months; 
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No Apj>eul. 


Jurisdiction. 


Vil. No appeal shall lie from the de- 
cision of a Mniristrate under tliis Act. 

VIII. *rhe power of a Magistrate under this Act may be exercised 

by any person vested with the full powers 

of a Magistrate, and by any Assistant 
Magistrate or Deputy Magistrate specially empowered on that behalf by 
the local Government, 

IX. A decision of a Magistrate sliall be a bar to any further pro- 

ceeding for the same breach of agreement. 

Effort of JocHion of Magistrate , Incision nndcr this Act sliall have 

under tins Act. 

any force or effect in regard to anytliing^ 
not to be performed daring the current season. 

X. Tills Act shall have effect from and after the 4th day of April 

1860, and shall not extend beyond the 
Territoiies subject to tlie Lieutenant- 

Governor of Bengal. And no complaint or prosecution shall be enter- 
tained under this Act, unless preferred 
within six months from the date aforesaid 

XI. All orders made or acts done before the 4tli day of Ajiril 1860, 

which w^onld have been lawful if tlie Bill 

to enforce tlie fulfilment of Indigo Con- 
tracts,” as read a second time on the 24th 
day of March I860 had then become law, are hereby declared to be 

valid. And all Magistrates and otlier 
Tiuicmmty. Public Officers are hereby indemnified for 

any acts done before the said 4th day of April 1860, which would have 
been justifiable under the said Bill if the same had become law on the 
said 24th day of March 1860, 

XIL Tlio Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal shall, as soon as conveni- 
ently may be, issue a Commission to such 
Appointment oi , Commission of persons as the said Lieutenant-Govemoi* 

shall think fit, for the }>urpose of enquir- 
ing into and reporting on the system and practice of Indigo planting in 
Bengal and the relations between the Indigo Planter and the Ryots and 
holders of land in Bengal aforesaid. The said Commissioners shall fully 
enquire into the matters aforesaid, and shall as soon as they conveniently 
can, report to the Lieutenant-Governor the result of their enquiries^ and" 
shall in their report or reports suggest such alterations, if any, as may 


Duration and territorial scope of A ct. 


Liraitalion of action. 


f ertjii post orders declared 
valid, 
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Death or resignation of any of 
the Commissioners. 


Attcndence of witnesses. 


in their opinion bo bonefurially made in the law relating to the system 
and practice and the relations aforesaid 

XIIL In case of the death or resignation of any of the said Com- 
missioners, or of any of them becoming un- 
able or refusing to act, it shall be Lawful 
for the other Commissioners or Commis- 
sioner to act alone, and all tlie powers by this Act given to Commission- 
ers sliall and may be exercised by the continuing Commissioners or Com- 
missioner alone, but only until such vacancy can be filled up. It sliall he 
lawful for the said Lieutenant-Governor from time to time, and he shall as 
soon as conveniently may be, without issuing a new Commission appoin^ 
somo other person or persons to act as a Commissioner or Commission- 
ers jointly with the continuing Commissioners or Commissioner, and 
in such case all tlie powers conferred by this Act shall and may be 
exercised by the said newly appointed Commissioner or Commissioners 
jointly with the continuing Commissioner or Commissioners, 

XIV. It shall be lawful for the Commissioners aforesaid, by a sum- 
mons under the hand of any one of them^ 
to require the attendance before them, at 

a time and place to be mentioned in such summons, of any }>crson or 
persons whomsoever, residing or being witliiri the Lieutenant-Governor- 
ship of Bengal, whose evidence shall in tlie judgment of the Commis- 
sioners aforesaid be material to any of the matters of the enquiry afore- 
said, and to require tlie person or persons so summoned to bring and 
produce before them all such hooks, papers, deeds, and writings as to 
them the said Commissioners shall appear necessary for arriving at the 
truth of the matters directed to be enquired into by the said Commis- 
sioners, all which persons shall accordingly attend before the said Com- 
missioners, and shall produce such books, papers, deeds, and writings 
as shall be required of them and shall be in their custody and control or 

in the custody and control of any one 
of them according to the tenor of the 
summons. Provided always that no person shall be compelled to attend 
before the said Commissioners or to give ) is evidence at a greater dis- 
tance than fifty miles from the place where such person shall be residing, 

XV. It shall be lawful for the Commissioners aforesaid, or ojne of 

them, to administer an oath, or in the 
case of persons allowed by law to make 
affirmation instead of taking an oath, an 


Exammaiion of witnesses on oath 
or affirmation. 
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Proviso. 


affirmation in such form as to them the said Commissioner shall seem 
to all persons who shall be examined before them touching the matters 

to be enquired into by them as aforesaid* 
Provided that nothing herein contained 
shall render it necessary for the said Commissioners to take evidence 
upon oath or affirmation unless they shall think fit or expedient so to do, 

XVI. If any person, upon whom any such summons shall be served 

by the delivery thereof to him or by the 

^ Witnesses neglecting to attend 

being a person living within fifty miles 
of the place at wliicli he shall be required to attend, without reasonable 
cause (to be allowed by the Commissioners aforesaid) fail to appear before 
them at the time and place mentioned In the summons, or shall refuse 
to be sworn or to make affirmation (as the case may be) or shall not 
make answer to such questions as shall be put to him toucliing the mat- 
ters directed or wliich may hereafter be directed, to be enquired into by 
the Commissioners aforesaid, or shall refuse or fall without reason- 
able cause (to be allowed by the Commissioners aforesaid to pro- 
duce and show to the said Commissioners any such paper, book, 
deed, or writing being in his possession or under his control as 
to the Commissioners aforesaid shall appear necessary for arriving 
at the truth of the matters to be enquired into by them, the Com- 
missioners aforesaid, shall have the same powers in all respects touch- 
ing any such person so failing to appear or refusing to be sworn 
or to make affirmation, or not answering such questions as shall be 
put to him or refusing to produce and show any such book, paper 
deed, or writing as aforesaid, as the principal Court of original Civil 
jurisdiction within the limits of which the said person shall be residing, 
may by law exercise against any person for making default of appear- 
ance, or for refusing to be sworn or to give evidence on any issue joined 
in any action pending in such Court. 

XVII. Wenever a surmnons is issued for the attendance of a witness 

under this Act, the Commissioners may 
if they think fit, order such witness to 

receive from the Collector such travelling and other expences as he 
would have been entitled to receive bad he been summoned j;o appear 
and give evidence in the principal Court of original Civil jurisdiction in 
the District. 


Kxpences of witnesses. 
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Punishmoiit for false evidertfce. 


XV HI. Every person wlio upon exfiinination n])on oath or affirma- 
tion before tlie Commissioners afore 3 ai(l, 
shall wilfully give false evidence, shall be 
liable to the punishment of perjury. 

M. Wylle, 

Cierk of the CounciL 


From A. 1?. Yofno, Esq., Sooreiary to the Chwerumojit of Bengal, to the Com • 
missioiiers of JMiuhlea and Kajsljuliyo, (tlated J^'ort William, the 4th April 
LS60.) 

Siu, 

The r>lll “to enforce the fulfilment of Indigo contracts and to 
provide for the apjiointment of a Commission of liifpiiiy/’ as read a 
third time, and pass(*d in the T.eglslative Council on Saturday last, dilters 
in some respect from tliat read the first and second time, in regard to 
wliieh general instructions were convoyed to you in my letters Nos. 1273 
and 1290, dated the 27th and 28th ultimo resp(‘ctively. 

2. It is necessary therefore that <hc state of the Law, as it will now 
stand wlien the anticipated assent of His Excellency the Governor Gene- 
ral is given to it, so far as it alTects the Eyots, should be very carefully 
explained to them, in the sann^ manner that the provisions of the Bill in 
its former state were explained to them. 

3. The folloAving are the most important changes made : — 

4. The summary and exceptional process available by this Law may 
be applied to the whole matter of any agreement to cultivate Indigo dur- 
ing the present season, for which any advance in cash has been received, 
instead of being restricted to so much of it as was made in consideration 
of the advance in cash ; and there is no maximum to which the damages 
assessable by the MagivStrate are restricted in proportion to the amount of 
cash advance received. Moreover the Magistrate may now decree spe- 
cific performance : he may decree costs and compensation against a com- 
plainant failing to prove his case : and his decision bars all further pro- 
ceedings in the matter of the contract in question. The provision that 
there shall be no appeal from the Magistrate’s order remains as it was 
before it was proposed to give him these extended powers. These changes 
add materially to the responsibilities of the Officers vested with Magis- 
terial powers under the Act ; and they make it more then ever impera- 
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live on those Officers to give their utmost attention to the equitable prin- 
ciples it will fall to them to apply, and to the careful ascertainment of 
the facts whenever there may be any dispute of facts regarding the nature 
as well as regarding the existence of an agreement such as is provided for. 
On this point, I am directed to request that attention may again be direct- 
ed to the remark made in paragraph 4 lof my letter of the 28th ultimo, 
No. 1290. 

5. The special provison in Section III. of the Act will point the 
Magistrate’s attention to the general principle, that fraud and force and 
unlawful intimidation vitiate agreements. 

i\. As the Legislature allows no appeal from the decisions of Officers 
vested with powers under this Act, it becomes doubly incumbent 
on Commissioners to keep themselves constantly informed of the manner 
in which these Officers discharge the very difficult and responsible duty 
now imposed upon them, and of the principles by which they are guided 
in their decisions. These powers, and the opportunity of acting upon 
them, m\ist not be retained for a day in the hands of any Officer who 
may show himself not competent to exercise them in such a manner as to 
do full and substantial justice to all parties. 

7. The Act will have effect from this date; but under Section XI. 
public Officers are indemnified from any acts done before the 4tli instant, 
which would have been justifiable under the Bill as read on the 24th 
ultimo. 

8. One hundred copies of the Act in Bengullce are lierewith forward- 
ed to yon, and should be circulated- 



From Bauoo Issur CauNDER 8ixan, Honorary Secretary British Indian AHSocia- 
tion, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (dated the March 

IStJO.) 

I AM directed by the Committee of tlie British Indian Association 
to request the favor of your laying before His Honor tlie Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal, for his consideration and orders, the accompanying 
Petition of the Committee, praying fora Commission of Inquiry into the 
cultivation of Indigo in Lower Bengal. 

To the Hoii’ble J. P. Grant, Lieutenant Governor of Bengal. 


SnOWKTIT, 


The humble petition of the British Indian 
Association. 


That your Petitioners have viewed with much concern the 
contest which has sprung up within the last few months between the 
Kyots and Planters, engaged in the cultivation and manufacture of 
Indigo in Kishnaghur and otlicr Districts in Lower Bengal. 

The contest has within tlie last few weeks assumed a serious aspect, 
and things have approaelicd to a crisis wliicli is mucli to be lamented, 
though your Petitioners have good reasons to believe that the accounts 
published in the newspapers arc gTcatly exaggerated, and they have not 
been surprised to perceive such to be the case from the report of the 
Commissioner of the Nuddea Division. 

Your Petitioners cannot view the contest in any other light than as a 
natural struggle between labor and capital, and as such, its settlement, they 
are of opinion, ought to be left to the operation of economical Laws 
uninterfered with by the Government or Legislature on any side. 

But circumstances have arisen, your Petitioners regret to state, which 
call for the interference of the Authorities. Both parties have appealed 
to the Government for intercession and aid, and both are loud in 
declaring the truth and justice to be on their side. Further, it has been 
declared on behalf of Indigo Planters, that inaction on the part of 
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Government may lead them to take the Law into their own hands” and 
it has even been circumstantially stated tljat “ Planters (at Kislinaghur) 
are ^^ngaging Sailors in Calcutta as a preliminary measure against such 
a contingency. As a conllrmation to the above, your Petitioners observe 
certain Indigo Planters of Kislmaghur stating in an official letter of tlieirs 
to the Secretary to their Association at Calcutta, that failing attention 
from Government, “ we must endeavour to do what is best for our- 
selves.” Tliis, if true, indicates a state of things fraught with danger to 
the peace of the District, and requires in the judgment of your Petitioners 
the ju’ompt attention of Government. 

Your Petitioners do not pretend to judge between the two contending 
parties, and emphatically disavow hostility to either. They however 
1‘eel persuaded that the question is surrounded by such difficulties, by 
reason of the strong personal interests involved in it of both the parties, 
that without a public and efficient inquiry it will be hopeless, yt)ur Peti- 
tioners believe, for Government as well as the public at large to arrive; 
at a correct and impartial solution in regard to it. 

There arc two subjects connected with tlie cultivation of Indigo, which 
your Petitioners think above all others particularly call for this inquiry. 
Your Honor is aware that among other things the loudest coinphilnts 
have been made by the Ryots, whether with justice or not your Ih?ti- 
tioners do not feel competent to decide, against the low rates of remune- 
ration, compared to other articles of cultivation, of Rice given for tlic cul- 
tivation of the Indigo plant, and tlic system of advances in vogue in tlie 
Indigo Factories of Lower Bengal. 

In 1850, your Petitioners, in common with the estimable and philan- 
thropic body of Protestant l\lissi()narics of Bengal, praye<l of the Go- 
vernment for a Commission of Inquiry of the kind referred to above. 
In the present prayer, however, they feel it a particular pleasure to be 
able jto state that they have the concurrence of the European Planters 
immediately interested in the cultivation of Indigo, who in their recent 
petition to your Honor have openly “ courted the fullest inquiries.” 

A Commission of Inquiry of the kind prayed for has long been desi- 
derated. Whether as regards the interests of the Planters or those of 
the Ryots, a searching, ])atient, and unbiassed inquiry has been held 
to be the only means by which a true solution of this intricate and 
important question can be discovered, and the real character of the facts 
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SO vehemently disputed on both sides established. It is beli(‘A'ed to be 
the sole means which will above all settle the position of the llyot, who 
has been iineeasing in his complaints, and clear up the future of British 
enterprise in the Interior ; the fusion of which witli Native capital and 
industry is justly considered to be the main security for tlu‘. progress of 
the country in material prosperity. 

Your Petitioners have observed with regret that it has been recom- 
mended to your Honor to bring “ special legislation” to bear upon 
British (Miterprise in the Jlofussil by way of enconragcnient. Much as 
your Petitioners value British enterprise in India ; much as they hope 
for the intr(.)duction of British capital, energy, and skill into this laud 
as the pioneer of progress ; much us they look to European science and 
its application for the development of the inexhaustible resources of this 
country, they \vould reckon It as liumiliating us discreditable to British 
settlers, and unf(*rtunate for the people, if those excellent advantages, 
which cannot be undervalued witliout gross positive Injustice, could not be 
obtained without the aid of “ special legislation.” 

Your Petitioners would tlicreforc pray tliat your 
Honor may be j)leasc<l to consider tl)e ])ro])rioty of 
issuing a {Joinmission of Jnquiry, consisting of such a 
nunibcr of persons as your Honor may deem lit, into 
tlic cultivation of Indigo in l^ower Bengal, with 
specuJ reference to tlie rates of remuneration and the 
systi^m of advances connected tlierewitli. 

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 


From A. E. Youno, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Honorary 
Secretary to the British Indian Association, — (No. 1540, dated the 5th 
April 1860). 


SlB, 

In reply to your letter of the 22nd ultimo; I am directed to 
refer you to the Act “to enforce the fulfilment of Indigo contracts 
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and \o provide for the appointment of a Comnusson of Incpiiry/’ wliioli 
was passed by the Leglslulivc Council on^Saturday last. 


From A. It. YorNO, Es(^ , Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Offi- 
ciating Secretary to the Indigo Planters’ Association, — (JNo. 1 539, dated the 
5th April 1800.) 

Sin, 

In continuation of my letter to your address of the 22nd 
ultimo, I am directed to refer you to the Act “ to enforce the fulfilment 
of Indigo contracts, and to provide for the appointment of a Commis- 
sion of Inquiry,” which Avas passed by the Legislative Council on 
Saturday last, Avhich the Lieutenant-Governor trusts will meet the objects 
of the Association. 


From A. Forbes, Esq., Officiating Secretary, Indigo Planters’ Association, to 
A. B. Youj^o, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (dated Calcutta, 
JOtli April 1860.) 

Sin, 

I HAA"E the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 1539, dated the 5th instant. 

I am directed by the Central Committee of the Indigo Planters’ Associa- 
tion to express their tlianks for the Law to enforce the fuliilmeiit of 
Indigo contracts, and to state that they hail with much satisfaction the 
provision made in that Act for the appointment of a Commission of 
Inquiry into the relations between Indigo Planters and the cultivators of 
the soil, and to express a hope, on the part of the Associationf that the 
appointment of the Commission shall not bejong delayed. If the Com- 
mission commence its inquiries immediately after the present sowing 
season, it is to be hoped that its labors might be completed before Octo- 
ber next, Avhen the sowings and arrangements for the next season must 
commence. Enough would be tln^n known at least to set at rest the 
question whether Indigo Planting, as conducted at present, is to be per- 
mitted by Law to continue, or whether the Government intends to inter- 
fere to any considerable extent between the Planter and the cultivator, 
and arrangements might be made, modified according to the extent of 
such interference, for the cultivation of Indigo for the next season. 
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From A. Ckotk, Esq , Commisflioncr of the Niuhlea Division, to <he Socrefcary to 
the Government of Bengal, Fort William, — (No. dated Alipore, the 

IGth April 18G0 ) 

SlK, 

I BEG to lay before Goveriiinont an original reference from 
the Magistrate of Niiddea, dated 13th instant, with^Us enclosures. As 
I had previously sent to the Legal Remembrancer for copies of the 
Jessore Magistrate’s letter, I be^to append it also and its enclosures. 

2. Not concurring in Mr. Beaufort’s view of the Law, I liad drawn 
np tlio accomi>anying note which I liad intended to submit for the 
approval of Ilis Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. 

3. It will be seen that I support generally Mr. Ilerschel’s opinion ; 
and if I remember rightly, what was said by the Right Ilon’ble James 
Wilson, when he moved the amendment of the 2nd Section of the Bill, 
on a construction of the Law, is that wdiich was intended to be put on it. 

4. I request the return of the original enclosures. 


From W. J. JIkhschel, Esq, Officiating Magistrate of Nuddea, to the Commis- 
sioner of Circuit, Niiddca Division,— (No. lOlCt. dated Nuddea, the 13th 
April 18G0.) 

Sir, 


I HAVE the honor to enclose copy of a letter received from the 
Legal Remembrancer on a reference made to him by the Magistrate of 
Jessore and myself, putting certain questions to him as to tlie meaning 
of the neiir Indigo Bill. 

2. I have no copy of the^ letter that went to him nor of the ques- 
tions put. But I think 1 am stating them fairly thus. 

Question 1. — A Ryot having taken cash advance upon agreement to 
cultivate for a specific number of years including the current season, 
does the wording of the Law admit of the case being adjudicated by 
the Magistrate ? 

On this we agreed, that the Law applied to such a case. 

Question 2. — A Ryot having taken advance in some former year to 
sow Indigo, but without fixing any specific limit to the number of years 
for which the agreement was to hold, can the Magistrate order him to 



{ 380 > 


sow this ypar ou any f'rountl but one, vi*., tliat by I’eceipt of a cash ad- 
vance tliis season the Rj'ot lias confirmed tlie contract ? 

It appeared to me that he could not The Magistrate of Jessore con- 
sidered (as I understand him) that any act of the llyots which proved 
his consent to the continuance of the contract gave force to the Law 
against him provided he received cash originally. 

3. As in a meeting of six Magisterial Officers we were equally 
divided in this point, we decided on ^jforring the matter to the l^egal 
Remembrancer for his opinion. 

4. His reply has been rcecived, but it appears to me so difficult of* 
adoption that I must beg for a more distinct statement of the meaning 
of the Law from higher authority. 

5. I know not whether it is quite proper of me to put forward 
arguments opposed to the view of the Legal Remembrancer, but as con- 
cisely as may be, I venture to state the grounds on which I adopted my 
own view, and to shew why I still think them intact. . 

6. 'fhe terms of the Law arc— If any Ilyot “ has received a cash 
advance upon hi.s agreement to cultivate Indigo plant during the season 
now current” the Magistrate shall, if it be still feasible, order him to 
sow and .shall fix an equitable sum as damages for failing to comply 
with the order. 

7. It appears to me that the Magistrate has no option on the case 
thus put to decline giving the order to sow. 

Ills functions as .Tudge in equity commence when he assesses the 
penalty for a refusal to comply with the order. If the Ryot agreed to 
sow this year, and took cash advance on that agreement, an order to sow 
must follow. The order may be a harsh one (as in the case put by the 
Legal Remembrancer of a ten year.s’ agreement on conditionstobviousl}* 
unprofitable to the Ryot) but the penalty in such a case is at the 
Magistrate’s discretion. 

8. The case of a ten years’ agreement is herein precisely similar to 
that of an agreement for this year only. The order to sow must issue 
on an agreement clenched by cash. It may be as harsh an order as in 
the other case. But the penalty for refusal depends on the equitable 
nature of the contract. 

9. But the Legal Remembrancer proceeding on the principles of 
Civil Law and putting out of sight the criminal and exceptional nature 
of the present Law, argues that in the case of a ten years’ agreement, 
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unprufitable to the Ryot, no order to sow should issue unless the Planter 
can prove that lie lias given other advantages ^Yllich supply the place 
of the customary renewed advance. 

10. This argument, it seems to me, tends to assimilate the case of an 
agreement for a sjiecific term witli that of an agreement unlimited in 
time. It tends, by denying the literal inter])rctation of the law in the 
former case where it reads in favour of one of the parties, to admit of a 
liberal interpretation of it in liis favour in llie latter where it reads 
against liiin. It makes the entire question one of pure equity in 
both cases. 

Yet I confess I cannot see how a specific contract to sow during a 
sj^ecihe term, which includes this particular season, and whicli was 
clenclied by cash when made, can be j»ut out of the pale of the Lavv^ 
nor how a contract wliich does not specify this particular season can bo 
brouglit witliin it. If the latter have been rene\vcd by any means, 
sj)ecially with iTgard to this season, it heconies a new contract to sow 
this season, and it only remains for the Magistrate in compliance with 
the terms of the law to call for proof tliat a cash advance was given 
(not upon some previous, but) vpon this recent agreement. 

1 1. The Legal Reniembi'ancer ends his letter by saying— 

“ Bill if the agreement had reference only to last season, it would nof, 
I apprehend, be held valid in the current season wdthout an express re^ 
newal hv tlio^parties concerned.’^ 

W liat is an exj)ress renewal ? It appears to me that the terms of the 
Law are inflexibly accurate. The receipt of cash advance is the only 
expression to wliich we criminal authorities are allowed to listen. 

12. In adopting and adhering to this view, it is quite possible that 
some caseft of injustice to the Planter may occur, siicli as that of a Ryot, 
having altogether evaded liis contract last season. He probably ought 
to sow this year. But while the words of the Law continue £s at*pre- 
sent, I cannot, tuin it as I may, consider myself responsible for such 
injustice. 


49 



( 382 ) 


FromE. W. Molony, Esq,, Officiating Magistrate of Jesaore, to the Superm- 
tcudont of Legal Affairs, Fort William, —{Dated Dainoorhooda, 7th April 
1860 .) 

8ik, 


I HAVE the honor to submit the eticlosed Memoranda of the 


^Tr. E, W . Molony, Offg.Magis- 
trato oF .Tcssorc, 

Mr. W. J. Hcrschel, Offg. Ma- 
gistrate of J^uddea. 

Mr. C. J3. Skinner. Joint Magis- 
trate. 

Mr M. G. Taylor, Joint Magis- 
trate. 

Mr. A. T. Maclean, Joint Magis- 
trate. 

Mr. C. O. D. Betts, Deputy Ma- 


construction placed upon tlie Indigo Bill, 
by the Officers (as per margin,) who have 
severally signed tliem and shall be much 
obliged l>y your favoring us with your 
opinion as to wliicli is the correct view. 

2. I have been requested to refer this 
question as it is very desirable that the 


gibtrute. 


same construction may be placed on the 


Law by all Officers concerned iu the administration thereof. 


3. Be pleased to favor me with your opinion as early as possible. 
Bending a coj)y of the same to the address of the Officiating Mugiatraie 
of Nuddea. 


4. Please to address an answer to me, Dainoorhooda, via., Nischindi- 


pore. 


Memo. 


I hold, that the terms of the law admit of a Magistrate’s taking 
up $L case under the Indigo Bill, no matter in what year the cash advance 
was made, provided the agreement was for a specified and limited number 
of years and included the present season. 

2n(l I hold that a Ryot having received cash advance last year with- 
out having fixed any term to the continuance of the contract, or expressly 
or impliedly agreed with reference to such advance to cultivate this 
year, cannot be ordered to sow this year unless by tlie receipt of a 
second cash advance this season be lias confirmed and continued the 
contract. 


W. J. Herschkl, 

Officiating Magistrate. 

I agree with the above opinion. 

G. Tateob, 
AmUant Magistrate. 
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As I am of opinion ibat to make me to receive a case under the Lavr 
cash must have been received tliis season, I disagree with the fix*st of the 
above minutes. 


(Signed) A. T. Maclean. 


I agree with Mr. Herschel in the view he has taken of the Indir^o 
Law being applicable to nnexpired agreements to cultivate Indigo for a 
specified term of years ivhencmr the ailvance may have been made. 

I am also of o[)inion that it will apply to cases in wdiich tlie evidence 
shows tlm agreement was intended to extend to tlie present season though 
no term is specified where there may have originally been a cash advance 
not paid off, and where the Ryots may have by any act admitted that the 
agreement is still in force even though no fresh cash advance may have 
been made to him tliis season. 


E. W. Molony. 


1 agree entirely with Mr. Molony 's view. 


C. B. Skinner* 


I agree witl>«Mr. Molony’s constructions of the Bill. 

A. G. D. Betts* 


From F. Beautout, Esq.» Superintendent and Remembrancer of Legal Affairs, to 
the Officiating Magistrate of Jesscre,— (Ko. 624, Fort William, dated the lOfch 
April 3860.^ 

Siu, 

I HAVE tlie honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 7 th instant, regarding the bill to enforce the fulfilment of Indigo 
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contracts whicli was r<»a(l a third time in the Legislative Council on the 
31st ultimo. 

2, Under Sections 1 and 9 of the bill you require an agreement to 
cultivate Indigo plant during the season now current, and a casli advance 
made upon that agreement. On these conditions you liavo jurisdiction. 
But if the terms of the agreement do not embrace the current season, or 
if no casli advance has been made on that agreement, you cannot 
interfere. 

3. There is nothing in the bill which requires that the agreement 
should specify a limited number of years, and tlierefore I tliink that Mr* 
Herscbel is in error when he makes it essential that the agreement sliould 
be for a specified and limited number of years. But doubtless some con- 
sideration of the time involved is reejuisite. The law is professedly 
temporary ; and a summary powmr lias been given to you for a specified 
purpose. In the exorcise of that powder you are bound by Section 3 to 
regard tlic considerations of equity ; and wdiero tlie agreement does not 
involve fair reciprocal obligation, as judged by local custom, it should 
not be enforced, although the bare terms of the law are strictly a})plica- 
ble to it. Consequently, if the agreement sti[)u]ates for tlie cultivation 
of land for a long period of years, or in perpetuity, witliout a cash ad- 
vance, winch can equitably be presumed to have afforded advantage to tlio 
Byot during tlie current season, 1 am of opinion that it ought not to be 
enforced. As for instance, I would not apply the law to the possible case 
of a Ryot contracting to cultivate ten beegahs with Indigo for ten years 
on one advance of twenty Rupees, which has not been r^^iewed, [unless 
the Planter could show that the Ryot had received corresponding benefits 
in some other way, wliich wmuld supply the place of the customary re- 
newed advance. In the ca«e of agreements not renewed for tlie current 
season, 1 think that you should see whether the advances, either made 
in cash or brouglit forward in the account, liavc been marked off‘ or 
not and tkat no contract should ho enforced in the fulfilment of 
which the Ryot has discharged the obligations represented by tlie ad- 
vances, And in tliis view, you will observe, it is not required that the 
agreement should specify a fixed number of years. 

'4. Oia the second i)oInt to which your letter refers, I observe that 
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nothing is said in the law about an advance made in tlie current season 
and consequently that Mr. Ilerschel’s construction of it Is, as it seems to 
me incorrect ; you cannot I think restrict the administration of the law to 
tliose cases in which the actual fact of payments in tlie cnrrcmt year is 
])rovecl 3 to tlie exclusion of eases in which the contract regards the culu- 
vation of tlio current season, and in wliieli an advance has been made on 
that contract. In the enforcement of tlie law for tliis season regard 
onglit to he had specially to the custom which has lield in tlie Concern; 
and that will usually show wliethcr the contract, on which an advance 
was made in a previous year, is applicable to tlie current season. It is 
easy to conceive cases in which the Rvot could not have fairly asked for 
renewed advance tins season, as for instance \\h(M’e lie evaded the obli- 
gation of last year and consenh^d instead to liold tlie agreement good for 
the current season. But if tlie agreeiu^mt Irid reference only to last 
season, it would not, I apprehend, bo lield valid in the current season 
without an express renewal by the parties concerned. 


Copy forwarded to INIngistrate of Nuddea for his Information, at the 
request of the Magistrate of Jessore. 

Noie by Commissioner. 

1. There must be in tlie first place an agreement to cultivate plant 
during the season now current. Tjio contract may be a written and 
producible one, in wliich case if proved to bo geiuiino and to have been 
fairly entered into, the Magistrate will liavc jurisdiction on finding that 
a cash advance was made at the time of its execution, and that the Ilyot 
is still bound by its conditions to supply plant, 

2. If the contract when produced does not sliow conclusively that its 
conditions arc binding on the Ryot for the current year, the Planter must 
show that its conditions have become so binding by the acceptance on the 
Ryot’s part of a further advance this year. 

3. If the contract be not a written and producible one, and the Ryots 
deny that any such has ever been made for the season now current, then 
the Planter must prove that the oral agreement has been actually made 
or has been understood to be made by the Ryots’ acceptance of a cash 
payment for the current year. 
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A. Mr. Forlong sues on a 7 j^ears term agreement wliicli he produces^ 

His books show tliat there are 3 years yet to run, and 
lllustratjous, , i ^ i i . /* 

tiiat an advance was made to defendant at the time of 

execution, Magistrate may order specific performance. 

B. In anotlier (‘ase lie files an agreement which contains no specific 
term and leaves the question doubtful as to whether it was intended to 
bind the Ryot beyond the year in wliich it was entered into and in which 
the advance was made. Defendant admits that he received advance on it 
and that he is in balance to the factory, but denies that it binds lilin for 
this year. The question raised here is beyond the jurisdiction of the 
special Court. 

A. Quote, Commissioner. 


From A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, tathe Advocate 
General,— (No. 1809, dated 19tk April ISGO.) 

Sin, 

I am directed to forward to you the accompanying com- 
munication in onVinal from the Commissioner 
No. 98Ct. of If) Inst, with 3 . i 7 p 

ends. or JNiuulea on the subject of the ihU to en- 

force the fulfilment of Indigo contracts, and to 
request that you will have the goodness to favor the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor with a legal opinion thereon, sucli as may be circulated amongst the 
officers employed in carrying out the provisions of the Bill for their 
gui lance, 

2. The return of the original papers with your reply is requested. 


From W. Ritchie, Esq., Advocate General to A. R. Y’oung, Esq, Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal. — (Calcutta, 21st April 1860) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 
1809, dated the 19tli Instant, and in reply to forward the accompanying 
opinion upon the points therein referred to. 

I return tlie original enclosures. 

Opinton. 

In order to give tho M^istrate jurisdiction under Act No. XI. of 
1860, there must be proveef an agreement to cultivate Indigo plant du- 
ring the present season, and an advance in cash upon that agreement. 
But I am of opinion that it is immaterial for the purpose of giving juris- 
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diction, when the ai^reement was entered into: — or whether it is one 
applicable to the present season only, or to several seasons ; or whether 
it is proposed to establish it by a writteji instrument, expiessly extend- 
ing to the cultivation of the present season, or by a written instiuinent 
expressly extending to a past beason only, coupled ^^itll proof of a re- 
newal of such agreement on the same or vaiied terms for the pre-bcnt 
season ; or by j)urely oral testimony. And so as to the advances ; I 
think that for the purpose of giving jun5dietion, it is imm.itei ial ^^hell 
the advmice was made ; or vvlietiier it was part of the original agree- 
ment that it should be made or not, proviiknl the cash was paid n])on the 
footing of, and with reference to an agreement (wudtten or verbal 
express or to be imjdicd from the a(‘ts of the ]>arti»‘s<br the usual cu‘<tom 
in the District or all the circumstances of the case) that plant should bo 
cultivated during tlie present season* 

‘2. 'riie advances lefeired to in tlio accompanying papers may appa- 
rently be ranged under thiee Iieads: — 

1.9^. Advances made expressly for the present season. 

As to these no question can arise, as they clearly bring the case within 
the jurisdiction of the Magistrate. 

2niL Advances inad(‘ during a ])re\]‘oiis season, but nj^on cnteiing 
into an agreement to cultivate, exteifding to tliO present sc'Oson, and made 
generally ill respect of tlie entire agieement or expressly in respect of 
certain seasons including tlie ])rescnt one. 

Here also the Magistrate will ha\e jiii isdictlon, and his jui Isdictiou 
will not be taken away ly the circiini'^tance that the advances tlius made 
generally upon the agreement liave just been woiked out by the U\ot so 
as to leave him notliing in hand a[»plicable to the present season after 
paying himself in full for the last season. 

Zrd, Advances made during a previous season, but after the agree- 
ment was entered into, and not made in respect of the agreement •gene- 
rally, or of the cultivation of the present season, but expressly on account 
of the cultivation of tlie season in which they were made. 

Here, unless a fresh advance has been made for this season, there w ill 
be no jurisdiction, even ihongh the advance for the j>rior seasons have 
not been worked out, and a balance remains in tlie Kyot’s hand. 

3 . It IS, of course, impossible to lay down any rule beforehand which 
shall be exactly applicable to the great variety of esases tliat may aiise 
under the Act. But the principles above stated may, I think, be taken as 
the tests by which tlie lilagistrate should ascertain whether a case does 
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or not fall within the Act ; and tlie following illustrations may further 
serve to show how tliey may be applied : — 

Cask L — An agreement is entered into in 1859 to cultivate Indigo for 
two seasons, viz, 1859 and 1860. A casli advance is paid at the time^ 
generally on account of the entire agreement. Wlietlier such cash 
advance lias been \Yorked off in the season 1859 or not, tlie Magistrate 
lias ju rise! ict inn. 

Case 2. — Upon a similar agreement, no cash is paid at the time. But 
a month afterwards the Byot asks for and receives an advance specifi- 
cally for the season 1859, without any refereneo to any subsequent sea- 
son ; whether such advance lias been worked otF or not, the Magistrate 
lias no jurisdiction liulcss some further advance has been made. 

Case 13, — Upon a similar agreement, no cash has been paid at the timo 
But a month afterwards the Ryot asks tor and receives an advance gene- 
cally for tlie purposes of cultivating under the agreement, .or specifi* 
cally for the season of 1859, but with a promise thoiigli a verbal one, 
that if any balance remains over the sui'jdus shall be applied to the 
season 1860. Whether the ailvanco of 1859 has been worked out or 
not the Magistrate will liave jurisdiction. 

Case 4. — A Ryot takes advance in a former year to cultivate Indigo 
without fixing any specific limit to the number of years for which the 
agreement is to hold, lie afterwards eXj>resbly though verbally agrees 
to cultivate for the present season but receives no further cash advance. 
This is the second case put by Mr. Mcrschel in his letter of 13th instant. 
Here the Magistrate will primd facie Ivav quo jurisdiction, even though 
the advance for the first year lias not been worked out. For prim A 
facie an agreement to cultivate must be deemed to be for the current 
season only. Bui if the plaintiff* can shew that by the custom of the 
district or other circumstances, an agreement to cultivate does really 
extend to a certain number of years which would include the present 
one, the case must be determined according to the character of the 
advances as in cases I and 2. 

Case 5. — In the case put by Mr. Beaufort of a Ryot contracting to 
cultivate 10 biggahs with Indigo for ten yeai's on one advance of Ru- 
pees 20, which Iiad not been renewed, the liability of the Ryot ought not 
to depend, as Mr. Beaufort suggests, upon the Planter being able to show 
that the Ryot had rgeeived corresponding benefits some other way, sup- 
posing tliere to be a legal consideration to support the agreement as an 
advance however small will be, and supposing the terms not to be so 
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one-sided as to lead to the inference of fraud or intimidation (in which 
case the complaint will be dismissed under Section 2,) tlic case must turn 
upon tlie same question as the other cases 1, 2, and 3, vh. whetlier there 
was an advance upon the agreement for the present season. If the 
advance was general, or was by an express agreement made applicable 
to the present season, the Magistrate would liave jurisdiction in the 
case. Whereas if the advance was made subsequently to the agreement 
and was specially limited to the agreement to cultivate for the first year, 
or any year before tlie present one he would not have sucli jurisdiction. 

I quite concur in the remarks made in Mr. Iferschers letter of the 
13th instant, paragraphs G to 10, upon this part of Mr. Beaufort’s 
letter parn graph 3. 

Gasii: 6 . — An advance is proved to have been made in cash specially 
for the cultivation of a former season. 

The Planter makes no fresh advance for the present season but makes 
a reini.'jbion of an old debt, or an allowance of rents in accounts in lieu 
of a cash advance to the present season. 

Assam ing the })ast advance not to be applicable to the present season 
the subsequent remis&ion, allowance in accounts or set off will not con- 
stitute a cash advance so as to give jurisdiction under the Act. 

4. With rcs])ect to ]\Ir. Ilerschel’s Memorandum, I think that 


•(1 ) “I ln)M that tho terms of the law admit of a Ma- hlS first^aragraph 

gistrate’s takmf' up a case under the Indij^t) Ihll, no matter n/iwi , f * .*• 

in what year the ea'ih adiancc was made, proMded tho v V ^ne restriCUonas tO 
ngroemeiii included tho pro.ont .ousoii » agreement being 

for a specified and limited number of years is too strict and should 
be omitted. And that in paragrapli 2, after tho words a Ryot 
having received cash advance lust 3 >^ear without having fixed any 
term to the continuance of the contract” the words “ or ex- 


lOi.) I hold that a Ryot having received cash advance 
last }car without having fixed any term to the continuance 
of the contract [or ejcpres'»ly or imphedly agreed with refer- 
ence to sueh advance to cultivate this year,^ cannot be order- 
ed to sow this; year unices by tl»o receipt of a second cash 
advance this season he has coufinned and continued the 
contract. 

t(3.) I am also of opinion that it will apply to cases in 
which [the evidence ehows the agreement was intended to ex- 
tend to the present season^ thoagli^ no term is specitied whore 
there may have originally been a cosh advance*, not paid off 
and where the Ryots may have by any act admitted that the 
agreement is still in force even though no fresh cu.'h 
advance ma} have been made to him this season. 


press ly or impliedly 
agreed with refel’ence 
to such advance to cul- 
tivate this year” t(2) 
should be inserted. 

In Mr. Molony’s 
Memorandum, para- 
graph 2, I think that 
after the words % (3) 
50 
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I am also of opinion that it will apply to cases in which the 
words the evidence shews the agreement was intended to extend 
to tlie present season thoiigii no term is specified’^ sliould be inserted. 

5. I quite agree with Mr. Beaufort in his remarks in paragraphs 2 
and 4 of his letter, upon tlio second point touched in Mr. Herschel’s 
and Mr. Molony’s Memorandums. 

6. In tlie second illustration given in Mr. Grotc’s proposed Circular,* 

I do not think that the 

* (Vj) In anotlior cftse tlje plaintiff fjlos an agreemont .. • ^ 

Tvliiclic ontains no .spocitic tcim and lea\e-* the tpicslion question raised SllOUld 
donl)tlnl its l<* wIiotluT it ^vus intended to bind tlie K^ot Uq cmi/l povoinl 

be\ ond the year lu wliieh It \\ as «‘utered into and in \\ Inch , . . ^ 

the fnUsinee Mas made, Oefendant admits that he rceeived tllO jurisdiction of tllC 

advance on it, and that lie is in balaiiee to the factory, • W'' T i • i 

but (ionics that it binds him for this year. fThe cpiestiou bpCCial Ooui’t. I tlllJlK 

CouVt‘.j‘"‘''' that ill sncli a case the 

questioiq being doubt- 
ful, would be fully within the jurisdiction of the Magistrate, and would 
bo the question which the IMngistrate ought to try. If satisfied on the 
wdiole evidence that the llyot is right in suiiiig that he never agreed to 
be bound beyond the yeai, the Magistrate will of course dismiss the 
case. But ii* satisfied that the agreement, though verbal, did extend to 
the present year, the Magistrate should decide the case according to the 
nature of the evidence, ui)on the same princi})le3 as Cases 1, 2 and 3. 

To the Commissioner of Jtajshaliyc, — (No. To llie Commissioner of Nuddea, — (No. 

1883. dated the 2ord Ajiril 18G0.) 188-1, dated the *J3rd April 18G0,) 

Sir, Sir, 

I AM directed by tlio Lieu- With reference to your let- 

tenant-Goveruor to forward to you ter No. 98Ct,, dated the 16th iiis- 
for distribution, &c. tant, the original enclosures of 

which are licrewith returned, I 
am directed by theLieiitonant-(TO» 
vernor to forward to you for distribution amongst the Officers of 
your Division empowered to carry out the provisions of the Act to 
enforce the fullilmcut of Indigo contracts, twenty^five copies of an 
opinion by the Advocate General, on certain points connected with the 
working of that Law. 

I have, &e., 

A. R. Young, 

Secy, to the Govt, of Beriyal 
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Vrom A, FoiiBEs, Eskj., Officiating Secretary to the Tinligo I'lanfers* Association, 
to the Secretary to tho Government of Bengal, “-(l\ Old Post Office Street, 
March 1800.) 

Slu, 

A KEPORT has appcarod in the EtujVshman of this morn- 
ing that the ITon’ble Mr. Ashley Kden is iibont to he rc-ap])(>inle(] Ma- 
gistrate of Baraset, and anotlvn* report is in circulation that that gentleman 
is about to he posted to iMoorshedahad. 

2. The ilyots of both these Districts have manifested a very had spirit 
with regard to Indigo cultivation, ^vhich prevails largely tluu’e. 

3. It is helievod that the Government of l)engal is doing its utmost 
to supju'oss the agitation in these Districts, and I have tiic honor to ob- 
serve tJiat, in the ojnnion of the Central C-ommiltec of the As.s(K*Ialion, 
the a])|x)lntmcnt of j\lr. Kden to any Indigo District will he attended 
with the worst consequences, as that gentleman has identified himself in 
every way, both publicly and privately, with opj)osition to lUdigo culti- 
vation. 


From A. B. Young, Esq., Secretary to tho Goverinnont of Bengal, to the Officiating 
Secretary to the Indigo Piaulcrs’ Associuliou,— (No. 11 lo, dated 23rd 
March 18C0.) 

Sir, 

1 am directed hy the Lieutenant Governor to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 22nd instant, liringing to 
notice two contradictory reports regarding the a])poiutment of Mr. Kden. 

In reply, I am desired to state for tlic informathm of llic Association 
that it so happens that before the receipt of your letter jMr. Kden had 
been appointed to (Aittack and another gentleman to ]\Ioors}iedabad. 
This makes it unnecessary to say more in rcjjly to your communication 
than that the Lieutenant Governor is bound to allirm that to whatever 
office Mr. Eden might be appointed, the ideutenant Govenior does not 
entertain a doubt that Mr. Eden would act with perfect fairness between 
all men and all classes. 
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Petition from the inhabitauts in the Districts of Nuddea and Jossorc, to the 
Hon’ble J. r. Gbant, Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. 

The humble petition of the undersigned Ejots 
of sundry villages herein below-named in 
the districts of Nuddea and Jessore. 

Bespectfully showeth, 


That your petitioners being sorely 
oppressed by the proceedings of Mr. George Mcares and sundry other 
persons, carrying on the manufacture of Indigo in the above-named Dis- 
tricts, respectfully appeal to your Honor for protection. 

2. That your petitioners finding the cultivation of Indigo plant very 
unprofitable, in fact ruinously unprofitable to them, have refused to 
enter into contracts to cultivate the plant, and therefore the manufacturers 
have in various ways proceeded to oppress them with a view to force 
them to enter into such contracts. 

3. That your petitioners having petitioned the ^omt Magistrate of 
Zillah Jessore, Mr. Skinner, the latter functionary told them that they 
must sow Indigo seed, and in order to coerce them into a compliance 
with his orders, ordered forty-nine of their fellow villagers into confine- 
ment for short periods on the pretence that they had been guilty of 
contempt of Court. 

4. That these proceedings of the Joint Magistrate of Jessore have 
thrown your petitioners into consternation, and they know not how to avail 
themselves of the benefit of your Honor’s late Proclamation when they 
find the district Authorities so openly inclined to set its provisions at 
naught. 

5. That the Joint Magistrate is a frequent visitor at the factories of 
Mr. George Mear^, and issues many of his orders from there. 

6. That Mr. George Meaxes has thus opportunities to operate upon the 
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convictions of the Magistrate in a manner prejudicial to the interests of 
justice and prejudicial to your petitioners. 

7* That IMr. George Meares has, as your petitioners understand, 
advanced sundry charges against them in a letter or report addressed to 
your Honor. These charges, your petitioners beg leave distinctly to 
vstate, are utterly groundless; your petitioners have not been guilty of any 
the slightest breach of the peace, their sole aim being to avoid being 
made to enter into contracts which are likely to prove heavy losses to 
them. 

8. Wherefore your petitioners pray that your Honor will be pleased 
to warn Mr. Skinner against acting otherwise than in the spirit of your 
Honor’s Proclamation, and generally in a fair and impartial spirit. 

And your j)etitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 


No. 1289. 

EHract from ihe Procreduiys of the Lieutenant- Governor of Bengal in 
the Judicial Department, under date the 28th of March 18G0. 

Read a petition from IIshrufT Mundul, Mochec Mundul, Obedul 
Mundul and others, Ryots of certain \illages in t lie districts of Nuddea 
and Jessore, comj)laiiilng against the proceedings of Mr. George Mears 
and other persons engaged in the cultivation and manufacture of Indigo. 

The petitioners represent that having refused, on account of the un- 
profitableness of the business, to enter into contracts to cultivate Indigo, 
they have been in various ways oppressed by Mr. Meares and other 
Indigo Planters with a view to force them to enter into such contracts 
against their will; and that having laid their grievances before the 
Officiating Joint Magistrate of Jessore, Mr. C. B. Skinner, tliey have 
not only failed to obtain any redress from that Officer, but that they 
have been told by him “that they must sow Indigo,” and that forty- 
nine of their fellow villagers have been imprisoned by him, for the 
ostensible offence of contempt of Court, but really in order to coerce 
them into compliance with the orders passed by him in favor of the 
Planters. They assert also that between the Officiating Joint Magistrate 
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and Mr. Mear« a degree of intiinacy exists which is extremely prejudi- 
cial to the interests of justice in any case in which Mr. Mearcs may be a 
party. 

Ordered, that the Petitioners be informed that if it is really true that 
any one has oj)presscd them wdth a view to force them to enter into 
contracts, they have only to complain to the Magistrate, bringing for- 
ward evidence in support of their allegations, or to file actions against 
the Avrong-doer in the Moonslff’s Court, or simultaneously to adopt 
both courses. Jhit that if they commit any riot, or breach of the 
peace, they will sur(dy be punished. 

As regards the injustice Avhich the Petitioners have imputed to the 
Officiating Joint Magistrate in dealing Avith their case, they are informed 
that Mr. Sklnnei has been called upon to submit a report upon the 
subject for the Lieutenant-Covenior s consideration. 


From A. F. Younu, Fsq., Secretary lo Iho Government cfBengal, to the Cemmis- 
sioner of jNudde{i,—(Nu. 1290, dated the 28lh March 18G0.) 


Siu, 


I AM directed to fovAvard to you the accompanying copy of a 
petition presented by Usliniff Muudul and oth(‘r l^yots of c<irtain 
villages in the District of Xuddea andJessore, complaining of the oppres- 
sion practised up(m them by Mr. Mears and other Indigo Planters, and 
against the proceedings of Mr. C. B. Skinner, the Officiating Joint Ma- 
gistrate of Jessore. 

2. The Petitioners have been informed, that if it is really true that 
any bne has oppressed them with a view to force them to enter into 
contracts, they have only to complain to the Magistrate, bringing 
forward evidence in support of their allegations, or to file actions 
against the wrong-doer in the MooiisilFs Court, or simultaneously to 
adopt both courses. And they have at the same time been warned that 
if they commit any riot, or breach of the peace, they will surely be 
punished. 

3. The Lieutenant Governor desires that you will direct the Magis- 
trate to take all possible pains to impress the same thing on these 
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Petitioners, and on all otlier Ryots who may make general complaints of 
oppression in order to induce them to contract to grow Indigo. 

4. It is heyond all necessary to be extremely caret’nl in the execu- 
tion of the new Law, and in all proceedings connecU'd with Indigo culti- 
vation not to confound Ryots wlio have not contracted aiid taken cash 
advances for the current season with those who have ; and when the 
question of fact is raised, to spare no pains, in the truest spirit of equity 
between both parties, to get at the real trutli. You are desired studi- 
ously to impress this pilneiple on all the Magistrates subordinate to you. 

5. Witli reference to the Petitioners’ complaints against the Oilieiat- 
ing Joint Magistrate of dessore, you will be so good as to call upon 
Mr. Skinner to submit, tliiougli you, an explanation oi tlie matter 
alleged regarding him. 

No. 1291. 

Copy of paras. 2 to 4, forwarded to the Commissioner of Rajshahyefor 
his information. 


From A. ClnoTit:, Esq., Commissioner of the Niuldc.i Hivision, (o the Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal, Fort Wilbam.-- (No. 91i(’t , dated Allipore, the 
14th April 18G0 ) 


On receiving your letter, No. 1290, dated 28th Ultimo, with 
enclosuic. I issued the annexed orders to the 

No. 5, dated 20th Ultnno, xt i i t i 

Magistrates ot iNuddea, Jessore, and Barraset, 
and called for the explanation required from Mr. Skinner. 

2. Tliis explanation* I now beg to lay before Ilis Honor tlie Lieute- 
nant (foveriior, together with copy of Mr. Mo- 

* 1q original. * , , 

lony’s letter forwarding it. The case of tlie 
49 men alluded to in the petition us having been imprisoned by Mr, 
Skinner is, as I suspected wdien I read the passage, that of rescue re- 
ported to Government on the 23rd Ultimo. 


* In original. 
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From A. Gbotk Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Magistrates of 
Josaore, Nuddea, and Barrasefc, — (No. 5, Circular, dated Alii pore, the 29 th 
March 1860.) 

Sin, 


Tjik following extract from Government Order No. 1290, dated 
28th instant, on a petition presented to the Lieutenant Governor by 
AchriifMandul and others, Ryots of certain villages in Nuddea and Jessore 
are appended for your guidance. The purport of the petition was to 
complain generally of tho oppressions practiced on the Petitioners by Mr. 
Mears and other Planters and of the proceedings of Mr. Skiiiuer, Paras. 
2, 3 and 4. 

2. You are requested further to warn villagers that clamorous 
and disorderly gatherings under the pretext fo petitioning will not be al- 
lowed. Everytliing which they may have to urge wdll be patiently listened 
to, but they will be likely to urge far more efl’ectually by entrusting their 
petition to a few, than by presenting it in a crowd. 

3rd. Mr. Skinner is required by His Honor the Lieutenant Gover- 
nor to furnish an explanation of liis proceed- 
To Jessoro only. , i i r. - • . i i • 

ings complained of in the petition which is 

herewith forwarded to you for communication to that Gentleman. 


From E. W. Moloney, Esq. Officiating Magistrate of Jessore, to tho Commissioner 
of Circuit Nuddea Division, Kiahuaghur, —(No. 90, dated Camp Mauickdee, 
the 3rd April 180U.) 

SlU, 


With reference to your letter No. 5, dated the 29th ultimo, 
forwarding a petition from certain Ryots and calling for an explanation 
of Mr. Skinner’s conduct complained of, I have the honor to forward 
Mr. Skinner’s explanation. The falsity of the allegations in the 7th 
para, tliat they are not under contracts to sow Indigo is apparent ; many of 
the villagers having since acknowledged their contracts and their willing- 
ness to sow alleging as a reason of their previous denials the intimidation 
of villagers combined to suppress Indigo cultivation and claiming Police 
protection from the above villagers to enable them to carry out their 
engagements. The course adopted by Mr. Skinner to suppress the riot- 
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ous spirit that was {raining ground lias been perfectly successful, and tlio 
people in this neighbourhood and indeed all along the Jossore border I 
think understand the necessity of urging any complaints they may have 
in an orderly and regular manner. 


From C. B. Skinnkb, Esc^., Joint Magistrate of Jessorc, to the Offi i 

ciating Magistrate of Jessore,— (No. 69, dated Camp Manickdee, the 3rd 
April, i860.) 

SlK, 


I ifAVic tlie honor to furnish the following explanation as called 
for in Oovernmont letter No. 1290, dated the 28th ultimo, on petition 
of Asrulf’ Moudul and others. • 

l.s7. Petitioners’ abodes are not specified I cannot therefore state 
tlieir iiulividiial grievances as set forth in clauses 1 and 2 ; uor are tlie 
names known to me. 

Clause 3 is false. The 49 men referred to are those, the attempt to 
i*c‘lcase wlioin lias been reported officially. I did not pass sentence on 
any, but made ov^r the case (viz. of intent to break the peace) to Afr. 
Molony, JMaoistrate of Jessore for decision. I Jiave not attemjited in any 
way to intimidate any )>crsons into sowing Jndigo, 1 have not acted contrary 
to the jirovi.sions of the Notification referred to in paras. 4 and 8, which 
was a fac simile of my own address to the Ryots delivered previously 
to its receipt. All my proceedings have been duly reported to the Com- 
missioner. 

I have not issued a single order from any place save my tent and Baloo- 
pole thannah since I came out to these parts, Tlie imputations cast on 
me in clauses 5 and 6, are false and without foundation. 

Clause 7 does not concern me. 


From A. R. Young, Eso.* Hocrctary to tlio Government of Bengal, to tke (Jommis 
sioncr of Nuddea, — (No. 1820, dated the 19th Ajiril 1800 ) 


Sir, 


I AM dirocted to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 
94, dated the 14th Instant, submitting an explanation from Mr. C. B. 

51 
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Skinner, Officiating Joint Magistrate of Jessore, in regard to the allega- 
tions contained in a Petition from the inhabitants of certain villages in 
Jessore, that Mr. Skinner when apjdied to did not afford them redress 
from the oppressions of the Indigo Planters and that he used coercive 
measures to force them to sow Indigo. 

In reply I am desired to state that the Lieutenant-Governor con- 
siders Mr. Skinner’s explanation to be quite satisfactory. 


No. xxiir 


From A. (}noTE, Ksq * Commiflsioner of the Nuddea Division, to tbe Socrofcaiy to 
tlio OovorniiK'iit of Bengal, Fort William, — (No. 14, dattnl RisKnaglutt, the 
illst March IsGO.) 

STn> 

The enclosed original petition from Mr. J. White, of Bans* 
bariali lias drawn my attention to the several letters signed L. W. Hutch* 
inson, in tlie accompanying issues of the Bengal HarJearn. 

2. Mr. Hutchinson is MoonsHtof Hanskhalce, and in that capacity 
has to decide on (questions at issue between tbc Planters and their RyotSv 
There is not apparently anything in these letters which is objectionable 
or unreasonable, but it is unbecoming for the bench to enter into contro* 
versy in the public papoi’s, and 1 recommend that Mi\ Hutchinson be 
transferred to another cliowkee. 

3. IMr. W hite, it scorns^ complained some time ago to the Judge that 
the Moonsiff was advising the Ryots and interfering with the working of 
his factory, but he was not, on being called on for proof, able to adduce 
any sufficiently specific. The letters to the papers since puhlislied show 
at all events that tlie Moonsiff has strong opinions on the Indigo 
question. 


From Mil. John Wkite, of Bansbariah, to A. Gboti?, Commissioner of 
Nuddea &c.,— (Kislmaghur, dated the 3lst March 1860.) 

Sin, 

1 HAVE the honor to bring to your notice with regret the t^ery 
reprehensible manner in which Mr. Hutchinson, the Moonsiff of Hanskhally 
is conducting himself towards ray Hanskhally Factory, by continually 
instigating and backing the Ryots of Govindahpore (a village in the 
immediate neighbourhood of my Hanskhally Factory) to rebel against 
the factory : this he has most successfully done, the Ryots being in 
open insurrection, assaulting any of my factory servants who approach 
the village. I can only attribute this feeling of animosity to my 
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liiivitig vet used Mr. llutcliinson permission to live in my house at 
llanskluilly, on more than one occasion, after which he applied to my 
son, who was occupying the liouse there, and was also politely refused 
by him. 

Mr. Hutchinson commenced the erection of a cutcherry in the 
midst of the Hanskhally Bazaar, when the l\lahajans in a body protested 
and begged my son to try and have the site removed to near the thannah, 
and on my son’s application to Mr. Skinner, the »Judge, an order wa> 
obtained to this effect. Ever since the circumstances above mentioned, 
Mr Hutchinson has invariably shown the greatest animosity to my son 
and towards tlie Hanskhally Factory, by encouraging the Ryots ot 
Govindahporc to oppose my factory servants in collecting my rents 
and in sowing Indigo. 

I had occasion to discharge the Gomashta of my Hanskhally Lactory 
for misc<niduct. Mr. Hutchinson took this man into his conridencc, 
and ill conjunction with him tampered with the Ryots to induce them 
to oppose the factory. 

Mr. lJutclilnson is now living in this fiomashta’s house, which is 
just outside tlie factory compound. 

In further proof of Mr. Hutchinson s hostility to Indigo Planters in 
general, I have the honor to produce six numbers of the Bengal 
Ilurkam newspaper, in which he expresses his opinion openly as 
opposed to Indigo Planters, thus rendering himself unfit to judge impar- 
tially between them and the Ryots. Under these circumstances, I trust 
you will see the justice of removing Mr. Hutchinson from the neighbour- 
hood of Hanskhally. 


From A. II. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Commis- 
sioner of Nuddea,— (No. 1635, dated 5th April 1860.) 


SiK, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 
14, dated the 31st ultimo, with enclosures, bringing to notice a com- 
plaint of Mr. White, of Bansbarriah, against Mr. Hutchinson, the Moon- 
siff of Hanskhalee, and recommending the transfer of the latter to some 
other station, on the ground that being a judicial Officer it was unbe- 
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coming on his part to have entered into a controversy in the newspapert 
on tlie Indigo question. 

There is nothing objectionable, as yon justly remark, in die jinblislied 
writings of Mr. Ilutcliinson, for wliich it is pro]>osed to transb'r him to 
some other Moonsillsliip ; and at the jirosent time it is necessary to be 
very careful in avoi<Ung all measures wliich would tend unneci'^ourily to 
give any color of partizansliip, on either sid(‘, to the proceedings of 
(iovernmeni in relation to tli(‘ Indigo question. 

Mr. f John Wliiio, at who.se instance you move tlie (ioveniment to 
transfer Mr. llutehinsoii, is, the Liculeiuint-^Jovcruor believes, the owner 
of the factory wliich, under the management of IMr. White, junior, has 
been Immght more than onee latidy uiifavorably to the notice of (Jo- 
venimeiit and of the District Criminal (hnirt. Mr. John White com- 
mences his present apjdicatioii by charging Mr. Hutchinson with miscon- 
duct, and it seems that he had made the same charge biTore, Init was 
able to bring no evidence* in support of it. As he has no more evidence 
now, and as tlierc kSOcius no reason to suspect ^Vlr. lliitcliiusoii of any 
misconduct, whilst there is strong ground to be dissatlslical with the latt* 
management of the factory, the Ideuteuani-Goveriior cannot consent, t)ii 
this complaint, to transfer Mr. I luichinson. 

But you may convey in an informal manner to Mr. JIulcIiinson the 
Tneutenant Governor’s adviei* not to write any more in the new.sjiapors on 
the Indigo question whilst he remains in the o/Ilee of Moonsifl* of 
llanskhalee ; as his doing so, in the present excited state of feeling on 
that subject, may give an opportunity to tliose who take a view of that 
(Question opposite to his, with more or less of jdausibility, to impute to 
him prejudices likely to warp his judgment, in a certain class ot cases 
that may come judicially befnn* him. 
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From Lord 11. U. Browne, TTiidcr Scerclary to tlio Gorernment of Bengal, to 
the Commissioner of Nuddon,— (No. 8il, dated the Cth March I860.) 

Stu, 

I AM directed by the Licutcnant-Govonior to call your atten- 
tion to a letter in the Emjlishmin ne\vs 2 >aper of tlie 27th idtimo, signed 
“Walter Ken Waller, Surgeon E. B. Railway,” bringing to notice cer- 
tain violent proceedings in the Nuddea District, and to state that as the 
writer alleges certain occurrences to liave taken place, his evidence 
should be taken, and such subsequent proceedings instituted as may he 
necessary in the case, unless the matters referred to by the writer have 
been previously taken vrp by the Magistrate. 

To the Editor of the EiKjliehmnn, 

Srii, 

Without entering into the qucstion.s at issue between the 
Nuddea Indigo riantcrs and their Ryots, so diligently fomented by a 
])()Vtion of the (hdcutta weekly press, I think it a duty, and that I may 
serve the public cause, by informing you of some recent occun-cnces, the 
('vident consequence of the acts of those persons who sec in every 
I’lantcr a demon and in every Ryot an angel. 

1 have been five months in this District, and have had ample opportu- 
nity of fonning opinions as to the truth of such ideas, and need scarce- 
ly say I differ widely with the originators of them. 

You are aware how the disinclination on the part of the Ryots to 
sow Indigo has spread throughout this District — a refusal disastrous 
probably in its effects, but to which per se small objection can be taken, 
if we allow others the same freedom of thought and action we claim 
for oqrselvos. But passive resistance to tlie fulfilment of contracts ap- 
pears to have ceased, and the following instances will show the animus 
now commencing to pervade this part of the country. 

The Police are much to blame, as the following wUl show : — 

On the morning of Sunday last, the 19th instant, the Darogah of 
^with several Burkundauzes, and from 60 to 70 lattials and spear- 
men, from Jorumpore village, proceeded to the adjoining village and 
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tactoiy oi Chuadporo, with tlio ostensible intention of seai‘eliin*» for 
armed men in the factory employ. None were found; but that the 
visit might not be prolitless, two poor men engagi'd at the time in 
gathering date-juice were beaten severely, one of them being also 
wounded in the calf by a spear ; a third man, chowkeedar of an adja(‘ent 
village, was also assaulted, and the three were then induced by threats 
or bribes to prefer complaintb against the servants of the Chandpor(' 
Factory as having attacked and ill-treated tlicni, although, as I have said, 
the assault was committed on thorn all by the Darogali’s owm party, and 
probably under his own eye. This Darogali is a notorious drunkard, 
as I could easily ju’ove to you, were not proceedings alr(‘atly eommenced 
against him in another (piaiter. 

Again, this morning, news has been ri*(*eivcd that the bungalow at 
Kliajoorah Factory, (three miles from Chandpore,) together with the 
chowkeedar s house, had ])een partially destroyed by an ineendiary lire. 
The two buildings being at least a quarter of a mile a})art, it is not likely 
that both sliould have ignited spontaneously or ucchhmtally. Kliajoorah 
bungalow is not inhabited except on occasions of business and dui ing 
the manufacturing season, and so no risk of loss of life was ineurreff^; but 
if matters do not improve we may expect those factories wliicli are in- 
habited to become the objects of attack, a jmospect of anylhing but a 
pleasing character, and one which probalily tiic Ryot’s sol illsani friends 
and unsolicited counsellor^ had not anlicipatc'd.^ 

If Government w'ould give the Planters fair play, instead of eondenm- 
ing them on c.r i)avfe statements, if they w'ould but disclaim the tliligontlv 
circulated rumour that they intend to discourage the growth of Indigo, 
if they would re-]daee the present tedious pnn'css for non-fulfilment ol 
contract in a Civil Court by a cheap summary process in a Magistrate’s, if 
they would but assist in showing that tin) interests of Planters and Ityots 
are not antagonistic, we might look forward to a future less gloomy than 
that which I, for my jiart, fear is ajiproacliing, to both parties, concerned. 


KlSlINAUHUU DlSTUlCT, 
February 23n/ 18()0. 


} 


I am, Sir, faithfully yours, 

Walter Ken Waller, 
Suryeov, Fa^fern Bejujal Railway, 


From A. Geote Esq., Commissioner of tho Kuddea Division, to the Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal, (No. 8 1 Cl. dated Allipore, 22ud March 1860.) 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter No. 821, dated'^the (Ith in.stant, draw- 
ing my attention to a letter in the Englishman newspaper of the 
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27th ultimo, signc<l Walter Ken Waller, I beg to submit herewith copy 
of a letter from the Ofliciating MagivStrate of Nuddca, No. 83, dated the 
Khh Instant, bearing on tlie subject. 


hVoin W. J. IIkrschkl, Esq., Magistrate of Nuddea, to the Commissioner of 
Circuit, Nuddea Division, (No. 83. dated Ki^lnJagllur, 13th March 1660.) 

SlK, 

In reply to your Memo. No. DOCt. dated the 9th instant, 1 
have tlie honour to state that all tlie allegations mcuitioned by Dj*. 
Waller, in the Englishnwi newspa])er, are under investigation. 

The charge of drunkenness against the Darogah (alluded to also in 
Mr. JMeaes’ letter to Government) has been disj)osed of. The Darogah 
has been acquitted of the charge, which appears to have originated in 
the natural roughness of his manner. 

I may mention that the stories current of two factories having been 
burnt by the Kyots in this district arc hall lalsc and partly exagger- 
ated. 

The Avounding case is under inquiry l)y Mr. Macleaii, and the Kha- 
ioora’s arson case also. Immediately on the facts being ascertained, you 
shall be informed of them. 

P. S. — Signed in lOth Marcli. To-morrow’s Avcekly rc'port 

will contain fuller particulars. The Khajoora case is f)j)en to doubts. 
The fact is that the thatclied verandah of a small out-factory at Khajoo- 
ra has been burnt down ; tlie door-posts have also been destroyed by 
the {lames, and a chair and some of the furniture injured. Mr. Maclean 
reports against its having been an act of incendiarism, but my own 
opinion inclines the other Avay. There is absolutely no direct evidence, 
and the factory pcoY)le liave taken no steps AvliatcA er in the matter. 


From^^A. Grote, Esq., Commisaioner of the Nuddea I)ivi8ion, to the Secretary 
to the Govcrnmciit of Bengal,— (No. 6*2Gt., dated the Gtli JMarch 1860.) 

Sill, 

In case his Honor the Lieutenant-Governor may liave been 
led, by the statements lately made in the iieAvspapers, to appreliend that 
serious disturbances may be expected in the Nuddea District, I beg to 
lay before him, in o#gmal, the first of a series of Weekly Reports 
AA^hich I have for the present called for from the Magistrate. 



( 405 ) 


2. At my suggestion, Mr. Ilerschel has gone to Gol)i‘V(hingali, and 1 
intend in a day or two to proceed to the Gyeghatkih ])iik lhaigiilow to 
have an interview wdth him. Meanwhile, 1 have instructed him to the 
pur 2 )ort of the enclosed letter, on the receipt of a very urgent up])cal 
from Mr. Meares of the Lokenathpore Concern. As tiie latter com- 
plained of the conduct of the Joyrampore Ryots, who had petitioned 
Government, and described them a.s misleading and iiistlgating other 
villagers who had already taken their a<ivanccs, I thought it right to 
draw the Magistrate’s attention to his Honor’s orders on the petition in 
question, received only yesterday, and more especially to that passage in 
it wdiich should correct the erroneous impression said to j)re\ all among 
the jjcople that Government is opposed to the cultivation of ludigo. 

i]. 1 do not mys(df a])prchend that the Ryots will generally 1x5 

aggressive ; but from all accounts there is a strong and nearly unani- 
mous indisposition on their part to sow Indigo, and this is not confined 
to those Ryots who have declined to take advances. 4’liis is of course 
a suliject of much alarm to the Rlaiiters who have advanced, and 
attempts may be made to avoid impciuling ruin or hea’iy losses liy 
sowing for themselves. Jii tliis case there may lx; some S(‘rious ahrays. 
T1 u; first fall of rain will put an end to the present state of suspimse. 

4. The return of the original enclosure is requested wdieii no longer 
rc(jiiired. 


First Weekly Report on the slate of the Indigo Districts in Nutldea, fnxu 
\V. J. IIkrschkl, Kbcj., OlUeiating Magistrate of Isiiddea, for the Week 
ending 3rd March 1800. 

1. This being the first report, 1 must revert to the date of my Inking 
charge, on the 20th February. The principal signs of excitement were 
then in the Southern Thannahs, where the Ryots and the Bengal Jjidigo 
Company were in dispute. 

2. Previous to that date, ]\Ir. Campbell, an Assistant of Uv. [.ar- 
mour’s (the Manager of the Company), liad gone on the r>th January to 
measure some fields, but was driven off by the Ryots, his Amc<m and 
Goinastah and Khalasees being taken prisoners, and subsequently rel cas- 
ed the same day. No personal injury was done to anyone. In this 
case, Ryam Chunder Pal Chowdhery, the Zemindar, is charged with the 
instigation of the attack. 
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3. On the 17th of January, Mr. Hyde, an Assistant in the same 
Concern, going to test measurements, had two clods tixrowii at him by 
the Ryots. He was not hurt. 

4. On the 3rd of February, Mr. Campbell again went to measure 
lands in another village in the same neighbourhood, and under the same 
Zemindar, where he was assaulted, knocked off his horse, and severely 
beaten by hired Lattials. In none of these cases did the Ryots make 
any complaint. 

5. On the 17th of February, Mr. Hyde, going again to measure in 
another village, was prevented by the Ryots, and his Ameen and Khala- 
see ^vGYo seized in his presence, and carried off to the Thannah, ivith a 
petition saying that Mr. Hyde had come with Lattials, who had been 
driven off by themselves with loss of the two prisoners. 

6. On the 2()th of February, the Ryots of Nowhattah, in which 
Mr. Campbell had been first resisted, sent a I..attial into the Thannah, 
as having been captured in an attempt (successfully resisted) to carry 
olf the village cattle. The witnesses to this case broke down com- 
pletely, but no counter- complaint was lodged. 

7. With these exceptions no breach of tlic peace has occurred in 
Goburdangah Thannah, but several petitions have been put in by the 
Ryots protesting tbfeir aversion to cultivate Indigo. 

8. Saursha Thannah has all along been quiet. 

9. So lias Asaroo (Bagdah) Thannah. 

10. The Santipoor Sub-Division is quiet, there being very few 
Planters in it. 

11. In Hanskally the feelings of both parties are very warm, and 
numerous petitions arc presented, but no breach of the peace worth 
mentioning has occurred since the first serious affray at Gobindpoor 
(Mr. Whit|jp Factory of Bansberiah). 

lli. In liadra I expect any moment to hear of an affray ; but the 
only tangible complaint preferred to myself has been one of kidnapping, 
so clearly resting on false witnesses that 1 had no hesitation in dropping 
the search for the missing man and dismissing the case. 

13. A complaint however was preferred in December last, to the 
eff ect that six men of the village of Sounpookheriah had been seized on 
the 26th of that month by a party of Lattials dispatched from the Hadra 
Factory. Search for them failed, and it was only bj an accident that 
they were all released on the 23i^ February. Their depositions wear 
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an appearance of truth, which the unanimous alibi pleaded by all the 
defendants supports, d'hey relate that they were' marched about to 
almost every factory in Mr. Hill’s Concern. Tliey do not, however, charge 
any one except the Lattiuls originally employed to seize, dliey say 
they never saw any one but their guards, and never saw daylight. The 
case is not absolutely free from doubt; it is however impossible but that, 
if true, it will be perfectly clear at last* 

14. About the middle of January information was given that two 
men of Pathurghattali had been carried off on the market day. They 
were searched for without clfeci, but yesterday they ap})eare(i at the 
Thannah Hadra, saying they had been released in the night. This case 
is by no means proved yet ; but as no less than live men have boon miss- 
ing from this village for some weeks, J report it, j)articularly as tlie six 
men mentioned in the [)reYious case say they met these two in conline- 
ment. At tlic same time, with these two men a third (also of Pathur- 
ghatta) appeared at the d'haniuih, and stated that he had been imprisoned 
since the 24th Agrun (early in December), and liad been released at the 
same time as the two just mentioned. No complaint had been lodged of 
this before, the pluintilf saying he had no friends to report it. This man 
also was seen by the Sounpookheriah men wliile in detention. 

15. In the end of October, Jamirat, a man of Pathurghatta, com- 
plained tliat he and two others had been carried off by the Dew'an of 
Hadra Factory (Mr. Forlong s), and that, after a few days im])rison- 
ment in di^crent factories, he escaped while being sent from one to 
another. Ills companions have not yet been found. They wxre both, 
however, seen at one of the factories where the Sounpookheriah men 
were confined. 

16. In the Damoorhoodah Sub-Division there had been no outbreak 
of excitement till the 20th, on which day a slight affray place at 
Chandpore (Mr. Chardon’s factory, in Mr. Mearcs’ Lokenathporo ‘Con- 
cern), in which a Ryot, Madarec Sheik, was wounded by a Surkee in the 
calf of the leg (a bad wound, but not dangerous). 

17. A petition has been put in by a Chowkeedar of Mr. Chardon’s 
factory to say that an attempt has been made to bum it down, but as 
this was several days ago, and no complaint was made at the Thannah, 
and no attempt has been made to prove the case, I do not altogether 
trust the compl^nt. The Darogah has made no report of it. I expect 
a report from personal investigation of Mr. Maclean in a day or two. 
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18. Very numerous petitions have been presented by the Ryots, and 
proportionately by tlie Planters in that neighbourhood : the former of 
the usual kind, objecting to take advances, and stating their apprehen- 
sions of force being used ; the latter accusing diflerent parties of insti- 
gating the Ryots. 

19. The above statements contain every actual breach of the peace 
that has occurred worth reporting during the last few months. They do 
not represent tlie heat of the feeling that exists, and I must say I think 
it rather creditable to the Police under my pi'cdeccssors that no more 
serious riot has taken place. Kldnap])ing, however, is a crime which no 
Pt)lic,e can prevent, and none but a Detective Police can punish, and in 
the latter we are certainly deficient. 

20. As to the measures adopted, besides the ordinary penal remedies, 
I may Tcj>ort that Mr. Maclean (an Officer on whom, from what 1 have 
seen, T have considerable rellaiice), has gone out to Damoorhoodah, 
where the best Darogali, Gresh Ghunder Bose, of the Kutwally, has also 
been sent, and where the Police has been reinforced from other Thaii- 
nalis, and that 1 am about to leave to-morrow myself for Goburdangah 
for a sliort visit, wlierc I will make tins changes recommended by 
yourself. 

21. These reports will he continued weekly while necessary. 


From A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary % the Government of Bengal, to^the Coininis- 
Bioner of the Kuddea Division, (No. — dated Fort William, the 17th March 
1860.) 

Sir, 

directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
G2Ct,, dated the 6tli instant, submitting the Magistrate of Nuddea's first 
Weekly Report upon tlie present disturbed state of affairs in that Dis- 
trict, and in reply to state, that the Lieutenant-Governor approves of the 
measures adopted by yourself and by the local Officers, at your sugges- 
tion, with a view to allay the prevailing excitement. 

2, Ilis Honor feels assured tJiat Mr. Herschel will spare no exertions 
to get at the truth, as to the numerous cases of complaint for false imprison- 
ment alluded to in the *12th and three following p^agraphs of his 
Report* 
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3, Tlie original enclosure of your letter is returned. Tlie letter of 
instructions to Mr. Hcrschel, referred to in your 2iid paragj apli, did not 
accompany your coininunicution under acknowledgement. 


From A. Guote, Esq., Commissioner of tholSfuddea Division, to the Secretary to 
the GoverimLent of Bengal, — (Ko. 7o Ct., dated the 12th March 1800.) 

Sir, 

In coiillnuatlon of my letter of the (Itli instant, No. 62Ct., 1 
have the honor to lay hcl’oro Ills Honor the (ieutenant-tJovernor of 
Bengal, the original second Weekly Deport on the stale of the Indigo 
Districts in Zillah Nuddea, and to request the favor of your returning 
the same wlicn no longer recpiired. 

I have been for tAVO days Avitli Mr. ITenschel, who is noAV going to 
Damoorhoodah. His transfer of some of the Darogahs has been 
judicious. As lie has personally opened the Bongong Sul)- Division, f 
have approved of his retaining charge of it until relieved; and should 
(Jovernment see no objection to tho measure, F propose that Mr. 
]\IcNeil be temporarily appointed to it. It is of importance that a good 
Ollicer stays here for the next few Avoeks. 


Second Weekly Eoport on the state of tlie Indigo Districts in Kuddea, front 
W. J. IIeiisciiel, Esu., Oliiciating Magistrate of Nuddea, for the Weekending 
10th March 1800. 

No breaches of the peace have occurred up to date in the South of the 
District, nor up to Friday evening in the North. Mr. Maclean reports 
from Damoorhoodah that the excitement is no less, though|fboth parties 
are more cautious for liis presence. lie docs not anticipate anything like 
a show of violence on the part of the Ryots on their own motion ; and, 
as the Planters seem sensible of the danger of provoking it, 1 am in hopes 
that peace at all events will be preserved. 

The Ryots, however, in that District seem determined not to sow Indigo 
in several villages, the old impression that Government wishes to stop 
Planting being still prevalent. 

I have been myself to the Bongong Sub-Division to ascertain the 
temper of the Ryots in the South of the Zillah, 



( 410 ) 


Jn Mj-. Larniour ts own estates (where he holds Zemindaree rights) 
the Kyots are prepared to sow as usual, but they are not to be cunsider- 
gid as reliable in tliis respe(‘t. The open determination of their fcdlows 
on the estates neighbouring Zemindars, to wdiom Mr. harmour has 
made advances, to refuse all further connection with the factory, has 
liad an cfii'ct on them which may still induce them to break their con- 
tracts. At })rc‘sent, liowevor, cultivation is going on cpiietly. It is on 
the estates of Native Zemindars that the llyots are showing the worst 
signs, particularly on tluit of Syam Chunder (diowdhcry. The assaults 
on J\lr. Larmours Assistants (Messrs, ('ampbell and Hyde,) reported 
List week as liaving occurred some time ago, were all committed by these 
Uyr)ts, and 1 am glad to say tliat on no other estate has any personal 
violence been olfered to Kuropeans.* 

Tlic whole of these cases have been taken up, and (with one exception, 
which will come on for decision on Tuesday next) have been disposed of 
during the week, CVnivietions have been obtained in all. 

Tilt* most serious one, in wliieii Mr. (bimpbell stated that he had been 
knocked ofl' his horse, and beaten till he was insensible, has to a certain 
extent proved a mistake. Mr. Camjibell had just been measuring some 
lands, wliicli tlie Eyots assert he had no right to do. The villagers 
gathered together ; one or two men seized Ins horse’s bridlt^ ; two men frt)m 
llie crowd struck him with their lattics, one on the slioulder and tlie other 
more slightly on the back. 'I’hc horse reared and fell, and i\lr. (’amphcll 
must have been stunned by the fall. It is quite clear, froin the absence 
of all other marks, that he was not struck after he fell. 1 am bound also 
to say that the witnesses in this ease had not been properly warned before 
being produced. Mr. Ciiinpbell’s own statement of what occurred up to 
the UKunent of liis fall was temperate and reliable, and one man has been 
« convicted on it and sc'ntcneed to a year’s imprisonment. I regret much 
tiiat no more of the defendants could be punished. 

In none oT the other cases was any very serious bodily harm done, and 
tlie sentences have been in proportion. 

I mention tliis much, as the temper of the Eyots here is supposed to be 
more violent than it really is. In all these cases their object seems to have 
been to show determination enough to prevent the Planters from coming 
to the village again, but not to revenge supposed injuries. The differ- 
ence appears to me material, and its record but just. 
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On the 7th I received at Bongong the reply of the Lieutenant-Governor 
to the }*etition of the Lokenathporc Ryots. 1 jniblislied here, and for- 
warded to Air. Maclean for publication, the enclosed Perwatinah to the 
Police, with Extracts from the Order. 

I'he Extracts appeared to be all that %viis of //6'7/r^raninportance in the 
Order, and the Perwannah will, 1 hope, be found to be in accordance with 
its spirit. 

The Order has already been bcnefielal. Sonic of the villagers, who 
had hitherto hesitated to act up to their agrecmients, have now expressed 
their W’illingness to do so, and one of the hostile Zemindars has sent con- 
ciliatory orders to his Ryots. BiitonSyam (^hundt'rs estates the Ryots 
arc as firm as before. They deny indeed that thiy have taki'ii ad\ ances, 
but against this is tlic statement of Air. Larmoufs Assistant that he gave 
it to them with his own hand. This morning 1 learn that these Ryots 
interpret the Order as a prohibition to sow Indigo. 1 am not soiTy 
ibcreforc tliat I have already told lioth parti<‘S that tor furtlier interpreta- 
tions of the Law they must look to tlu^ Gourt alone. 

I have seen enough already of the ri'^ks attemding such proceedings 
as the public expression of ojiinion tlirougli iJic Alofussil Police on 
matters of private Interest in di^[>ute. Aotliing, tlun'i'l'ori*, but the grow'- 
ing strength and consequences of the jumour wLicli, ari'^^ing from hii<*Ii a 
steji, has gained ground among the Ryots as to the hostility of (loveni- 
ineiit to Indigo Planting would liavc iudue(*d me to counteract it by a 
second step, which must for a time embarrass my jiosition witli both par- 

lies still further than I found it to bo on my arrival In the Zillah by the 

first. 

But the consequences had already become important. To the Planters 
indeed they were vital, and they tlireatiMied to become serious to the pub- 
lic peace of the District on the first fall of rain, and that was already 
falling. 

Under these circumstances the Perw'annah will, I hope, m<H‘t your 
approbation and that of the Government. 


12f/« March I860. 


AV. J. irFJ?S(^IlKL, 
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P. S . — I have received, since writing the above, a note from Mr. 
Maclean, reporting a circumstance Avliich, unless I can induce the Planters 
to prove their disavowal of its origin, may, I mudi fear, complicate 
matters exceedingly in the Damooriioodah Sub-Division. A few nights 
ago, on the 7th and 8tli, tlic Village of 1 )oodhpctliley was fired, and 
twenty-eight houses w^ere bunit down. The circumstances leave little 
room for doulit that the act was one of incendiarism. From previous 
occurrences it is natural to attribute it to the agency of the Lokenathpore 
Factory. Tliis is the conclusion to wliicli the Ryots have at once come. 
Two men, of low standing indeed, attached to the factory, arc named by 
the Ryots. It is hardly credible that any Englishman can have given 
orders for such a deed, hut it is not impossible that it may have liecn com- 
mitted for the express purpose of inducing an exjdosion of feeling by 
third parti(\s. 1 have wTitten to Mr. M cares, suggesting either tlie olfer 
of. a high reward hy the Planters for the discovery of the ofi end er, or if 
possil)le, a suliserijition in favor of the suller^u-s. Unfortunately the pro- 
perty destroyed is eslhuated at 5,000 Itupccs. 

W. J. IIerscutel, 

Ojji datiuij Maijistraie, 


From A. 11 . Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Commis- 
siouer of the Nuddea Division,— (No. 1024, dated Fort William, the 19LU 
March IBOO.) 


SlU, 


I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of /our letter No. 
70Ct., dated the 12th instant, enclosing in original Mr. llerschefs 2nd 
Weehly Report on the state of the Indigo Districts in Zillah Nuddea, 
and in reply to inform yon that the Lieutenant-Governor approves of 
your proposal to appoint ]\Ir. McNeil temporarily to the charge of the 
Bongong Sub-Division, which he has been directed to join with as little 
delay as possible. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor desires to be furnished with copies of 
the orders passed on all the cases rmder trial, and which have been tried 
since Mr. Herschel took charge of the Sub-Division, connected with dis- 
putes between the servants of Indigo factories and Eyots. 
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8. The original enclosure of your letter is herewith returned re- 
quested, a copy being kept for record in this Office. 


From A. Gbotk, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal, Fort William, — (No. 7, dated Kishnaghur, the 
L>9th March I860.) 

Sir, 

"With advertance to para. 2 of your letter No. 1024, of the 
19th instant, I have the honor to forward herewith, in original, the deci-* 
eions of Mr. Herschel, Officiating Magistrate of Nuddea, in cases con- 
nected with disputes between the servants of Indigo factories and 
Kyots. 

2. I request the favor of your returning the original enclosures 
when done with. 


Prosecutor. 

G. H. Hyde. 

1 

His Witnesses. j 

1 

• 


5. Badan Shekh. 

6. Bori Mohammed. 

7. Mwmshee Shekh. 

8. Mokarim MunduL 

9. Nasim Mundul, 
10. Badan Khamar. 
13. Safardi Sirdar. 


Their Witnesses. 


Crime charged. 



Defendants. 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 
11 . 
12 . 


Moteelal Roy, 
Izhar Mundul, 
Jarif Mundul, 
Pheltu Mundul, 
Amir Mundul, 
Jarif Sirdar, 


Proceedings. 

George Hamilton Hyde, — sworn before the Officiating Magistrate of 
Nuddea, 5th March 1860. — On the morning of the 17th of February I 
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went to Poolsurra to measure certain Indigo lands. I measured there 
for some time, and then went on to Panchpotha and commenced 
measuring there. Moteelal Roy came out mounted on horseback with 
some 80 men. Tliey surrounded me. ^ Four or live of them caught the 
horse by the bridle, and Moteelal coming up made a blow at me with his 
stick. It struck the horse on the back, and at the same time I gave the 
horse the spurs, and the others were shaken off, and 1 got off to Gy e- 
ghatta. As 1 went I was pelted by clods, one of which broke in my 
solah hat, (hat produced, broken on the rim ;) I was hit in several places 
on the body, and my liorse also, and I was obliged to ride hard for the 
factory. I have not dared to leave it since ; I mean, not to visit the 
fields. I have been obliged to keep to the roads. The Amcen and 
the Kalashee were seized and taken to the Fliaree at Belta. I rode in 
to Kishnaghur next morning to complain to the Magistrate, and was instme- 
to put in my petition to the Darogali as the case was being investigated 
by him. 

Questmied hy the Court, — Did any but the two men, your Amcen and 
Khalashce, accom 2 )aiiy you ? 

One more, tlie thikka Khalaslioe. We were only four men altogether ; 
I positively swear this. 

Whose fields are those on which you went to measure ? 

The fields belonged to the Ryots of Panchpotha ; I don’t know to which 
one in particular. 

Then wliat did you go to do, not knowing whose field it was ? 

We make advances to the Ryots of a particular village to sow Indigo. 

The Amcen and his Khalashccs go to the village after the advances are 
over, and with the Ryot measure the land for which he has taken advance. 
I aftef^irards test the measurements to see that the factory is fairly Seated 
as well as the Ryot. These lands had been advanced for and measured 
with'the Ryots’ coiivscnt before 1 went. I took out the J arif Chitta with me, 
which is a note-book compiled by the Ameen, showing the name of the 
Kyot and the extent of land which he has engaged to cultivate. 

Had you picked out any particular field for measurement in this case ? 

No ; the assult was made before I had time to do it. 

Could you recognize any one of the defendants ? 

I could recognize Moteelal Roy, but no others. 

Do you charge any others ? 

No, 1 don’t know them nor their names. The Darogahf in his inquiryt 
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has found the riot proved against 6 or 7 men, whose names I don’t know* 
but I wish to prosecute them as well. 

Bori Mohammed. — Defendant, present, asks no specific question. 

Nasimooddeen . — ^The same. ^ 

Moharim. — Asks what mischief he has done to the Saheb for which he 
is charged. It is explained him that he is charged as one of the riotous 
assembly which beat him and pelted him. 

Kahchand Shekh Wit — As above recognizes 3, Safarid Sirdar. 13, 
12, 2, first seized the bridle, and 1, a servant of Syam Chunder Pal 
came up on horseback, and taking a hittee from a lattial, &c. 

Questioned by dcfendantil/bl’anm. — Does not know whether Safarid, 
Jarif Sirdar, Izhar Mundiil and Jarlf Miindul were in Kishnaghur or not 
that day ; knows they Avere at the Saheb’s horse’s head that day. 

Dabnath Bose. — ‘As above ; recognizes 1, 3, 2, 12, 13, as seizing the 
bridle. Besides as concerned in the row generally, 9, 10, 5, 7. 

Sadlioo Khalashee — 1 2, 12, 13, 3, seized the bridle. Besides these 
11, 8, 2, 3, 13, 12. 

6tA March.-^George Jfgde^f re-examined. — ^Recognizes Motcelal, pre- 
sent, distinctly, and believes he recognizes Izhar, but cannot be certain. 

Dehnath Basu. — Recognizes 1, 2, 3, 12, 13 ; 1, struck at the Saheb with 
a stick and tlie others seized his bridle. 

Sadhoo, Khalashee. — Ditto ditto. 

Kalachaiid Ditto ditto ; lias known them all for a longtime. 

26tA March *1860. — Moteelal^ Defendant (6th March at Bongong) 
denies ; says he has nothing to do with Indigo. Why should he beat the 
Saheb ? Calls witnesses to prove that “ he did not beat.” 

Witnesses for Moteelal., Dcfendant.-r-In Phalgun on 5th or 6th, I went 
to buy rice at Moteelal’s house ; Soojjaddie Mundul came also. Il)ought 
the rice and went homo. Moteelal fought with no one. It is half a mile 
from there to where the Saheb had the row. 

Soojjaddie MmduL~k.% above — Leaving Motee’s house I saw a row 
going on, and saw the Saheb with some Ryots quarrelling. Saw the 
Saheb push Nasim ; the Ryots protested and seized the servants of the 
Saheb. 

Decision. — Putting the two cases together, it is abundantly clear that 
Mr. Hyde went accompanied only by 3 measuring servants# to measure 
certain lands, and was surrounded by a considerable body of Ryots, who, 
ted by Mooteelal, Defendant, drove Mr. Hyde off witlx blows of sticks 
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ftiid cloda, and seized two of the servants attending him, whom they car- 
ried off prisoners to the Thanna. The last witness's statement tends 
to show that some provocation was given for the assault by the plaintiff 
having pushed Nasim. But this statem^t is very different from that made 
by the witnesses for tlic counter-charge, and is evidently introduced only 
to throw in a doubt on the case. I consider tliat Mr. Hyde's statement is 
quite intact, and as the alibi is as usual worthless, and was not even urged 
at the time the defence was taken, I convict Motee of the crime charged, 
and considering that he was the first to strike a blow, which did not hit 
the plaintiff*; that he had, according to his own statement nothing to do 
with the dispute, and that it was in his power, and that of the mob if 
they chose to order Mr. Hyde ofl', to have done so without resorting to 
violence, 1 sentence him to three months’ imprisonment and a fine of 50 
Rupees, in default of which he will be imprisoned for three months 
more, and for each period of imprisonment he will pay a fine of 10 
Rupees, or labor in default, till the fine be paid or the sentence expire. 

W. J. Herschel, 

26^A March 1860, Magistrate. 


The remaining defendants present, Izhar Mundal, JariffMundal, Jarif 
Sirdar, Safarid Sirdar plead alibi at Kishnagurh on the day in question. 
But on referring to the petition, it appears to have been presented on the 
18th, whereas the assault took place on the 17th February. Tlicfactof 
the presentation of this petition makes me more inclined to believe the 
witnesses for the prosecution thai\ before, and I convict the defendants 
of having joined in the riotous assault on the plaintiff. 

As I find that the punishments inflicted at Bongong have had their due 
effect in preventing violence on a subsequent occasion, I will not 
punish these defendants so strictly. The seizure of the servants forms 
no part of the charge. 

They are sentenced each to a fortnight’s simple imprisonmetit. 


mh March 1860. 


W. J. Hersohel, 

Offg. Magistrate. 
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Nasimooddeen, the same ; to take effect on the conclusion of his pre- 
sent term. 

W. J. Hersciiel, 

2Qth March 1860. Offg. Magistrate, 


J. S. Campbell, a native of Scotland, being duly sworn by the Bible, 
sayeth, that — I am an Assistant in the Bengal Indigo Company, living at 
Jypoor Factory. On the 5th January 18 GO, I went to test the measure- 
ment at Noyhattah. I had measured about sixteen hands, when all the 
Ryots came out from the village of Noj^hattah with spears and lattees, 
numbering about some 200 men, and I saw a man on horseback, a red 
horse, giving orders to the lattials to take me and my Gomastah, Rogoo- 
money Mookherjeya, prisoners. The name of this man I ascertained to 
be Nobin Biswas, Gomastah of Syain Chundcr Pal Chowdry, zemindar. 
They took the Gomastah, Arneen, Blieemchand Paiilit, ilosahdy Kha- 
lasee, and Jibun Sheik, ticca Khalasce, and w^cre about to take me, only 
I succeeded to get away from them on horseback. They went in near 
cul to intercept me in the next village, but I succeeded to g('t there 
before. 1 saw my Gomastah, Amcen and Khalasccs taken prisoners. 
About five hours afterwards the people ^ame back to me tliat they were 
kept in duresse vile in Nowboteah bazar, in whose house I (‘anuot say, 
and after five hours let go. It was about 9 o’clock in tlie inoniing when 
all this happened. I did not know any of tlie Assistants’ names, neitlier 
could I recognize any of them, but my Officers, who were taken prison- 
ers, know them and could recognize them. I liad no otlier witnesses on 
the spot except my Gomastah and tlic other men who were with me and 
who suffered. I think Syam Chundcr Pal Chowdry had instigated the 
Ryots to attack me and my servants, and thereby not allowing us to mea- 
sure the lands. I understand that the above zemindar has been l^ound 
over to keep the peace towards the Bengal Indigo Comjjany for a year, 
which year has not expired yet. 

Taken before me this day, the 11th January 1860, at Chobcea. 


Henry Maclean, 
Deputy Magistrate, 


J. S. Campbell. 
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7th March. — Sworu again. 

I recognize the man present, as the man whom I saw on horseback, 
(l^iobin Biswas is pointed out.) 

Bv Defendant. — I think you were dressed in white, you were ahead 
of the others. I never saw you before. 

By the Court, I saw him under circumstances 

that made a strong impression at a 
How then can you swear to him very short distance, about 40 yards 
now ? ofl* and I am positive this is the 

man. 

Decision , — On looking over Mr. Campbell’s evidence before the 
Deputy Magistrate, 1 find that he stated then that he could not recognize 
any of his Assistants. He may have meant that he did not recognize 
them at the time, but could if he saAV them again, but Avhen the evidence 
against a prisoner rests, as in this case, solely on the statement of one man, 
(I reject the witnesses as worthless in this as in the other case) it is essential 
that it should not be open to any misinterpretation or doubt. The point 
noted is certainly enough to throw a doubt over any recognition, and 
though I doubt not that Mr. Campbell trusts his OAvn judgment now in 
recognizing th% prisoner,* it is not fair to the latter to 

• Kobin Biawas. i , 

rest on that alone. 

I acquit the prisoner. 

W. J. Herschel, 
Officiating Magistrate, 

26ih March 1860. 


The information and deposition of James Stuart Campbell, taken on 
oath before me, Edward Drummond, Magistrate and Justice 
of the Peace in and for the District of Nuddea, on the 4th 
February 1860. 

On the inonilng of the 3rd, yesterday, I Avent to re-measure the Indigo 
lands in Bandarkhola village, which belongs to Sham Chunder Pal Chow- 
dry. I re-measured all the lands ; after doing so, I was proceeding by the 
road to the next village of Eossoolpore, Avhen I was attacked by about 200 
men armed ..with lattees and spears. They immediately surrounded me, 
and the lattials beat my horse on the head, which caused him to rear, and 
fall upon me ; at the same time they struck me a severe blow with a lattee 
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on the right shoulder, and after I was down, beat me severely on the small 
of the'back. 1 was stunned by the severe beating and the fall of the horse, 
and lay there Insensible ; after I recovered my senses, the whole of^them 
were out of sight. 1 imagine I must have lain there without my hat 
(topee) in the sun for an hour. T then got up and went to Kurrispore ; my 
horse was scampering all over the counliy, and the Kyots of Kurrispore 
caught him for me. 


Do you know the names of any of 
those who attacked you ? 


Do you know exactly who struck 
you? 

AVhy did they thus attack you ? 


Was any one with you when you 
were attacked ? 

Do you know if there be any as- 
semblage of lattials anywhere near 
the spot now ? 

In what Thannah are these vil- 
lages ? 


Yes, Kadce Biswas, Tazoo Mim- 
dul, Napal Mundiil, Jaheer Mun- 
duL The Icudt rs were Nobin Bis- 
was, Dinonath Mitro, Bhobun Mo- 
hun J\litro. 

lie was a lattial, I should know 
him perfectly if I saw him. 

At the instigation of Sham (Tiun- 
der ralCbowdry. lie is the Zemin- 
dar of that village, and wants the 
lands himself, but his Byots have 
taken their advances from us in the 
factory. 'Dieso villages were per- 
fectly quiet, took their advances 
and measured off their lands, until 
the issue of a perwannah by the 
Deputy Magistrate of Kalarooah, 
to say that the IJyots need not sow 
Indigo unh‘ss they liked. The llyots 
were led to believe that it was a 
Government order not to sow Indi- 
go, as it was issued by a Govern- 
ment servant. 

I have written the names in the 
Bengalee p(*ti^on of those who 
were with me, and saw the affair. 

I believe they are distributed to 
the number of about 8 or 10 in 
each of the zemindars villages. 

In Thannah Goburdangah. 
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How far off is the Thannah ? About 12 or 14 miles, but the 

Pharree of Bongong is aboutf 4 or 5 
miles off only, and the Naib Daro- 
gah was at the time within a mile 
or two of the attack. 


February 4<A, 1860. 


E. Drummond, 

Magistrate. 


James Campbell, sworn 6th March 1860. 


Did you know the Defendants 
whose names you have given by 
name before this, or had you ascer- 
tained their names since when 
you gave your deposition ? 

Can you recognize any of the 
men here present ? 


Had you seen Nobin Chunder 
that day ? 

By Mokhteear for 1, 2, 3. 

When did you ascertain these 
names ? 

How much had you measured in 
Bhandarkhola ? 

Ffom where you were beaten, in 
which direction do Bhandarkhola 
and Belta bear from whence you say 
these lattials came i 

Where we^re your servants at 
the time ? 

Were they also surrounded ? 


I did not know their names be* 
fore — I ascertained them from my 
servants. 

I recognize Jaliur Mundul (point- 
ing him out) as the man who knock- 
ed me off the horse, i. e., who struck 
the horse. — I do not recognize any 
of the others. 

No, I do not remember seeing 
him ; my servants tell me they saw 
him. 

The next day. 

28 or 30 Bunds. 

I was going towards Rossoolpore, 
Bhandarkhola was on my left about 
a stone’s throw off, and Belta was in 
the same direction about IJ miles 
off; I could not see Belta through 
Bhandarkhola. 

They were round about me at 
speaking distance. 

Yes. 
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Could you distinguish between The only way to tell lattial w 
lattials and Ryots ? by his latti. A great many had 

lattees, and many had spears. 

W. J. Herschkl. 
Officiating Magutrate- 


I have examined Mr. CampbelVs body. He has the mark of a severe 
latty blow or blows on his shoulder, and a mark of slighter nature on 
the small of the back, 

E. Drummond, 
Magistrate. 

February 4ith 1860. 


Prosecutor. j 

1 

James Campbell. 

His Witnesses. 


Defendants, 

( 1. Nobin Biswas. 5. 

J 2. Dinonath Miter. 0. 

J 8. Bhooban Mohun Miter. 7. 

( 4. Hadee Biswas. 

Tazoo Mimdul. 
Najjal MundiiJ. 
Janeer Mundul. 

Their Witnesses. 


Crime charged. 


Proceedings. 


James Campbell — ^Deposes that he had been measuring the lands of 
Bhandarkhola village (belonging to Syam Chunder Pal) for Indigo, the 
Eyots being under engagement to him, and was going along the road to 
Rossoolpore, when he was surroimded by some 200 lattials, who knocked 
him oflf his horse, (hit the horse so that he reared and fell over,) beat him 
severely as he lay on the ground, and left him for senseless. Names 
Defendants 1 to 7, 1, 2 and 3 being leaders. 

For examination see original. 
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f MoaaJiib Shekh , — As above. Says, as we were going, Nobin, 1, 2, and 3, 
came and said “ Beat the Saheb and drive liim off, it is Syam Chunder’s 
order;” accordingly they did bo, and Hadee (4) struck the Saheb’s 
liorsc, and Tazoo (5) blruck the Salieb on the back, and Napal Mundul 
(0) struck him also, and he fell off the horse, then 7 struck the Saheb. 
We ran off and could not see who else beat him. Tliey then left, and 
the Saheb lay there. Names some score of others. 

Examined. — We were not surrounded with the Saheb — ^we were out- 
side tlie crowd. 

The Saheb asked us what we could tell, and we said what we had seen. 
I was asked separately. 

The Defendants 1, 2, 3, were in clean clothes, as now they were 
among the lattials — 1 had not seen them before that day. 

Jfalu SJtehh^ Khalashce. — 4, struck the horse, same as above ; names 
a bcore of others. 

liheentclumd Malik. — As above —positively svears that all three 
1, 2 and 3, cull(‘d out to do it as It was Syam Chunder’s order. 

fSllxIojial Si/ce. — As aboAC. 

Juh(M‘r Jlundurs defence to be taken, the others released. 

Defendant Jaheer pleads alibi at 

livaiiy Biulnndazc. — On the 22nd of ilagh, at 9 o’clock, defendant 
was m his own house at Belta. 

Izzutali, Bit vhundaze^ ditto . — I was going through Palla to Belta. At 
Belta 1 was passing Jaheer’s house, Aviicrc I saw Jaheer measuring out 
mustard seed to Sonai Mundul. 

ITarav^ Chokeedar. — Ditto, ditto. — I was going back from Palla to 
Belta, and saw the mustard, measured out. 

^So}U(u C/iotvLeedar . — Ditto, as to time ; Dalleecame to me calling out, 
Izzat and Poran call you. I said, why ? They said Mr. Larmour’s people 
arc gathered together, hence you are called. I went to the burkundazes, 
wlio took me towards the lattials and called out dofiai. The lattials lied. 
I returned to Belta, and passing through Jahccr’s house went to the Naib 
Darogah. Saw Jaheer measuring out mustard to Sonai. I went and 
reported to the Darogah. 

Sonai . — Day the same abou% Jolicer was measuring mustard up to noon. 


Decision, 

The evidence of the witnesses is evidently not to be relied on, when 
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they charge Nobin Biswas and the two other zemlndaree servants with 
giving the orders for the attack. Had there been any such leadership 
among the defendants — ^particularly had Nobin, a very short stout man, 
of high caste a])pcar an ce, been present in the front rank of the assail* 
ants, clotlied as described in edean white clothes, and calling out in the 
tone of authority alh‘ged — it is ([ulte impossible but that Mr. Campbell 
must have seen it and noticed it. Nohin too was known to IVlr. Camp- 
bell by siglit, he having scon him to recognize liim on a previous occasion 
when he was a<^<^aidted. T cannot tliercforo lo^ on the witnesses pro- 
duced as other than reckless a^sertors of wliai tb<‘y think best for the 
interests of the ca‘^e, and I sot their evidence aside altogcthei'. That 
the a^^sault took place, however, is beyond disputi' : Mr. Campbell bore 
tlic marks of It when be appeared at Kislmaghur. it seems, however, 
from Mr. Dnimmoiid’s description of the bruises tliat Mr. Cam])bell must 
have lost his senses tliroiigli the fall from th(‘ horse, and that the beating 
was not a repeated one. Alatteo blow leaves on a white skin an un- 
mistakoable mark and there was only one mark of a severe blow or 
blows on the shouhlevy' (tlierc could not well have been more tlian two 
blows on the same spot,) and of one slighter one on tlie small of the 
back. Tiiesc two blows cciincidc exactly with Mr. Campbell’s description 
of the heating he got before he fell from his horse and lost his senses. 
That his body sliowcd no other marks is, I think, conclusive evidence that 
ho was not beaten after he was down. 

This very materially affects the guilt of the Defendants, and makes it 
much less than Mr. (’ampboll evidently thought it to be. 

I rely fully on !Mr. Campbell’s recognition of the Defendant Jaheer, 
and the witnc'^'^e^^ for the alibi ha^ e evidently no ground for one and all 
remembering the date on which they saw Defendant measuring mustard, 
so that the alibi is worthless. 

I convict Defendant of having been the first to seize Plaintiff’s Ijridle 
in a riotous assault committed on him, and sentence him to six months’ 
imprisonment and 100 Eupces fine, in default of which ho will be im- 
prisoned for 6 months more ; for each six months ho will jiay a fine of 
25 Kupees, for the first within 7 days, for the s(*cond on the first day of 
the term), in default of which he will labor till the fine be paid or the 
sentence expire. 

W. J. Hsjrschbii, 

1th March 1860. Officiating Magistrate. 
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Prosecutor, 

George Hyde. 

His witnesses, 

1 

Bekaoolla. 

Defendants, 

ri. Madoo Mollah. 

-|2. Beeshoo Mollah. 

(3. Azimooddeen Mollah. 

Their witnesses. 


Crime charged. 



Pkoceedings. 

Plaintiff sworn. Deposes that he went to measure certain lands in the 
village of Gogeshpore, when a body of some 50 Ryots assembled from 
the neighbouring three villages of Gogeshpore, Mirzapore and Damhattee. 
A Ryot of the name of Madoo Mollah (1) gave orders to pelt liim with 
clods, and Defendants 2 and 3 did so and hit his horse. He had to turn 
away to save himself. 

Bekaaolla, witness — ^Is an Indigo Khalashee. On the 5th Magh went with 
the Plaintiff and others to Mirzapore where we measured the lands. Then 
proceeding at 9 o’clock to Gogeshpore the party began to measure, 
some 30 or 40 Ryots of the ncghbouring villages came round the Saheb 
and at I’s order 2 and 3 pelted him, both clods hit the horse. The 
Saheb went off to Baragurreea. The others were prepared to pelt him 
too. Recognizes the three prisoners. 

B;y Madoo . — 1 saw you give the order. 

^Damhattee is about | of a mile off, Gogeshpore about 

By Azim, )2 stones’ throw, I know all three of old ; have seen them 
^nd Bishoo. 25 times ; no row before the pelting. 

Hosseindee, — ^ill. 

Ramtaran Chatterjee . — ^As above, recognizes all three. 

Azimooddeen^ Defendant — Denies ; ignores it altogether ; says the Plain- 
tiff never went to his village ; lives in Damhattee. I went to Gantee 
on the 1st Magh and returned* on the 18th Magh. 
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By the Courts — I have no quarrel with Bekaoolla nor with Bamtaram. 

Madoy Defendant — Denies, says it is entirely a false case ; offers an 
alibi at Neeratola all the 5th Magh. 

Beeshoo Mollah, Defendant— Denies. Doesn’t know why he is charged. 
Was with Madoo all the 5th. 

Witnesses to alibi of Madoo and Beeshoo. 

Ram Koomar Napit^ Defendant — Came and bought grass inNeemtolla 
on the 5th of Magh. I shaved them ; they staid and ate there, and went 
away in the evening. 

Examined, — I was told on that day by (hesitates) Rahmat Mundul that 
it was the 5th, otherwise I would not have known it. I don’t know 
what date it is now. 

Kanhai Mtmdal . — On the 5th, I and Ilaran Moolawent to Neemtolla to 
Rahmat MunduVs house ; reached there in the evening and saw Madoo 
Mollah, who settled the value of the grass for us. Examined about 
particulars as to dates; only knows the 5th, beeause Rahmat said the sale 
is effected, to day is the 5th. Does not know why he said to-day is the 5th. 

Another witness — Equally vague. Admits that he only knows it was 
about that time. 


Decision. 

The case is so clear that I need not recite any reasons for holding the 
Defendants guilty of the crime charged, and in the degrees assigned. 
I convict Modoo and Beeshoo, the former as instigator of a riotous 
assault on Mr. Hyde, and considering that whether legally employed or 
not, the plaintiff was measuring lands in a perfectly peaceable manner, 
and that if the defendants had chosen they might have warned the 
plaintiff off without resorting to violence. I sentence them as follows : 

Madoo Mollah to 3 months’ imprisonment, and a fine to be paid in 7 
days of 25 Rupees, in default of which to labor till the fine be paid or 
the sentence expire. 

Beeshoo Mollah^ to the same period of imprisonment, and the same 
condition on non-payment of a fine of 10 rupees. 

W. J. Herschel, 
Officiatthg Magistrate, 


&ih March 1860. 
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The defence of Azimooddeen has been given to day and takes the 
same form of an alibi ; Defendant says he went to buy cattle, but falling 
ill at a friend’s house returned home without doing so. I do not see 
why he should not have bought his cattle after his recovery, if they were 
to be had in that neighbourhood. 

I discredit the alihl, and sentence the prisoner to 3 months’ imprison- 
ment and a line of 10 Rupees, payable in 7 days, in default of which he 
is to labor till the fine be paid or the sentence expire. 


1th March 1860. 

W. J. Heeschel, 
Officiating Magistrate. 

Prosecutor, 

Government on information of Mr. Larmour, 

Ilis Witiiassos, 


Defendants, 

1 Ilaniff Shekh, Nilmoney Kowra. 

Their Witnesses, 


Crime Charged, 



Proceedings. 

9^/^ Fehruarif ^ — Darogah reports that while inquiring into Mr. Camp- 
bell’s case at the village of Palla he was informed by the Gomashte^pf 
Mr. Larmour that there were men assembled at the house of Ishan 
Mookerjee ; that he went and found them there, but could only seize 
two, the rest having bolted. 

2 Witnesses prove the capture of the two prisoners and the flight of 
others, 

Paran JST/ian, -burkundaze, accompanied the Darogah to arrest the 
jamaiat bust as above. 
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2 other Burkundazee the same. 

Nilmony defendant, says he had been carrying a pack for Dinosambha 
Naib of the village of Palla, calls witnesses. 

Hanif Shekh, — Denies; says he was ill and went to show himself to him 
when he was seized. 


Decisiok. 

There is nothing in the evidence to show that these men are lattials, or 
were assembled to commit a breach of the peace. Neither of them 
have the appearance of lattials, and I must therefore acquit tliejn. The 
Darogah will however take up a charge of vagrancy against them, and if 
they cannot show that they have an honest livelihood, he will send them 
up to give security. 

W. J. Hekschel, 
Officiating Magistrate. 

Qih March 1860. 


From A. Gbote, Esq., Commissioner of the JS^uddea Division, to the Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal,— -(No. 7iCt., dated the 13th March 1860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the lionor, as requested, to lay before His Honor the 
following report on tlie state of things in Zillah Nucklca, which has been 
much exaggerated in the daily and other papers published durino- the 
last fortnight. 

2. Since the beginning of February, tlie villagers in parts of Messrs. 
Hill’s Concern have been manifesting a determination to sow no more 

t 

Indigo. More recently this feeling ha.s spread to the Lokenathpore and to 
sevAl villages of the Mulnath Concern, and in some cases it has led to 
noisy demonstrations, which have caused alarm and given rise to the 
reports of outrages. 

3. To be specific, I will trace a few of these reports to their probable 
origin. They relate for the most part to occurrences in the Damoorhoo- 
dah Sub-Division, and my information regarding them is .derived from 
Mr. Assistant Magistrate Maclean, who joined that station towards the 
end of February. 
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4. The story of the burning of the Lokenathpore Factory alluded to by 
one newspaper correspondent reduces itself in Mr. Meares’ letter to me to 
the partial burning of an out-factory at Kajooreah. This act was ascribed 
to incendiaries, and a complaint was made accordingly to the Magistrate 
at Kishnaghur, but none was made to the local Police, and the factory 
did not push this cliavge laid before the Magistrate. There is nothing, 
says Mr. Maclean, to show that the fire was not accidental. 

5. The charge of misconduct brought by the same factory against 
a Police Darogah was not substantiated to Mr. Maclean’s satisfac- 
tion, but he has sent the case to the Magistrate for*final orders. The 
best Darogah in the district has since been transferred to the Damoorhoo- 
dah Thannah. 

6. The demonstration against the Peerpore Factory was a fact. A 
riotous party from Chooadangah approached this factory, but dispersed of 
itself and quietly. This occuiTcd before Mr. Maclean joined his Sub- 
Division, and was not reported to me till a day or two ago. 

7. The impression which Mr. Maclean says apparently caused this and 
otlior demonstrations was an apprehension, perfectly groundless, on the 
villagers’ part that the factory would attack them. 

8. The attacks on Mr. Larmont’s assistants, Messrs. Hyde anddCamp- 
bell, were by villagers whose lands had been measured for Indigo. In 
both cases they were bold and unwarrantable. One man only could be 
identified in Mr. Campbell’s case, and he has been punished. 

9. The Magistrates, both of Nuddea and Jessore, declare to the gene- 
ral prevalence of an impression among the villagers that Government is 
opposed to the cultivation of Indigo. In my letter of the 10th February, 
I reported on this subject, and laid before His Honor Mr. Larmour’s 
letter praying for the issue of a Government Notification counteractory 
of i>uch a misimpression. I stated the result of my demi-official refer- 
ences to Mr. Reid, who had been marching through the Indigo coijpitry, 
and to Mr. Drummond who had at first advocated a Notification. I gave 
my voice against the issue of one, because the KaUarooah Deputy Magis- 
trate’s injudicious order to which the false impression was ascribed was 
already some five months old, and because supposing this order to have 
been the ^real source of the mischief, it would be difficult after such a 
lapse of time io word another which should simply have the effect of 
counteracting it. 
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10. As liowevei' the excitement luid mutual mistrust appeared to be 
spreading*, J took advantage of the Government order on the floyramporc 
villagers' petition directly it reached me, and ordered its publication to 
all parties. This order was calculated at least to undeceive those Ityots 
who had taken advances of the impression said to have been produced on 
them by the Deputy Magistrate's order, that they were at liberty to repu- 
diate their obligations; I have since had an interview with Mr. Hcrschel at 
Gycgliattali, and have reason to think that this publication will have a 
good elPect. 

1 1. But r regret to liavc to add that Mr. Ilerschel received a letter 
yesterday evening from Mr. Maclean in wliicli the occurrence of a disas- 
trous fire in a village near Lokenath})ore is reported. This is unfortunate, 
as It has at once been ascribed by the people to the factory underlings. 

12. At tlie recpiest of several Planters in the Damoorhoodah Rub- 
Division Police Biirkundazcs have been stationed at their factories, and 
I have told Mr. ^lacleaii to order down a small party of the Police Corps if 
he thinks it necessary to strengthen the Thannah Police. I rpiite agree, 
liowcvcr, with him and Mr. Hcrschel that no aggressive acts on the part 
of tlic villag(‘rs are at present contemplated ; their ohjoct is to intimidate 
the JdantiU’s from attempting to sow, and to resist siicli attempts 
if made. Such an attitude is, of course, sunicieut to cause deep alarm 
and anxiety to those who have paid out large advances. 

13. In a further letter just received from Mr Hcrschel, I find it 
admitted that ]\Ir. Mearcs had cause for complaint against the conduct 
of the Damoorhoodah Police.^ This has, as 1 have shown above, since 
been rectified. 


From A. 11. Young, Fsq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Commis- 
sioner of the Nudclca Division, — (No. 983 , dated Fort William, ilie 17th. March 
1860 .) 

I^IR, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter KTo. 
71Ct., dated the 13th instant, reporting upon the excitement at present 
jfrcvailing in some parts of the Nuddea District, in connection with the 
cultivation of Indigo. 

2. It is satisfactory to the Lieutenant-Governor to JearA, from the 
actual facts as reported by you, that the state of affairs in that District 

55 
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‘ La^ been nmeh eKiijjjgerated in the representationri made in the new,'<- 
papers. 

3. The meastires roport(‘d in paragraph 12 of your letter are approved. 
Although the local Oilicers and yourself agree in thinking that no 
aggresbivc acts on tli(‘ 2 >art of the villagers arc contemplated, and the 
Ideutenant-(}ovcrnor sees no reason to doubt the soundness of that 
opinion, yet if you consider it advisable, in order to be prepared for the 
possibility of things taking a worse turn, to have at hand, in any parts of 
the District, small bodies of a Police Battalion, his Honor avIII make 
such arrangements as are possible for strengthening the force of Military 
l*olice in your Division. 

4. You state tliat the object of the villagers “ is to intimidate the 
Planters from attcmi)thig to sow, and to resist such attempts if made,” 
and very correctly remark that “ such an attitude is sufficient to* cause 
deep alarm and anxiety to those who have jiaid out large advances.” 
Intimidation by force, or show of force, and the gathering of large 
riotous assemblages for such a purpose, will of course be put a stop to by 
the Police to the best of their power, and it is very desirable that 
wherever siu*h intimidation is likely to l)e att(*mptod the Police should b(; 
in strength. But the LieutenantdJovernor does not think it probable that 
either intimidation or violence will be resorted to where the villagers 
arc pro]>eily aihiscd by the Magisterial Officers and the Darogahs of 
Police, of the criminality of such conduct, and of t]ie severe punishment 
by which it will assuredly be followed. 

5. Should persons willing to sow theb lands with Indigo be, on tliat 
account, any Avhcrc menaced by others, from bad feeling towards a fac- 
tory, or for any other reason, such persons should be specially protected, 
and the loading men of those who thus laAvlessly threaten them should be 
apprehended and punished. 

6. ^ If in any parts there should be reason to suppose that villagers who 
have contracted to cultivate Indigo are likely in a body to break their 
lawful engagements, it a\ ill be proper for the ]\Iagistrate and every Police 
Officer, and indeed for every well-disposed and disinterested person, to 
spare no pains in shoAving such villagers the impropriety and dishonesty 
of such conduct; and the criminal character of a conspiracy to defraud 
an Indigo Planter, or any other person, in this manner, and the ruinous con- 
sequences to 'them selves if prosecuted by the injured party, should be care- 
fully pointed out to them. His Honor observes that Mr. Herschel has 
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already most properly urged, in the strongest manner, Ryots who hav'e 
taken advances not to fail in the fufilment of their obligations, and lie trusts 
that this line of conduct will have good effects. 

7. Whatever may be the causes of the quarrel wliich has brokcui tint 
between some Indigo factories and the Ryots, those Ryots who may wish 
to disconnect themselves from the cultivation of Indigo, though fully justi- 
fied in declining to make new contracts, are bound to fulfil their existing 
engagements. In the mean time it is to be hoped that the matter may be 
settled amicably, by such concessions on one side or tlie other, or on both, 
as reason and fairness dictate, and as will result in the mutual advantage 
of both parties. No system of trade can be safe or stable where the bar- 
gains are not for the profit of both parties ; and perhnps, in this view, 
both parties in this quarrel may be advised to their pennunent advantage. 


Rrom A. Grote, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddoa Division, to the Secretary to 
tlie Government of Bengal, — (J?^o. 78Ct., dated the l!Uh Alaicli 1800.) 

SlK, 

In reply to your letter No. 983, dated 17th in.staiit, 1 heg to 
state for the information of his Honor the Licutenant-dovernor thatUie 
comiuunieations which I receive from Mr. Hcrschcl rej)! csent tlnj villagers 
about ,)()yrain])orc as being perfectly tractable and amenable to authority. 

I have, however, as a matter of i>rccaution directed ('aptain Kaban to 
send a party of fifty men to the DamoorhoodahThannah. 

2. I yesterday despatched fifty men under Lieutenant Howard, of 
Captain Raban’s Corps, to Bongong, to be ready should they be required 
to advance to the Kaloopole Thannah in Jessoro. I took tliis step on a 
letter received on Saturday afternoon from Mr. Skinner, but 1 buve^ 
doubts whether the services of the party will be rccpiired. I am c.vpcct- 
ingtohear further from Mr. Molony, and Mr. Hor.schel’!, third Weekly 
Report will probably reach me to-morrow. 

3. Copy of your present instructions has been sent to all the Magis- 
trates, who have already been desired to use their inlluence to get existing 
contracts carried out. In many cases they will, I have reason to think, be 
successful ; in others however, the Ryots deny that they»have become” 
parties to any contract, and claim protection in the exercise of the option 
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wliicli tlie lute Government Orders have conceded to them. Tliese are the 
cases respecting which 1 am anxious, the practice having hitherto hcen for 
the Planters themselves to sow all the lands which the factory claimed as 
marked for” Indigo. 1'licir attempts to do this in the present temper of 
the Eyots vvillbti very likely to meet with opposition. 


From A. 11. You?^g, Es(i., Secretary to tlie Government of Bengal, to the Com* 
inissioijcr of the NudJea Division, — (No. 1053, dated Fort William, tlie 21 si 
March 18G0.) 

Siu, 

1 AM directed to acknowdedge the receipt of yonr letter, No. 
78Ct., dated tlie PJlIi instant, and in reply to inform you that the Lieu- 
tenant-^vernor considers your Boport of the state of alhiirs in the 
Southern portion of your Division to be in some respects satisfactory. 

2. Your instnietions to <Japtaiu Kaban, to send a party of llfty men 
from the Station of Nuddea to the Darnoorlioodiih Thannah, as a precau- 
tionary measure, were very projier. The Jdeutenant-tjiovernor had an 
opportunity ^f cojiferring personally with Captain liabaii yesterdtiy, and 
arranged for his making up the Detachment from Nuddea to a party of 
eighty men, under a Iviu'opeaii Oilicer and a good Native Ollicer; so as 
to make it possible, if any necessity should arise, to break tlie Detacli- 
ment into two parties. 

3. The despatcli of Sub-Lieutenant Howard with fifty more men of 
the 6th Battalion, from Head (Quarters to Bongong, is entirely apjM’ovcd. 
A party Avill be sujipllcd from the 4th Battalion, now in the Burdwan 
Division, to replace the party detached from tlie Station of Nuddea. 

4. Two more Detachments, one of which will be under a European 
OHiccr, arc available from Captain Kabau’s Battalion ; and as their move- 
ment into the intorlor of the Nuddea District, towards the Jessore and 
Moorshodabad borders, can do no harm, and may insjiire confidence, 
Captain Rabaii has been informed that he may expect further and 
specific orders from you regarding them immediately. 

5. These precautions are taken from no misgiving as to the correct- 
'ness of the belief entertained by the District Officers yourself that 
nothing is more improbable than the occurrence of any spontaneous act 
of aggi'ession on the part of the Kyots. But where such a quarrel as tliis 
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lias broken out, and where such general exciteiucnt prevails, tlie (^ivil 
power, whose great object it must be to preserve the peace of the country 
under all circumstances, cannot be made too strong. And tiu', concluding 
paragra])h of your letter shows there is a possibility of a breach of the 
peace bciing provoked by others tlian Uyots. 

G. Should any Managers of an Imligo Factory appear likely to com- 
mit any unlawfid act, such as cannot but exasperate not only Indigo 
Eyots, but all the villagers of their neighbourhood, it will be well to 
endeavour, by quietly reasoning with tiieni, to convince them not only of 
the penal conscipienccs to tliemselves, and to those whom they may 
employ sliould loss of lift) or other serious calamity occur in tlie 
course of any unlawful proceeding of theirs, but also of the certain injury 
to the coininercial inicrests of their factories which such imprudent con- 
duct will Involve. These gentlemen, if they will take a calni|^iew of 
their position, it is to be hoped, will sec, that where there is a dispute 
as to the fact of an agi'emnent between two parties, neither party can 
become the judge in his own cause, or be allowed to take the Law into 
his own hands. In the present tenqicr of the villagers in some parts of 
NmJdca an attempt of this nature inight cause incalculable miselilef. 


No. KKSlL 

Lx'rUAC’T of paragraphs 1 to 4 forwarded for the iiifovnuitlou of the 
Inspector of I’olicc Battalions in Bengal. 


of Mei^i^cajea forwarded hij Eleciric Tele(jr(iph. 

From the Secretary to Govennuoai of Jiengal, Calcutta, to the. Magistrate of Hooghly, 
qlated 3Uth Marchj 18G0, II a. m.) 

How many of the Police Battalion has Lie'iit. Baker at Ilooghly, 
and how many men could he take to Kishnaghur? the ordinary Guards 
being taken by hired burkundauzes. 


From Magistrate of Hooghly to Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 

One hundred men are available if the Jail Guards a^e taken away: 
sixty mthout the Jail Guards, whom the Magistrate wishes to keep. 
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From A. 11. Young Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to Sub-Lieute- 
nant TI. Bakek, 4tli Bengal Police Battalion, Hooghly, — (No. 1047, dated 
the 2l8t March 18G0.) 

Sir, 

I AM dirc(!tod by the Lieutenant Governor to request that 
you will jjrocecjd iinjiicdiately with sixty men of the Detachment 
under your command to Kishnaghur, where your services arc urgently 
required. 


No. 1048. 

(;Orr forwarded to the Inspector of Police Battalions for information. 


From C. S. Belli, Esq., Magistrate of Hooghly, to the Secretary to the Goveru- 
^ut of Bengal, — (No. 154, dated Hooghly tlic 22iid March 18G0.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE tlie honor to report for the information of Government 
that a Detachment of tiO inmi, with tlic usual complement of Non- 
(hjmmissioncd Officers of the 4th Bengal Jhdice Battalion, left this after- 
noon for Kishnaghur, in obedience to the orders conveyed to Sub- 
Lieutenant Baker, in your letter to that Officer No. 1047, of yester- 
day’s elate. 

2. It is expected that the Detachment will reach Ki.shnaghur on 
Saturday, the 24th instant. 


From A. Geote, Esq , Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Secretary to 
tho Government of Bengal, — (dated the 21st March 1860.) 

Sir, 

Herewith I beg to submit in original the Nuddea Magistrate’s 
third Weekly Report, dated the 18tli instant. 

2. I regret much to observe the remarks on the conduct of the Mana- 
gers of the Loknathpore Concern, the Interests of wffiich cannot but 
suffer severely from their persistence in a course so unreasonable and 
so unsuited to the present crisis. 

3. The dispositions of the Military Police Corps ’||^ch have lately 
been made, will have a good effect in strengthening the Magistrate’s hands, 
and impressing on the Ryots’ minds the warning which Mr. Herschel 
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mentions his having found it necessary to convey to them. All non-planting 
landholders, liaving rents to collect in the villages in whieli excitement 
prevails, are equally interested with the Planter landholders in seeing the 
excitement cease. 

4. I have heard from Mr. Skinner, who is encamped at Kaloopole 
Thannah, one of the points to which I have sent up a Detachment of 
Military Police, that the Joyrampore Putneedar has been instigating vil- 
lagers well disposed to sow, to join otliors who have expressed their reso- 
lution not to do so. This kind of IntimidaTion, as 1 informed Mi\ Hcr- 
schel some days ago, and as his Honor lias since announced, is not to be 
tolerated. J at once telegraphed to Mr. ]\Iolony, who is by this time I 
hope in Mr. Skinner’s camp, to take u]> and dis])ose of any tangible charge 
against the Putneedar. The latter has sincaj been arrested and sent into 
Kishnaghur, where 1 have ordered him to be detained till 1 arrive there on 
Sunday next. 


Third Weekly Report on the fitatc of the ImVnjo Didricts in Kuddea, from 
the 10th to 17 fh March 1800. 


I HAVE this week visited the Damoorhoodali Sub-Division. Tlie gene- 
ral impression is that the Ryots are much more determined here not to 
sow. The agitation is much stronger, and evidently better organized. 
The Mussuhnaiis have the lead in the crowds, where their conduct is so 


much more passionate than are the acts of the Ryots, that 1 suspect the 
real leadership must be in the hands of Hindoos. 

2. Mr. Maclean reports that October Plant is “ suffering greatly by 
cattle trespass. The villagers have no specilic complaints. The Khajoorah 
Factory burning has been examined* by the Darogah, who reports it an 
accidental fire (the extent of it has been already reported to you.) Two 
nights after, a stable was burnt down. The charge of incendiarism^was 
rashly made on tlie wqrd of an ignorant Chowkeedar, who has since 
directly contradicted himself. 

“ The conduct of the Police has been much blamed in the public 


Note St>nf to Mr. Maclean. 

“ The Chowkeedars frequenty hold 
Indigo lands. Tliis should he re- 
medied. You should t^o up any rea- 
sonable information against Chow- 
keodars, and if proved punish them 
severely.’^ 


journals during the last fortnight, but a 
distinction should be made between village 
Chowkeedars and the Thanna Police. The 
co-operation of the former with fhc Ryots is 
described as misconduct on the part of 
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SIk' latt(‘r. riicse are not provetl have tukeii part in any overt act; 
and on one reeent oeeubioii 1 have reason to believe that tlic liruinesH 
of a single liiirkundaiizc prevented a dlsUirl)ance at Lokenatliporc. 
A Villai^c r bad been summont*d to the factory to continue bis daily 
Work, which since the present diflerence lie had discontinued. Having 
gone to the factory he was severely tbraslied by two men, one of whom 
lias b('en sentenced to imprisonment for a month, the other being 
ac<|nitted for want of prooh Anotlier old man was [immediately 
nflerwardh?] I it (‘rally dragged to the factory, tluuv beaten, and finally 
r(‘leas(‘d by the dhirkundauze, who })revenled the villagers already 
assem))h‘d from resorting to violence, and voliinleered to release tlie 
man from the fa<‘.tory. This ease is under trial.” 

]Mr. Plaits reports from Amghoopie that “ the ('xeitement has readied 
his Sub-Division. A strong demonstration was made by tlu* Kyots against 
this factory. They dispersed without actually committing any act of 
violence, probably because tlie ITanters were loading their guns ; but, says 
Mr. Platts, the intention of the Kyots i‘^ not dearly established, and I would 
look on it as nolliing but a strong demoiisiiMlIoii. A servant of the 
factory A\as W(‘ll thrashed.” 

Ik Tlu‘ teinpc'r of ihe Huropeans in the 1-oknathpore Couec'rn is 
unforfimatdy aggressiv<‘, ollcring, F am glad to say, a markcMl contrast to 
that of the majority of Planters. Several of tlunn liave admitted the 
necessity of a reformation, and are now steering their course with 
prudence. Both Mr. Larmour and ^Ir. Porlong see that force is out of 
tlie (jueslion, and are endeavouring to maintain their position by 
showing consideration to the Byots. Mr. Moajfcs, of Lokuathporc, 
refuses any the slightest concession, and the Pyots arc proportionately 
exasptualed, I do not myself Imld ihcnn altogether free from suspieion 
of inning set fire to the Khajoorah ^'erandah, whidi 1 have V('ry little 
doulit iras the act of an incendiary. 

In regard to the Doodhpetley fire, 1 regret to say that Mr. ]\Icarcs has 
shown no desire to remove the suspicion of the Pyots against the factory, 
a suspicion resting on grounds much stronger than in the Khajoorah case 
against the Pyots. 

The Ryots do not prosecute, but I have directed Mr. Maclean to offer 
a reward of Rupees 100 for the discovery of the offender. 

4. No further breach of the peace has occurred in any part of the 

District. 
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5. Tlie conduct of the regular Police appears now to be fair. J 
have had no more eomplalntb again^jt any Police Oilit*er from eitlier side. 
The Police Officers with whom I have myself spoken describe the \illagcrs 
as perfectly ameniiblo to authority. But 1 doubt whetlu‘T an order to 
sow Indigo would be obeyed now. 

6. The Lieut(‘nant-(^ovenior’s Proclamation was read out at Chooa. 
d&ngah to-day. dlie Byots went away saying the order suited them, and 
they would not sow Indigo, 

7. Tn speaking to the Byots I have ahvays found them shirk the 
question, “IIa^e )ou taken acUancc's?” Till lately, when pressed, they 
generally gave an absolute dmiial. Now tliey plead tbe injustice of the 
contract itself, saying they look on tbe money called ad\ anccs by the 
factory as mcio 2 )aymcnt of tlielr dues. Into this question 1 cannot of 
course enter. But neither can I liclp seeing and warning the Byots that 
in taking tliis line they aie guided by passion as much as by reason. I 
see also that many Zemindars and Putneedars arc boirowing money now 
to meet the Quarter day ; and complaints of the difficulty of collecting 
rents arc beginning. Somctliing a])])ears to me necessary, I do not say 
from higher authority, but from the Police on tlie^spot, to clieck the passion 
of the moment, and prevent its n^aching the large population who have 
nothing to do with Indigo. 1 have not thought it ‘-afe to entrust this to any 
Darogah. The Native Police ha^e orders to act up to their duty in pre- 
serving tlie peac<‘, but not to discuss the question wdtli the liyots, teferring 
tli^m to iMr Maclean or to myself, if the Pi oclamation be not enough. 

1 shall watch the oIIcm t of the present excitement on the Revenue 
closely, and let you have jiavticulars after the 28th. 

W. J. IlimSCHEL, 

li^th March 1860, Officiating Magistrate 


From A. B. Youno, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to tbe Com- 
missioner of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 1081, dated Fort William, the 32nd 
March 1860.) 


Sib, 

With reference to your letter of yesterday’s date, without 
number, submitting the Magistrate of Nuddea’s third Weekly Report on 

56 
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tJie state of his District, 1 am directed to inform you that insti-uctions 
have been issued to Captain Miles, Commanding the 4th Police Battalion, 
to proceed at once to Alipore with the whole of his Battalion ; and the 
Lieutenunt-Govornor is of opinion that Captain Baban, with the whole of 
the remainder of his Corps now at Head Quarters, should proceed im- 
mediately to such place in the District of Nuddea as you may think ])est, 
to be at hand In case of any actual disturbance unfortunately breaking 
out. 


( 'opy of Message forxearded by Electne Telegraph, 

From the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Calcutta, to Captain Miles, 
Midnapore, — (dated 22nd March 11-30 a. m.) 

Maucii with all your available men to Oolabarriali, where, if possible, 
a steamer will meet you. If there is no Steamer, cross and march on to 
Alipore. Leave no Guard, except the Treasure (niard. The Magistrate 
must supply Ihirkunduuzes for all other (iuaixL. Telegraph wlien vou 
will be at (lolabarriali. 


From Major Miles, Midnapore, to tlio Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
Calcutta, — (dated 23rd March, 0-30 a. m.) 

YoUK message of 11-30 A. M. yesterday only received at 9 P. M. We 
start to-night with some three hundred and twenty men, and will be at 
Oolabarriah on JMonday nmrning the 2(ith. 


From A. R. Young, Ks<j., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Secre- 
tary to the Government of India, Home Department,— (No. 1 108, dated Fort 
William, the 22nd March 1860.) 

Sin, 

The Lieutenant-Governor directs me to report, for the infor- 
mation of the Ilon’ble the President in Council, certain recent occur- 
rences in sonie Districts of Lower Bengal, indicating great excitement 
in connection with the cultivation of Indigo ; and to explain the mea- 
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sui'os which have been taken tor preventing a breach oi the peace, an4 
for restoring order if any outbreak should unfortunately occur. 

2. It will be seen, from tlic accompanying copy of correspondence, 
that, immediately upon his return to the Presidency on the lOth instant, 
the attention of the Lieutenant Governor was directed to r('[)orts rooarct- 
ing misunderstandings existing between Indigo Planters and tlic Pyots 
connected with Indigo Factories in some parts of the District of Nud- 
dca, wliicli were represented to bo likely to lead to disagrccahlc conse- 
quences. The same subject was pressed upon the attention of the 
Lieutenant-Governor bv a I^etition of the Indigo Planters Association, 
whereof a copy is enclosed, which was ])resented to him by a Dt'pulatioii 
from that body, with whom he had an interview on the LUh instant. 
The (\»mnnssioner (Mr. (jrote) very pro])eily directed the Magistrate 
of the District to watch the progress of thesc^ dis])ntcs, and to K'port 
weekly any occurrences arising out of them. Ihree ul these Weekly 
Pepeu’ts hav^c now been received, and Irom them the eliaracter ol the 
excitement on this sul^jeet will he apparent. 

a. d’he Petition of the Indigo Planters Association prayed for two 
measures. The first of these was the issue of a Notitication by (Govern- 
ment, imfircssing upon the Ryots the duty of fulfilling tluir engage- 
ments. It was represented in this Petition, as well as in a lette.r ol Mr. 
Groteks of the IGJth instant, that this existing state of feeling of the 
Kyots had arisen partly out of a mistaken belief as to the views of the 
(lovernment in regard to the cultivation ol Incligo, Accordingly, the 
Licutcnant-(}ovcrnor issued a Notilication, wliich will Ixi found witli my 
letter to the (Commissioner of the 14th instant, No. 112b, with a view to 
the removal of any such erroneous inijiression. I’he (hnnmissioner and 
District Ollieers have been strongly urged to span' no pains in impress- 
ing upon the villagers the duty of honestly fulfilling their agreements, 
and the ruinous consequences to themselves of a breach of agveeAient, 
if prosecuted for non-fulfilment ; wliilst also explaining that it is and 
was always optional with a Ryot to agree to cultivate Jndigo or not, as 
best suited Ins own interest. 

4. There was reason to suppose that these measures would have a 
good effect, inasmuch as orders in the same sen^je which had previously 
been passed by the Lieutenant-Governor on the Petition of certain Ryots, 
when published by the Commissioner, were reported* to have had to 
some extent a good (‘ffect. But the Lieutenant-Governor thought it 
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advisable, in case of things taking a more serious turn than the local 
Officers seemed to anticipate, to have ready at hand, in the neighbour- 
hood of those jdaces in which the excitement is most prevalent, Detach- 
ments of the Police P>attalions of such strength as might be expected to 
put down any riot or violent outbreak which might occur, and as far as 
possible to protect any persons or property that might be menaced. 
With this object four Detachments, with three European Officers, of the 
6th Battalion of Bengal Military Police, were placed at the disposal 
of the Commissioner, to be posted in different parts of the District of 
Nuddea. 

5. The second mcas\ire prayed for by the Indigo Planters’ Petition 
was, that special legislation should be had recourse to, for the purpose of 
making the breach of an agreement to cultivate Indigo punishable sum- 
marily by a Magistrate. On this subject the Lieutenant-Governor put 
himself into communication with Mr. Sconce, the Legislative Member of 
Council for Bengal ; and that gentleman is now prepared to introduce 
a Bill, providing (as a temporary measure, pending a full and searching 
inquiry into the practice of Indigo Planting in Bengal, which it is 
proposed to make after the present season of cultivation is closed and 
the present excited state of feeling has subsided) for the summary 
enforcement of existing engagements for the cultivation of Indigo. 
Three additional Officers, with Magisterial powers, have been sent to 
the Knddea District, in order to the w^orl^ing out of this Law, if passed. 

6. After the above arrangements hud been mafic, the Lieutenant- 
Governor received this morning two telegrams, of wliich a copy is 
herewith submitted, together with a copy of a Beporl from the Commis- 
sioner of Rajshahye, No. 481, dated the 18th instant. From these it 
will be seen that the differences between tbe Planters and Byots, which 
commenced in Nuddea, arc now extending into the District of Moorshed- 
abadr; and there is reason to fear that thc‘y may have assumed there 
a more dangerous aspect. To prevent, as far as possible, any serious 
consequences, the Lieutenant-Governor has taken the following pre- 
cautions : — 

7. To supply the place of the Officer, now absent on leave, who is 
ordinarily stationed at Aurungabad, the Sul -Division in the Moorshed- 
abad District where the danger seems greatest, the Lieutenant-Governor 
ha& appointed Mt. B. Wood (who is close at hand, and who is a very 
active Officer attached to the Sonthal Pergunnahs) to the charge of that 
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Sub>Dlvision, Mr, Robinson, the Deputy Commissioner of those Per-^ 
gunnahs, has been ordered to Moorshedabad to take charge of the 
Magistracy and Collectorate of that important District ; and in the 
meanwhile, Mr. Beaufort, the Officiating Magistrate, who is about to 
leave on promotion, has been ordered to proceed himself to the disturb- 
ed parts'of his District to the East of the River Bhaugiruttee, and to 
call on the Officer Commanding at Bcrhamporc for any Troops that may 
be necessary to keep order in that part of his District which lies East 
of the Bhaugiruttee. Any Troops which may be required by Mr, 
Wood will be supplied from the 3rd Battalion, of which nearly 500 
men, fortunately available, have been ordered to proceed by rail to 
Synteeah, and thence to march to any point where they may be wanted. 
Captain Pughe, who is in command of this Battalion, has been vested 
with the powers of a Magistrate. A communication has been made to 
the Railway Officers, in order, if possible, to push on this force by rail 
forty miles beyond Synteeah, which Avill place them within fourteen 
miles of the centre of the tract reported to be disturbed. Though the 
Railway is not open beyond Synteeah, the Lieutenant-Governor, from 
what he saw on his return the other day, has a strong hope that this may 
be done. The whole of the remainder of the bth Bengal JMilitary 
Police, with Captain Raban, the Commandant, has been ordered to 
proceed into the Nuddea District, and marches to-rnorrow. Tlie 4th 
Battalion has been (tailed up from Midnapore to replace them here, and 
to be available, if necessary, to reinforce the troops already in the 
Indigo Districts. A steamer has been despatched to bring them up 
from Oolabarriah. And an Officer with 100 men of the 2nd Battalion 
of Bengal Military Police, has been ordered from Ramporc Bauleah to 
Maldah, in case of the excitement spreading to that District. 


From A. R. Younu, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bori^aJ, to the 
Commissioners of Nuddea and Rajshahye, — (No. 1162-63, dated Fort William, 
the 24th March 1860.) 

SlE, 

The Lieutenant-Governor considers it very essential that the 
objects with which Troops have been sent into some of th^ Districts of 
your Division should in no case be misunderstood ; and that the Officers 
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(^ominaTicling Detachments sent in support of tlie Civil power should 
receive plain instructions, if required to act. 

2. T am directed therefore to request that you will issue to the Magis- 
teu’ial OMiccrs, at whose disposal any Military Force may be placed, 
such orders us may be nccjcssary for their guidance generally, and spe- 
cially with reference to local circumstances. 

3. TJie general object in view is, of course, to repress any breach of 
the peace, aiid to disperse all assemblages likely to lead to a breach of the 
peace, apprehending the leading rioters. But it wdll also be specially in- 
cumbent on the Magistrates of Districts, where the present excitement 
relating to Indigo prevails, to protect effectually person and property in 
any Indigo factories that may be really in danger. The way to do this 
is to keep the country in the neighbourhood of such factories quiet ; and 
this can be done by a small body of Military Police movable in that neigh- 
bourhood, whilst it ccnild not l)e done by any reasonable number of men 
dis})osed in petty stationary f 5 uards posted at the several factories. P)Ut 
if it should be advisable to place a small fixed Guard to protect any par- 
ticular fa(‘tory, such a Guard can always be provided from the District 
Police. On the other hand, it will be incumbent on Magistrates having 
Troops at their disposal, to prevent resort to the unlawful use of force on 
the ]uirt of any impmdent Planter, which in the present state of feeling 
would probably lead to disastrous consequences. 

4. The Troops will, of course, obey the instructions of the Magistrates 
and Siib-Di visional Officers, to support whose authority they arc sent. If 
a bn^acli of the peace occur under the eyes of a body of Military Police, 
in the absence of any Magisterial Officer, the Commanding Officer will 
act, in order to its instant suppression, according to the best of his own 
judgment. 

5. A copy of this letter has been forwarded to the Commandants of 
the i^olicc Battalions from which Detachments have been sent into the 
disturbed Districts. 


Nos. 1166 to 1168. 

Copy forwarded to Captains Kaban, Pughe, and Miles, for information 
and guidance.* 
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From A. 11, Young, E8(^., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to tlio Secretary' 
to the Government of India, Home Department. — (No. 1114, dated 2;jrd 
March 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the ideutenant (lovernor to recjuest that orders 
may be issued for establishing a eoiimunii cation by 'Felegraph with 
Bongong, which can easily be effected by a Junction with the Jcs.sore line 
which passes very close to the Ib^ad (J^uarters of tliat Sub-Division. 

2. It is of great iniportaiiee that the Lieutenant Gov(‘rnor should at 
this particular period be in eonstant and speedy eoniniunieation with this 
part of the country, In Avhich ilie exeiteineiit regarding Indigo culti\alion 
is most prcvahnit. 


From W. Grey, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, to the Deputy 
Superintendent of Electric Telegraphs in India,— (No. 693, dated Council 
Chamber, the i24th March 1860.) 


Sir, 

1 AM directed to forward to you an Extract (para. 1,) of a 
Hoim* Dt'partiiM'nt Klect. Telognu>h. letter from the. (Jovcmimeiit of Bengal, 
and to re(]uc.st that you will give effect to the wishes of tlic Lieutenant 
(xovernor with as little delay as possilde, the sp(‘X*ial service for which the 
new telegraph communication is reejuired being of a very emergent nature. 


No. 647. 

CovY forwarded to the Government of Bengal, with reference to Mr. 
Secretary Young s letter No. 1114, dated the 23rd Instant. 


From D. J. MacNeilb, Joint Magistrate of Bongong, to the Secretary to the Go- 
vernment of Bengal, Calcutta,— No, 3247, —(dated 30fcJi March 1860.) 

The Telegraph Station at this place is established ; tile commu- 
nication is open ; the Sub-Division is quiet. 
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From A. Gjiote, Esq., Commissioner of the Kuddea Division, to the Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal, Fort William,— (No. 82Ct., dated Alipore, the 23rd 
March 1860.) 

Sir, 

As it is of importance that each of the Magistrates of Nuddea 
and Jessorc should have a fe\®Moimtcd Police at the present juncture, 
I have thought it expedient to direct the Magistrate of 24-Pergunnahs to 
send to Kishnaghur and Kaloopole respectively, a party of 3 men from 
the Suburban Force. I have authorized him to supply their place 
with others. 

2. I have also ordered an European constable to go to Kishnaghur 
for temporary employment in the Magistrate’s camp. Tins measure 
seems advisable in consequence of the Magistrate having found business 
impeded by crowds. 


From A. E. Yoxjno, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Commis- 
sioner of Nuddea, — (No. 1188, dated the 24th March 1800.) 

Sir, 

T AM directed to inform you in reply to your letter No. 82, 
dated the 23rd instant, that the Lieutenant-Governgr approves of your 
instructions to the Magistrate of the 24-Pcrgunnahs to send a party of 
3 of his Suburban Mounted Police force to the Magistrates of Nuddea 
and Jessore respectively, and a European Constable for temporary em- 
ployment in the former OfTiccr s camp. 


From A. E. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the OfSciating 
Secretary to the Government of India, Military Department, — (No. 1148, 
dated the 24th March 1860.) 

Sir, 

1 AM directed to request that, with the permission of the Hon’blg 
the President in Council, the services of ‘‘ the Lahore Horse” may be 
placed at the disposal of the Lil?utenant-Governor for employment in 
the districts in which excitement prevails in connection with the cultiva- 
tion of Indigo. Sowars will, in the Lieutenant Governor’s opinion, 
be of great use there. 
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From Major F. D. Atkinson, OfRciating Secretary to tlie Government of 
India, Military Department to tho Deputy Quarter Master General of the 
Army, — (No. 1167, dated Fort William, the 21th of March i860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to request that you will move the General Offi- 
cer Commanding the Presidency Divisi®, to comply with the requisition 
of the Ilon’ble the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal for the services of the 
Lahore Light Horse, for employment in the Districts in which excitement 
prevails connected witli the cultivation of Indigo. 

2. The Officer Commanding the Regiment should be directed to 
place himself in immediate communication with Mr. Young, Secretary to 
Government of Bengal, 


No. 1168. 

Copy of the foregoing forwarded to the Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, for information. 


From A. R. XovNG, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to Captain 
Travers, Commandant Lahore Light Horse, Dum Dum, (No. 1106, dated 26th 
March 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to request that you will proceed with all possible 
despatch to Kishnaghur, with all the elTective mounted men of your corps, 
and that you will report yourself on arrival there to Mr. Grote, whom 
you will find at that station, and from whom you will receive detailed 
instructions for your guidance. 

The general object for which the force under your command is sent to 
Kishnaghur as a centre, is to preserve the peace of the Nuddea and the 
neighbouring districts from being broken. You will of course act on the 
requisition of the Magistrates of the several districts and of Mr. Grote, 
who is the Commissioner and Superintendent of Police of the Division 
comprising those districts. 


57 
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From A. E. Young, Esq., Secretary to tbe Government of Bengal, to the Magis- 
trates of Baraset and Nuddea. — (Nos. 1200 and 1201, dated Fort William, the 
26ih March 1860 ) 

SlE, 

About one hundred of the Lahore Light Horse have been 
ordered to proceed on service ^gbo the Nuddea District, and will march 
from Dum-Dum to Kishnaghur as soon as the necessary arrangements can 
be made. J am to request that you will immediately cause the Nullah 
cros^.iiigs on the route to Kislmaghur, and on the other main lines along 
whicli it may become necessary to send parties of these Horse, to be 
examined and put into good order. 


No. 1202 

(vOPY forwarded to the Commi&sioncr of Nuddea for his information. 


From A. E. Young, Esq., Secretary to tlio Government of Bengal, to the Officiating 
Setretary to the Government of India, Military Department, — (No. 1198, dated 
the 25ih March 1860 ) 

Slu, 

I AH directed to request that, with the permission of the Ilon’blc 
the President in Council, instructions may be issued for the immediate 
preparation of the necessary Camp Equipage and Carriage, and that the 
requisite Coinmissaxiat arrangements may he made, for 100 men and 
horses of the Lahore Light Horse, which the Lieutenant Governor is 
desirous to send to tlic station of Kishnaghur as speedily as possible. The 
service, I am to observe, is urgent, and immediate despatch a great object. 


From Major F. D. Atkinson, Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, 
IMilitary Department, to the Deputy Quarter Master General of the Army, and 
to tho Commissary General,— (Nos. 1212 and 1213, Fort William, the 20th 
March 1860.) 

Sib, 

I AM directed to transmit to you the annexed copy of a letter 
from the Secretary to the Gdl^emment of Bengal, dated 25th March 
18(50, soliciting tlie issue of instructions for the preparation of the 
necessarj Camp Equipage and Carriage, and for the requisite Com- 
missariat arrangements for 100 men and horses of tho Lahore Light 
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Horse, which the Lieutenant Governor is desirous to send to the station 
of Kishnaghur, and to request that immediate arrangements may 
accordingly be made. 

No. 1214. 

Copy of the foregoing forwarded tq^ the Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, in reply to No. 1198 of the 25th instant, for in- 
formation, and with an intimation that the order for the inarch of the 
Troops is sufficient authority for the Commissariat Department to supply 
immediately the Carriage, &c., required. 


From A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Govemniont of Bengal, to the Com- 
missioner of Police, Calcutta,— (No. 1152, dated the 21th March i860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Lieutenant-Governor to reipiest that you 
will be so good as to send sbe good European (hmstables to Kishnaghur, 
and, if possible, four others to Moorshedabad, four to Jessore, and two to 
Baraset. The men sliould be directed to proceed to those Stations with 
all possible dispatch, and to report themselves to the Magistrate of tho 
Districts, under whose orders they will act. 


No. 1153. 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Commissioner of Nuddea. 


No. 1154, 

Ditto to Commissioner of Kajshahye. 


From S. Wauchope, Esq., Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, to the Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal, — (No 190, dated Fort William, the 26th 
March 1860.) 


Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to report that in obedience tojthe instruc- 
tions in your letter No. 1152, of tho 24th instant, I sent that night and 
next morning four Police Serjeants and twelve Constables to ICishnaghuTi 
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Moorsliedabad, Jessore and Baraset. The two men who proceeded to 
Baraset have however been sent back with a letter from the Deputy 
Magistrate in charge, who states that he has no place in which they can 
be accommodated. 


From A. B. Youno, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Commis- 
sioner of Nuddea — (No. 1184, dated the 24th March 1850.) 


Sin, 


I AM directed to inform you that the Lieutenant Governor has 
been pleased to vest the three Officers 
transferred to Nuddea on the 21st instant 
with the powers of Joint Magistrate and 
Deputy Collector in the Districts of Jessore and Baraset, as well as in 


Mr. W. V. 0. Taylor, 
„ W. L. Mackenzie. 
„ C. G. D. Betts. 


Nuddea, in order that you may station them wherever their services 
may be required. 


From A. Gkotf.> Esq., Commissioner of the Nnddea Division, to the Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal, Fort William, — (No. 83Ct,, dated Allipore, the 
23rd March 1860.) 

SiK, 

Yesterday I received a letter from Mr. Skinner, Officiating 
Joint Magistrate of Jessore, in which he reports that after reading the 
late Government Notification to a number of Ryots who came to his tent at 
Kaloopole on the 18th instant, he proceeded to arrest certain parties 
whom he thought it ncces^ry to bind over to keep the peace, and put 
them in charge of some Burkundauzes. “ Directly they began to move 
off,” adds Mr. Skinner, “ the rest of the villagers set up a shout and 
attempted to release them. They further abused me and my Police, and 
the 4valoopole Darogah was almost assaulted. The men, however, were 
taken off b}j, the Burkundauzes and sent to Jessore at once, as further 
proceedings at Kaloopole would have been impossible, there being no 
force nor means of detention.” 

2. The Darogah and the whole Police Force present, including the 
village Chowkeedars, behaved very well on this occasion. 

3. The Detachment under Lieutenant Howard should reach Kaloopole 
in the course of to-morrow, or day after to-morrow. Mr. Molony will 
,have joined Mr. Skinner's Camp the day before yesterday, and I have 
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directed him to take vigorous measures to bring to punishment tlv^ 
leaders of the mob who resisted Mr. Skinner. 

4. Lieutenant Duff’s party should have reached Damoorlioodah 
yesterday. 1 have a demi-official from Mr. Maclean dated yesterday, in 
wdiich he informs me that no disrespect wliatcver has been shown to Police 
authority in liis Sub-Division. There had been some ferment in Mr. 
Herschers tent at^Chitoll when the Notllicatlon was read, and as this was 
attributed to Mr Forlong’ s presence, Mr. Ilcrschcl thought it neces- 
sary to ask him to retire. In doiiig tliis, it seems to me Mr. Ilcrschcl 
dul not show his usual judgment, for any concession by the Authorities 
to mob clamour at the present moment is of course to be deprecated. 

P. S. — AYitli reference to your letter No. 1081, dated the 22nd instant, 
I beg to state for the information of Government, that I yesterday re- 
quested Captain Rahan to march with all his remaining available force 
to Kishnaghur, from which centre I can detach him wherever he is most 
wanted, 

2. He leaves to-day with 60 men, all that he enn muster till Captain 
Miles’ Corps comes to relieve his standing Guards, when about 100 more 
men will follow. 

3. 1 have this moment received tlic enclosed original letter, dated 
21st instant, from the Magistrate, which 1 beg may be r<'turncd. With 
reference to its 11th para, it might be well to warn the Wing of a Regi- 
ment at Barrackporc to be ready for service — but 1 believe that the 
Military Police parties now in the field will prove su(]ieitmt to check any 
tendency on the part of the villagers to become aggressive. If the pro- 
posed Bill pass to-morrow, the first feeling on tlie latter’s part will doubtless 
be one of disappointment and incilgnation, and for this I am quite prepared. 

4. The present Military arrangements may be summarized as follows : 

Lieutenant Howard with 50 men, at Kaloopole. 

Jemadar Sobhan Khan with 53 men, at Bongong. 

Lieutenant Duff with 80 men, at Damoorlioodah. 

Lieutenant Robertson with 50 men, at Meherpore. 

Captain Raban with the remainder of liis Corps (about 150) and 
Lieutenant Baker of 4th Battalion with 100 (I believe, but the Govern- 
ment orders went direct to that Officer) at Kishnaghur. 

Major Miles’ Head Quarters from Midnapore to relieve Captain Raban 
at Alipore. 
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t, 5, There are thus 230 men actually out, and a reserve at Kishnaghur 
of 250, wherefrom to draw fresh parties* More, in my opinion, is not 
wanted at present. 


From W. J. Herschel, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of ISTuddea, to the Commis- 
sioner of Circuit, Nuddea Division, -^(No. 81, dated Nud(|ca, the 21st March 
1860.) 

Sir, 

Having returned from Damoorhooda this morning, T have 
the honor to sul)mit a special report on the })resent state of the District, 

2. During tlic time 1 was there, I lieard nothing from the South of 
the District to cause any doubts as to the continuance of peace. On the 
19th 1 received a note from Mr. Larmour, saying that his Assistant Mr. 
Campbell had l)C(in again driven away by the villagers with a threat that 
his head would be In’okcn if ho came again. From the Thannah, I hear 
that Mr. (^ampbell’s Amecn had reported that on going to measure lands 
(I know they took no force witli them) two villagers liad come out and 
wnrn(‘d Mr. Campbell oil’. Mr. Campbell has made no complaint. 
While on the spot I had told Mr. Larmour and the Ilyots that if the 
Assistants went to measure and they ordered them off they must go. 
I consider that Mr. ('amj)bell was testing tlie feelings of the llyots, and 
that the latter had learnt a proper lesson from tlie punishment lately 
inflicted, and had strlctlynobeycd me in simj)ly warning Mr, Campbell olF. 

3. 1 have to-day received a report from the Goburdangali Darogah 

dated 2()th, to tlie effect that 

* Ho ropovH tliat tlio ProHaiuntion has lioon m*civ4^<l ■, . n t 

thove with hosit.itioii, amt that h(' finds il difficult to nC lOCJUllCS more 1 OllCO Hur- 
niaininiii due icspcct by this authojity. T have to-day ni,nf1aiir,ne * 
wntton to him that amUi tho suppoit of tho Police Pat- ivuiujau/.t h. 

talion now c» to Boiip;oiif<, he will find that if ho a TPUrt Nr^r+h hn+tor 

attends to niy lab ouUi imposing alisolute silence on * ^ lis Hotter. 

tUe . xpcbiUon of tl... Proclamation ho ]\|„ dcmi-ofEcials -will have 
Will fiuf tho llyots att<'iitiv<‘ ami obedient. 

informed you that the Pro- 
clamation hasibecn eagerly received, and that tlie Eyots take their stand 
\ipon it. 

5. I have also mentioned that on one occasion, in receiving petitions, 
a party who wished to put in a razeenama were swept away by the 
crowd, and that Mr. Maclean had to go among them to set them free* 
I have also mentioned that on the 19th, when closing Cutcherry and pre- 
paring to take petitions, a note from Mr. Skinner, brought by a peon 
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frorri his Camp, informed me that he had arrested some of a crowd wh# 
got uproarious in front of his tent, and that the arrest was not easily 
effected. That at the same time one of the principal Ryots of Joyram- 
pore was brought up before Mr. Maclean under arrest on a warrant 
from eJessore, which is complained of as illegal and unueccssarlly severe. 
That on taking petitions the crowd got excited at seeing one Gopee 
Dutt, Mr. Forlong’s Gomashta, a man detested by the Ryots, standing 
among my Amlah, and that the noise becoming too great to be heard, and 
happening not to have any Police with me tliat day, I had to disj)erse 
the assembly by first sending the Planter’s party away and then by dis- 
tributing copies of the Proclamation. Tlie crowd were a good deal 
excited also at some villagers who put in xazeenamas. They were 
restrained by tlieir own leaders, but broke up very slowly. 

6. I have now to report that I remained till next evening (yesterday) 
to watch the result of this, having meanwhile sent orders to Kishnaghur 
for 50 men to march out of their lines ready to start at three hours’ 
notice, under Lieutenant J. Dufi*. i>etter arrangements were made for 
receiving petitions and distributing the Proclamation, and though the 
crowd was an unusually large one, it behaved tliroughout (in the pre- 
sence of two Burkundazes and yesterday’s Cluiprassecs) with as much 
order and respect as in the Sadder Station. 

7. 1 learnt yesterday from Greeschundcr, 1st grade Darogah, that 
the arrest of the Joyrampoor Putneedar had been effected with perfect 
ease in the daj'-time. By an accident he been sent back from 
Camp to the Darogah at Joyrainporc to be forwarded to Jessore. Ills 
friends came and asked for his release on bail, which 1 refusfid as beyond 
my power to grant, but after the occurrences at Kaloopole and my own 
Camp that evening, I did not feel sure how far the Joyrampore Ryots 
might he tempted on his re-appearance. I therefore sent an order to 
the Darogah to send him into Kishnaghur, pending a reference to M{. 
Skinner for bail. This order has completely removed the irrita^tion in 
Joyrampore. 

8. 1 yesterday received a note from Mr, Hoyle, a Railway employee. 
He complains of Ids being made to suffer for the fault of the Indigo 
Planters, his supplies being stopped by the villagers. I regret this, as I 
had noticed with pleasure that the Railway Authorities had been remark- 
ably impartial in their conduct. Passing up the line the^they day, I noticed 
especially the quiet and contented behaviour of the Railway coolies. 
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9. Dui'ing the last three days also several letters have been received 
from Planters, stating tliat tlicir servants have been prevented from 
going to the villages to colIc(‘.t rents, and, as I stated in my last, it is 
efjrtain that many of them Jiave had to borrow money for the Govern- 
ment demand. 

10. The reports of villagers assembling arc also more numerous than 
before, and tlie circumstances reported by the Police are not absolutely 
frc(^ from an aggressive tendency. 

11. 1 liavo not hitherto laid very much stress on these assemblies, 
nor on the unproved statements of Planters. I have endeavoured to form 
my opinion solely on proved facts, and from them to judge the proper 
moment for the exhibition of military force. I now think tlic moment 
has arrived. 

12. Tlie Ryots though settled in their determination not to sow, have 
I think fell a check to a violence which was beginning to exhibit itself, and 
all that now remains to be done is, T think, to support the cause of order by - 
a more than usually imposing force. 1 say more than usually because 
I cannot conceal from myself that the passion of the day, though checked 
among the Ryots, still exists; and that the Planters, who have hitherto 
been deterred from the open use of force by the hopelessness of the 
attempt, have lately shown signs of despair. 

13. I have deferred proposing this measure later perhaps than I 
would have done had it not been for the unfortunate fact that Govern- 
ment was believed to bfve an interest in the question other than it really 
has. To send out Military immediately on the issue of the Proclamation 
would, I am sure, have been misunderstood ; 1 had hoped still to have put 
this application off for a few more days, hut I do not think it safe. 

14. In proportion as 1 have deferred it, so also must he the force now 
shown, and 1 Avould therefore recomn^nd that not less than 500 of the 
Military Police be placed at my disposju immediately, and that preparations 
be made for throwing 500 more into the Zillah on a further call, also that 
100 Cavalry be sent to me as early as possible. They will be of more use 
than 500 Infantry ; 75 men of the 6th Bengal Military Police leave to-night 
for Damoorhoodah, which they will reach to-morrow morning. 

15 . I enclose copy of a vernacular Order just issued to the Police, 

16. I have indented for a large supply of copi^ of the Proclamation. 



( ) 


From R. Youmg, Fs(^, Secrofary to tlio Goreramont of Doa^al, to A. Obotb^ 
Esq,, Coiumissioacr of tkc Nuddoa JDivis^a,— ( jSo. 1*211, dated the 2Gtli 
iVlarch 18G0. 

SlU, 

I AM (lirect(Ml by the Lieutenant Oovemor to aeknoM’ledgc 
the recHupt of your letter No. dated the 23rd instant with Its 

cneloMire, reporting ecrlain oeeurrenees in rlessore and Nuddeu ec>ii- 
iieeted with the existing exeitenieut in tliose Districts. 

2. The Lieutenant (lovernor desirCvS that you will cause to be 
convened to tlie Kaloopole Darogah and to his Loliee his satisfaction 
at tJieir good conduct on tin? oeeasioji oi the arrest and attempted rescue 
of eenaiu persons wdioiu tlic Magistrate Mr. Slvlnner liiul ordered to be 
S(mt into the Station. If the j^arogali’s onieiul eluiraeter is generally good, 
you are authorized to promise him early ])roinotion in recognition of 
his good hehavionr ; and yon will be so good as to bestow a suitable money 
reward to th(' Police l>urkundanzes and the village Chowkeedars whose 
good eoiiductyou ha\ c reported. 

3. Had the prisoners heen rescued and had Mr. Skinner been forced 
to retire, the eonse<piences might have been very bad. This oeeui rcuieo 
shoAVs the nee(‘ssity of giving every Magist(‘rial odiecr, acting alone, in 
this tinu‘ of exeilemeiit, a small body of Military Police; to be at Jjaiid to 
sup])ort his autliority and to enforce the execution e>f Jiis orders. You 'will 
be so good as to arrange accordingly. 

4. AVith refcnnice to the letter from ]\Ir. llcrsehel, the Ojliciating Ma- 
gistrate of Nuddea, to your address. No. 81, date<l the 21 si Instant, 1 am to 
Lufonn you that Sub- Liemteiuiut Raker, \vith a party of bO iTi(?n of the De- 
tachment of the 4th Police Ihitlalioh linden* his eoinmanel at llooghly and 
all the available men of, the (ith Rattaliem, have heen already sent into the 
Nuddea District. Applicatieui has likewise been made fen troops^ (ror» 
Barrackpore for the iminediate relief of Captain Baban’s (inards consisting 
of somewliat more than 100 men on duty in (hdemtta, and as soon as these 
mem arc relieived tlmy will he sent also to the same District. By this 
means Nuddea and its borelcrs wdll liave been supplied with about 500 
men of the 6th and 60 of the 4th Pediee Battalion. 

5. Tt aj)penrs to thelden tern ant (rovernor that eTcssorc is not sufii- 
eiently supplieel wlth^Military INdice, but Majejr Miles tftiel the Head 
Quarters of the 4^11 Battalion are expected at the Presidency from 
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"Midnapore tins evening. On their arrival a Detachment of them will be 
sent immediately to Mr. Moloiiy in Jessore. 

6. The Lieutenanl-tdovernor has obtained from the Government of 
India the services of the i^ahore Liglit Horse, about 100 strong, now at 
Dum-Dum, and this force will be sent immediately to the Districts where 
the excitement prevails. There arc no more horse in Bengal. IVo 
troops of Adlam’s Police Sowars have been called down froxn Behar, but 
they cannot be in Bengal for some da 3 ’^s. 

7. The original enclosure of your letter is herewith returned as re- 
quested. 


Prom A. 11. Young, Esq., Socrciaiy to the Government of Bengal, to the Command- 
ant of the 4th Bengal Police Battalion,— (No. 1252, dated the 27th March 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Lieutenant Governor to request that you 
will Immediately send for Lieutenant Smith of your Battalion from 
Burdwan, and instruct him to proceed witli 50 men to join Afr. Alolony , the 
[Magistrate of fJessore, who is in tlie neigliboiirhood of Kaloopole. 
Lieutenant Smith .should be direct(‘d to march via Bongong, where 
probably he will receive instructions from Air. Alolony. If not he will 
proceed on towards Kaloopole and will hear from Air. Alolony on the 
road. 


No. 12534. 

Copy forwarded to the Inspector of Police Battalions for information. 
Ditto to the Commissioner of Nuddea for ditto. 


Prom A. B. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Magis- 
trate of Jessore, — (No. 1259, dated the 27ih Alarch i860,) 

Sir, 

1 AM directed to forward for your informtion a copy of a 
letter this day addressed to the Commandant of the 4th Bengal Police 
Battalion, from which you wall observe that a D^chinent of that Batta- 
ion has been ordered to join you as speedily asp^sible. Y^ou will be so 
good as to send ihstructions to meet tlie Officer vommauding this De - 
Itachment at Bongong if possible. 
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From 'A (^rotf, Esq , Commissioner of tlio Nnd<len Division, to tlio Secretary to 
tU(‘ G or ernment of Be]j^ml,—(>ro. 1, dated, Kislinagliur, the •2()th ]\Jarch 1800.) 

SlU, 

I r*i:G lo sii})mlt tlio Magistrate of ^luhlea’s 4lli \A’'oek- 

ly report, clalcd 2Gth Instant and an extract as fullo^\^ from a demi-onicial 
dated ycdorday, from ^Ir. l\lolouv, wlio is miw ocainped at Soobodiiec in 
Thannali Kuloopole. ; — 

“ I liii\e jud letuiued from a lide In and ahnul Skinner couMdored 
(lie norst \Illages a\]ioii Ik^ came out. ''riune nas none of the excitement 
‘Mliat lie mentions and the peo])lc nil a])])eared to be engaged in their 
“ u mil pnrMiits. ddjey are ca idently wtu ering and don’t exactly know wbat 
*Mbey n ill do \ <'t ; they informed me that they had sent a dt‘piilation 
to (’alcutia ‘>ome tluco or four days a^o, and that they were' porfeetly 
ready to i^ibey the (ioA ernment orders to •^ow ii It was gi^ on. T explained 
to tluan that if tlu'V ^^c^e under ad^auees they mnst of course be expeet- 
“ ed to \\oik tlu'in otf, and that tlovernment could not possibly approve 
oi llieir present atiem])t to bioak existing engagements. They beliavod 
“in a\ery oivleily and (juiet manner, rjuite dillenmt from what they did 
“ wlum Skiinler came. It ‘'eemed to me that tlnw had committed them- 
“ teUes to a line of conduct under the false representation of the 
“ A\ifc.hes of fJovernmenl, and did not first know liow to back out of it. 
“ They j^aid they thought they must do as others, and alluded to llie 
“ Burograin. ” (rlyrampoii*). Tlu^y all had the same answer at first when 
“ advcd wliethcr they wei(‘ going to sow Dasjurn jalia hare taha amora 
“ kovlho^ which showed that ilicy looked somewhere for an example. 

2. lam (juite satisfied with the arrangements whleli have been made. 
Captain Tkaban has be('ii requested to fill up from Head Quarters the 
number of men who have been drafted from Lieut. Duff’s party to Haut 
Eolcah, where there is some public money in the Camp of the Superin- 
tendent of Niiddca rivers. 

3. File Magistrate is right to watch the proceedings of the several 
parties named in his report. T have myself warned Baboo Sham Chuuder 
Pal Chow^dcree. The appearance of the new Law will, I expect, put an 
end to all further agitation. 

4. Tlu' Darogah has not yet reported the result of his enquiries into the 
complaint of JMr. Hoyle iMI Eailway Engineer. The demonstration wliicli 
caused him to leave his Camp was not in any way directed against him. 

P, 5. — May I request the return of the original enclosures of this 
and previous letters. 
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4th, Weehhj Report on the state of the huVajo districts in A^uddea, fo> the 
iceek endhuj 2 Uh Marvk 1860. 

Since the date of my special report notliiug whatever lias occurred (so 
far as rejiurtc'd) in dislurhanec of the peace. 1 reeajiiiulatc the events of the 
AVC(‘.k. IVojn the Soutli of the district rejKirts are now favorable. During 
the first part the Darogali reported tliat he was not heated with the res- 
pect that ]u‘ k)()ked for, and that the Proclamation was not attended to. 
^fr. I, aimour’s letters were to tlie same eflect. Tiie tone of tlu'se rejiorts 
changed towards the latter part of the wx‘<‘L. 'J he Pyols being reported 
(piieteraiid conciliatory. 

2. Pi’om tile North tlie occurrenccs^during the first part of the w'eek 
were rather more serious than hitherto and some symptoms of unvihuu'^s 
on th(‘- part of the llyots began to sliew theinsehes. On Monday I was 
oliligcal to linaik up CutclnuTy in c()use(iuence of the violent demeanour of 
the crowd towards Mr. borlong’s Aiulah. d he crowd mnnbert'd con- 
siderably above a thousand and being unattended save by my Culcherry 
peems, I did not think it prudent to run a risk of a rescue similar to that iir 
curred by thcfloint Magistrate of di'Ssore witli a Darogah at his side. 

8. d'he. next day a still larger crowM assembled but the presence of 
tAvo lhannah burkundaz(‘S and a better arrangement of proceedings main- 
tained perfect order. The principal s])eakers too among the Pyots ab- 
sented themselves. 

4. On receipt of Mr. Skinners letter on the Ibth 1 had directed 
Lieutenant DulF to hold himself in readiness to march with 50 men to 
Damoorhoodali ; on the 2()th 1 received a letter there from INIr. Hoylea 
Railway Liigineer, sliewing that he was also lieing draAvn into the (|uaiTel, 
his supplies having been stopped by the neighbouring village and he him- 
self having left the place. 4’his determined me to order out the Military 
police and to ap)ply lor reinforcements which T did on my arrival 
in the station on the 21st. Lieutenant Dull’ 1 found had the same day 
received orders from yourself to marcli out 80 men to Damoorhoodah 
and be lc‘ft Avilh them that evening camping near Damoorhoodah next day. 

5. There arc four or five men in the zillah whose conduct 1 have 
been Avatching from some time past. They arc Syam Chunder Pal 
Phoudliery of Eanagh^t, who having a quarrel with Mr. Larmour has been 
using his poAver,as Zumcendar to prevent his Eyots from sowing for Mr. 
Larmour. This example has acted unfavourably on the neighbourhood, 
and particulary in Habeebul Hosain, another Zemindar. The latter has 
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now Villidrawn liis opposition. C)n a report Irom Mr. MacliU'n stat* 
In^* that ilie leadL'r of the Joyrain])ore Ivyots, Ihnnniltou Moiilik hasr 
boon down to tlio lionso of Sre^’ 0 ])jd (nnaiuing prol)a!)ly Syam(‘luintk'r) 
1 S('iit to Iiave liiin. and, if SyanudiujulcT was in tin* lioiis(‘, liini also 
anvst('d. Daronah reports neither of tlaon to have Ix'en there hut 

to hold S\aiin(‘hnn<h'r in elieek. I have sent tlio Di'pnly May;istrali‘ oi 
Santipore to IJanaylait with ord<‘rs to arr(‘st Syain ( himder on the lirst 
sipiis f)f intriLfiu' Ix'ina; carried on. 

ti. The ju'xt is Raniruttun Mouliek, the man whose conduct is com- 
plaiiuMl of ))y tlie des-<ore Authorities. Their ij^'rounds ol c,(un])Iaint hav(^ 
not been (VouuniiiiicahMl to me, ami 1 can only say, th('r(‘lore, that tlui 
warrant is^iuMl ay;ainst him and two ot his brothers is hi^inus; exi*(‘ut(‘d, oiu^ 
of tiui three haA’inui; hemi anV'^tcMl. 'Thi' iutliumc('> ot nu‘u is <‘on^i- 

d(‘rahh\ and both Mr. Maclean and his Volict' ar(‘, watehiny; tlunn most 
can'fully, hut hitlu'rto nothinn; tan^'ibh* has turmal up. [ hav(' r(a|U('stt‘(l 
Mr. Molonytolet im* know what evidiuice has Ix^am obtaim'd. ^ are 

lhitu(a*dars of floyramjion* ami the Loek('nathpore ( \)uecni bolds luidcr 
them as Izaradars and between tlie twT) tlien'. is a ({uarrc‘1. 

7. T]u‘ tlilrd is Brhidabun Sirkar a man gcmerall y des<‘ril)ed a-s pntifna- 
eions. He has a (juanvl witli Mr. Clarke, of Ivhalhohai, whose i?yots 
]iav(i so far nMnaimnl indiflin'ent spectators of the disputes n'oiiin- on (‘ise- 
where. ISo partieular charge is pref(nT(‘d ('xe('pt opposition to Mr. 
Clarke, ami 1 luive no reason to supposi^ tluit lie has any olliei* ol)jcet than 
tlie ])r(‘servatIon of his own interests. His conduct, h<;wcver, is also l)eing 
closed y watednsb 

8. The founli Is Raimnohiin Moiter, of Meherpore, n, ndeased ])rIsoncr, 
whom Mr. Platts has alrcaidy recc'ived orders to arrest on tlui liist indic'a- 
lliUi of introaguc. He is, 1 think, a more dangerous charaeter llitui 
Brimlahun Sirkar. 

b. Tluu'e is one other man whose motions arc being observed, "Afoliesh 
Chunder Chatterjee, a Sirkar of Ram Itutton, Royt of J(‘ssore. ddiis man 
speaks itnglish, and is a man of considerable edueaioii and notoric'ty. He 
would bo, I think, most dangerous of the live as a leader, but iuds behaving 
cautiously, and Mr. Maelcan is cpiite a^vare of the importunec of wutehijig 
liim at Damoorhooda. 

10. On the whole, I think a warning attitude is all that is absolutely 
required in dealing with these men, and that severe mca^Lires^arc likely to 
add to the difficulties of giving fair play to the new Law. 
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II. At the same linio I am prepared on the first proof of continued 
aetivity on their side to ]>la(*o the ofFeiiders under arrest. 

Vitk. The Vlllu^jfcrs ref^iiire roiiirher treatment and I have pro]iil)ited 
their nu)vlna»‘ more tlum fi\e f(><j;'ot]ier from one vilLi^i>e to another. 

Whtli. I }iavt‘ now the following force posted as ])clow: — 
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In the Station, Capt. Ttabaii. 

,, l/u‘\it. Ivaker, 

At Damoorhoodah, Ifieut. DufF, ... 
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P, *S. — 1 enclose Mr. Maclean's report (copy) giving some additional 
particulars. 

W. J. ITeksciiel, 

2 CM March 18 GO. Ojffiriallng Magistrate. 


Weekly JReport on the State of the Indigo Districts, from March 11th 
to 2ith, Suh-Dlclsion. of Damoorhoodah. 

Tiiannaii ITuiidee. 

A demonstration was made on the night of the IGtli March, by the 
villagers of • Kalhlosspore, Kumulpore and Gobinpore, a preliminary 
incpilry by the Kaib Darogah imputed the proceeding on the part of 
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the Ryots to an impression that the Factory of Puikpura against which 
the demonstration was made, had seized their cows. 1, however, 
directed the Darogah to inquire personally into the case, and also the 
facts alluded to hy Mr. Hoyle, of the Eastern Bengal Railway. 

Mr. Tripp, of Bamondee, complained that his siity stack at Akuh- 
pore was destroyed hy a lire, the work of incendiaries. Flie charge 
was made against the Kusakondec Villagers, but as I learn from the 
Police reports only suspicion and no proof is olfered by the Factory. 

The IS^orthcrn part of this Thannah is ratlicr unsettled, and 1 liave 
therefore requested Lieutenant Dull’ to (hjtavh a Kative Officer, and 
30 men to Hat Bolia, a position from which any portion of the 
Bamondee and DooJ’gaporc or J(n’adoh Concerns can be speedily 
reached. 

Thannah Damoouhoodah. 

Tills Thannah lias settled down. Tlie petitions are now C()mpara- 
tively few, and T have heard of no assemblages of any sort. Jdcutenant 
Duff, and 00 men arc stationed at Lamoorhoodah. 

Thannah fiowHL’T(j un(;e. 

A few villages in this Thannah arc connected with tlie league sup- 
posed to exist. Their behaviour, however, lias not ])e<;n in any way 
opposed to })ublic traiKjiillity. I do not tliink that the state of these 
TJiunnahs is on the whole less sutisfactory than at tlie close of last 
week. No attempts have been made on eitliei* side to resort to force, 
and 1 am confident that the presence*, of the Thdlce Battalion, together 
with tlie operation of the antieijaited Law, will restore these Districts 
to their usual quiet. 

During the past week, the eloint Magistrate of Jessorc sent a wamint 
for the arrest of 3 of the principal rloyramporc Putnidars. Ram Button, 
Rammohiin and Greesh Mouliks. The two former have eluded captuj^, 
though on my visit to Joyrampore they both came freely to my tent. 
They arc charged with intention to break the peace, but I am not 
avrare from any facts brought to my knowledge, tliat they have 
done more than foment the quarrel between the factory and tlie Ryots. 
This was I believe at first done on private grounds and without any idea 
that the movement would attain its present dimensions. 

(Signed) A. T. Maclean, 

2he iAili March 1860. Assistant Magistrate^ 
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From A. K. VorN*;, S;’»*r,*t?iry to tlio Govornmoiit of ‘non^al, to ( iie'Coin- 
iiiirtbioncr of JSudtloa,— (iNo. l'J7o, dated the March 1800.) 

SlKj 

I AM rlirectc<l to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1 
of yesterday’s date;, submitting reports from the iMagistrutes of Nuddea 
and tJessoT’c, regarding tlio present state of those parts of the two Dis- 
tri(*ts In whidi the Indigo excitement prevails, and the measures taken 
by (liose otlieers to settle the minds of the Ilyots and to prevent any 
disturbance*. 'Fhese re] ants arc satisfactory. 

AVith rcfereiu‘(‘- to what is remarked al)out the new Law the Lieutenant 
Governor trusts that its (‘thuds will be as good as it is antlcijjated that 
llu'y will be. Butll. is (juitci ])ossible that in some places tlie Law may 
disa])})olnt sonn*. e-ultivators, Nsliost* minds for a niomcjit may become 
irritated and exeiled ; and it is al)solutely ue(u‘ssary that wlieiiever there 
is the least ebanet) ot‘ this, a j>arty of liorse ov oC llu^ Military Pollee (and 
a. very small party inde('d is s(‘eu to be always 'enougli fur one plaex*) 
must, be near at liand. In a casc^of this nature, seeing the sort of 
p('ople and the sort of buding, w(‘ have to deal with, it is an obj(u*t not 
only to l>e prepared, but to show that we arc in cveny c(uarter. Tliere 
is now an ade«|uate fovee in the exeited Distriets, or on tlio way to them ; 
and if this fore(! is properly distributed, the jncservation of order may 
be regarded as scciu*e(l. 

Tlie 1/ieut(*riant Governor desires that you will carefully avoid the 
error of ehibbing a comparatively large body of men, wbctlier of liorse 
or foot, at onc])lace, sueh for example as Kishnagliur. For the sort of 
effeet retjuired at jireseut a nuieh larger number of mcni at Kislinaghur 
than sulhees for the protection of the nciglilxntrhood of that spot, would 
not be very mueb more useful tlian at Calcutta. 

^ A party of the Inhorc Horse which lias been ordered to proceed to 
Kislinaghur must be dctaclicd to bo at the disposal of the Magistrate of 
Jessove. 

You aieof course aware that the new Law must be worked, not only 
or mainly at Suddor Stations, but in the interior and in the neighbourhood 
of every place where recourse to it is at all likely to be Jiad by Planters, 
or wbero Planters arc at all likely to attempt imlawful violence in order 
to avoid the lu'ccsslty of having recourse to it. 

The original enclosures of your letter are herewith returned. 
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From A. Grotk, Esq., Commissioner of llie Nuddea Division, to the Secretary to 
the Government of Eengal, Fort William — (No. S5Ct., dated Allipore, tho 
3rd April I860.) 

SiK, 

1 BEG to submit herewith the Niuldca Magistrate’s last Weekly 
Eeport on the state of liis District. This brings up his narrative to the 
31st, on whicli date I left Kishnaghur. 

2. I directed Mr. Herschel to issue an order to the cilect explained 
in his 4th para. I found that in several cases of maltieatment of factory 
servants, the latter were handed over to tlie Police on a charge some- 
times to the eflcct merely that they had l)een found trespassing in the 
village. The impression on the villagers’ part that the factory people 
had no business in their villages was the coiiscipience in some measure 
of the Muddud Purwanahs wliieh the Magistrates were in the habit 
of issuing on the llyots’ petitions some montlis ag(n 

3. During the week that 1 have been at Ivislmaghur I have seen 
several of the leading Planters of the District. None of these gentle- 
men ajipi’clicnd any aggressive act on tlie part of the villagers or 
admit that there are grounds for such apprehensions. — Who arc the 
writers of the alarming and exaggerated reports which from time to 
time apjiear in tlie public pajicrs I could not ascertain ? Ecsidents at 
the Kishnaghur Station, I found, knew nothing of many of tlic occur- 
rences therein communicated till the (’alcutta papers came in. 

4. Some of the Nundiinporc Kyots petitioned me to the purport of the 
petitions so many of which have been before Government. The Ryots, 
who were perfectly tractable and reasonable, denied stoutly that they 
were under advance, and asserted eaimestly their wishes to abandon tludr 
connexion with the factory as an unprofitable one. The effect of the 
order just published in accordance Avithyour letter dated 27th ultimo, 
No. 1273, which directs the Police to explain to the people the provi- 
sions of the new Law, will probably he to make all these parties sow 
Indigo for this year, but the very coercion Avhich is now as a special 
measure being applied, will make their aA^ersion to Indigo cultiA^ation 
stronger than ever. 

5. The Planters quite see this, and all those gentlemen that I have 
met are prepared for a reform of the present system. 

6. I take this opportunity of submitting in original .a letter from 
Mr. Collis, with its enclosure from Mr. Mcares, which the former geutle- 

59 
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man has requested me to lay before Government with reference' to the 
remarks made on Mr. Mearcs’ conduct in the Nuddea Magistrate’s Weekly 
Report dated 18th ultimo. I have not that report before me to refer to, but 
if Mr. Hcrschel omitted in it to mention that Mr. Mearcs had offered 200 
Rupees to the r)oodh})ettec villagers it was either from inadvertence or 
because he considered the offer inadequate, which he did. He accepted 
perhaps too readily the statement of the villagers as to the amount of 
property destroyed by the lire. 

7. Mr. ^Molony’s demi-official daily reports have throughout the week 
been fovourable. He lias warrants out against one or two parties, who 
liavc he thinks committed themselves by collecting money from the vil- 
lagers witli a view to carrying on the agitation against Indigo cultivation. 


r>/A WeAdy Report on the State of the Indigo Districts in Zillah Nuddea^ for 
the Week emling Zlst March IHQO, 

The District has been comparatively quiet througliout the week. 

2. My Suh-Dl visional rej)orts arc not yet in ; they will contain nothing 
l)eyond what 1 can now report, except details of a few slight encounters 
hctweeii tlio two parties, principally on the question of cattle trespass, or 

attachment of crops or other zemindaree matters. 

The result in, I believe, every case has been that the Planters’ 

? -rvants liavc been beateji or sent prisoners to the Thannah, but in no 
l eso has any dangerous bodily harm been done. (In one, which occur- 
;'.‘d last week, a Pyadah had his eyebrow cut open and four teeth 
!: nocked out.) 

4. This result however lias compelled me to issue an order to the 
I'olicc which shall at all events enable a Planter as Zemindar to send his 
‘ 'Wants into a village without the certainty of their heads being broken. 

1 have no fear that the order vrill be abused. The Ryots have clearly 
exceeded their rights in ejecting the agents of their Landlords, and the 
Litter Jiavc a clear claim to the support of the Police. 

5. Mr. Platts at Kurreempore mentions in a semi-weekly letter that 

I r. Sibbald had reported one riotous assembly, and the accounts from 

; [r. Tripp’s villages are taking the same form as has been the case in 
..l.uost every Concern hitherto. But these are the only two places in 
\ Inch the .feeling is reported hotter than before. This, I believe, is only 
because it began there later. In all other directions it is cooling down. 
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In tlie* South Indeed everything is reportet^as quiet as usual, and the 
Kyots are said to be prepared to sow, but from jMr. MacNeil 1 hear 
that petitions are being put in by the Ryots. The prospect of a settle- 
ment there, though not certain, is decidedly hopeful. 

6. The villages in Mr. Tripp’s line engage at present the most atten- 
tion, and a party under Lieutenant Robertson of 30 men has-been inarch- 
ed from Mchnrporc to Bainoondec in consecpiciice, and a similar party 
from Dahmoorhoodah under a Jemadar to Ilat-Boleah. The reports of 
the last two days are more favorable. 

7. The Planters have to some extent been engaging lattials lately, but 
I am contident that the object of this lias been merely self-protection, and 
that in the presence of the Military a number of men will bo dismissed. 

8. Some of the leading men among the Ryots have been in to the 
station at my call, and have engaged to quiet their followers. Rum- 
Tutton has not yet been caught, though tvvdec traced apparently to and 
from Calcutta. The Joyrampore villagers say they^ will pay up the ])cualty 
rather than sow. This they may perhaps do, as Mr. Mcares tells me 
their cash advances at present arc very small, but J doubt vliether the 
example will be followed on a large scale. 

9. l^fr. Platts has obtained direct proof of instigation against one man 
whom he has arrested in consequence. I shall report on this case when 
completed. 

10. The new Law will commence working on the first petition. 
]\Ir. Mackenzie has joined at Hadrah. Mr. Taydor will be at Dahmoor- 
hoodah on Wednesday. Mr. Betts has gone to Jessorc. 

11. The following ib the present disposition of the forces in camp 
in this Zillah : — 

Bengal Military Police. 


Damoorhoodah, 80 Men under Lieut. Duff. 

Hat-Boleahy Mr Tripp’s 


line, 

30 


11 

Jemadar. 

Bamoondee, ditto ditto, ... 

30 


11 

Lieut. Robertson. 

Meherpore, 

50 


11 

Jemadar. 

Hadrah, 

60 


11 

Lieut. Baker. 

Bongong, 

50 

»> 

11 

Soubdr,*Soobhan Khan. 


300 
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Lahoke Light IIorsk. 
March tomorrow as below. 


Damoorhooflali, 30 Sabres imdcr (^apt. Travers, with staff. 

Soobdliee, in Je«?sorc, 30 „ „ Lieut. 

Kiirrecnt[K)re, 20 „ „ Lieut. 

Kishnaghur, 20 „ „ Serjeant, at 

my own disposal. 


W. J. llEKsrnnE, 

KiSTINAGIIUU, OjficlaVniij .\f(fijL^tratc 

Ls'^ 18G0. j 


From S. E. Coins, Esq,, io A. GtRote, Esq., Commissioner of Nuddea, -(dated 
Calcutta, the Slat March 18 GO.) 

Sir, 

With reference to the as‘^ertlon made by ^Ir. ITerschel to you 
of tlic state of the Distiict from the 17th to the 24th of March, which 
vas read out on Saturday last at the me^‘ting of the L('gislative Counclh 
and which is as follows — In regard to the Doodhpettcc fire T regret to 
«ay that Mr. Mearcs has shown no desire to remove the su'^picion of the 
Kyots against the factory, a suspicion resting on grounds much stronger 
than in the Kadjoora case against the Lyots,” — 1 have the honor to 
forward an extract of a letter from Mr. M^ares to me. I liave also just 
received a letter from Mr, Tvveedie, the Manager of the Lokenauthpore 
Division of the Concern, in which he states as follows ; “ At this sea^^on 
the liyots are in the habit day and night of burning the chaff and refuse 
of their cold weather crop, and they arc most careless as to the spot 
chosen for doing so, usually just where it happens to be : the consequence 
is tni* fires arc freepent, and were the factory people to be responsible 
for them all, tlicy would be in constant liot water.” As to Mr. Meares 
giving no assistance in the matter, he distinctly told Mr. Hcrschel he 
would give 1,000 Rs, to find out the culprit, and would give the 
Ryots 200 Es. to assist them in building up their houses. Mr. Tweedio 
goes on to statcj “as to the number of houses burnt, only six Ryots’ 
houses were burnt and every little outhouse and cow-shed must have 
been counted to make up the exaggerated number 28.’’ Mr. Tweedie fur- 
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thci; states the sum of Rs. 5,000 put down as the loss suj)posed to liaye 
been sustained by the Doodlipettce Ryots Is a gross exaggeration. 

As the assertion of the IMagistrate has been published, aiul is likely if 
uncontradicted to do Mr. ]\learesa serious injury, it is due to liini to have 
his statenu'iit of the ease heard. I have therefore to request you udll 
forward a eopy of tills letter and enclosure to his lloiiox the LieiiUmant 
Governor of Bengal. 


Extract from Mr. J\f/’ares^ letter., ilated LolemttlqKm^ 21th March 18G0. 

I NOT only offered Rs. 1000 to find out who had burnt the houses or who 
had instigated tlie burning of them, but I offered tin; Ryots Rs. 200 to re- 
build thehouses. This 1 did to Mr. llersehelin Mr.Tweedle’spresenee.l undci*-* 
stand there were not more than 20 houses burnt, if that, and I I’eol sure 
none of our people had anything to say to the l)uvniug, and when 1 made 
the oiler of Rs. 200 I thought it was very liberal seeing liow badly the 
Ryots wcr(‘ behaving. J"ires occur every week during the month of March, 
and if the factory servants are to be made responsible for them all, tiiey will 
have enough to bear. 1 have inquire<l ijito the case, and as J said before I 
do not believe that any of our peo 2 )lc had anything to say to the case. 


Telt'grapli Message From P. J. MArNmn Fsq , to the Ltfctenant-Governok, 
Calcutta, — (Bongong, the 8tli April 18(50.) 

Riot just reported at Karainpoor in JRiagda, 24 miles off Arrested 
2 )ersons rescued from the Police. I start immediately with Military Police 
for the jdacc. 


From A. Grote, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Pivision, to the Secretary to 
the Govei nmeni of Bengal, Fort William, — (No. 90Ct,, dated Allipore, the 
loth April J 800.) 

Sir, 

I BEG to lay before his Honor the Lieutenant-Governor the 
Nuddea ^Magistrate’s 6th Weekly Report dated the 9th instant. 
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,2. 1 fear Mr. Maclean’s health is again beginning to fail ; the heat in 

tents just now must be trying. I hope arrangements may soon be made 
for constructing the Sub -Divisional buildings at Damoorhoodah as well 
as at Bongong. 

2. A daily return will be made to me by eacli oillcer of adjudications 
under the new itfi, and next week 1 shall probably be able to show how 
this is working. As I have stated in a previous letter, I do not think 
that there will be many awards, and the Planters are light not to press 
for them, if they see a likelihood of their lands being sown without 
coercion. 

3. Tlie Je^'^'ore Magistrate’s repoits are favourable. He also anti- 
<;ipates very few cases under the new Bill. 

4 1 have no particulars yet from Mr. IMacNeil of the riot in Thannah 

Bagdah, which he ycsteiday reported by Telegraph. 


Wiekly Report of the State of the IndUjo Disfrlets in ZUlah Nnddca^ 
for the Week endimj 1th April 18()0. 

Under the new Law several cases of destruction of Indigo have been 
taken up and punishment has followed. 

The Ryots in the South of the Distiict have declared themselves ready to 
ROW, and it is only in the North that they hold out. This is partly owing 
to the fact that Mr. Maclean lias found it impossible to make head against 
the amount of work thrown on him. I w^as obliged to return to Damoor- 
hoodah accordingly on Wednesday. 1 took Mr. Taylor up with me, and 
on examining Mr. Maclean’s file of cases found that in fact the machi- 
nery of justice had become clogged. I assumed cliarge of the Office 
for three days, during which I struck off all cases the decision of which 
was ncft^lmperative, and distributed the remainder among Mr. Taylor, 
stationed at HUt-Boleah, Mr. Maclean at the Sub-Division, and Mr. 
Betts, whom 1 detained for this purpose. The number of Collectory 
cases instituted by the Planters lias also added enormously to the work 
on hand. Mr. Maclean is in no way to blame. 

The Ryots generally arc aw^aiting the first decisions under the Law. 
The Planters a;*e ayerse to bring cases, saying they would rather not 
press the Ryots if they will sow without recourse to Law. However 
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a very large number have now been started at Dainoorhoodah, and Tl 
expect decisions on them before the end of the week. 

On my return from Damoorhoodah on Saturday 1 went to one of the 
villages in the Khalboleah Concern, where the ^Eyots refused to sow. 
On explaining the Law to them they submitted, it being clear that they 
had taken their advances, “If that is tlic order of Government,’* they 
said, “^of course we must sow.” * This is the general feeling, and the first 
decisions under the Act will produce sowings all over the District. I have 
been urging the Planters therefore to bring their cases on at once, that 
the result may be as s])cedily made known as possible. 

The last news in from Mr. Tripp’s neighbourhood is that he expects 
the Eyots will sow. 

While at Dainoorhoodah T had in the Joyrampore Ryots. They 
simply denied that they were under advances for the present year ; some 
of them, they admitted, luul taken advances, but the greater f)art they 
said had not done so, and unless ordered to sow they declined to do it. 
Their behaviour was perfectly respectful. I took the ojijiortunity while 
at Damoorhoodah of im^uiring into the grounds on which Eamrutton 
Moulik was ollicially reported to have assumed the title of Noel Bansa 
Binasuk, &c. — It is certain the title has never been seen in writing, 
and how it arose orally 1 am quite unable to ascertain. 


From D. J. McNeil, Esq., Joint IMagistratc of Bong^ong, to the Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal, — (No. 12, dated Narainpoor, 12th April I860.) 

Sir, 


I HAVE tlie honor to report for the information of Govern- 
ment that, having received a rcjiort on the evening of the 8th instant, 
from the Darogali of Bagdha, that lie had been attacked by a |p[^b Tu 
this place, and that four persons whom he had arrested had been rescued 
from him, 1 came down at once to the spot with thirty of tlie Military 
Police. 1 reached this place at sunset on the 9th, and upon information 
received from the Darogah and others, 1 arrested tlie same night in 
their houses eighteen out of twenty-three ofl'enders, wliose names were 
known. One other person has since been apprehended, and I have 
convicted the whole nineteen, and sentenced them to six months’ im- 
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prisoument and to fine. 1 liavc also dismissed seven of the viflag^e 
Police, who were present and refused to lend the Darogah any assist-’ 
ance. 

2. The facts of the case appear to have been as follow. — A petition 
was presented to the Darogah of Bagdha, at Jadabpore on the 7 th 
instant, by one of the Elasinuri Factory j>eo[de, to say that, without the 
assistance of a Burkundaz to keep the ])eace in Narai i])oor, thejn^ dared 
not go into that village to get the Indigo sown, and that as rain had 
fallen, they wished to do so at once. The Darogah sent a Hurkiinda 25 
to the spot, and ordered the Naib Darogali of iMoliishpore also to go 
there and see that no disturbance took place. 

3. Another petition was presented to the Darogah a few hours 
afterwards hy another of the Factory servants ; stating that tliey had ac^ 
tually gone to Narainpoor to sow Indigo, and Iiad been driven out by 
^he villagers, and asking leave to go there in person, lie did so; and 
on arriving at Narainpoor on tlic morning of the 8tli instant, lie ibund 
the Nall) Darogah in the act of reading out to some live*aiul4wcnty 
of the hyots the Procdanialion, issued by iny predecessor three weeks 
ago under tlic IMaglstrate’s orders. The Darogah then read out to 
the peojde the Purwana and Iskdiar recently i^^siied, which explain the 
j)ro\isi()iis of the new Act. They laughed at him, and said they would 
ohijy no such orders. 

4. %he Darogah then ln(|ulred from the Elasinari Factory (iomas- 
tab, who was present, who were the prin(‘i[)al men among the Pyots 
before him. The (Jomastah pointed out four persons, inentit>ning their 
names. The Darogah ordered two liurkuiulazes who were with him 
and the Chowkeedars present to arrest them ; the Chowkeedars refused, 
but the Burkundazes ob(‘ycd liis directions and seized the four 
jprieu pointed out. They had not taken them, however, above 100 
yardS, when the ots of the neighbouring villages, who had been 
collecting round, and had apparently ''been lying in wait out of 
sight, su<ldenly api)eared to the number of 200 or more, with lat- 
ties in their hands, laid hold oi the Darogah’s prisoners and dragged 
them away from the Burkundazes, and threatened and abused tlie 
Darogah himself and his Xaib. The Darogah, seeing how numerous 
his assailants were, did not attempt to recover the men who had been 
rescued from him, but retired, and reported the matter to me. 
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5. • Tlie case is therefore one of simple resistance to the Police^ 
and would not be of any great importance were it not for its connection 
with the ill-feeling prevailing among the Kyots towards the Indigo 
Planters. That ill-feeling had to a great extent passed away in this 
part of the District, if indeed there ever lias been iniieh of it. But it 
has suddenly revived, and seems very widely spread. It will be im- 
possible to tell, until anotlier fall of rain occurs, Avhat effect the ^ain- 
ishinent of these offenders may have upon the neighbourhood. But the 
last fall has been followed by no sowing tlirougliout the greater part 
of the lauds of the Kotgoorii Factory. I am assured that only from 200 
to .300 lieegalis have been sown out of 12,000, though a large portion of 
tlicm liad previonsly been ploughed up lor the pur])o?c. 

6. I Iiave every hope that the I'eruoval ol tlicsc individuals whom I 
have just convicted, and aiiioiig whom are some of llic priucijial promo- 
ters of the opposition to the Factory people, will have a very good effect. 
But tlic suddenness and extent of this movement among Kyois, who 
only a fortnight ago professed their readiness aiul willingness to ])crform 
lh(‘ir contracts, seems to set all anticipations as to llicir future behavior 
at defiance. Emissaries from otlier more disaffected jiarts must be at 
work among tliem. 

7. •! list now all is quiet, and I therefore return to Bongoiig. 


No. 193><. 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Covernment of India 
in the Home Department, 


From A. Quote, Esq , Commissionpr of the Ninldca Division, to tlic Secretary to 
the Qovernmoafc of Bengal, Fort William, --(No. lOOCt., dated Alliporo, iho 
ISth April 1860.) 

Sir, 

I BEG to submit herewith, in original, the Niullea Magistrate’s 
7tli Weekly Report on the state of tliat jiurt ofJiis District in which the 
Indigo disputes prevail. 

2, I presume that Mr. Hcrschel refers to Sections 1, 2, and 3 of the 
Law as the contract Sections, and to 5 and 6 as the • pennl Sections. 

60 
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The Planters are acting unwisely for their ultimate interests, if 
as here reported, they arc trying ^^to invest the Law with greater 
terror than it reall) has.” No doubt the promulgation of this stringent 
Law and the presenec of troojife must give them for the moment the 
advantage of appearing to ha\e the whole weight of Government on 
their side, but if the l^yots, acting on good counsel and appieciating the 
cxcej^tional chaiaclcr of the 1 ite measure, aecept this as an order to sow 
for till-' }oai and lescrvo the question of their nlations with the fai to- 
nes for (1( lU)erate decision hereafter, they will occui)y a fiir better posi- 
tion for obtaining their object than the Planters, artificially supported 
as they are, now hold. 

3. I cannot help fearing that misrepresent aliens of the real purport 
of the Law must have had some influence on such Hyots as aic rei)orted 
to have taken advances and made contiacls since its promulgation. 

4. The eases instituted in the Panioorhoodah Sul)-I)I\ ision ha^e 
not yet been reported ; in one ease only under Section VI, disposed of 
bj Mr. Ilei^ehel, has the decision been before me. In Jessoreno* 
cases under the new Law ha\e }et been instituted, 

5. I do not like to see the mention here made of Mr. Betts^ having 
sentenced a Mookli tar to G months’ impiisonment and fine under Section 
V. The eflect of such a sentence v\ill naturally be to depri^ethe 
llyots of legal acUice in the management of tlieir ca'^es, wliieh will give 
the i^w Law a still harsher character than it mufel now wear. 1 have 
scut for the record and shall report on Mr. Pett\ i)roeeedingb hcroatler, 
and I shall lequirc a leportfiom the Magistrate on the heavy penalties 
inflicted by Mr. Mackenzie in the cases decided by him under 
Section VI. 

6. 1 have seen Mr. ^MaoXeU's report on the Narainpore Pyots, and so 
I am aware has llis Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. The application 

Darogali does not appear to me to have been snflScient to justify 
him in acting on it as he did, but I resei ve my opinion on this point till I 
sec the lecord, and learn the instructions which he gave to the Burkun- 
daiizc when sending him to the v illagc. The factory people should 
have brought a suit if they had reason to apprehend that the Naiain- 
poro R} otb would not sow. The Darogah’s subsequent proceeding in 
going personally to the spot on a second similar application, and in 
arresting 4 persons pointed out by the factory Gomastah, as the piinci- 
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pal nren, in a crowd which had laughed at him, appears to have heetf 
arbitrary and injudicious enough tol^ave provoked a more serious riot 
than that wliicli followed. 


No. 1939. 

Copy lorwardcd for the information of the Government of India 
in the Home Department. 


7ih Weelihj Report on the State of the Indigo Districts in ZiUah Nuddeah 
ending 14/A April I860. 

The operation of tlie new Law has began to show itself in the 
conduct of the people. It lias undoubtedly a^'ted as an irritant. The 
Planters, to judge liy the eomplaiiits put in arc straining every nerve 
to invest the Law witli greater terror than it really has, and the vSCii- 
tences passed under it are b iiig held as threats over the Ryots, who in 
Fe\eral places have agj*cod to sow, yielding in some to the true bidding 
of the Law, in others to sini])lc fear. 1 have not yet had a single case 
])roferred to me under tlie contract section, though 1 luive had several 
jjreferrcd under the jiciial sections. As a sii^n of the same tendency to 
oerce instead of to sue fclie Ryot oven under tlic jirescnt most summa* 
ry Law, 1 should mention that the Zemindarec powers of the Pla^nters, 
to eject Ryots or to measure their lands are lieing largely worked, but 
a steady disinolination appears fo exist to bring the real point at issue 
into Court at once. The only exception that I know of yet is in Mr. 
Forlon^'^s case, who has int>tituted several suits at Dainooi hoodah. jMr. 
Maclean (whose file is now reduced to manageable limits) received a 
geat number of cases on Saturday, tlie 7tli, and lie has brought a num- 
ber of them to a decision already, and so have Messrs. 1 ay^^^ 
Betts. 

2. Mr. Maclean reports, — No breach of the peace has tal:en plnco 
in this part of the District, nor have any assemblages on the part of the 
villagers, or othci' proceedings likely to disturb the public tranquillity, 
taken place. 

In the Hardee Thannah, Mr. Taylor has been disposing of the cases 
brought by Mr. Hills, of Katchicatta, under the BilKo Aiforce Indi^ 
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go contracts, and the Ryots have generally agreed to sow in obedi- 
ence to orders. Here Mr. Betts and myself have had a good number of 
cases instituted by the Necchindipoor and Pccrpoor Factories. For 2 or 
3 days the Ryots steadily refused, and some were committed to tlie 
Civil Jail in default of payment of the pecuniary award. Yesterday 
however most of those committed by myself agreed to e*cutc their 
contracts as ordered, and Avei^e therefore released, being at the same 
time warned that any delay would entail serious consequences on them 

The cases will he duly reported In obedience to the instructions 
this day received. 1 will only remark at present that the Ryots have 
steadily denied the receipt of advances, in the face of the Factory 
accounts signed by the European Assibtant, and of the evidence on 
oath of the Dewan wdio paid the money. No other defence has been 
put forward beyond this simple denial. 

^^Trcsi)ass, and destruction of Indigo cases are very few in number. 
Intimidation and attempts to dissuade have been brought forward, and 
in one case a Mooktear was sentenced by Mr. Betts to imprisonment 
for six months and fine. 

No cases have yet been tried from the Khalboleah or Lokenathpoor 
Factories.” 

3. I have called for the last case mentioned, as also for one in which 
Mr. Mackenzie, at lladrali, has sentenced a number of llyots to impri- 
sonment for six months for cattle destruction of Indigo. Tlic penalty 
in the latter instance appears severe foi\a first case. 

4. The only disturbance occurring since my last report has been 
at Narainpoor, in the Bongong Sub-Division. That it took jdace at all 
was owing to the disbelief of the Ryots In the authenticity of the 
orders read out to them. The report has already been submitted to 
jGrovernment direct by ]\Ir. McNeil, and I enclose a copy of it herewith. 
The prompt puuislmicnt dealt out will, I tliink, restore discipline. 

5. On the whole, the week has been a critical one, with several sow- 
ing showers of rain. In the Mulnath Concern, the villages which at 
first showed greatest opposition have sown as usual. In the North also 
several villages have sown, but the general progress is slow, and the dif- 
ficulty of facilitating it without injustice to those Ryots whom the Law 
does not aftev't is- what makes it so. 
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Froiu*A. Jl. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Denfral, to the Comiui^i 
eioner of jSuddea, — ^]So. 183^. dated iDlli April 18(30.) 

SlR^ 

Tam directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
lOOCt., dat«d tlie ISth Instant, enclosing ]\Ir. Ilcrscliers se\enth weekly 
rej)ort on tl\e hlalo of the fudigo Districts in Zillah Nuddea. In lliis, 
special rererenee is made to the working of the new Law, which, Mr. 
lIerM'lu‘1 observes, lias been much misrepresented by the Planters to 
the Lyots; the sentences passed under it being held out as threats over 
the latter, with a \icw to coerce them to take ad\anccH. You seemTo 
think that theu* is good ground for this belief. 

The Lieutenant (ioNcrnor is conlid(mt that if, as rcjiresented hy Mr. 
Ileix'hel, the J^lanters are stiainiiig the Law ‘Ho invest it with greater 
terror tlian it really has,” you will see that the J\laglstrates ofleetively 
prevent such ahnse. 

The circumstance you r(‘p()rt, that some Ryots Inive entered into 
agreements and taken [ad vanees since the promulgation of tlic Law, is 
reinarkalile. Jt jiroves at least this, tliat all the Ryots wdio used to 
cultivate Indigo were not, as a matter of course', under agr(*ement to 
cult i^ ate this yeair ; and therefore great eare is rcqiii-^ite in requiring 
proof of the agreeuKuit whenever the fac!t Is disputed, otiun'wiso 
grievous injustice may he doin'. 

Mr, Ileisedicd states tliat in the ca^'CS whledi liave b(*en frie'd, the 
evidence for the factories was tli(»iL' own hooks, as to the payment of ad* 
vances, and the oath of one of their own Native servants ; whilst no other 
defence has lieen put forward than a simjde hut steady denial of the 
receipt of advances by the Ryot. The Lientcmant (lovermn* makes no 
doubt that the cases were decided in conformity with substantial 
justice, and presumes that in this, as in all other civil actions now 
the Defendantis allowed to give his own evidence on oatli, as wcIT as 
the Plaintiff and his Native sciwants. Bui the manner in wliieli the 
trials are spoken of makes this a little doubtful. If (lie case be not so, 
then justice is not done. When the Defendant’s oath contradicts that 
of the Plaintiff’s Native Servant, the obvi<nis duty of the Judge is to 
seek out by all means, independent evidence, to show winch story is the 
more credible. This duty, it is to be hoped, is never fleglcgjted. 
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1 The factory books show that advances have been charged tO the 
^ner of the Factory ; but it is not stated that tliey contain the receipts 
of the payeCvS ; and It Is not stated what the evidence of the European 
Assistant who signs tlicin shows regarding the system of payment and 
entry. 

These omissinns in Mr. TIersohers report of the general cliaractcr of 
these trials, the Infliction by Mr. Mackenzie of tlie extreme penalty 
for the first case ever tried under the new Law for destruction of 
Indigo, and the unexplained sentence of a legal agent of some Ryot 
apjpanmtly to imprisonment for six months, show the necessity for the 
rarHist possible revision by you of these proceedings, in order to make 
it quite sure umv, and to be able to make It manifest hereafter, that 
the principles of equity and moderation are observed by each Officer 
entrusted with the extraordinary powers granted by the new Law. 


From A. GiioTii:, Esq. Commissioner of tkcNucUlea Division, to the Secretary to 
the Govornment of Bengal, — (No. lOOCt., dated Allipore, the 25th Ai)ril 1800.) 

Sir 

I.BF.G to submit' for the information of Government the Nud- 
dca Magistrate’s 8th Weekly Report, with its enclosure. 

2. The cases alluded to as having been brought by Messrs IliH’s 
Concern have been disposed of by Mr. Taylcr, and have not yet come 
before me. I liear however that in some ca^es he has been awarding 
double penalty, which seems to be beyond the Law. 

3. I submit for inspection two cases decided by Mr. Herschel and 
one decided by Mr. Mackenzie. These records will show his Honor that 

^at all events the greatest pains have been taken by both Officers to ar- 
rive at the truth. I hope all Mr. Taylor’s decisions may bear the same 
evidence. Mr. Betts’ certainly do not. The Mookhtar, I learn, with 
great satisfaction, has been released on my report on the case. 

4. It will be seen that 279 men have been imprisoned, and nearly two-* 
thirds of tliem for breach of contract, while the Magistrate expects that 
at least 200 more will be imprisoned for the same offence. I can hard- 
ly believe tl^at any man really under contract, or what the Magistrate 
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declared to be such, would prefer going to Jail to sowing IndiL^o, an(|| 
such being the case, I am far from satisfied with tlie result. 

0 . Mr. Maclean reports that the JSischindepore and Peerporc suits 
have succeeded in bringing about a settlcnumt between Mr. Forlong’s 
factories and the cultivators. The Lokcnathporc Concern is only just 
beginning to bring suits. Allusion is made in his report to IJie eoinpro- 
mise of some eases of instigation,” ayd I have sent for the records of 
these. 

6. The Magistrate had had to correct a practice Avhich Mr. Maclean 
had sanctioned in the Damoorhoodah Siib-Division, of slopping the 
Ryots from sowing Paddy on Avliat were claimed as Indigo lands. 

7. Mr. Platts’ cxplanulion of the circuinstauces under \\Iiichhe 
believes the Cathowly Ryots to have lately given contracts is not satis- 
factory. Ills cases of instigation” are being examined by the 
Magistrate. 


Bth TVeeldy Report of the State oj the Indhjo Districts in ZiUah Nud^ 
dea, endimj the 21^^ April 18G0. 

The District has had its fret and is submitting. Sowings are o-oincr 
on to a very considerable extent. 

2iuL Tlic contract clauses have been largely worked by Messrs. 
Hill’s Concern, and though 1 regret to say that the number of recusant 
Ryots sent to i)rison is very larne, yet this was to be expec ted. The 
Law is against precedent to the Ryots mind, and the illiterate populace 
cannot be taught the change in so brief a space of time without numer- 
ous examples. 

Zrd, Resort to the Law in this way has become more general 
last week, but there are still many Planters who hold out, trusting to 
the examples which arc being made to save them the necessity of impri- 
soning their own P.yots. In my last report 1 attributed this reluctance 
of the Planters to sue the Ryot to a desire, rather to coerce him. With- 
out retracting thatopinlon, whichithink applied at the time, Idonot wish 
to attribute to the same motive the reluctance of all Planters who still 
keep aloof. The Law Is being very rapidly impressed en the Ryota 
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(lienisclves, and tliai I believe to be all that Is necessary to ensure its 
object. Many of the Planters, therefore, wlio liaA^e not hitherto come 
into Court arc acting wjsely in abstaining from doing so now. 

4/A. I have had some difficulty to encounter during the Aveek in 
controlling the general tendency to hurry matters to a coiudusion. 

6//i. The (lue^tion is very near its solution, and the tempta- 
tion to selllc it at once is very gi'eat. T am waiting anxiously for the 
reports of the next Aveek, Avhieh* Avill tell me Avhether I have thrown 
too much weight in the opposite scale. 

6//<. 1 enclose copies of tlic orders to Avhich I refer. 

7//i. The irritation to Avhicdi I allude at first has shown Itself in a 
number of assaults and tumultuous gatherings in tbc Ilagdab Thannali, 
and a tciulcucy in tbe same direction Avbich but for the Military Police 
Avould have broken out In Damoorhoodah too. As it is, no actual breach 
has occurred, and Air. Alaclean’s report (enclosed) is decidedly clieering, 

Sth, I enclose also Mr. Tlatts’ rc]K>rt Avliicb I am unable to condense 
mneb. It supports I think the opinion offered in my last that the 
Planters Avcrc trying the effect of their ]t*gal powers in other directions 
rather than apiieal to the Law. 

Statement of prisoners in llie Civil and Criminal eTail, under Act XI 
of 1860, dated 2:5rd April 1860: 

For Breach of Contract, ... 173 

„ Destruction of Indigo, ... ...... 49 

,, Intimidation, ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ^7 

Total, 279 

At least 200 men arc expected for breach of contract. 

JMr. A. T. AIaclean’s 8^^ TVeelthj Report of the State of the Indigo 
districts, Sub-Division Damoorhoodah^ from loth to 2\st April 1860. 

DAMOORHOODAn. 

During the past week tliore havS been a great improvement in the 
Nischindepore and Pcerpoor villages. In fact I believe they have 
universally agreed to sow, taken their seed and commenced to culti- 
vate. In Joyrampoor the head men had admitted the engagements 
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of tlie village generally, ami })romis(Hl to cflcct a setileineiit within a 
very few days. 1 hear they arc striving to bring it about, but that 
their Kyots are determined against it. Tiic sowing of Jhiddy lias been, 
I fear, carried to a considerable extent, and the consc(iiience will be a 
large miniber of breach of contract cases. Hitherto inne have been 
brought forward from Lokenatliporc ; those from Nischindeporc and 
Peerpoor have brought about an universal settlement. 


Doulijtounojo. 


The Klialbolca Concern has prosecuted a few Ityots for breach of 
contract, and the advance being proved, the defendants went to Jail in 
default of payment of damages awanlcd. The village of Sliamnuggur, 
in which alone any active opposition to the Factory was going on, is 
re[)orted liy the INIooktcar to liavc come to terms with them, and they 
now expect all to go on smoothly. 'Fwo cases jiciullng against Asalut 
Biswas and others for instigation, &e., liave been compromised. 

In Hardee the Ryots seem less disposed to come round than lierc, and 
^Ir. Taylcr has a great deal of work [ hear. 

The Darogah reports that the Jhaoodiali Kyots were rather Insubor- 
dinate towards him recently, refusing to admit him to their village, but 
no actual resistance was offered. I have called for a full report on the 
case, w^ilch originated in some disputes witli the Fatitory, some of whoso 
cattle &c., were carried olF. 1 trust the case will not prove serious. 

To THE Darogahs. 

The sowings of Indigo and Rice having commenced, I observe that 
several Police Officers are exceeding their authority in attemptin^to 
secure quiet by inducing the Kyots to sow. 

2. J have to call the attention of all Police Officers to my orders of 
2 1st March, in which the Police were absolutely problb'tcd from iising 
their influence one way or the otlier. They were directed merely to 
read tlie Law or other orders out, but not to attempt to explain it. If 
the Ryots do not understand they must be told to come in to the nearest 
Magistrate. 


61 
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3. The duties of the Police are now much simpler than before. 
The Law is now pretty well understood, and the late orders to read it 
out in villages where it may be necessary are accordingly stoj^ped, ex-* 
ccptlng as to the Section about destroying Indigo. Tlie destruction of 
Indigo is to be prohibited to the utmost. The Darogahs will now confine 
themselves to their usual duty of keeping the peace only. 

4. The how Law docs not give tlie Police any more power than 

heretofore* to either order a Ryot to sow In ligo or to prohibit him from 
sowing Rice, It merely allows the Magistrate after judicial inquiry to 
order a R\ ot who has taken advances to sow Indigo, and allows the llyot 
if !r‘ prc'ffis to j)ay tlie damages to sow Rice. If he does not pay the 
(l‘tU ) ' he will go to }>rison. 

5. This order is not to be publlsbcd. It is intended for the guid- 
ance of yourself and \ our subordinates, and is to be kept to yourself. 


Dated l^th April 1860. 


W. J. IIimscitteL, 

Officiating Magistrate. 


(fc_ 

To THE DaIIOGAIIS. 

Dated 2Zrd April 186*0. 

Tlie enclosed Notification is to be simply read out wherever my 
order prohibiting the interference of the Police in the matter may have 
encouraged the Ryots to sow Rice to their own and the Planter’s loss. 

W. J. Heuschel, 

Officiating Magistrate. 


Notification. 

I hear that several Ryots without thinking of the result are sowing 
Rice on Indigo lands. This is sheer folly and wrong doing of theirs. 
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"rlie Ryots well know, and tliose who don’t may learn it now, that under 
the new Law any crop sown on lands which ought to have been sown in 
Indigo, will be attached by Government to pay the Planter’s damages* 
If after this warning they sow Rice on those lands, I have but one 
word to say ; they will lose their crop, and when the Commission Hakims 
come, how are they to believe the words of the Ryots when they see 
them show such hudzatee ? 

Let the Ryots bear this in mind. 


W. J. HEiiscnicr., 

Officiating Magistrate, 


From F. PLATrs, Esq., Deputy Magistrate of TCarreempore, to tlio Magistrate of 
NudJea, — (No. 76, dated Camp Melierpore, 2nd April 1860.) 


Sir, 

With reference to your Memorandum, No. 252, dated 19th 
April 1860, and the copy acco^ianyiug it, of tlie Commissioner of 
Nuddea’s letter, No. 138, of the 16th April 1860, I have the honor to 
sulimit the following information. 

2. Mr. Smith, of Catliowly, came to my Ciitcherry one morning 
daring the week ending Friday, the 13tli April, and mentioned that 
the Uyots ot several of his villages had signed ko'iooleiits to sow 
Indigo, and as others were coming in daily for the same purpose, ho 
was ill hopes that he would not have occasion to resort for the fulfil- 
ment of his contracts to the contract Law in force. He stated also, 
by w.ay of explanation, that ho had agreed to reduce by oue-balf the 
quantity of land hitherto sown by his Ryots with Indigo. 

3. The fact that many llyots have come to terms with (not only 
Mr. Smith) Planters has been communicated to me also by the Meher- 
pore Darogah, and as no suits for breach of contract have been insti- 
tuted by Messrs. Tripp, Tessendie, Sibbald, or any other Planter, with 
the exception of the Manager of the Buttonpore Concern, it is clear, 
either that matters have lieeii settled, or there is a prospect of arriving 
at an amicable settlement without resort to litigation. 
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4. I have no reason to suppose that unlawful measures have' been 
adopted by the gentlemen I have named, to coerce the Kyots, fur no 
complaints on that score have been made. It is true that one man pre- 
sented a petition declaring that he had been forcibly compelled to sign 
a kobooleut, but he soon after, and without producing his evidence, 
filed a razcenauiah. The Ryots of many villages have during the present 
week broughit notices^^ to the Darogah of this place, for explanation, 
and they proved to be notices of ejectment under Section XXI of the 
arrears of Hciit Law. The men were informed that if their rent was 
not in arrears, and if they were not liable, under the terms of the Law 
of ejectment, their remedy lay with the Collector of tlic District. I 
have however mentioned this circumstance merely as a probable expla- 
nation of the Ryots agreeing to cultivate Indigo. There is another 
formidable pr)wcr (formidable to the Ryots) in the hands of the 
Planter, by which he can make the Ryot conform to his will. I allude 
to the system of receiving payment of rent in kind. The Planters 
thus accumulate the greater portion of the grain of the District in their 
Oolabarccs, and the Uyot^s chief supply Is obtained from these stores. 
If the Planter refuses to sell or supply, tlie result is obvious. 

5. The Commissioner considered ^ highly improbable that contracts 
slionll be renewed now, since so many alleged contracts arc being 
repiuliated.^^ With reference to this opinion I would l)cg to venture 
the following facts: 40 cases have been instituted in this Court, and 11 
men have already appeared as Defendants ; of these eleven, seven ac- 
knowledge that the contract to sow exists, and of the seven, four 
unreservedly admit having received an advance in cash ; while the 
other four say that the advance, though made, was never received by 
them, as it was immediately carried to their credit on account of rent, 
which they acknowledge to have been due. There remains then the 
minority of four, who repudiate the contracts and allege that their 
la’T!tl3 were sown by force. 

6. No cases under the new Law between the Cathowly proprietor 
and his Ryots have as yet been decided by me. • Two or three charges 
of instigation of Ryots, and wanton destruction of Indigo crops, are 
pending, and under investigation. I am unable to supply a report of 
the cases of instigation of Ryots decided by me, as the records of all 
such cases have been forwarded, accordiug^to instructions, to your 
office. 
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Prosecutor, 


Nobo Piswas, 

Servant tif Mr. Clarke, of Kbalbolia. 


Ills Witness 


Defeiulants. 


1, 

Alum niswn;?. 

(1 

Ilndoo Pundit. « 

2. 

(*op;il (ihdsc. 

1 

Joviuil Sh<‘ik. 

n. 

Dowiiu Mumlul. 

8. 

Nufur MuudnI. 

4. 

Sh(*ra<» Hukshoe. 

9. 

Kadim Mundul. 

5. 

llutor sheik. 

10. 

jMonmtm (Ihutok 
ami others. 


Their Witnesses. 


Crime char^jed. 


PROCKKDINGS. 

riainfiff, sworn . — I Jim Teslilldar of Ten^ura and otlicrs. The Rvots 
of Simla Pauchpotah petitioned to the Court against sowing Indigo. 
Tlicy wanted me to join them. I refused. They threatened me not to 

come in to the village again. Now tlio Defendants 1 to give out 

that tliey will kill me and not let me enter tlie village and will burn 
my house. I dare nob go into my own house iu the village^ and I fear 
any day to hear of iriy house being burnt. 

On being questioned who has said or done this, he states thji I 
days ago, Defendants 1, 2, and 3 told me this in Simla at the house of 
Safi Sheik near my own house. 

Examined . — I am under engagement to sow Indigo. The throats 
now used to me are to deter me from sovving it. I have not dared to 
enter the village for a month past. 

Question . — Then how «lj|^ 9 ut your being at SufPs house four diiys 
ago? 
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Answer . — I did go one night, after hearing this threat. I novr 
live at Bhatchala. My family stay in my house at iShnla, I had not 
been home for a long time. I went only to see my family, not on my 
inaster\s business. 

Why did you stop at Safi’s house ? 

They (his Iiotisc and mine) arc 8 yards apart. saw a number of 
Mussulam and Gwalahs sitting there. They said SaUm alaikum, sit 
here awhile.’^ I sat down and wc talked awhile. They said we are 
going to pfosccute our corajjuaint, you must go with us.” I refused. 
They said wc’ll make you. I then went home. I have not removed 
my family in consequence. I have 6^ beegahs under Indigo cultivation, 
but not sown. As I was sitting there, Puuchaand Ishwar came, seeing 
the mnjlls they came after I did from Chunder Roy’s Golabarrce about 
one russee off. 1 left the village early in the morning. I have not 
had any occasion tp go to the village since. I left it a month ago. I 
generally live at Bhatchala, and go home after an interval of a week or 
two, or a month or two. 

Question , — It seems then, that you went this time much as usual, 
and without opposition. I do not see that you were under any appre- 
hension when you went home this tiffie? 

Answer . — There has been nothing to do in the village lately. The 
rents arc all collected. 

ininess . — Puncharam Ghosc. — I and Ishwar and Ramchunder Roy 
went to Narainporc in the afternoon. We w*erc returning from Chunder 
Roy’s house. When near Safi’s house we saw defendants 1, 2 and 3 tell- 
ing Plaintiff you have agreed to sow Indigo for the Saheb. If so, we 
will beizzut you and burn your house and kill you and your family. If 
you join us no one shall be allowed to touch you.” Plaintiff objected and 
called out do you bear.” Then all the rest of the Defendants began to 
giro him abuse and threats. Afterwards Plaintiff by humouring them 
got away. 

Evades or caunot say what the particular couversatiou was. Quite 
impossible to bring him to details. 

Went close up to the paura in which they were all sitting. Sat 
down below it, got a hookah and a smoke there. They had a 
hubble-bubble passing round. Don’t knowHirhether Nobo Biswas was 
smoking. 
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Isliwar Sirdar. — Ditto. Says Plaintiff called on them to bear wit- 
ness to the fact' that they had threatened to burn his house. 

Plaintiff recalled. — Did you call on witnesses to bear witness when 
the threat of fire was used ? 

I called them as witnesses to the general conduct of the Defendants. 

I did not do it in Consequence of any particular threat used by any 
particular man. I said you be witnesses and therefore got up and went 
away. Alum Biswas first used the words We'll burn your house/' I 
knew the witnesses before. 

re-examined. — I was told then by the Plaintiff Tlieso 
fellows won’t be witnesses, I shall call you," He told us this as he left 
the place. Alum first said We'll burn your house." I W'as not threaten 
ed when Plaintiff' said These fellows w^on't bear witness, you must." 

By Defendant's Mooktear who has just come in. — I am a Tagadgir 
of the Saheb's. 

Isliwar . — After a deal of examination, and being brought to the point 
by alijiost leading questions says, Alum said We’ll burn your lionsc." 
I am a Nil Tagadgir of the Sabeb's. 

I do not believe the charge, and would dismiss it at once, but I pre- 
fer taking the de ence of the party before deciding whether to put the 
Plaintiff on his defence for preferring a false complaint. 

Alum Sheik, Defendant. — Denies ; declares that Nobo Biswas did not 
go into the village that day. 

Gopal— The same. 

Diyanut . — The same. 

Decision. 

I distrust the charge altogether, I find no reason to doubt that 
Plaintiff did go into the village that day. Ills deposition wears an 
appearance of truth in this respect, but the only question before nte is 
what was said at the meeting between himself and the Ilyots. To prove 
this he brings two witnesses who, concealing their service under the 
Plaintiff, put themselves forward as chance Ryots of another village 
accidentally passing the place. They are exposed now as regular paid 
servants of the Plaintiff, 

This, and the very un^tisfactory result of the cross examination 
leave me no room to doubt that they were not realljr p/eseut at the 
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meeting. Had they been present, they would have avowed their 
service and given it as the reason for their presence. 

That two hired witnesses should have been brought is enough to 
make the Plaintiff lial)le for a false complaint. But I really believe 
there was a meeting of the two parties, and before putting him on his 
defence, I expected to get proof of what really was said at it. The 
Defendants however absolutely deny the presence of the Plaintiff in the 
village that day, and as I cannot believe their assertions on the point 
I cannot consider it i)rovccl that the Plaintiff’s deposition false. 

It is certainly not proved true however, and the Defendants are 
acquitted. 

I earnestly hope no more attempts will be made to support these 
charges by false witnesses. I aru aware of the difficulty of procuring 
witnesses in the present state of affairs. But nothing can justify the 
deliberate falsification of evidence. Had the story of the Defendants 
appeared to me a reasonable one, I would not have hesitated to act 


upon it. 

mil April 1860. 

W. J. IIkrscfikl, 
Officiating Magistrate. 

Prosecutor. 

1 . Okhil Chuiulcr Biswas. 

llis Witnesses. 


Defendant. 

1. Bolai Mundul. 

nU Witnesses. 


Crime charged. 

Breach of contract. 








( 48 ,) ) 
Proceedinos* 


Plaintiff, sworiu — I am a servant of the Tczaratcc of the TIansklially 
Concern. Defendant in 1859, on the 11 tli February, took li llupces 
cash, after settling accounts which showed liim to owe 9^ annas, lie 
agreed to sow 2^ biggahs year by year from 1859 to 1863-61, for 5 
years. He gave a written koboolyat. Now they wou^t sow. 

Files the koboolyat. 

Plaintiff cxamincih — The koboolyat was signed in my presence. 

/?// Defendants Moohieav , — The Gomastlia, Sornnath Gangoolec, gave 
the money at the time. ]\Ir. Hampton was then there in his room. 
The money was given in the Diifturkhana of the press-liouse. 

I am now Tezaratec Gomastha to the Factory. I have no connection 
with the Indigo Department of the Factory. I live in village 
Bliadjanala. T know that the agreement specifies 5 years, and that it fixes 
10 llupccs a beegah as penalty for not cultivating. I do not remember 
any of the other stipulations. Joynarain Bisw^as signed the paper as 
havinff been drafted by him. llirmath Sheikh the same. The other 
witneWes were Kcemoo Sheikh, Avho touched the pen ; there was a 
Brahmin, a jMoliurrir of Mr. llamptoiFs time there, who wrote the 
names for tlie witnesses who could not write ; I doiFt know his name. 
There were present also Bansi Sheikh, Baboo Sheikh, and Nazir Sheikh 
That Mohurrir, a Brahmin, filled in the blanks in the printed koboolyat 
as wxdl as the names, I cannot say whether my name was given in by 
my employers as a servant in the isonnavcsscc of that time, 

Puj the Court . — I was Tezaratec servant at that time in the same 
position that I am now. The Tezaratec pa])ers were then kept at 
llanskhally. 

B;/ the Mooktear , — I am employed mostly at the Golaharcc, where I 
liavc to attend the actual business, I keep papers of my own wherever I 
am, and send up reports, &c. to t!ic Factory. 

I have given evidence in one case under Act X of 1859. 

Bi/ Defendant . — The Sahel) got the paper from Calcutta. I know 
because I a^kod at the time. I am not called on to sec these papers 
often. I cannot say I have ever seen more of them. 

The whole of Dokhinpara was in that day to settle accounts. I am 
not a witness to all these koboolyats. I am merely prosecutor. I have 

62 
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IK) mooktcaruarna, I am ou behalf of my master. I went tliaV day 
only to the Factory. I was not stopping there then. I went there in the 
inornijig and ivtiirnt'd in the afternoon. 

IJff tlir Voart . — I 1. i 1 nothing whatever there to do with what was 
going on, T liapp< in ! to see what was done. I am now prosecutor as 
rc])r(‘s(‘ntativo of the Factory. 

'llie wiitiiig Ix'gan at four diuido, i. c., I Avent there then and staid 
till tlie at(( moon. Tiuj ^^ltnos^es swear to the hoboolyat. 

Juyafmun, wamhied. — Is a servant of Plaintiff’s master. Was 
an Oomedwar thcr(‘ \\lic*u tlie kohoolyat was written. I have now 
hoon engaged as Mohurrir for 2 or 3 months^ In Lakigachclia 
Factory. After thinking, I receive 3 Rupees a month 1 have w'ritten 
in the Zernindarce books of that Factory. 

I staid in the Factory as Oomedwar, was there writing at Ih pohtir 
(lift. Great numbers w^erc signed, I only signed on G papers. I know 
nothing about any others. 1 don't know the name of the JMoliurrir who 
wrote the koboolyat. lie Avas a Brahmin Oomedwar wdio came up 
from Calcutta. I do not know-all the Ryots of Dokhinparn, T kuej^these 
G because they came that day. 1 Inac not seen tliem since. 1 can 
recognize them all six now. ^I'lic koboolyat was ghen to the Dew an. 
Wiih myself, there were 7 witnes'^cs. I cannot say without looking at 
the koboolyat for how^ mucli each koboolyat was. Bolai and Ibkal 
signed by mark ; the otliers wrote themselviis. 

Cannot say wlieu the Janmoustbamee w'as. 

Naz}r Jn/nrss. — 1 w^mt Avitli a letter to Ilansklially. I saw^ the 

Ryots signing koboolyats. I am Tagadgir of Chitrosad Factory, I saw 
Bolai sign and w as made a -witness in the case. Somenath Brahmin w\aa 
then Dewan, Wr. Iljimptoii was in charge of the Pkictory. Names the 
wi ness. The koboolyat was written by a Brahmin of Mr. Hampton’s 
Oomedw arec. I don’t know his name. 

Uirmat — 1 went with wood ou hire to Ilansklially, Saw the kohoo- 
lyat being settled. I saw Bolai give a koboolyat (names all the 
conditions.) 

Dl( ISION, 

1 cannot support this case. 

ThcsjC witnesses are, I i egret to say, utterly untrustworthy. They 
are without exception men who have no natural connection with the pre- 
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para^ion of the koboolyat. This document I ob?5crvc is an excellent!/ 
printed one on stamped piiperj with tlie year on winch the ngrcenient 
was to be inade^ printed on it. It is not probal)le that an agreeiiiout 
so well got lip would have been concluded without better witnesses to 
it tlian a llice agent who has nothing whatever to do with Indigo; an 
Oonualwar, who, after a year of attendunco has obtained now a Mohur- 
rir^s appointment on 3 Rupees a month, a Tagadgir of another factory 
who happened to have come to the spot nitli a letter; again, men who 
happened to be bringing wood to the Factory and a Mohurrir, who was 
seeking employment from tlie Assistant iu charge of the Factory at 
the time, wlio also wrote iu the blank spaces in the form, but whoso 
name no one knows nor where he now is. Judging by the manner 
of the ^^itnesses aod their appearances, I come to the same concliisiou 
vh,, that the witnesses are false witnesses <uid that the koboolyat was 
never given. 

No Factory accounts are given in; the whole case depends ahsolutc]}^ 
oil the reliability of the evidence offered to the simple signature of 
the k^ool\at and that breaks down completely. 

1 dismiss the case. 


W. J. IllCKSCJlFX, 

( \lTif. ]Slag\strate» 


2'^rd April 1800. 



Xo. I.-STATE^E:JsT of CO^’VICTIO^■ 

Di^jtkict Kuddea. 

Mr. W. L. MACKE^sZIE,— Magistrate. 
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his way to the RariparaU Ilaut at about 3 p. m. on the day previous’ 
he saw the uudermeutioned villagers of Bcerporc, (who have taken 
advances to sow Indigo and have actually sown Indigo^) ploughing up 
a field of Indigo with seven ploughs; the field was Kalla i\[oolook 
Ciiaiid Sheikh’s, and the men ploughing were the said Kalla TMoolook 
Chand Sheikh, Tccricowrie Ghorami, Nocoleo Sheikh, Jugroo Slioikh, 
Kabil Sheik Mehar Alii Sheik, Kainal Sfundiil, Noudo Das, and Deeuo 
Ghoso, the latter was merely standing with a latcc in his hand. Com- 
plainant forbid them to break up the Indigo, they were about (or attemp- 
ted) to beat him. They broke up about two beegahs of plant. 

Immediately on taking complainaut^s de])osition J directed the issue 
of summons on the defeudaut?b, and immediately proceeded in person 
to the spot. 

I found on examination of the field, which had been ploughed up, 
shoots of young grown Indigo plant, and from the slender size of the 
shoots 1 have no doubt whatever the plant was of October sowing, and 
not old stumps of last year w'ith new loaves, as allcg<jd by Moolook 
Chand and others ill hi s behalf. Some old stumps of last year, with 
new leaves on tlicni, were plucked up hy the llyots from an adjoining 
potil field, and handed to me, but on comparing these stumps with the 
young plant growing on the ploughed field, which I liad mysedf pluck- 
ed up, and which had been taken up for me, it was clear to me 
beyond doubt, that young growing plant had been plouglied up, and 
equally clear that the ludigo growing on the poflt Jleld was of last 
year’s wsowing {i. e, old stumps with new leaves.) 

A North-wester coming on prevented me making a more minute 
examination, but 1 am perfectly satisfied that young growing ludigo 
plant was ploughed up. 

On the following day (the 7tli instant,) complainant was subjected 
to a severe cross-examinalion in the presence of the seven de- 
fendants present. On being confronted with defendants he' at 
once identified them. Complainant swears Moolook Chand took au 
advance from the Factory, also sixteen seers of Indigo seed, agreeing 
to sow four beegahs of land, and that the Indigo in question which 
has been plouglied up was sown by Moolook Chand himself in tlie end 
of Assiu or beginning of the month of Kartick last. 

Witness No. 1, Modoo Raj, BuikimdaZ; examined on ^thc 7th in 
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Ohc presence of the accused? deposes in chief to the same effect as 
cornphiiiiaut in liis cxaniiuatioii in cliief. lie also proves tlie taking 
of the advance and of the seed bvAIoolook Chand^ and the sowing 
of the seed ])y Moolook (Jhaiid. 

Witness No. 2, Chamroo Hoouwa, deposes to the like effect in chief. 
He also saw ]Moolook Ohand taking Indigo seed from the Factory. 

'\Vitii(‘ss No. (Jiridhur Boonua, deposes to the same effect in 
chief. He saw Indigo plant growing on the field, but did not sec 
Moolook Ghand take an advance or seed. 

Complainant files Moolook OliaiuFs written agreement to sow four 
beegalis of Indigo. It appears from this document, which is on a two 
annas stamp paper, that Moolook (4iaud tbok au advance in cash of two 
rupees; tliat the former balance against him was ton rupees, one anna 
and three pie, and that he became aUo liable for the two annas, the 
value of the stamp, in all Iw^dvc rupees, three annas and three pic. 
The agreement hears date the 2r>th September, or lOlh Assiu last, and 
by a clause in the agreement Moolook Ghand agrees to sow Indigo for 
five years. 

The (lefeudant Moolook Ghand denies that any Indigo w'as sown in 
the field in question this year, lie alleges he cnltiv.itcd Sugar Cane 
in the field formerly ; that lie cut and took tlie Sugar Cane in tlie 
month of Falgoon of last year, that in tlic end of the mouth of By sack, 
or ill the beginning of the month of Jeyth, the Factory people 
chittaowed Indigo seed by force in the land ; that the Indigo crop, how^- 
cver, was not a good one ; that some large plant was cut and taken, and 
the small plant was allowed to remain ; tliat he ploughed the land in 
Kartick, sowed and raised a crop of Rye and Sursoo ; that he again 
ploughed the land about twenty days before in order to sow Dban. lie 
denies having ploughed up and destroyed any plant of this year, that 
two or three of the old plants may have remained standing in the field ; 
that what Indigo he lias sown this year he Las carefully prepared, 
and so on. He denies having taken an advance or any seed. Ilis 
lauds were sown by force by the Factory people. He states he preferred 
a general complaint with others against the oppressions of the Planter 
both at Kishuagliur and at Calcutta, but did not prefer any specific 
complaint. lie denies having executed any agreement. 

Ilasroo ^undul, the first witness examined in support of Moolook 
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ChaTKV*^ defence, proves that Suj^.u* Cane was formerly cultivated on tho 
laud, and that he Aw tli(* Factory people had forcibly sown Indijro 
ill the month of B^sack Inst, hut that he doi's not know whether 
Indigo or what crop was cultnatcd on tho land, this ycai. 

Baboo ^lundul deposes to the like ofleet in ebied'. 

No\ an Seikli ditto more in d( t*iil. lie aKo (U‘po''(‘s tliat m Asmu 
last Moolook Cbiuid plonjilud tbc land and M)wcd Sniv(j(». Cannot say 
whether th('ie w as an\ Indij^o on the i^ionnd, wIkmi tin' Suisoo was 
sown. Cannot vay wlutlnr Moolot)!; *.]ian(l sow(‘dJndi^o tliisu'ar. 
Uul not see him take an mhaiice. lie calls Mviolook (Jhaiul Naini^' 
(grand fatlnn’) and so on, 

Bhonci Seikli to like etfect with some ^allcUlC(^ Tlio Iiidit^o on the 
land only the old sl'dks. (kills ^loohxjk Cliaiid jMamnni’’ (lnich\) 

Jhoioo Mnndul, di'poscs mnch to the same (iVud. 

lie docs not know wln.thei any Indigo was s<>^^ n tlus usar or not and 
so on. 

Ilukeem Mundul to like eillct c ills iMoolook (duiul Mammoo” 
(Uncle.) 

Soo] hail Rai saw that tli(‘ th Id had been ploni;b(il tins Clieyfh. 
Saw Sursoo 111 the held in Agraiiu, eauuot say whether Indigo was 
sown in the land in Asmu or Kaitiek hist. And so on. 

The deleiidant Noiulo Das phsiiK dmii il and alibi, lie was at 
Shabatoe, ( a cos tiom Bi'orpoie, at the Inm' of the alhgid outiage. 
He sa\s the Fac U>r\ lia-> be( ii (jumdluig with his \illigi' folks for tlio 
past si\ months, and tli il the 1 a(*(or\ p( *])le owi d su oi \eu heegahs 
oi Ills land by force in tlie montli (d k-ntiek last. 

The wiincss Hautkoora Mundul, llolai Das and Jadoo Das support 
the alibi. 

The Defendant ^S'ocolec bluikli pleads dcmial. 

lie grazes cattle and is nof a plouglnnan. Ho will not eultiyalc ' 
Indigo; hence the complaint against him. Ills lirotlicr Meghai Mundul, 
who is one iu food with him, has a khada and a half of land; the 
fSahib wants his land for Indigo, 

The Avitucss Lalrnohun Scikh supports the defence; he also sw^oars 
he met Defendant ou tho (Tmtuorce mat at the time of alleged ofrenoc, 
and cal lice with Defendant. 

Ilis other witness Pathan Sheikh doe^ not know whetherTic broke up 
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llie Indigo or not, l)ut proves he grazes cattle and docs not follov/ tho 
plough, 

8. The dcfendiiut Tecncowrie Mundiil pleads denial, lie enquires 
why he should break up Indigo in another rnan^s field, when he has 
not done so to the Indigo grown forcibly on his own lands, that he 
has four khadas of laud, seven or eight beegahs of which have been 
forcibly sown in Indigo ; that tlierc is now Indigo plant on the whole 
seven or eight beegahs, and that he does not plough with his 
own liaiids. 

Ills servant, the witness Jooraii Sheikh proves that he does not put 
Ids own hand to tlie plough, that his two brotlicrs and two servants 
plough, and vso on. 

Ilis other servant, Nocoo Sheikh, deposes to the like effect, lie 
does not know wlicther Tecucowric broke up the Indigo or not. 

The defendant Kabil Miiudul pleads denial. Knows nothing, lie 
does not sow Indigo, hence tlie complaint, lie has three Kliadas of 
land, seven or eight Kooras of nhich were sown by force in Indigo in 
the month of Assin last. 11c is a Kot/aL 

Ilis witnesses Nazir Sheikh and Annndo Sheikh prove he is the 
village Koval, and that ho is not a cultivator though he has land. 

The defendant Jovroo Sheikh pleads denial ; cannot say why he has 
been complained against. Ills ‘‘ barcc'' is about 40 russccs from Moo- 
look Sheikh’s. Has one and a half Kliada of land and one plough, 
about ten cottahs of uhich have been forcibly sovui down in 
Indigo. 

Ilis witness, Badal Sheikh, docs not know whether defendant broke 
np the Sahib’s Indigo. The defendant is a brother-in-law of the 
witness, &c. 

Ilis other witness, Moodee Sheikh, says Joyroo is a peaceful Hftan. 
They plough together &c. 

The defendant Meher Ali pleads denial and alibi. He has been 
complained against because he would not allow Indigo to be sown by 
force. lie is a servant of the widow of llurrochunder Bose. 

This witness llarran Sheikh proves he was ploughing in his com- 
pany, but cannot remember the day of the month or of the week. 
Cannot say whether defendant broke up the Indigo or not. And 
so on. 
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Ilis other witness Khoshall Sheikh is a fellow servant of defen- 
dant’s. Pfe deposes to the like effect, but remembers the day of tho 
week, it was last Thursday. Cannot say ^lhetller defendant broke up 
Indigo or not. And so on. 

Upon careful consideration of the whole of the evidence recorded 
in this case and after local observation, I see no sufficient reason to 
doubt the bona tides of the complaint, with respect to one and all of 
the defendants. Tlic villagers of Beerpore are all combined to sow 
no more Indigo, and I see uo reason to doubt make common cause 
against the Factory. 

I convict and sentence as detailed in columns seven and eight, and 
hope tlie punishment awarded will teach the villagers of Beerpore a 
wliol^ouie lesson and act as a deterrent to others. Should it prove 
iucflectual, and another complaint of the same kind be proved against 
the villagers to my satisfaction, I will not hesitate to award tlio 
maximum amount of punishment allowed by the Law. 

Camp Burra Andooreka, L. MACKENZIE,^ 

10 / April 18 GO. Deputy ^lajistrate. 

The Deputy Magistrate appears to lia%’^e gone most carefully into 
the case, and to have given every consideration to the evidence offered. 
The conclusion as to the guilt of the prisoners is undoubtedly correct, 
but the punishment appears too severe for the first case tried under 
a new Law. It must be borne in mind that thougU the Ryots were uo 
doubt anxious to get rid of their obligation to the Factory yet till this 
new Law was passed they were not criminally liable for the acta they 
have committed. It is not fair to say that because before tlic Law 
was altered they, believing that they were allowed to do so, did 
destroy Indigo, therefore their guilt is greater if they do .‘o no v, that 
such ail act is declared a crime. A sentence of one month would liave 
been sufficient to prevent a repetition of the offence in that village. 

N. B, — In these cases it is to be observed that tlie Law makes no 
mention of any contract. Growing Indigo’’ is to be protected. It 
does not matter in the least whose it is or why it wois sown. The 
Planter’s assertion that he has an interest in it is sufficient to entitle 
him to prosecute, aud now tliat the act is declared cyme malice 
may be inferred from the act itself. 
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No. XXV. 


From the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to F. GouLDSBUEr, Esq., 
Commissioner of Rajshahye,— (dated the 7th March 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to inform^you that the Lieutcnant-Goverij^r has 
seen in the public prints, and also received private intimation of a very 
serious outrage, which is reported to have occurred at Alipore, near 
Aurungabad, in the District of Moorshedabad, on the 24th February. The 
circumstances connected with this case, as it has been represented, are, 
that certain Ryots connected with the Ankoora and Kalapanee Factories, in 
consequence of the grievous oppression and extortion of the Gomashta 
of one of these factories, attacked and pursued him into the factory, 
when they either beat him to death or left him very dangerously wounded. 

It has also been reported that, in consequence of the excitt'd state of 
the people, the Assistant of the Manager of these factories had to make 
his escape from the factory, in company with the members of his family, 
on foot. 

As the above case appears to be one of a very serious and aggravated 
nature, involving the peace and security of an important Sub-Division o^ 
the Moorshedabad District, you will be so good as to report immediately 
what particulars have reached you regarding it, and what measures have 
been or are now being adopted in consequence. Should the circum- 
stances of the case, as above detailed, be found to be generally correct, the 
Lieutenant Governor requests you to explain why you omitted to bring so 
serious a matter to his notice, in accordance with the tenor of the instruc- 
tions issued on the abolition of the Quarterly Statements, that all impor- 
tant cases should be separately and immediately reported to Government. 
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From^F. Gouldsburt, Esq.. Commissioner of Circuit, Eajshaliye Division, to the 
Olliciating Secretary to the (Toverument of Bengal, — (No. C., dated Kajshaliyey 
the 11th March 1860.) 

Sib, 

I HAVE the lionor to acknowledge the receipt fthla morning) 
of your letter No. A. dated the 7th instant, and in reply to state that no 
intimation of the serious outrage therein mentioned has reached this 
Office. I have called upon the Magistrate of Moorshedabad for an 
immediate report on tlic subject, and on receipt of his reply the result 
shall be communicated to you. 


m 

From F GoutusBUEY, Esq., Commissioner of Circuit, Eajshahye Division, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Fort William — (No. 489, dated 
Bajahabyo the 19th Marcli 1860.) 


Sir, 

In continuation of my letter, No. C, of the 11th instant, I 
have the honor to forward a copy of one from the Magistrate of Moorshe" 
dabad reporting the particulars of the recent disturbances in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Ankoora and Kalapance Factories in that District, 

2. It will be seen that nothing more serious has occurred than the 
beating of die Factory Gomashta, whose oppressive conduct is said to 
have been the sole cause of tlic*disturbance, and that the matter has 
since been amicably settled. 

3. Adverting however to the excitement prevailing among the 
Ryots in that part of the District, I have deemed it advisable, as a pre- 
cautionary measure, to send over a Detachment of tlie Military Police to 
be at hand in case of their services being required. 


From W. Moehis Beaufobt, Esq., Officiatmg Magistrate of Moorshedabad, to the 
Commissioner of the Bajshahye Division, —(No. 26, dated Berhampore, the 15th 
March 1860.) 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter No. B, of the 11th instant, I have the 
honor to inform you, that on the 24th ultimo a report was received from 
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the Darogah of Shumsheergimge that the Chowkeedar of Mumrezpore 
had given information that the Manager of the Factory at Ankoorahhad 
surrounded the village for the purpose of plundering it, and that the 
villagers had collected at Nutoonhat to tlic number of 3,000 to resist the 
attack. Two days afterwards (on the 26th) a further report was receiv- 
ed from the Darogah, who had in the meanwhile gone to the spot himself. 
He stated that he together with the Darogah of Sooty arrived at Mo- 
hadcbniigger, the scene of the disturbance, at night, and in the morning 
deputed the Mohurrir to look for traces of the plunder referred to in 
his report of the previous day, and to prevent the Ryots of Mumrezpore 
from committing any riot, and he himself proceeded |p Shaiikparah and 
its adjacent villages, where he found that the villagers had been collected 
in numbers at different places beat of drum, lie went to these 
several parties, explained to them the folly of what they were about to 
do, and the consequences likely to result from it ; he cautioned them to 
desist from all breach of the peace, and at least to suspend all operations 
till the arrival of the Hakim on the spot, when full justice would be done 
to their grievances, to which they acceded, though tlicy refused to disperse 
When reporting the above circumstances the Darogali received intima- 
tion from Amccrudeen, Burkundaz of the Ila/arparah Pliawree, thatMorad 
Bib was had come to the house of Sliahas Muudle, of Mohadebnuggur, 
to concert plans for an attack upon the Kalapance Factory and the 
murder of the Manager. Notice was immediately sent of the matter to 
Mr. Rice, with a request that he whouUfat once quit the place, and the 
Darogah succeeded in preventing the rioters, already advanced as far as 
Kalapance and Protapgunge, from committing any disturbance on that day. 

That the planters on the other hand were assembling armed men to 
attack the Ryots, and that he could not investigate the case of Taffazzal 
Hossen, Gomashta, as the witnesses named in the plaintiff’s deposition 
had 'all fled. 

2. This information the Officiating Joint Magistrate communicat- 
ed to me in tlie interior of the District demi-officially, proposing to send 
the Deputy Magistrate, Baboo Sreesh Chunder Vidyarutna, to the spot. 
In reply I sanctioned the deputation of the Deputy Magistrate, and 
suggested that a very strong body of Police should also be sent. 

8. The Deputy Magistrate and the Police reached the scene of ac- 
tion on the 29th idem, and foand that the facts had been much exaggerat- 
ed. The Factory Gomashta had indeed been beaten, but not so as in any 
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way to endanger his life, and the people had dispersed. Mr. Rice too, 
the Assistant at Kalapanee Factory, had left it with his family on tlie 
advice of the Police, as a precautionary measure, and Iiad gone to another 
factory named Noorpoor. The disturbance appeared, as the Deputy 
Magistrate reports, to have been caused solely by the oppressive conduct 
of the Factory Gomadita, who was beaten, and though the rioters did 
go to Mr. Rice’s Factory, they wont aw'ay again peaceably when they 
were told that he was not there. 

4, As both the Zeinindaree and the factories belong to the same 
person, Mr. David Andrews, both parties very soon came to the determi- 
nation that it woij^d be best to make uj) their quarrel, and therefore when 
the Officiating Joint Magistrate applied to me for jny advice as to whether 
he should allow them to compromise tli# matter, I recommended him to 
comply with their wishes to avoid rc-cxcitlng or making permanent the 
bad feeling which had been raised, and liecausc if they were determined 
to hush up the matter we should find no evidence upon which to 
prosecute. 

5. With reference to no report of the affair having been sent to you, 

I have the honor to enclose a copy of the Officiating Joint Magistrate’s 
explanation of his having neglected to send to you information of the 
disturbance, and In extenuation of my own sliarc in the neglect in not 
having myself seen that a proper report was submitted I venture to state 
that I was in the interior of the District at the time when I received Jlr. 
Alexander’s report, which was merely the demi-official communication 
which I have before alluded to in para 2. 


From A. R. Young. Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Com- 
missioner of Rajshahye,— (No. 1271, dated the 27th March 1$60.) 


Sir, 


I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letters noted 
on the margin, regarding the disturbance 
in the Aurungabad Sub-Division alluded 
to in Mr. Officiating Secretary Lushing-^ 
ton’s letter No. A, dated the 7th instant, and in reply to state that from 


No. C. dated 1 1th instant. 

No. 489, dated the 10th instant, 
with enclosures. 
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what he heard of this case at Aliporc, in that Sub-Division, the Lieute- 
nant Governor cannot bring himself to believe that the report now 
before him, which makes light of the case, is founded upon full and 
correct information of the facts. 

2. I am to remark that from first to last the case appears to have 
been most weakly and improperly treated by the Magistrate, and the 
Lieutenant-Govenior is of opinion that the virtual ignoring of this dis- 
turbance, which occurred lajt month, may have led to the further serious 
outbreaks which have taken place within the last few days. 

3. The Officiating Joint Magistrate, Mr. Alexander, wlio appears 
to have been entrusted with the Police charge, seems to the Lieutenant 
Governor to be deserving of •very severe censure for not having imme- 
diately reported the occurrence, and for not having proceeded on the 
instant to the spot. Very great blame also attaches to Mr. Beaufort 
who, as the Magistrate of the District, is in fact the Ofiicer to be held 
primarily responsible. You are requested to intimate to these Officers 
the very unfavorable opinion which the Llcutcnant-Govemor has formed 
of their conduct in this case. 

4. The Lieutenant-Governor now desires that a full inquiry may be 
made into the affair, and you are requested to place the investigation 
in the hands of Mr. Wood, who has been placed in temporary charge 
of the Aurungabad Sub-Division, and to whom orders on the subject 
have this day been issued direct. 

5. It must be ascertained what numbers wxre engaged in the affair ; 
what temper they showed ; whether it is true that the Factory Gomash- 
tah was left for dead ; what exactly were the injuries which he received ; 
what were the particular acts of oppression wliich, as is now at last 
reported, induced the villagers to make this attack upon him, and how 
long such oppression had been practised ; what the owner or manfiger 
of *ihe factory had done to check, encourage, or instigate such oppres- 
sion ; and in whose interest and for whose profit such acts were committed. 

6. The stories current and credited, of oppression in the quarter in 
question, are such, that if those comiccted with the factory are not 
culpable, inquiry is due to them ; and if they are, it is due to the public 
that criminal proceedings should be instituted against the guilty parties. 
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From Jl E. Young, Es(^., Secretary to the Government of Bon^jal, to Bbownb 
Wood, Esq, Assistant Commissioner Sontlial Tergunnahs, in temporary 
cJxarge of the Sub-Division of Aiirungabad, Moor8hedabad,—(No. 127*i, dated 
the 27th March I860.) 


Sir, 


To Commr. Rajshahye No. A, dated 7th instant. 
From Ditto No. C, dated lltK instant. 

From Ditto No. 489, dated 19th instant. 

To Ditto No. — with enclosure of .this day’s date. 


I AM directed to forward to you a copy of the correspondence 

noted on tlie margin, rela- 
tive to a disturbance which 
occurred on the 24th ultimo 
in the neighbourhood of 
certain Indigo factories in the Aurungabad Sub-Division, and to request 
that you will institute a full and searching in\ cstigatlon into the cir- 
cumstances of the case, submitting a report of your proceedings for the 
Lieutenant-Governor’s consideration. As to the time suitable for com- 
mencing the inquiry, the Lieutenant-Governor desires that you wift 
exercise your discretion with reference to the state of feeling on the 
spot. 


From E. Gocldsburt, Esq., Commissioner of Cimiit, Eajshaliyo Division, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Fort William, — (No. 573, dated 
Rajshahye, the 9th April 1660.) 

Sir, 

With reference to your letter No. 1271, dated the 27th 
ultimo, I have the honor to forward for the Lieutenant Governor s 
consideration, a cop^ of the explanation furnished by Mr. Beaufort 
regarding his conduct in the case therein alluded to. I think it is to 
be regretted that Mr. Alexander did not proceed to the scene of the 
disturbance in person, instead of sending the Native Deputy Magistrate, 
whdfceems to have been rather hasty in admitting a compromise, with- 
out taking any material guarantees from the parties for the preservation 
of the peace. 

3. The papers of the case have been made over to Mr. Wood, with 
extracts paras 4 to 6 of your letter under acknowledgment and on 
completion of his inquiries, a full report shall be submitted. In the 
mean time, I purpose proceeding up the river to Aurungabad for a 
few days to see how matters are going on there ; according to the last 
accounts received from Mr. Furrell, the Ryots were leaving their 
villages. 
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Prom W. AfoBBTS Bkaijfobt, Esq.» Officiating Magistrate of Moorshedabad, to the 
Commissioner of the Eajshahyc Division, — fNo. 278, dated Berhampore, the 4lh 
April 18C0.) 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter No. 10 Ct. of the 31st ultimo, I hare 
the honor to inform you that all the papers regarding the attack upon 
Ankoorah factory were forwarded by me many days ago to Mr. Assistant 
Furrcll, by whom they were of course made over to Mr. Wood when he 
received charge of the Aurungabad Sub-Division. 

2. I regret exceedingly to observe the severe censure which his 
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor has passed upon my conduct, and as I 
am conscious of having acted throughout entirely for the best, I trust 
that I may be permitted to submit through you the following explana- 
tipii of the proceedings which have drawn down upon me his Honor’s 
displeasure. 

3. When I ’received from Mr. Alexander on the 27th of February 
the first report of this outrage, I was away from the Station on duty in 
the interior of the District. The only Officers in tlie District were Mr. 
Alexander, Mr. Kean, and the Deputy Magistrate, Baboo Srceshchunder 
Vidyarutna. The fiist was engaged in preparing for committal to the 
Supreme Court that heavy case of attack upon Mr. Vivian, attended 
with the murder of a Chowdeedar, in whicli eight Privates in Her 
Majesty’s 73rd Foot were the prisoners. Had he not been so tied to the 
Station I should undoubtedly have requested him to proceed at once to 
Ankoorah in person. 

4. Mr. Kean was in charge of the current duties of the Collec- 
torate, and it was therefore impossible to send him. 

5. Thus my only alternative was to request Mr. Alexander to 
depute the Deputy Magistrate with a very strong body of Police. 

(). On the return of Baboo Sreeshchunder Vidyarutna from the 
interior, he came to me in office and reported that the Gomastah’s injuries 
had been very much exaggerated ; that everything had been composed 
again, and that as Mr. David Andrews was not only the proprietor of the 
factory but also the owner of the land, all parties had made up their 
minds to compromise the disturbance, and it was under this impression 
aloney that when Mr. Alexander wrote to request my advice as to whether 
he should admit the compromise or not, I recommended him to do so 
in order to avoid re-exciting any bad feeling which had existed between 
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the parties, and because it is impossible to obtain evidence in ilie face of 
a determination to hush up any matter. I was in liopcs, T mav add, that 
the beating which the Gomastah had received fi’om tlie H)'ots, and 
which T liave no doubt tluit lie richly deserved, would deter him and his 
fellows from similar acts of ojipression. It was not until I went to Sootc 
myself on tlic 24th of last month, that is, exactly one month after the 
occurrcnci*,, and hud an interview with Mr. l\laeleod, Mr. David Andrews, 
Head IManager of the Aurungabad Goncern, that I became aware tliat I 
had been entm4y misled as to the feidines of both parties, f liien found 
out tliat die compromise had l>een forced ])y the Dejiuty ]\Iagislrate ; that 
Nfr. Macleod was no party to it; and that it had be(m admitted wltliout 
anything more tlian a verlial jiromlsc on the ])art of the l»yots that there 
should 1)e no more dlsturbatiees, and that they would continue to culti- 
vate tlieir lands as bi^’ove. 1 regret exei'edingly that ] was thus mlslial, 
and that ae.ting upon this misinformation, 1 advised ]\Ir. Alexander, the 
Joint Magistrate, to confirm the compromise ; my having done so W'as, 
I assure you, owing to no want of vigour in intention, bnt simply to my 
having been led to believe that the quarrel was entirely at an end. 

J trust that his Honor tlie Ideutenant-Govf^rnor wdll consider this 
explanation satisfactory, and ^^oiieratc me from all blame in the 
matter. 


Prom A. P. Torxo. K^q., Socrotary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of Pajslialiyc, — (No. 1700, dated tho J4th April ISOO.) 

Sill, 

1 AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of yonr letter No. 
573, dated the fth instant, and In reply to state that from Mr. Beaufort’s 
letter of explanation thereAvith .sulnnitted, it appears to the Lieutenant- 
Governor that both he and Mr. Alexander have been deceived in the 
matter of the Aurungabad (listurbances ; ])ut he remains umh'r tlie im- 
pression that If the Magistrate had knowm as rnneh as he mioft to liave 
known of what w^as going on in his I)i.strict, and if he had had his J\)lice 
properly in hand, he could not have been so deceived. 

2. Nothing is said of any proceedings in regard to the concluc.t of tlie 
Deputy IMagistrate, Baboo Sreesh Cbunder Vidyarutua, in this ailliir. 
This must not be passed over. I am to request, therefore, that his conduct 
may be inquired into and reported upon, as well as that of th^fc Police, in 
the course of Mr. Wood’s investigation. 
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iVom F, GoxTLDSBtJBT, Esq., Commissioner of the Eajshahye Division, tD the 
Secretary to theGovernmentof Bengal,— (No. 481, dated the 18th March I860.) 

SiK, 

I HAVE the honor to forward for the information of the 
Ilon'ble the Lieutenant-Governor a copy of a repot A\dnch I have just 
received from Moorsliedabad, regarding a combination among the Ryots 
of c.ertaln villages in the Shumsheergunge Thannah, for the purpose of 
opposing any attempts to force them to sow Indigo, together with a copy 
of the instructions which I have sent to the Magistrate in consequence. 


From n. W. Alexanpeh, Esq., Officiating Joint Magistrate of Moorshedahad, to 
the Commissioner of the Eajshahye Division,— (No. 23, dated the 14th March 
1860.) 

SiK, 

I HAVE the honor to state for your Information that I have 
tills day received intimation from the Shumsheergunge Uarogah, that the 
Ryots of Kasslinnuggur, Meertollah, Panchgachea. and ten or fifteen 
other villages, within the jurisdiction of the said Thannah, have colluded 
together and assembled in numbers wi^ the intention of opposing all 
attempts made to cause them to sow Inmgo ; Mr. Lyon, Superintendent 
of the Baniagram Factory (six miles from the Kalapaiicc Factory) is 
likewise said to have assembled as many of his subordinates as possible, 
for the purpose, no doubt, of forcing the Ryots to sow Indigo. 

2. Should he attempt to do so, in the present excited state of tlie 
villagers, a serious disturbance will inevitably take place between both 
parties. 

3. Under these circumstances I have thought it expedient to write 
to him to warn him against any oppressive measures, which would 
infjallibly tend not to quiet but to render much worse the present state 
of affairs. 

4. I have further ordered the Mirzapore and Khamrah Datogahs to 
proceed immediately to the spot, with as many Burkundauzes as are 
available at their respective Thannahs. 

5. A similar order has likewise been sent to the Mohurrir of Hazar- 
poora Pharreo (distant one mile from the place of the disturbance), and 
he has likewise been called upon to state 'W'hy he has up to this time 
given no intimation of this affair. 
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6. * In conclusion, I would mention that I have every hope that this 
matter may be settled amicably, as Messrs. Maclcod, Gordon and Ridge, 
Managers of Mr. David Andrews’ Concern, arc now stated to be at 
the Ancoora Factory for the express purpose of coming to a favor- 
able understanding with the Ryots of the adjacent villages, who were 
reported before this to have a.sscmblcd in a similar manner, for a similar 
purpose as in the present instance. 

7. A further report will be submitted hereafter. 


From W. M. Beauiokt, Esq., OtEciating Magistrate of Moorshedabad,— (No. ‘24, 
dated (Mb 15ih March 1800.) 

JA)UWAKI)E1> t<^ the Commissioner of Rajshahyc for his information. 


From F. Gouldsbury, Esq., Commissioner of the RnjsLahye Pirision, to the Oill- 
tialiug Magistrate of Mooi*slxedabad — (No. 480, dated the IStli March I8G0.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Oilice 
Memorandum of the 15th instant, No. 24, forwarding copy of a letter 
to your address from the Officiating Joint Magistrate of your District, 
under date the 1 Ith idem, No. 23, reporting that certain villagers 
within the jurisdiction of J'hannfdi Shumsheergunge, have combined 
together and assemhled for the purpose of opposing all attempts made to 
cause them to sow Indigo, and that Mr. Lyon, the Superintendent of the 
Baniagram Factory, is said to have assembled as many of his subordi- 
nates as possible, with the intention, it is supposed, of forcing the Ryots 
to sow. 

2. The measures taken by Mr. Alexander to prevent a serious dis- 
turbance taking place are approved of, but I should have preferred his 
proceeding in person to the spot, which you will be pleased to direct 
him to do, should the matter not have been settled amicably ere this 
reaches you : you will of course impress upon Mr. Alexander the neces- 
sity of his observing the strictest impartiality in his proceedings, which 
should be directed solely to maintaining the peace of the District ; with 
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'which view, t]ie Ryots should be required to disperse and return peace- 
ably to their homes, Avliilc any attempt on the part of Mr. Lyon to force 
them to sow Indigo shoidd be at once repressed. 

•h You are renjiu sted to keep me duly informed of what is done in 
this matter. 


From A. K. Yuunu, Esq., SocrcLaiy to the Government of Bengal, to the Commia- 
sioiior of Itajaiiahye,— (Ko. 1135, dated the *23rd March 1800.) 

SlK, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 481, 
iliited the 18th instant, Avitli its enclo^’cs, reporting a coml>ination 
among the Ryots of certain villages in the Shiunshcergungc Tluinnah, 
in ]\Ioorshedabiid, for tin* purpose oF o]q)osmg any attempts wliich might 
be made on the part of ^Ir. Lyon, the Superintendent of the Ihuiiagram 
Factory. 

2. In reply, I am desired to inform you that the Lieutenant-Governor 
apj)rovos of the inst ructions issued by you to the OtTIciathig Magistrate, 
Mr, Th'auFort, for llie presor\ation of the peace. It is much to be hoped 
that both parties \vill come to au amicable settlement. Lhe Magistrate 
]nust in any case keep the peace, and prevent all riotous or immacing 
assemblag:es. 


Telegraph Message from the Assistant Commissioner of Eajinalial, to the Secretary 
to Government of Bengal, — (No. 3008, dated 21st March 18C0.) 

hlu. Doyle, of Nimtollah, bringing to my notice that Ryots of 
IMoorshedabad Division were sending inllammatory letters to Ryots of this 
Division, calling upon all not to cultivate Indigo, threatening them with 
destruction of their liouses and property if they did, also subscribing 
oaths to both Hindoos and Mussulmans, 1 proceeded to Khntollah, 
succeeded in tracing and apprehending one of the chief conspirators, 
who seeing proofs strong against him, admitted, yesterday in his defence, 
he had written one of the intercepted letters, and implicated others 
concerned in above conspiracy. I sent him off on my elephant to 
Rajinahal this morning ; a large body of armed j\Ioorsliedabad Ryots 
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forcibly rescued the prisoner near Eadlianuggur in this Division, atidf 
threatened to destroy Mr. Doyle’s Factory in consequence of the intima- 
tion he had given me : I have therefore despatched a small party of 
Sepoys for that gentleman’s protection. The whole country from 
Aui'ungahad to the boundary of this Division are of one mind, and 
will not cvem allow those Inclined to cultivate to do so. Ryots meet by 
beat of tom-tom in very great numbers both by day and night, as 1 
have Tuyself witnessed last night and niglit before and this morning. 
Mr. Lyon is threatened at Bunyagaon, the Factory surrounded by bigbly 
excit(al Ryots, and a f mens momentarily expected: Cuddiimsar Factory, 
near Bun vagaoii, said to have been looted. Uoinastali of Doobreebunna 
Factory said to have been severely beaten, and Inirteepovc Factory 
across the River, in dellas Mullali, said to have been plum ler<M of all 
Factory papers. Js'o Magisterial Authorities between Borliampore and 
my Division, distance seventy miles; Ryots, tlierefore, have it all their 
own way. Planters and tluar servants arc conliiied to their houses, and, 
if energetic, nieasuixjs arc not at onc(^ taken, tluj conspiracy will extend 
n])wards towards Maldah District and this Division ; Ryots put up by 
Zemindars and their Subordinates. 


Telegraph Message from tlio Assistant Commissioner, Sontlial Pergunnalis, Raj- 
malial, to tlie Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Calcutta, — (No. 3015, 
dated 21st March 1 800.) 

Just received intimation from Mr. Lyon that he has been attacked by 
hosts of men and still more arc assembling. lie entreats assistance ; 
Bunyagoan is in the Moorshedabad Division, not mine. May 1 go with 
my remaining Goorklia Sepoys, 20 in number. 


Tcdcgraph Afessago from the Secretary to Government of Bengal, Calcutta, to tho 
Telegraph OHice, Rajmahal, — (No. 1158, dated 2*2nd March 1800, 10-45 a., m.) 

Please forward by express the following very urgent Message to 
Mr. W. L. Robinson, the Deputy Commissioner of the SonthalSergimnahs, 
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^vliereever he may be : Message ^ — Go with all possible expedition to 
Moorshcdabad, where you have been appointed to ofGciate as Magis- 
trate and Collector ; make over charge of your present Office to Mr. 
YulC; by letter . 


Tdograpli Message from A. 11. Thompson, Esq., Junior Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Jieagal, Calcutta, to B. Wood, Esq , Assistant Commissiouor, Kajmalial, 
— (No. 1131, dated 22nd March 1800, 12-20 p. m.) 

You arc vested with powers of a Afagistratc in the District of Aloor- 
shedabad. Take charge at once of the Aurangabad Sub- Division, 
d'ake as many Military Police as you can gut Troops will be sent to 
you uj) the line of Bailway as fast as possible. Always put the date 
and liour of your Telegrams. 


Telegraph Mossage from Calcutta, 32ii<l March, Noon, from the Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, to Karni)orc Iliiut, to Mu. Pukuy or Mu. Hampton. 

“ Please forward the following very urgent message by tlie express 
t(* Air. W. AI. Beaufort, the AJagistrate of Aloorshedabad : Message , — 
Proceed yourself at once to the disturbed part of your District East of 
the Bliagarutty, and call on the Officer Commanding at Berhamporc for 
such troops as are necessary for the purpose of preventing any breach 
of the peace or restoring order. Air. B. Wood has been put in charge 
of Aurangabad Sub-division. Troops for that Sub-Division will be provided 
from Soorie. Yhm and Air. Alexander must yourselves look after the 
portion of the District on the East of the Bhagarutty.” 


From A.E. Thompson, Esq., Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to F. 
Gouldsbuey, Esq., Commissioner of Eajsluihye, — (No. 1086, dated Fort Wil- 
liam, the 22nd March 1800.) 

Siu, 

1 AM directed by the Lieutenant Governor to request that, im- 
mediately on the receipt of this letter, you will proceed to Berhampore, 
and report your arrival there to this office. 
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Froir^ F. Gottldsbutiy, Fsq., Comiiiissionor of (ho .FnjsliaJjyo r)ivision, to tlu^^ 
Serrctiiry to the Guvernracut of Bengal, — (dated Berhanipv)re, 27th March 
1800.) 


Sir, 

I have the honor to report my arrival at this Station, in con* 
formity with the instructions communicated to me in the Junior Secre- 
tary’s letter, which 1 received on Saturday last. 


From A. K. Yottnu, Estj., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Traffic 
Manager, E. I. R. Ilowrali, — (dated *2*2nd March 1800.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to request tliat you will be good enough to cause 
accommodation to be provided for taking about 250 men and 2 horses 
of tlie 3)-d Bengal Police Battalion from Kaneegungc to Synteah as 
soon as Lieutenant Adams, at llaneegunge, gives notice of the Detachment 
being ready to start. A special train will be required. 


From the Traffic Manager of the E. I. Eaihvay Co., to tJie Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Bcngal,«— (No. 136, dated, Howrah Station, the 22nd March ISGO.) 

Sir, 

1 HAVE to acknowledge your letter of the 22iid instant. In 
reply I beg to say 1 eaniiot make an arrangement for a special train on 
the vague notice given by you. The Ilailway from Raneegungc to 
Synteah is two distinct lines ; both a single and a special could not be run 
with safety without proper instructions from this ollicc. if you can let 
me know wrhen the Police really require to be sent, there arc two trains, 
one by day and the otlier by night, by which I can arrange It, and every 
exertion shall be used to meet your requirements. 


From A. II. TiiOMrsoN, Esq., Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to 
Major F. D. Atkinson, Officiating Secretary to llio Government of India, 
Military Department.— (No. Io60, dated the 22iid March 18G0.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Lieutenant-Governor to request that 
with the permission of the Hon^ble the President in Counci?) orders may 
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at once issue for sending tliis evening two Companies and an CUllcer 
from the Aliporc Regiment along the line of Railway to Pnlsa, a Station 
on the line between Synth(‘a and Rajmahal. The Ofliccr in Commaiid 
of the two Com])ani(‘s may be directed to await the instructions of 
Mr. Brown 0 Wood, tlic Magistrate at that Station. 


From Major F. D. Atkinson, OiUciaiing Secretary to the Government of India, 
Military Department, to tlie Deputy Quarter Master General of tlie Army 
—(No. 1048, Council Chamber, Fort William, dated the 22nJ March 18G0 ) 


Siu, 

In transmitting to you the accomjmnying copy of a letter from 
the Junior Secretary to tl)e Government of Bengal, Xo. 1()G(>, dated 22nd 
March 18G0, rc(pu‘sting the despateli this evening of two Companies and 
an Ollicer from the Allpore Regiment along tlie line of Tiaihvay to Pulsa, 
I am directed to state that if the ]>arty cannot be furnished from that 
Regiment, It must be sent from Barruckpore. 


No. 1049. 

( 'Opy of the foregoing forwarded to the Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal, with reference to liis oflice letter No. 10GB, dated 22nd instant. 


From A. R. Thompson, Esq., Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to 
the Ofiiciating Secretary to tlio Government of India, ]\lilitary Department. — 
(No. 1133, dated the 23rd March I860.) 

9ik, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your docket No. 
1049, of yesterday’s date, relative to the despatch of two Companies and 
an OfTicer of tlie Alipore Regiment to Pulsa. As you have already 
been informed by my demi-official communication of yesterday’s date 
that the Lieutenant Governor did not on further consideration require 
this Force, I have only to repeat that it will not be necessary to act 
upon my fivit l-eRer. 
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Telegraph Alessage from the -Assistant Commissioner, Rajmahul, to A. It. YouNCV, 
Esq,, Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Calcutta,— (No. *2172, dated 
the 22nd March, 1860 — 8-20 P. m.) 

I leave immediately for Bunyagaon, Furrell reached that place 
last night ; he has apprehended and sent to this for safe custody one 
of the chief conspirators. Mr. Lyon was attacked yesterday by a very 
large concourse of people ; he and his servants wounded seven of 
the assailants ; two have since died, two more expected to die. I will 
remain with Furrell till further orders. Arc tlic proceedings to be in 
English or the Vernacular ? Bukkarabad Factory papers destroyed night 
before, last. 


Telegraph Message from Caknitta, 23rd March, 1-40 p. m., from Sccy. to Govt, of Bengal, 
to llajmahal, to Mr. B. Wood. 

The Proceedings should be in the language usual in the Sub-Division ; 
for the present, and until further orders, you will remain in charge of the 
Sub-Division of Aurungabad. ' Mr. Furrell will also have work enough. 
Report daily till all is quiet. Captain Pughc, of the 3rd Police Battalion, 
with four or five hundred of his men, were to start for Synthea or further, 
if possible, by rail yesterday, and will communicate ^)Jjth you. Keep 
him informed of your movements, and where you would wish him to 
proceed to. 


Telegraph hlessage from the Assistant Commissioner, Camp Bunyagaon, vid Raj* 
mahal, to Secretary to Government of Bengal, Calcutta, — (No. 2522, dated 
24th March, 2-3 p. m.) 

Two of the ringleaders have been apprehended ; matters appear to be 
somewhat quietening down ; some Ryots have returned to their Indigo 
cultivation and others following. The Magistrate of Maldah has arrived 
at Bhogwanpore Factory and inquiring into the Bukkred Factory plun- 
der ; affairs appear to be more quiet across the River. Beaufort has 
arrived at Soonee, (Sooty ?) hope to meet him to-morrow. He has one 

65 
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htodred of 73rd Regiment. Captain Piighe has two hundred and«fifty 
men coming our way, Mr, Furrell has sent him a message to say one 
hundred men would be sufficient to guard this part of the country. We 
will }>ust them at Dhoolian as the most centrical locality. I think one 
hundred men will noAv be sufficient, as one hundred of the 73rd will be 
near at hand. It will be difficult to feed a large number of troops 
down here. 


From A. R. Young, Secretary to the Q-overnment of Bengal, dated the 24th 
March, to the Magistrate of 


(1.) Eujshahye. 

(2.) Beerbhoom. 

(3.) Bancoorah. 

(4.) Joint Magistrate of Raneegunge. 

(5.) Deputy Commissioner S. P. at Godda.* 

((>.) Assistant Commissioner ditto at Rajmahal, 

(7.) Nyn Doomka, 

(8.) Pakour. 

(9.) Sub- Assistant Commissioner S. P. at Deoghur, 
(10.) Magistrate of Midnapore. 

(11,) Hooghly. 

(12.) Burdwan. 

(13.) Deputy Magistrate of Serampore. 

(14.) Jehanabad. 

(15.) Magistrate of Nuddeah. 

(16.) 24 Pergunnahs, 


Sir, 


I AM directed by the Lieutenant Governor to request that you 


♦ Enter in No. I 2nd. 
Ditto „ „ 2 to 9 3rd. 

Ditto „ „ 10 to 14 4th. 

Ditto „ „ 15 to 16 6th. 


will take immediate steps for having all 
Guards that have hitherto been supplied to 
your Station from the * Bengal Police Batta« 
lion, including those for the Jail and Trea- 


sury, immediately replaced by Burkundauzes, if they have not already 
been so replaced, Reporting that yon Inwre done ao to the InapOctor of 
P(^co Battalions in Bengal, 
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2.* Sliould fovL not be able to obtain the services of Burkundanzes oil 
the old rate of pay, you are hereby authorized to engage them at higher 
rates not exceeding Rupees 6 each per month. The Guards of the Military 
Police when relieved by Burkundanzes will become available to you for 
general service. 


From A. E. Touno, Esq., Secretary to tlie Government of Bengal, to the Inspector 
of Military Police Battalions in Bengal, — (No. 1183, dated the 24th March I860.) 


Sir, 

I am directed by the Lieutenant Governor to inform you that 
orders have been issued to the Magistrates at the several Stations, which 
have been supplied with Guards from the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and Gth Bengal 
Police Battalions, to have all those Guards immediately replaced by 
Burkundauzes, reporting the same to you. 

2. You are requested to order the Guards in the several Districts 


Chuprah, Nyadoomka, Hooghly, 

Mozufferpore, Bcoghur, Serampore, 

Beerbhoom, CJodda, Jclianabad, 

Baru'oorah, Pakour, Burdwan, 

Ranecffunge, 24 Perghs, Kajshahye, 

Rajmanal, Midnaporc, Calcutta. 


noted in the margin to join 
their Head Quarters. Those 
in Nuddea will be at the 
disposal of the Magistrate 
for general service. 


3. The Guards at Chuprah and Mozufferpore should be relieved by 


Detachments of the Seikh Battalion, who should be transferred. 


Telegraph Message from C. J. IDmpton, Esq , Bamporc Haul, to A. E. Youwo, 
Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Calcutta,— (No. 144, dated the 
24th March 1S60.) 

The following just received from Mr. Beaufort in reply to 
your telegram to him. “ I am off at once with one hundred of the 
73rd Goorkhas to Aiirungabad. I sent off forty men of the Police 
Battalion, whom the Commissioner had sent over here at my request. 
Mr. Furrell took charge of the Sub-Division on the 21st, and has already 
gone to the spot. The only news I have at present is a reported attack 
on the Baniagram Factory, which was defended, and on the Backara- 
bad Factory, in the Maldah District.” 

No. 1244. 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of Indiai in . 
the Home Department. 
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jp'rom A. R. Youko, Esq. Secretary to the Government of fiengal to W* M, 
Bkaufobt, Esq. Magistrate of Moorshedabad, Aurangabad— (No. l208»Fort 
William, dated tto*26th March 1800) 

Sir, 


With reference to your Telegram, without date, received via 
Ramporc Ilaut, I am directed to observe that, in the message sent to 
you on the 22nd instant, you were informed that Troops for the Sub* 
Division of Aurungabad would be provided from Soorie. It was there- 
fore unnecessary to take other Troops there. You were instructed also 
to attend to the part of your District to the East of the Bhaugerutty, 
and you were informed that Mr. B. Wood would have charge of the Sub- 
Division of Aurungabad. If, however, there is no appearance of dis- 
tuibancc in the Eastern part of your District, you weic right, the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor observes, to go to Aurungabad, but otherwise it will 
probaldy be right for you to return to the East of the Bhaugerutty, 
leaving Mr. B. AVood for the present in charge of the Sub-Division, with 
Mr. JAirrcll to assist him. 

2. If, as is probable, there are more men now in the Aurungabad 
Rub-Division than arc required, some of them should be sent over to the 
Maldali side, to be at the disposal of the ilaglstrate of that Distiict, in 
dealing with the disturbances wliich are reported to have broken out 
there. 


Telegraph ^Message from A. U. Y'oung, Esq , Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, to Air. W. Hampton, Ermporo Haut— (No. 231, dated 25th March 
18G0) 


Please forw^ard the following message to Mr. Beaufort wherever 
he may be. — 

“ If 3^011 have more men In Aurungabad than are wanted, send some 
over to the Maldali side to be at the disposal of Magistrate; send back the 
Detachment of 73rd Goorkhas if they arc not required. 

“ Mr. Wood’s message of the 24th has been received. Ho will remain 
in charge of the Sub-Division for the present.” 
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Telc^*aph Message from the Assistant Commissioner of Hejmahal, to the Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 2700, dated Camp Bunyagaon^ viA 
Bajmahal, the 25lh March 18C0, 10 p. m ) 

Sunday ; only news to-day is from Air. Hedger, of Turtcpoor, 
Maldali Division, His factt)ry papers have not been plundered. He 
writes 24th instant. There is au^ uneasy feeling in lot Eance Hat- 
to.Q which runs along side of one for eight or nine miles, and I am 
told the Myut Diiffadar has written to the Head Alundcl in lot Enaitolla 
Chokey that unless his people join the league they will not be allowed 
to cat or smoke or intermarry with Ileciinyut’s people, A lot of 
Ryots bedakhillcd Mr. Foggo’s Peons 2 days since. Ranee Hatteo 
Ryots have combined to sow Indigo for McArthurs new factory 
of Simultola. If they break out now, and again they must I d(^’t see 
what is to save this concern. A hundred scpojvS from Rampore Beaulia, 
which is about 35 miles from Ranee Ilattcc and Simultola, would tend to 
quiet the country much. Mr. Spankie is inquiring into Bukkrabad Fac- 
tory plunder case, and is 25 miles distant from Ranee ITatteo. 


Telegraph Alessage from Capfain PuonE, Pulaa, Major Plowdex, Private Secre- 
tary to Lieutenant Governor, CalcuUa — (No. 157, Puckour, 2 tli March I860.) 


Arrived here this morning. The Junghiporc Alagistratc reports 
everything quiet on botli sides the river. I shall scud him a Detachment 
chiefly for the purpose of showing themselves. I remain here with 
the main body until I receive orders from Calcutta. I have halted the 
men who were on the way up to join me. More by post. 


No. 1245. 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of India in 
the Home Department. 
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Telegraph Message from Alipore, 20th March, 1-40 p. m , from the Secretary to the 
Govemmeut of Bengal, to Puckour via Pulsa, to Captain Puohb, 

You mu’-t leave at leabt one European and one good Native Officer 
and 011 % hundred men in the Junghypore Sub-Division, to be at the dis- 
po^^al of Mr. Wood. If troops are required in Maldah you must send 
a detachment there or go yourself asicircumstanccs may require 


From A. ll YonNO, Ksq., Secretary to the (rovernment of Bengal, to the Magis- 
trate of Moorshedahad, (No. 1204 dated Fort William, the 26th March 1860 ) 

Sir, 

Althoiigii it is known to the Lieutenant-Governor that se- 
rious disturbances broke out In the Aurangabad Division of your District 
on tlie 21st instant, and accounts of these disturbances are published 
in the (Calcutta newspapers of last evening, no intimation of wliat has 
happened has been received from you up to the present time. 

2. Tlie Lieutenant-Governor cannot but regard tliis silence on your 
part as highly reprehensible, asitsho\\s either that you had no know- 
ledge of these serious occurrences within your own jurisdiction, or 
knowing them failed to report them at once to Government, as it was 
your duty to have done, 1 am directed to express the dissatisfaction of 
the Lieutenant-Governor with your conduct on this matter, and to warn 
you against similar negligence in future. 


From A. 11. Yottng, Esq , Secretory to the Govemmeut of Bengal, to the Com 
missioncr of the liajshahye Division, (No. 1206 dated Fort William, the 26th 
March 1860.) 

Sir, 


I AM directed to forward to you a copy of* letters this day ad- 
dressed to the Magistrates of Moorshedahad and Maldah respectively, 
and I am to request that you will instruct all the Magistrates under you 
to report direct and immediately, however concisely, for the informa- 
tion of the Lieutenant- Govempri every case of serious disturbance 
that occursMn their Districts. 
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From# the Joint Magistrate of Berhampore, per E. I. ay Telegraph, to A- 
E. Yotxwa, EftQ., to the Secretary Gorernment of Bengal, Calcutta,— (No. 146 
dated 25th March 1860.) 

Sir, 

Mr. Lyon’i|| Factory at Baniagram attacked between 6 and 
7 A. M. of 21st, by large body of Byots. 

Two Ryots killed, others wounded. Pioneer arrived off the place at 
the time, sent assistance. 

Ryots then dispersed. 

Murod Biswas, instigator of this, seized and now on way to Berliam- 
pore. Impioncer at 11 A. M. of 22nd. 

All reported quiet at Baniagram, Dhullian, and surrounding villages. 
Full particulars are coming by letter. 


From A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Joint 
Magistrate of Berhampore, — (No. 1268, da^ed the 27th March 1860.) 

Sir, 

With reference to your telegraph message reporting that 
Mr. Lyoffs Factory at Raniagram liad been attacked and two Ryots 
killed and others wounded, I am, directed to point out to you that you 
have not dated the message. Neither was it, nor your demi-official 
letter on the same subject, received till after the Lieutenant Governor 
had seen an account of tiie affair in the newspapers. 


From H. W. ALBXiiNt>ER, Esq., Officiating Joint Magistrate of Moorshedabad, to 

A. R. Young, Esq , Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Fort William, 

(No. 247, dated Berhampore, the 29th March I860.) 

Sir, 

With reference to your letter No. 1258, of the 27th instant, 
I have the honor to state in reply, that the telegraphic message I sent 
was despatched on the 25th instant from Synthea ; my demi-official letter 
wafl written on llxe 24th, the date being accidentaUy omitted by me. 
Notice of the attack on Mr. Lyon’s Factory at Baniagran: wan reoetvad 
from Mr. Furrell, Assistant Magistrate, at Jungipoor, on the 23rd 
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From \V. M . Bbaufort, Esq., OfBciating ^Magistrate of Moorshedabad, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Fort William, — (No, 242, dated Ber- 
liampore, the 29th March 1860.) 

SlK|| 

In reply to your letter No. 1204, of the 26th instant, conveying 
to me his Honor the Lieutenant Governor s displeasure at my negli- 
gence in not having reported at once the occurrence of so serious an 
outbreak as tlic attack on the Indigo Factory at Baniagram, 1 have the 
honor to state tliat as I was on the point of stepping into my palkee at 
4 P. M. on Friday the 23rd instant to proceed to the scene of disturbance, 
in obedience to your order, received by telegraph that morning, the Offi- 
ciating Joint Magistrate, Mr. Alexander, sent to me Mr. Furrell’s demi- 
official letter, reporting the outrage, whicli had just arrived. I at once 
on the back of Mr. Alexander s note wrote to him in pencil requesting 
him to send to you Mr. Furrell’s letter in original, and also by telegraph 
an abstract of its contents. 

2. I have now the honor to enclose a copy of a letter which I ad- 
dressed to Mr. Alexander, and of his reply, explaining why my instruc- 
tions were not carried out, and you wore left so long in ignorance of 
the particulars of the riot. And the accompanying Electric Telegraph 
Department receipt will show you when the message which Mr. 
Alexander eventually sent to Synthea was received there. 

3. I hope that his Honor the fiieutenant Governor, from whose 
censure I am very anxious to clear myself, will consider this explanation 
satisfactory, and will absolve me from all blame in the matter. 

From W. M. Beaxjfobt, Esq., OlIiciatiDg Magistrate of Moorshedabad, to H. W. 
Alexaxdeb, Esq., Officiating Joint Magistrate of Moorshedabad, — (No. 238, 
dated Berhampore, the 28th March I860.) 

Sib, 

With reference to the accompanying l^^r from the Under 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, may 1 request the favor of 
your explaining why JMr. FurrelVs report, which I sent to you for trans- 
mission to Government on the 23rd instant, when I was on the point of 
getting into my palkee to proceed to the disturbed District, wiw not 
fdrwarded »t o»ce to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for 
the lieutenant-Govemor’s information ? 
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• May 1 request that you will reply to this letter at-once, ixs I aju 
cxcecdinfyly anxious to clear myself as soon as I can from the imputa- 
tion of highly reprehensible negligence/' 

From H. W Alexandee, Esq., Ofliciatiug Joint Magistrate of Moorsliedabad 
to W. M. BFAUFdET, Es<^, Olficiating Magistrate of Moorslicdabad, — 
(No 239, dated Berliampore, tlio 2Htli Mareh 1860.) 

Srn, 

J NT lejily to your letter No. oi this date, I beg to state 

that having read Mr. Furrell’s letter on the 23r(l instant, I sent it on to 
you, explaining my reasons ior so doing ; it was returned from you, 

but tlie (3iaprasseo who brought it told me that a letter wu’ittcii 

* 

by you convoying certain instruclloiis to me was inside the said 
envelope. I theietore thought that you had given all noeo'^sary orders, 
concerning tlie report nuule by Mi. Furiell ot the disturbance at Bania- 
grarn. TIi(‘ next morning the 21th, )>y the merest chance^ Mr, PIgou the 
fludge called at my house and asttnl in<' if I liad heard anything further 
eonconiing the rumours of (listurbanc<'s in tlu‘ North of the District. 1 
handed him Mr. FuindFs letter, and tlien for the JirU time <liscov’ered 
inside the envelope your instructions to me eonc(‘rning Mr. Fiirreirs 
letter, wiitten on my note to you of the previous day. I immediately 
despatched a tclcgjam by a ChapraNsee of mine to SyntJiea to 
Mr. A Young, together with ]\Ir. FurrclFs letter and two others subse- 
ipunUly ree(Mved frmn him re]a)rting all quiet at Baiiiagram. The said 
telcgiaphi(‘ message, from the enelost^d r('(‘ei})t it will be seen, was 
ilcspatcbcd on the 2r)th instant ; I r(‘giet extiemely that tlds delay 
should have occurred in tiansmitting Mi. ]'\iri(dl’s letter to Oalcutta, 
but I beg to assure you that until I placed the said letter in the hands 
of Mr. Pigou on the morning of the 24th, J was totally unaware that 
you had given me any orders to carry out in the said letter. I tr^ist 
this explanation may exonerate me from any supposed wilful negligence 
in carrying out you# orders. 

From A, R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Officiat- 
ing Magistrate of Moorshedabad, — (No. 1447, dated the 2ud April 1800.) 

Sir, 

1 AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of yout^ letter No, 
242, of the 29th ultimo, reporting the circumstances under which you 

6ti 
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hope to be exonerated from the blame imputed to you in orders dated 
tlie 26th ultimo, for not having brought to notice the serious disturbances 
which occurred in connection with certain Indigo Factories in your Dis- 
trict, and to inform you in reply that the Lieutenant-Governor considers 
your explanation to be entirely satisfactory. 


From F. Gouldsbuky, Esq., Commissioner of Circuit, Kajshahye Division, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Fort William,— -(No. lOt. dated 
Berhnmpore, the 28th March 18 G 0 .) 

Stk, 

1 HAVE the honor to report for the information of the JlJeut- 
enant Gov(‘mor, that I have just had a conference with Mr. Beau- 
fort, who has returned from the scene of tlie late disturbances and 
lias informed me that he left everything perfectly quiet and likely to 
remain so, as long as the Sub-Divisional Authorities are out and there 
is a force at hand to do their bidding. 

2. As Mr, Beaufort has kept the Government regularly informed 
of liis proceedings, it is unnecessary for me to recapitulate them. It 
may suffice to remark that both he and Mr. Furrell have acted with 
promjitiicss and energy, and done all that lay in their power to put down 
the disturbances and prevent the infection spreading further as was at 
one time feared. 

3. I am glad to learn from Mr. Beaufort that Mr. Spankie had 
proceeded to the disturbed part of his District, and was taking pro- 
per measures for the preservation of the peace in that quarter ; no 
further apprehension need therefore be entertained, as far as the Moor- 
shedabad and Maldah Districts are concerned, while the Detachments of 
the Police Battalion are kept there. 

ft. Some of the leaders in the attack on Mr, Lyon’s Factory at 
Bimyagaon have Ijieen apprehended, and active measures being taken for 
the capture of the remainder, four of whom have, I am informed, gone 
to Kampore Bauleah, with the ostensible purpose of presenting a petition 
to my Circuit. 

5. As Mr. Beaufort’s presence is required here as Collector, on 
account of the quarterly sales, I have authorized him to depute the 
Officiating ®Joiift Magistrate, Mr. Alexander, to watch this side of 4he 
Bhagiruttee, though this precaution seems scarcely necessary. 
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6. • As there seems to be no necessity for my rcmaliung here beyoucf 
the present week, I purpose returning to Bauleah on Saturday evening, 
to admit of my presiding at the examination of the Assistants on Monday 
the 2nd proximo. I shall besides be in a more central position as regards 

* Moorshedabad, Malclah, foiir Iiidigo Districts* there, than I 

Kajsbahyc, Tiibnah. should bc by remaining at this Station, 

where communication with three of them would be delayed. 

7. Mr. Miispratt is doing well in Pubna, I trust the arrange- 
ments made before I left Bauleah, for preventing further disturbances 
in Rajsliahye, will have the desired cfFect. 

8. A full report of the attack on Mr. Lyon’s Factory, in which 4 
of the assailants appear to have lost their lives, shall be submitted on 
completion of the inquiry. 

P. S. — I annex copies of two reports from the Officiating Joint 
Magistrate of Moorshedabad, dated the 24th and 25th instant. 


From H. W. Alexander, Esq., OfEciating Joint Magistrate of Moorsheda- 
bad, to tho Commissioner of the Rajshahye Division.— (No. 27, dated Berham- 
pore, the •24th March I860.) 

Sir, 

In continuation of my letter No. 23, of the 14th instant, I have 
the honor to report for your information, that on the 22nd instant Mr. 
Furrell, the Assist. Magistrate of Jungipore, reported from Buuyagaon, that 
on the previous day between 6 and 7 a. m. a large party of Ryots armed 
with spears and tulwars &c., had attacked the Factory belonging to Mr. 
Lyon with the intention of plundering it and murdering the proprietor. 

2. Mr. Lyon had only with him at the time some few Burkundazes, 
and as matters were very serious indeed, he fired upon the mob; one 
Ryot was killed on the spot, six wounded, one of whom has subse- 
quently died. At the same time the “ Pioneer” Very providentially 
arrived opposite the factory and on intimation being given to those on 
board, a party .came to the rescue of the inmates of the Factory, and the 
Ryots on this ultimately dispersed. Mr. Furrell reports it as a noto- 
rious fact, and further corroborated by the confession of one of the 
'Vended men, that one Morad Biswas had been for thref days previously 
inciting the Ryots of the surrounding villages to commit these open 
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and unlawful acts of violence. The said individual has beexi since aj>]>re- 
hended, and is now on his way to Berhampore on board the “ Pioneer 
of his amval 1 will duly inform you. It appears this attack was totally 
unprovoked, and Mi. Lyon seems to have actcul purely on the defensive ; 
in fact had it not been for the timely arrival of tlie “ Pioneer, ” there is 
no doubt that the Pyots would have murdered those of the Factory peo- 
ple who fell into their hands. 

3. Mr. Furrell furtlier mentions that a large party of llyots are 
said to have atta(^k(id the Buckrabad Factory in the Maldali District, and 
to have entirely plundered and otherwise destroyed it, and that the 
said band, it was rumoured, intended recrossing the river to attack IJr- 
niooree in the same way ; subsequently letters received from Mr, Furrell 
to-day show that matters have since quieted down at Bimyagaon 
Dhullian and the surrounding neiglihourhood. I liavc forwarded Mr, 
FurrelVs letters in original to tlie Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
at the request of ^Ir. P)eanfovt, who started yesterdav for Arimgabad. 
Should any furtlnu* information respecting these affairs arrive, I will 
immediately acquaint yon with the same. 

i. A party of the l^olice Battalion consisting of 40 men went yes- 
terday morning to the scene of these disturbances, and I issued orders 
to several Darogalis to send as many Burkundazes as could be' spared 
to Bnnyagaon ; a Detachment moreover of the THrd Native Infantry 
under command of a European Officer, proceeded yesterday to the spot, 
in accordance with a telegraphed order received yesterday from the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 


rrom H. \Y. Alexander, Esq., Officiathig Joint IMogiatrate of Moorshedabad, 
to the Coinndfiftionor of the lOgshahye Division, — (No. 28, dated Berliampore, 
tthe 25th March 18(30. 

Sir, 


I HAVE the honor to inform you that from a letter received 
to-day from Mi\ Furrell, dated the 23rd instant, 1 P. M,, it seems that 
since the arrest of Morad Biswas, mentioned in my letter No, 27 of yester- 
day’s d^.te, matters, have entirely quieted on this side the Ganges ; j^o 
assemblies, of Ryots are now to be found* 
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2f A small force of Military Police stationed in the immediafe 
iieighbourliood, Mr. Farrell says, will prove quite suflicient for the main- 
tenance of the peace. 


From A, R. Youno, Esq., Socrciary to tho Government of Bengal, to the Conimis- 
aioner of Raj shah ye,— (No. 1360, dated the 30th March 1860.) 

SlK, 

I AM directed to acknowlcMlge tlic receipt of your letter, No. 
1 ('t., dated the 28th instant, and in reply to inform you that the Lieute- 
nant (Tovernor approves of your proposal to leave Berhanqxn'o for Ram- 
pore Beauleah in time to be present at the examination of Assistants on 
the 2nd proximo. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor anxiously awaits the report promised 
in the 8th para, of your letter regarding the serious allair of the attack 
Upon Mr. I^yon’s Factory. It is satisfactory to him to find that several 
of the ringleaders in sueb an attack as appears to have been made on 
Mr. Lyon are already in custody, and he has no doubt that every exer- 
tion is being made to apprcliend the remainder. Such an outrage as 
is reported to have been committed on this occasion must be most 
severely ami prom])tly punished, whatever caused it. 'llie Lieutenant. 
Governor desires tliat you will place the investigation of tliis case and 
of all others now pending, or whicli may arise in the Aurungabad Sub. 
Division, in the hands of Mr. B. Wood, who is now in charge of the 
Sub-Division. 

3. Hsit it is necessary also to ascertain tlio rc'asojis wliich actuate 
so large a num1)er of the usually peaceable inhabitants of Bengal to 
make such a violent and mnr(]erous attack as is represented to liavc been 
made upon this particular Factory. 

4. In such cases, until tho affair is thoroughly investigated, there 
must always be a suspicion that violence so extraordinary was resorte^^l 
to, either as a means of defence against some threatened injury of an 
intolerable nature, or in revenge for some such injury which, in the 
belief of the persons concerned, could not be prevented or punished 
ox remedied by the Law as practically administered, 

^5. It is therefore specially incumbent on the Magigterijl Officers of 
a District in wliich such an outrage has occurred, to probe the affair to 
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th'e bottom ; and this must be done not only for the vindicatloH of 
character, where the outrage lias been unprovoked, and for the prose- 
cution of all leading ofienders against the Law, on the one side as welj 
as on tlic other, where it has been provoked ; but also for the purpose 
of ascertaining how far the legal system in force, or its administration 
by the Local Officers, may be fairly held responsible for the breach of 
the peace that has occurred. I'he Lieutenant-Governor desires that the 
attention of the District Officers may be specially directed to these 
remarks. 


Telegraph Message from the Assistant Commissioner, Camp Bunyagaon, 9 p. m. 
vid Bajmahal 4-30 p. m,, to the Secretary to Government of Bengal, — (No. 
‘^890, dated 27th March 1859.) 

Captain Pughe arrived at Dhoolian, 6 miles South of this, to-day. Mr. 
Furrell has gone down there to arrange for Russut, shelter, etc. Adju- 
tant Cologan arrived here yesterday with 80 men, and will stay here for 
the present. Mr. Spankie has asked for troops from Rampore Bauleah. 
Captain Pughe will probably send some men from Dhoolian, matters 
appears quiet. Four have gone down to Rampore Bauleah to petition 
Commissioner. Intimation of same has been sent both to Commis- 
sioner and Magistrate and to apprehend them. Hear from Beaufort 
that Commissioner has arrived at Berhampore. Inquiry into late out- 
rage progressing, and will proceed to Dowliah in a couple of days. 


Prom F. Gouldrbtjbv, Esq., Commissioner of Circuit, llajshabyo Division, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Fort William— (No. 8Ct., dated 
Eajshahye, the 30th March 1860 ) 

Sir, 


In continuation of my letter No. ICt., dated the 28th instant, 
I have the honor to subjoin the following extract of a communication 
which I have received from Mr. Furrell, dated Camp Dhullian, 6 
p. M. of the 28th instant, for the Lieutenant-Governor’s information. 



( 523 ) 

All is perfectly quiet throughout the Sub-Division, an<l I liear 
no further disturbances on the Maldah side of the river. I Joined Cap- 
tain Pughe at tills place ycste:^ay. Mr. Wood conlimung the investi- 
gation at Bunyagaon. A Detachment of 25 men of the Srd Bengal 
Police Battalion was sent across to Buckrabad yesterday afternoon, at 
the request of Mr. Spankie, and at the same time, 20 men were des- 
patched to Urinaree to protect the Factoxy at that place. About 40 of 
the Military Police have been loft with Mr. Wood at Bunyagaon and 
we have 150 here.’’ 

3. Mr. Furrell adds that the nuniher (d Troops in the Sub-Division 
is, in his opinion, amply sufficient for the preservation of the peace ; 
indeed, he anticipates no further disturbance, and believes tliat “ should 
those ringleaders who went to Rampore Bauleah he opportunely arrested, 
the Ryots will begin cultivating as usual.” 

4. The arrest of Lalchand Shah and Ruttun Mimdul, (two of the ring- 
leaders in the attack on Mr. Lyon’s Factory who c.amc to my Court to 
present a petition,) has already been communicated to you deml-officially, 
and will, it is hoped, have the effect anticipated by Mr. Furrell. 

5. Captain Pughe, from whom 1 have also lieard, corroborates Mr. 
Furrell’s report as to the quiet prevailing in the neighbourhood of 
Dhullian, which appears to have been the centre of the disaffection. 

6. I have reqxiested Mr. Beaufort to send back the Detachment of 
60 men which were supplied from the 2nd Police Battalion at Bauleah, 
at his requisition, as their services may be required in the Eajshahye or 
Pubnah Districts, and they can be replaced here by a Detacliment from 
Captain Pughe’s corps, if necessary. 


No. 1415. 

Copy forwarded for the information of tlic Government of Jjidla, 
in the Home Department. 


From^Captain Pctohe, Paisa, per E. L Railway Telegraph, to the Secretary to the 
OoVermnent of Bengal, Calcutta,— (No. 168 , Camp Dhullian, 28 th March 1860 .) 

Sir, 

1 SENT off a party to Maldah last night. I am*here with the 
Magistrate, Mr. Furrell, in the centre of the disaffected District : every- 
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llilng is quiet. Parties are })osted at every point where there is. the 
slightest chance of a disturbance. 

The number of men at rny disposal is ample : from all we can boar 
all is quiet on the other side of tlie Ganges. 


No. 1319. 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of India, 
Home Dt'.partnicnt. 


From Captain Pikjue, Pulsa, per E. I. Eailway 'rele^rpaph, to the Secretary to tlio 
Government of Bengal, Calcutta — (No. 109, Camp Dhullian, daieS 28th 
March 1800.) 

Sir, 

Plowden mentioned that a Telegram has been sent to me about 
Maldali ; 1 bavo not received it. The j)art y mentioned in mine of this 
morning was sent at the request of tlie Magistrate, and was a small one. 
In ease more men are requested, I will dcspateli another party to night, 
but we have heard nothing hereof any disturbanees, altliough we arc on 
the opposite bank of the river. 


No. 1318. 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of India, 
in the Home Department, 


From Captain PcaiiE, per E I. liailway Telegraph, to ilte Secretary to the Go- 
Tprnment of Bengal, Calcutta, — (No. 177, Camp Dhulliaii, dated the 29th 
March 1860.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE this morning heard from my Detachment on tlie other 
side of the Ganges. 

All quiet in Maldah ; the same here ; but there appears to be an 
uneasiness among the Kyots, and many have sent away their families. 
I have strong |)art?fes moving about the District in four different direc- 
tions, It has a very good effect, and I do not anticipate any disturbance. 
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Cory forwarded for the information of the Government of India 
in the TTomc Department. 


Tclegraf^h Messa^ife from Officiating Deputy Commissioner, Bunyagaon, vid 
RajmaLal, to ilie Secretary to tlio Government of Bengal, — (No. 3081, 
dated the 29th March 1860, 10-20 a. m.) 


Sir, 


No extra news : all quiet : inquiry progressing. 


No. 1340. 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of 
India, Home Department. 


Telegraph Message from Officiating Deputy Commissioner, Bunygaon, vid 
Jiajmahal, to the Secretary to ilic Government of Bengal, Calcutta (No. 3394, 
dated 30th March, 1860. 2-15 r. m.; 


Sir, 


Lali.ciiund Sag andRuttun Mundul, two of the chief conspi- 
artors apprehended at Berhampore. All quiet here and across the 
Ganges. 


Telegraph Message from Captain Pfghe, Bunyagaon, vid Rajmahal, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 3334, dated the 30th Maroh« 
1860, 8-15 F. M.) 

I HAVE directed the Detachment of the Be^ar ^ght Horse to 
move down here from Rajmahal, should they not have received orders 

67 
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to the contrary. They will be very useful — Mr. Wood agrees with me 
in thinking so. 


From A. U. Young, Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to Captain J. It. 

PuGHE, Commanding 3rd Bengal Police Battalion,— (No. 1392, dated the Slat 
March IBOO.) 


Sri{, 

I AM directed to acknowledge tlie receipt of your telegram o 
yesterday’s date, intimating that you have directed the two Troops of the 
Behar Light Horse at Eajmalial to move down to' Biinyagaon, and in 
reply to inform you that the Lieutenant Governor approves of the ar- 
rangement. It will probably be expedient to divide tlie two Troops here- 
after. 


Telegraph Message from C.\ptain Pitgre, Dullian vid Kajmalial, to Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal, Calcutta, — (dated the 3rd April I860.) 


SiK, 

(Lvmi» Dliullian, the 2nd April. — Cavalry arrived this morn- 
ing. One hundred and fifty Sabres. I shall keep forty here, send 
eighteen to Maldah. forty to Beauleali, and remainder to Moorsheda- 
bad. All (piiet. 


No 1549. 

Copy forwarded for the infonuatiou of the Government of India, in 
the Home Department, 


From Lieutenant G. J. Peeves, Commanding 2nd Bengal Police Battalion, to 
Major T. Rattray, Inspector Military Police Battalions, Lower Provinces,— 
(No. 209, dated Earn])ore Beauliah, the 3rd April I860.) 

SlH, 

1 HAVij the honor to report for your information that the 
Detachment of 100 men under Lieutenant O’Connor reached Maldah 
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on the 30th ultimo, and that on the 1st instant, at the request of life 
Magistrate, the former Officer despatched a Jletachment of 25 men 
under a Jemandar to Riickrahad. 

2. I have also to inform you that a Detachment as per margin, 

under coiuniand of Sub-Lieutenant Issurree 
4 Ilavildars. . , ^ i i • • r 

4 Naieks. Sing, marched from tins this morning lor 

80 Sepoys. Pubnah, making a total number of 150 men 

exclusive of Non-commissioned Officers sent to that place. The Sub- 
Lieutenant will assume charge of the whole. 


No. 219. 

Copy forwarded to Secretary to Government of Bengal for informa- 
tion. 


Trom Major T. Eattray, Inspector of Military Police Battalions in Bengal, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Fort William, — (No. 223, dated 
Barraekpore, the 7th April 18C0.) 


Sin, 


I have tlio honor to report for the information of the Lieute- 
nant Governor that a Squadron of the l>char Horse, under the Command 
of Lieutenant P. Davis, rcacJied Pajmahal on the 31st ultimo, having got 
over 2 10 miles in 0 nights, being at the rate of 35 miles per night. 
Such inarching does considerable credit, both to Lieutenant Davis and 
the Irregular Cavalry. 

2. Lieutenant Davis is himself at Moorshedahad. 

3. By order of Captain Pughc, Lieutenant Davis has distributejl his 


men as per margin. 

4. Captain Puglie reports that he 
has quite sufficient men with him for 
whatever work he may have to do, and as 
he recommends tliat the Detachments at 
Bancoorah, Deoghur, and Coddah stand 
fast for the present, I would beg to second his recojnmcpdation, more 
especially as Cholera and Small Pox have broken out lu his camp. 


Moorshedabad,.** 

...40 Sabres. 

Kainporc Bcauleah 40 


Kajinahal, 

.... 40 


Dhnllian, 

.... 34 


Mnldah, 

.... 16 

»> 

Lollgolah, 

,... IG 

18G. 

>♦ 



( 528 ) 


Prom A. E. Young Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Inspector 
of Police Battalions, — (No. 1641, dated the lOth April 1860.) 

Sib, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 
223, dated the 7th instant, reporting the rapid march from Patna to 
Rajmahal of a Squadron of the Bchar Horse under Lieutenant Davis, and 
in reply to inform you that the Lieutenant Governor considers the 
zeal and activity displayed by Lieutenant Davis and his men to be very 
satisfactory. 

2. The distribution of these men by Captain Pughc, and that Officer’s 
siiggestlon that the Detachment of his Battalion at Bancoorah, Deogliur 
and Goddah, should not at present be moved from those places, are 
approved. 


Telegraph Message from B. Woon, Esq., to Secretary to the Governmeut of 
Bengal, Calcutta, — (No. dated the 9th April 1800, 12-21 p. m.) 

T HAVE apprehended most of the head men concerned in the attack on 
Mr. Lyon’s I’actory on the 31ffc ultimo, and the case will be ready for 
hearing in a few days. If the case be sent to the Sessions at Berham- 
pore, there will be much delay and every obstacle thrown in the way of 
conviction by Mooktgrs and paid Agents of Zemindars : the Police also 
are much mixed up ; in this case prompt punishment is very necessary, 
and would effectually secure the peace of the District. Mr. Yule’s camp 
is at Eajmahal. I vrould venture to suggest he be cmpow'cred to decide 
this case at once on parties being present on the spot. Berhampore is 
fifty miles distant. Please reply through the Pulsa Office, which is 
nearest this. 


From A. B. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to G. U. 
Yule, Esq., Commissioner of Bhaiigulpore, Rajmalial, — (No. 1617, dated the 
9th April 1800. 

Sib, 

Thpi case of certain rioters concerned in the attack on Mr. 
Lyon's Indigo Factory, situated within the Aurungabad Sub-Division, be- 
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ing ready for hearing, and it being expedient to try the parties on thb 
spot instead of sending tliem on for that pnrp<^so to Berliampore, I am 
directed to inform you that the Lieutenant (Jove rnor, understanding that 
you are at present encamped at Hajiiiahal, has been pleased to vest you 
with the powers of a Session Judge In Moorshedahad to enable you to 
try the ease in question. 

JVfr. B. Wood, Deputy Magistrate hi eharge of a Sub-Division of Aur- 
ungabad, who is a Justice of the Peace, has heen instructed to administer 
to you the usual oaths of ofTlcc. 


No. um 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Sudder (\>urt. 


From A. B. Youno, Rsq., Secretary to tho Goveninicnt of Penpal, to P. Wood, 
Esq., Deputy Magistrate in charge of the Sub-Di^ision of Auruuga1)ad,— (No. 
dated the 9th April 1800.) 


Sir, 


I AM directed by the LuMitenant ( Jovernoi*^ to forward for your 
information the accompanying copy of u letter this day ad(lress(‘d to Mr. 
(jr. U. Yule, Commissioner of Bliaugulpore, and to recjue^t that you will 
administer the oaths of office to that gentleman, and forward them duly 
subscribed and attested to the Register of the Sudder Court. 


Telegraph Message from the Secretary to the Govt, of Bengal, to Electric Tele- 
graph Office, Pulsa, — (dated 9tli April 1860, 8 r. m.) 

Mr. Y'ulr has been vested with the powers of a Sessions Judge iu 
Moorshedahad for the purpose of trying the ea^^e of the attack on Mr. 
Lyon’s Factory. Send a report as soon as you commit^ the rioters, and 
thent devote yourself to the case of the com[)laints against the Factory. 
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Tetition from Juggobundlioo Dutto, of Amdole, in the District of Moorsliedabad, 
to the Hon’blk the Likutknant Goveenor of Bengal, — (dated Bcrhampore, 
24th March 1860.) 


The humble Petition of Juggobundhoo 
Dutto, of Amdolc, in Thannah Pulsa, 
within tlic Sub-Division of Aurunga- 
bad, in the District of Moorsliedabad. 


Most kespectpully siiowetti. 

That your Petitioner is the proprietor of a mchal called Turruff 
Amdole, wlilcli has for few years been let in lease to Mr. C. B. Maseyk, 
owner of the Indigo Factory of Kodum Syer. Being desirous to let the 
above-mentioned inehal in iiutncc on advantageous terms, a proclamation 
was given by your Petitioner, inviting parties willing to take it to ofler 
their terms. Two })arties, viz. the pro[)rietor of tlie aforesaid factory 
and one Baboo Nubbo Coomar Sing;, of Mcdiesh])ore, expressed their 
desire to take the mehal in j)utnee, but the jumnri oilered by the latter 
being higher tliun that proposed by the former, a settlement was made 
with the said Baboo, and a conveyance in Ids name was drawn out on 
the 21st Maugh last. On the 2drd idem when the people on the part 
of the putnee holde^vcnt to that mchal to take possession of it, Latce- 
wals, Surkee wallahs, and other armed men of Mr. Maseyk, nundieriug 
about 400, headed by the Nalb and othci people of the factory, walked up 
to your Petitioner s house and surrounded it at about 9 o’clock A. M. Your 
Petitioner taking fright closed up all the avenues to his house, hurried 
up stairs, and there together with his family and children shut up in a 
room. Then the people outside began to cut open the doors to enter 
within, and though the people of the iicighlmurhood and the Policemen 
of the adjacent Fandeg w^ere attracted to the spotl)y the noise and shouts 
none had pluck to confront such a large body of armed men and to come 
to the rescue of the beleaguered party. Not succeeding however so soon 
^0 ciit open the doors, the people of the factory dashed down a part of 
tlic cutcha wall surrounding the house by the force of elephants, and 
made good their entry into the premises. 

Then commenced a scene too revolting to humanity, and one which 
your Petitioner cannot recall in his mind without a chilly sensation of 
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horr£)r. Zennaiuili niolial was entered into, women and chilcli-cii dragged 
forth, their bodies stii[)ped off of all ornaments, their noses and ears 
torn and lacerated in the operation. All the trunks, chests, recesses of 
the house were ransacked ; tlie iloors of all the rooms excavated in searcli 
of hidden treasure, and property consisting of gold, silver (hotli in specie 
and bullion) jewels, utensils, Avearing aj>parel, in line, cv(;rything the 
house contained to the value of (1,()(),000) one lac of Rupees was 
plundered; which, together with your Petitioner and another inmate of 
the house, by name JIurro ]\lohun Audikaree, seized and bound by ropes 
were carried to tlie factory of Afr. Maseyk. Tliere for ten days your 
Petitioner and the sjiid Audhikaree were confined, by tlie order of the 
Shaib, in separate placc‘S, under a guard of about 10 Purkundauzes, during 
tlie day in the jungle, and in godowns by night; the food that was served 
to them Avas doled out so sjjuringly, and after such long intervals, that the 
suffering they underAvent both luentully and physically exceeds all descrip- 
tion. 

dust after the occurrence, your Petitioner’s brother, Pranbundhur Dutto» 
and his son Beejoygovind Diitto, lodged a complaint in the Assistant 
]\lagistrate’s Court at Aurungabad, and though the inquiry instituted was 
one of a lax character, sufficient traces of the jAliindcr were found, and 
Allad Sing and others in the employ of IMr. Maseyk Avere called iq:)on to 
answer to the charge brought against them. ]\Iatters coming at this stage, 
your Petitioner Avas taken in tlic presence of Mr. Charles l\raseyk and his 
brother, dames i\Iascyk, and given to understand that if he Avere to file a 
rajcenamali and stay the progress of the suit, all Avould go right with 
him, his property to be restored and life saved, otherwise the loss of both 
Avould be the inevitable consequence. Thus threatened and encouraged 
Avith the hope of getting back his property and liberty, he was con- 
strained to yield to the proposal, and Avas accordingly taken to the Ma- 
gistrate’s Court under the strict surveillance, Avlierc he filed liis raje^na- 
mall on the 14th Falgoon. Sooner ifc was done than he was seized 
and carried back on board a boat and placed in confinement as before. 

Your Petitioner’s brother being informed of this, proceeded to the 
Darogah of Thanna Manoola Bazar and sought the aid of him, Avho 
AAdiereupon deputed his Moonshee and Burkundauzes and got your Peti- 
tioner released. 

Y"our Petitioner having regained Ins liberty, proceeded to»Berhampore 
and instituted fresh complaint in the Magistrate’s Court, detailing the 
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circumstances and praying for the recovery of his property. ’^Ihrce or 
four days after the institution of the complaint, the Magistrate took 
down the deposition of your Petitioner, and has since only called 
for witnesses. Your Petitioner having been surprised at the apathetic 
way in which such a serious case was being dealt with, solicited by fresh 
petition that functionary to take speedy and energetic measures towards 
the investigation of the case and the search of the factory for the dis- 
covery of the ])roperty, but tono purpose. Your Petitioner then applied 
to the (commissioner of Kajshahyc, who, having called for and received a 
kyfout from the Magistrate to the cflcct that a case is pending trial, has 
taken no furtlier steps. The case stands at a dead still. If prompt and 
energetic measures were taken, everything, as represented by your 
Petitioner, would have come to light and his property found. 

Your Petitioner is now a ruined man; he has lost all he had in the 
world, and his absence from home at this season entails on him a loss of 
50,000 Rupees, for he cannot dare stir out of Berhampore for fear of 
falling in the hands of the factory peojdc, who arc in ambuscade to seize 
him and put him to death. 

After submitting this brief delineation of his case before your Honor, 
your Petitioner earnestly solicits that your Honor will be graciously 
pleased to appoint one of his Secretaries to investigate his case ; and the 
expenses that will be incurred on that account will be paid by your 
Petitioner. 

If your Petitioner has ventured a little too far in making such request, 
his piteous case will speak volumes in his behalf — if duly considered. 

And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 


I^rora A. B, Young, Esq. Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Commis- 
sioner of Bajshahye, (No. 1288, dated 28th March 1860.) 

SlB, 


I AM directed to forward to you the accompanying copy 
of a petition from one Juggobundoo Dutto, of Amdole, in Thanna 
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Puls^, within tlie Sub-Division of Auruiigabad, bringing to notice a 
serious case of assault and plunder alleged to have been committed in 
his house by the factory servants of Mr. C. B. Mascyk, an Indigo 
Planter, and complaining of the lax and apathetic way in which his case 
lias been dealt with by the Alagistrate of Moorshedabad. 

The Lieutenant Governor desires me to recpicst that you will call upon 
the Magistrate for an immediate report on this case, and his explanation in 
regard to tJie complaint made against his proceedings. 

If the petition is in the main founded on facts, I am desired to 
rccjuest that you will order a searching and thorough incpiiry to be made 
pi the Sub-Division. You arc aware that the lieutenant Governor is by 
no means as yet satisfied with the IVIagistrate’s action, or rather inaction, 
in the serious allair which happened in Aurungabad last month. 


From F. Govldsbury, Esq., Commissioner of Circuit, Uajshahye Division, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Fort William, — (No. 12 Ct., dated 
the 31st March 18G0.) 

Sir, 

With reference to your letter No. 1288, dated the 28th 
instant, forwarding copy of a petition from Juggobundoo Dutt, of 
Amdole, in Thannah Pulsa, 1 have the honor to annex for the information 
of the Lieutenant Governor a copy of the explanation furnished on the 
j2th instant, by the Ollieiatiiig Joint Magistrate of Moorshedabad, before 
whom the case is pending, and who has already directed to submit 
a full report on completion of the proceedings. 

2. The copy of Juggobundoo Dutt’s petition will be immediately sent 
to Mr. Alexander for any further explanation he may desire to offer, 
regarding the statements therein contained. 


From H. W. Alexander, Esq., Officiating Joint Magistrate of Moorshedabad, 
to the Commissioner of the Bajsliahyc Division, — (No. 53, dated Berhampore, 
the 12th March 1860.) 


Sir, 

With reference to the order conveyed on the back of the 
enclosed petition, I have the honor to submit an explanation, so far as 
I am able, of the state of the case mentioned therein. 

f)8 
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2 . f am of course not able to state what part JMr. Furrcll took 4 )er- 
fconally in the matter, an exj)lanation as to tlic charges brought against 
him in the said petition coining no doubt more properly from himself ; 
but I can, on a reference to tlie records of the ca^e, mention what steps 
appear to have been taken in the said matter. 

3. On the 4tli of February, Saturday, notice was given by the Daro- 
gah of Thannali Piilsa, of the illegal plundering as referred to by the 
petiliomu’ Pran1)un(lo Dutt. The Darogah himself started immediately 
to inv('stigate the case, and on the 7th of February, Mr. Furrell went 
himself to the ^])ot, took the evidence of Bejoygobindo Dutt, nephew to 
the petitioner, and was engaged on the 7th, 8th and 9th in inquiring and 
recording the evidence of several witnesses in regard to the said allair. 

4. On the lOth he returned to Jungijiore, and on the 11th the reply 
of one defendant in this case was taken ; on tlie same day the petitioner 
himself appeared in Court,, when his deposition w^as taken do\\n, and on 
the 18lh and 27th tlie evidence of other witnesses was recorded. 

5. On the 18tli of February, Bejoygobind Hied a petition of com- 
promise in tliis matter, as did on the 25th Juggohundo Dutt, notwith- 
standing wliioli, tht' latter again, on the 1st of March, presented a peti- 
tion, requesting tluit his case might be fully inquired into, he having 
been illegally detained for nearly a month, and having only been 
released the day priwious, (/. c., February 29tli;) upon tliis I took the 
deposition of tlie said person, in AvJiich ho mentioned at lengtli the cir- 
cumstances of the said ])liindcring of his house, and cited the names of 
certain parties he wished summoned as his witnesses. This latter has 
been done. As the case therefore is in an incomplete state as regards 
the evidence for the prosecution, 1 am unable to oflTcr an opinion as to 
the truth or falsity of the charge, but one susjncioiis jioint exists in the 
matter, Juggohundo Dutt, Avho appeared in Court on February the 
25i/i, and filed a petition of compromise, appeared again on the 1st March 
stating he was in confinement until the 29tA of February. 
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From A. II. YouNa, Ksq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Magi^- 
* trate of Maldah, — (JN'o. 1205 (1ate<l Fort William, the 26th March 1860.) 


Sir, 


It has been known to private persons in Calcutta for two or 
more clays past, that serious disturbances in connection with certain Indigo 
Factories in your District have occurred; but up to the present time no 
intimation of wliat lias happened has been received from you. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor cannot but regard this silence on your 
part as highly reprehensible, as it shews cither that you had no know- 
ledge of these serious occurrences within your own jurisdiction, or 
knowing them, failed to report them at once to Government, as it was 
your duty to have done. I am directed to express tlie dissatisfaction of 
the Lieutenant-Governor with youi conduct on this matter, and to warn 
you against similar negligence in future. 


From F. Gouldsbury, Esq., Commissioner of Hajsllall3^o. to the Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, Fort William, — (No. 501,) Rajshahye, the 24th 
March 1860. 


Sir, 


1 HAVE the honor to report for the information of the Hon’blo 
the Lieutenant-Governor, that in conseciuence of reports that have reached 
me of the probability of disturbances among tlie Indigo Ryots in certain 
parts of the Maldah District, I have deemed it advisable to increase the 
strength of tlie Detachment of the Military Police Battalion proceeding to 
take the duties at that Station, to 70 men. Similar Detachments have 
already been sent to Berhamporc and Pubna, on the requisition of» the 
Magistrates of those Districts, but I have not lieard of any further disturb- 
ances there, and I am in hopes that the circulation of the copies of the 
Bengallee Notification first received from Government, will have the 
effect of allaying the present excitement. 

2, I shall proceed without delay to Berhampore, in pursuance of 
the instructions contained in the Junior Secretary’s letter No. 1086, of 
the 22 nd instant. 
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l^'rom A. B. Yodno, Ksq., Sc'orctary to tho Government of Bengal, to the Com- 
misflioner of llaj^haliyo, (No. 1251, dated 27tli March 1860.) 

SiK, 

1 AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 501, dated the 24th instant, reporting that on receipt of intelligence 
of the probability of disturbances among the Indigo Eyots in certain 
parts of the District of Maldah, you have increased the strength of the 
Detaclimcnt of Military Police proceeding to IMaldah to 70 men, and 
that similar Detachments have been sent to Bcrhamporc and Pubna. 

2. The Lcutenant Governor approves of your proceedings, and 
desires me to state that should further reinforcements of the Military 
Police be wanted, you should apply at once to Captain Piighe, the Com- 
mandant of the 3d Battalion, who is in the eJunghypore Sub-Division or 
in that neighbourhood. 


From F. Goulpsbuby, Esq., Commissioner of Eajsliahye Division, to the Secre- 
tary TO the Government of Bengal, Fort Willarn, — (No. 518, dated the 26th 
March 1860.) 


Sill, 

In continuation of my letter No. 501, of the 24th instant, t 
have the honor to report that a full Company of the 2nd Police Battalion, 
under the command of Lieutenant O’Connor, have left for Maldah, and 
1 have sent instructions to the Magistrate to proceed with them to the 
scene of the disturbances. 

2. I have not had any report from Mr. Spankie regarding the attack 
on the Buckrabad Factory mentioned in the Ilurlwu Newspaper of the 
24th Instant. Indeed, were it not for private information received from 
an unofficial source, I should be ignorant of any actual disturbances 
having occurred in the Maldah District, Mr. Spankie having unfortu- 
nately chosen this particular time to leave the Station on settlement 
duty. 1 could have wished that an Officer of greater promptitude and 
energy had been in charge of the District at such a crisis. 

3. Mr, Beaufort has, I understand, proceeded to Aurungabad, under 
instructions sent to him by Telegraph, and I hope to learn further parti- 
culars of the distobances in that quarter, on my arrival at Berhampore 
to-morrow morning. 
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4. My Muldah correspondent informs me that letters had been in- 
tercepted calling upon the Ryots of Mr. Gray’s Factories to rise, but no 
intimation of this has been sent to me by tlio Magistrate. 

P. S.— Since writing the above, 1 have received a report, from the 
Magistrate of Rajshahye, of a disturbance in the neighbourhood of 
Nattore, of which the following are the particulars. 

A Mr, Whyte, of the Deeglia Factory, while out on* horseback, was 
attacked by some 200 of his Ryots ; he himself escaped, but lus horse 
was wounded by a blow from a latee, and one of bis servants was 
severely handled, having his head cut open and mucli swollen and 
desfigured in consequence. IMr. Metcalfe, tluj Assistant in chargt^ of the 
Nattore Sub-Division (who proceeded to the spot next morning), has suc- 
ceeded in apprehending about 10 of the parties engaged in this outrage, 
who are Ryots of dogendernarin Rae, one of the Pooiea Zemindars, 
who has just attained his majority, an event Avliich terminates the 
lease of liis estates held by the Messrs. Watson under the Court or 
Wards, an<l is likely to load to fiirtlicr disputes. 

Under these circiimstaiic*es, and adverting totlie prevalent excitement 
among the Indigo Ryots, 1 have sanctioned Mr. ]nishington’.s proposal 
immediately to dispatch a party of 50 men of tlie Police Battalion to 
the scene of the above disturbance, and to depute Mr. Taylor, tlie Offi- 
ciating Joint Magistrate, with a similar })arty, to Pootea, to remain there 
until tlie question of the renewal or otherwise of the lease of the Messrs. 
W atson, is settled. 1 would also beg leave strongly to urge the expedien- 
cy of an O Ulcer with full powers being at once appointed to the charge 
of the Nattore Sub-Division, in the place of Mr. Chapman resigned . 


From A. II, Yorxa, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of Rajslialiye, — (No. 1368, dated the 30th March 1860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 
518, dated the 26th instant, and in reply to state, that if the 2ncl Police 
Battalion cannot supply men enough for ' all the Districts of your Divi- 
sion, North of the Ganges, where there is or may be excitement, the 
Lieutenant-Governor desires that you will call upon Captain Pughe for a 
sufficient party for Maldah, as he has plenty of men to spare. Thus 
the Maldah and Moorshedabad Districts may be ptovided for from 
Captain Piighe’s Battalion and the Ghoorka Regiment. 
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2. 1 ho orders issued by you to Mr. Lushiugton, the Magistrate of 
fhijshaliyt', with reference to the recent outbreak in the Nattore Sub- 
Division, arc a])provcd. 

3. Witli referenee to the remarks contained in the secont^ para, of 
tlie PostHcri])t to your letter, regarding the expiry of the lease held by 
M essrs. Watson and Co., of the estate of the Pootea Zemindar Jo- 
gendernarain Pao, I am to observe that whilst the peace must be kept, 
you will of course bear in mind tlic necessity for all Public Officers 
scrupulously to al)staln from using influence or interfering in any way 
in wluit scorns to bo wholly a private aflair of business. 


No. 1369. 

Copy of para. 1 forwarded to Captain J. R. Pughc, Commandant, 3rd 
h>engal Police Battalion, for his information. 


No, 1370. 

Ditto to the Inspector of Police Battalions in Bengal. 


Prom Loud H. IT. Browne, Undcr-Secretaiy to the Government of Bengal, to 
J. Si’ANKTE, Es(,> , Magistrate and Collector of Maldali, — (JSTo. 1372, dated 
the 30tli March 18G0.) 

SlK, 

T AM directed to inform you that the Lieutenant-Governor has 
been pleased to appoint you to officiate, until further orders, as Joint 
]\Iagistrate and Deputy Collector of Rajshahyc. 

2. 1 am desired to state that your present transfer is in consequence 

of a report from the Commissioner, from which the following is an 
extract. 

I have not had any report from Mr. Spankie, regarding the 
“ attack in the Buckrabad Factory, mentioned in the HurJcarii newspaper 
“ of the 24th instant. Indeed, were it not for private information 
‘‘ received from an unofficial source, I should be ignorant of any actual 
“ disturbance having occurred in the Maldah District, Mr. ISpankie 
“ having unfortunately chosen this particular time to leave the Station 
“ on settlement duty. I could have wished that an Officer of greater 
promptitude and energy had been in charge of the District at such a 
“ crisis.” 
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From Lord H. U. Brown, Under Secretary to Iho Govx*rriiiient of Bcnj^al, 

&, II. C. Taydrk Esti , Omcifiting Joint Magistrate and Deputy Collector 
of Eajslialiye, — (N^o. 1371, dated tlxe IlOtli March 

SlU, 

1 AM directed to inform you that the I iicnteiuiiit- (governor 
has been ph 3 a.sed to appoint you to officiate until further orders as Ma- 
gistrate and (hdlector of Malda. 

2. You are requested to leave Bajslialiyc at once, and to take eliarge 
of your new Ollice as soon as possible. 


From J. S. SrANKiic, Esc^., ^Magistrate of Malda, to tlio Secretary to the Govern- 
iriont of Bengal, Fort William, 01), dated Maldah, 30th March 180(K) 


SlK, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge tlic receipt of your letter 
]S!o. 1205, dated 2Gth Instant. 

1 am not aw'arc Avhat reports might have been current in Calcutta 
regarding the Ryots of this District, but immediately on my licaring of 
the attack on the Factory of r»ue>kj*abarl, 1 Avrotc to the Commissioner for 
troops and to you for a copy of the Licutenant-Ciovernor’s Notification. 
1 also issued a Proclamation to the Ryots of this District in which 1 
informed them of my having sent for a Regiment. I then startcal for 
Buckrabad, and T shoxdd have answered your letter earlier had I Ix'cnin 
receipt of it, but 1 have just returned from the Mofiissil, and find it here 
awaiting my arrival. 

Buckrabad Factory was attacked by about 250 or 300 men, who entered 
the sherishta where the accounts are kept, collected them together and 
burnt the greatest portion. The rest they threxv dowui a wxdl, which is 
situated within the compound of the house. Tiny then attack^^d the 
residence of Mr. Rich w^ho was absent at that time, carried olF several 
valuable guns and a sword, destroyed his w^earing apparel and made a 
bonfire of liis gun cases and some other property. 1 took tlie evidence 
of the'plaintiff and his witnesses, and also arrested some of the principal 
defendants, in all seventeen men, after which 1 returned to the Station. 

There can be no doubt whatever that the Ryots on this side of the 
Ganges were instigated to this act of violence by Ryots of the Moorshe- 
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ilabad Dit^trict. Buckrabad Factory belongs to Mr. David Andrew, in 
^vliose Factories Kalapance and Ankoora, the first disturbance in this 
part of Bengal commenced. The reason of the riot is to me obvious 
enough. The Ejots had been ill-treated for some time by the Factory 
scn vants, and were (*,onscquently forced into this rebellion. 

I may add that the attack on Buckrabad was unexpected ; in fact the 
absence of Mr. lUch from his own Factory at such a crisis proves the 
above assertion. 


From A. B. Youxo, Esq., Secretary to the Oovormnent of Bengal, to the Com 
niissioner of Eojshaliye,— (No. 1448, dated the 2nd April 1860.) 


SiK, 


I AM directed to forward to you the accompanying copy of 
a letter* from ]\Ir. Spankie, the Magis- 

* No, 69, dated the 30tli ultimo. p m i 

trate of Malda, reporting the particulars 
of an attack made by the liyots of bis District on the Buckrabad factory. 

2. The Licutenant-(iiovernor considers it very extraordinary that he 
should receive on tlic 2nd April the first aecount from the Magistrates 
of this very serious ease which occurred on the 20th of March. As the 
usual means of communication were available, the absence of the Ma- 
gistrate fit)m his Sudder Station docs not fully explain this delay. 

The Magistrate will of course spare no pains to bring to justice all 


the leaders in this outrage. 

He reports that the Kyots had been forced into this crime (whicli 
he with great impropriety of expression terms rebellion”) by the 
ill-treatment they have sufiered for some time past from the Factory ser- 
vants ; but he says nothing of any steps taken for the punisliment of 
those who have so ill-treated the Kyots, or for the protection of the Ryots 
from a continuance of such ill-treatment from the same servants in 


futiin?. 

This is not a creditable omission. The Magistrate must forthwith 
proceed to the spot and inquire thoroughly into tliat side oi the case, 
and if the Factory servants can be proved to be guilty of anything 
which makes them liable to criminal prosecution, they should be imme- 
diately prosecuted with the utmost rigor of the Law. 

Similarly if the masters of those ser% ants can be proved guilty of the 
like conduct, they should be prosecuted in like manner. 
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Whilst it is absolutely necessary to punish promptly and severely* 
such an outbreak as this, it is no less incumbent on the Magistrate, in 
the cause of justice and order, to exert himself in order to the punish- 
ment or prosecution, if possible, of those guilty of offences which drive 
poor people to such violent and criminal outrage. 


From A. F. Young, Fstj., Secretary to tlie Government of Bengal, to 11. 
Muspratt, Esq., Olliciating Magistrate and Collector of Pubna, — (No. 1191, 
dated the 24tli March 1860.) 

SiK, 

1 AM directed to inform you that the Lieutenant-Governor has 
been pleased to appoint you to officiate as Joint Magistrate and Deputy 
Collector of lhacktirgungc. 

2. On being relieved of your oflice by Mr. A. J. E. Bainbridgc, yo\i 
will proceed at once to join your appointment at Backergungc. 


No. 1192. 

Copy forwarded to the Commissioner of Dacca for information. 


From A. F. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to ^A. J. F. 
Bainbridge, Esq., Officiating Joint Magistrate and Deputy Collector of 
Backergungc, — (No. 1189, dated the 24th March 1860.) 

Sir, 

With reference to my letter No. 502, of the 20th instant, to 
the address of the Commissioner of Dacca, giving you leave of absence 
for three weeks, I am directed to state that the Lieutenant-Governor 
regrets that the exigencies of the Service render it necessary for him to 
withhold that indulgence for the present. 

2. You have been aj)pqmtcd to officiate as Magistrate and Collector 
of Pubna, and 1 am to request that you will join that appointment with 
all possible expedition. 


No. 1190. 

Copy forwarded to the Commissioner of Dacca for information, in 
continuation of letter No. 502, of the 20th instant. 


69 
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From Henry Muspbatt, Esq., Ofiidating Magistrate and Collector of Pubna, 
to A. 11 . Young^ Esq., Secretary to tlie Government of Bengal,— (dated 
Pubna, the 28th Marcli 1860.) 


SiK, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter, No. 
1101, dated the 24th instant, infomiing me tliat 1 Inu c been appointed 
to officiate as Joint Magistrate and Deputy Collector of Backergimgc*, 
and as this appointment is an inferior one to that I now hold, 1 ha^x the 
lioiK^r to solicit his Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of Jk'ngal that I 
may be informed why I have been removed from my present appointment. 


Prom A. Jl. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to H. 
MrsPRATT, Esq., Officiating Magistrate and Collector of Pubna, — (No. 
1151, dated the 2nd April 1860.) 


Sir, 

1 AM directed to acknowhidgo tlie receipt of your letter, dated 
tlie 28th ultimo, re(piesting to be informed of the grounds of your re- 
moval from tlie acting appointment held by you in tlie Pubna District, 
and in reply to state that you have been appointed to act elsewhere 
because another officer has been appointed to act in Pubna whom the 
Lieut cnant-(u)vernor considers better qualified for the management of 
that District under existing circumstances than you arc. 

You must not regard this change at all in the light of a punishment. 
It is caused by the necessity of having specially selected men in the ex- 
cited Districts at the present moment. 


From F. Gouldsbuby, Esq., Commissioner of Circuit, Eajshahye Division, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 546, dated llajshahyo, the 
2nd April 1860.) 

Sir, 

1 HAVE the honor to report for the information of the Lieute- 
nant-Governor, that on my return to Kampore Bauleah yesterday morn- 
ing, 1 found that no further disturbance had occurred during my absence. 
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2,^ 1 beg to annex for liis Honor’s perusal copy of a letter from tlie 
Ottieiatliig Magistrate of Pubna, No. 144, dated tlic 27tli ultimo, report- 
ing the stat(i of feeling wliich lie found to prevail among tlie llyots of 
Cliatcean, a factory of Mr. Hills, and of some villages in the MeeriDoor 
Coueeni ; and with reference to the concluding paragrajih, to state that 
r hf ve recpiestcd the Ofiiecr Commanding the 2nd Police Battalion to 
Increase the strength of the Detachment in the Pubnali District to 150 
men. 


From IIenry Musphatt, Esq., Officiatiii<; Mnjristrate of Pubiia, to the Commis* 
sioDcr of Circuit, Fa jshaliyc, — (No. 14 A, dated Pubnali, tlie 27tli March 1800.) 

Sir, 

I iTAvr: the honor to report that a petition having been pre- 
sented by Azim and others during my absence from the Sudder Station 
on Collectorate duties, I started for the spot as soon as my tents had 
arrived. 

2. I found that the illspute was between tlirec of the Pyots of Cha- 
tcean and iMr. A. Hills, of ]\Iltoii hactory, Tlie I'aclory lies in tlic 
Nucldea DLslriet ; T found (March 20i]i) tlie feelings of the people there 
and in the neighbouring villages were against the Planters and Indigo 
cultivation. They ohji^ctcd to the “ Planters’ beegah” which is measured 
from time immemorial by a hath of 22 inebes. They complained that 
they W(‘rc made to cultivate more land in Indigo than they were allowed 
to cultivate with Dhan. The Ityots of (diatcean stated that the ]V[agis- 
trate of Niuldca liad come to Dhurviuapore, some 10 or 12 miles from 
Cdiatcean, and had said no more Indigo was to be grown. 

3. They also showed me two papers from the Nuddea Magistrate, 
but Avbich appear more like copies of orders passed on petitions, and 
though it is stated in them that Ryots having taken advances ai*e boilnd 
to work them out, jet these so called Purwanalis were jirodiieed to show 
that it was the order of (Joveriiment Indigo should jiot bo grown. 
After I had (ix])lained to the Ryots lliat it was not for the (Jovernment 
to order the Zemindars tliat one crop should be grown, and not anotlicr, 
and that if they had entered into agTccnionts they were bound to act up 
to them, and also warned them against following the evil example of the 
Ryots in the Nuddea District, the people said that they would not 
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fjiow and one man said that if 1 or the Government even^said 

they were to grow Indigo, that they were all determined to be of one 
mind and o[)pose the Government. I immediately arrested this man for 
contc !npt of Goiirt, and as his words met with words of approval from 
f)thors, 1 have pul the man on his defence for uttering threatening words 
likely to cause a serious Incach of the peace. 

4. 1 wanu'd all the Ryots that if they were under engagements to 
sow Indigo, they were bound to do so, and that if they prevented the 
Planters’ i>e()ple going near the lands or acted liostilcly towards them 
uli(‘n lIu'Y vv(‘nr near the village, 1 should take serious notice of their 
conduct, and that if on the other hand the Planters, defendants, attempt- 
(id to oppr<‘^s tli(‘m they were to come and complain to me. 

5. On ilie ^otli 1 had asked Mr. Perrier, of the Meerporc Concern, 
r(‘garding tlic feelings of liis Ryots. Ills reply was that they were all 
c|uitc cpiiet, and he was not aware of their having any complaints to 
mak(\ On niy way to Cliatceaii 1 passed 2 or 3 villages belonging to 
Meerj )()!'(', and immediately on seeing me all the Ryots came forward 
making loud complaints regarding the oppression of the Planter and 
his people. Tliese Ryots also believed that Government had ordered no 
more Indigo to be sown, and were thunderstruck when I told them 
that (government had given no such orders, and that they were bound to 
act up to their engagements with the Planters. (It is very plain that some 
evil, disposed persons have been going about spreading the report that 
Government order no more Indigo to be sown.) When talking to the 
Hyors and asking how much land they held, and how much of it was 
sown in Indigo, one man said he held 16 beegahs and 12 were sown in 
Indigo. On questioning tliis man later in the day in the presence of the 
Planter he said he had 25 beegahs and out of it 5 were sown in Indigo. 
By the Planter’s books it appeared he held 32 beegahs not 25. 

6. The morning grievances of the Ryots were much altered wdien 
speS-king before the Planter, who had his papers ready to show the quan- 
tity of land held by each Ryot. Another Ryot, an old man, who had 
begged me to shoot him in the morning as he could not live any longer 
on account of the oppression of the Planter, on being cross-questioned 
by the Planter and myself, allowed that he had formerly sown 3 bee 
gahs annually with Indigo, and on petitioning Mr. Ferricr his Indigo 
cultivation had been reduced to 2 beegahs, and that he now held the jote 
of another lian by which he was bound to grow 5 beegahs in Indigo, 



( 545 ) 


but ^ he had never gone to Mr. Fcrrier to ask him to reduce the 5 be^- 
gahs to 4 or 3 ; another grievance was that Mr. Fcrrier made tlic Ryots 
hedge off the Indigo lauds where it bordered on pasture lands ; this had 
been done, the man said, for the last 3 years. 

7. There arc four villages belonging to Baboo Rainrutton Roy in 
wliicli Indigo is grown. About 60 of the Ryots came Avith the Baboo’s 
man to complain of the oppression of the Planter. Many complained 
that they held no land, and the Amcen of the Factory was in tJie habit 
of trying to make them take advances and placing pcadahs over them 
to oppress them. They had never gone to the Factory to comjdain. 
Anotlier man’s complaint was that he had been ordered by the Amecn 
to sow'^ 10 cottahs more thanjiis engagement. Tie had never complain- 
ed to the Saliib of the Ameen’s conduct. 

8. I was encaTia])ed close to these four villages in January last, %nd 
not a single word of complaint Avas made to me against the Planter or 
his people. 

9. I have returned to I^ubnali for the quarterly kist day, and shall 
leave to-morrow night for the Mofussll to try and keep the District quiet. 
If the Commanding Ofliccr of the Police Battalion could send me 50 
more sepoys, I think it would be very advisable to let me have them, 
not that I think the Ryots Avill rise at present, but that hearing of the dis- 
turbances In Nuddqa they may rise also. 


From A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal to the Commis- 
sioner of Rajshahye, — (No. 15G8, dated the 9th April 18(50 ) 


Stk, 

I AM directed to acknoAvlcdge the receipt of yonr letter No. 
546, dated the 2nd instant, and in reply to state that the Lieutenant 
Governor approves of your instructions to the Commandant of the 2nd 
Bengal Police Battalion to increase the strength of the Detachment in 
the Puhna District to 150 men. You are already aware that more 
men are available in your Division from Captain Pughe’s Battalion, if 
required. 

2. With reference to the Officiating Magistrate pf Pubnah’s letter* 
No. 144, of Avhich a copy is annexed to yours now under acknowlcdg- 
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li.ent, lam directed to observe that it will be proper for you to direct 
Mr. Muspratt, when Hyots complain of being “ compelled” to cultivate 
move land with Indigo than they arc “ allowed” to cultivate wdth liicc, 
to explain to them carefully that no one ha>s lawful power to compel 
tlicm to cultivate Indigo or anything else, unless of their own free will 
they agree to do so ; hut that if they have agreed 4o do so this year, 
and liave rec(uveil any cash advance in consideration of such agreement, 
unless they fulfil those agreements they will be liable to pay heavy 
damages or to be imprisoned. They must therefore fulfil their agree- 
ments. 

i). The I aeu tenant do vernor regrets the arrest made by Mr. Muspratt, 
as reported l)y him in para. 3 of his letter. Mr. Muspratt was holding 
no (hmrt at, the time, and the arrest for “ contempt of Court” was there- 
foiw unwarranted and absurd. It is not the way in reasoning with 
peo])lc, wlien you wish to induce them to ex]>liiln the real state of their 
minds, to put them in jail Avhen they can’t be convinced. Mr. Muspratt’s 
conduct to a man who had actually done notliing wrong Avas arbitrary 
and irritating, and the man slioultlbe immediately released from custody. 

4. The story told by Mr. Muspratt, in para. (5 of liis letter, of a 
Ilyot pcititloning to be allowed by the Indigo Planter to. cultivate a 
unallcr proportion of his land with Indigo than formerly, is not so 
narrated as to give the impression that either the llyot, the Planter, or 
the INlaglstrate was aware that Ryots arc, in the theory of the Law, free 
affonts. 


From F. Gotilusbuuy, Escj., Commis.sioner of Circuit for the Division of Rajsha. 
hye, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 560, dated llajsha- 
hye, the Gth April 1860.) 

Sir, 


I HAVE the honor to annex for the information of the Hon’ble 
the Lieutenant Governor a copy of Mr. Miispratt’s last Weekly Report 
showing the state of matters in the Pubna District. 

2. Every thing continues quiet in Moorsliedabad, Rajshaliye and (as 
far as I am informed) Malda ; but until Mr. Taylcr takes charge of the 
latter District, (which he is now on his way to do,) I cannot expect to 
deceive regular reports of the Magistrate's proceedings, as my letter of 
yesterday will !iave informed you. 
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3. A party of 36 Sowars from Captain Adlam's Eegiment arrivud 
here yesterday, but I have received no instructions respecting them. 

1st Weekly Report of the state of the Indigo Districts In Zillah Pubnaj for 
the Week ending 31.v^ March 1860. 

Paikpara ConeerUy in Pergunnah pertaining to Meetan I'actory 

is bitiuitcd in the Pubna I^istrict, all the other villages perlahiing to the 
Concern lie in the Nuddea District. Three of tlie 'villagers of Cliatoean 
petitioned that the Fac^tory peo})le had collected a band of men and 
were going to sow Indigo on their land by force, dlie police went 
to the spot and reported tliat there was no baiul of men collected. 
1 visited this village on the2Gth; 1 fouml the IJyots were determined 
not to sow Indigo ; I explainc<l to them the folly of pursuing such a 
course, and that they would tluu’eby render themselves amenable to 
Law, and that there would shortly be a Law to punish them sevei'ely if 
they had taken advances and refused to sow. One man I arrested for 
contempt of Court and uttering threatening language against the Covern- 
ment likely to lead to a serious brcacli of the peace. Since then J\Ir, 
Parker, the iMauager of the Factory, and the Eyots have come to me. 
The Lyots have begged JMr. Parker to let ))ygoncs be bygones, and 
have promised to sow after the first shower of rain. 

The villagers when returning liome were heard by the Meerpore peo- 
ple to say that they would sow, and would not join the disaliccted liyots 
in Kuddea. 

Meerpore Concern, All quiet. The Kyots say they will sow after 
the iii'st rain. The Lyots at first came and comi)lained against the 
Planter, and said that Government had ordered Indigo not to be grown ; 
I explained to them that (Jovernment had given no such order. The 
Ryots of four villages in the Zemindar(»e of Bahoo Kamrutton Loy 
com])lained that they were made to grow more Indigo than they en- 
gaged for. I am having the Indigo lands of one village measured to see 
if there is any truth in their complaint. 

Miv Trqip reported that the Lyots of Parsetley and Ghazeepore Facto- 
ries, belonging to the Bamundec Concern, are likely to rise. 1 visited two 
villages belonging to the former factory. The Lyots made no complaints, 
and said they would sow after the first shower of rain. 

1st Grade Darogah Derasut Oolla visited the G^zeepore villages, and 
reports that in accordance with my orders he explained to* the Lyots that 
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\)ivy wcic bound to act up to the engagements, and that lie found the 
Ryots peaceably disposed, and not likely to join the disairected in Nuddea. 

All the other Concerns in the District arc, T believe, perfectly quiet. 

l iie first shower of rain will show whether the liyota* will act up to 
l]u‘ir engagements or not, but at the same time I have reason to think 
that all tlie Kyots are watching what is going on in the Nuddea and 
Jessore Districts, and that should the present lawless assemblages in the 
former District be put down in any one Concern noon, that the whole of 
this District w^ill remain undisturbed. The measures I have adopted 
have been to bring l^hinters and Ryots together ; to let the Ryots state 
their demands, and give utterance to any complaintvS they had to make 
against th(‘ Planters and their factory servants. I liavc found this plan 
answer well. The Ryots in the Meerpore Concern (except Amla Factory, 
the villages of which lie in Nuddea) have gone to the Manager, Mr. 
b’errier, and have amicably settled matters and promise to act up to 
to their agreements. 

But all that I have done and may do to keep the District (julet will, I 
fear, be labour lost if some decisive measures are not speedily taken to 
put down the gatherings of the Ryots in the Nnddca District. 


From A. R. Youno, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Commis- 
sioner of Rajshahye, — (No. 1580, dated the 9th April 18G0.) 


Sin, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
560, dated the 6th instant, and with reference to the concluding para, 
thereof, to state that the party of 36 Sowars from Adlam’s Horse, detached 
to Rampore Bauleah, are intended to be sent by you to any place where 
their presence may seem likely to be useful. 


From F. A. Lushington, Esq., Magistrate of Rajshahye, to the Commissioner of 
Circuit, Rajshahye Division,— (No. 153, dated Rajshahye, the 30th March I860.) 

Sir, 

In reply to yonr letter No. 517, of the 26th inatant, I have 
the hoaor to iiforfii you that since the receipt of that letter I have 



( .W9 ) 


received no intelligence of any further disturbances connected with 
the cultivation of Indigo in this District. On the contrary, I ajii assured 
from various quarters ^^tliat the Indigo sowings Lave been completed 
peacefully, and that there is no tiiiticipatiun of furtlier riots ; Ilf ty of 
the 2n(l Police Ihittalion arc liowevcr at Nattorc under the orders of 
Mr. Metcalfe, tlie Assistant in (*harge, and 50 more start for Pootea 
this evening under those of the Joint Magistrate. ]\lr. d'aylor and I have 
every }io])e that this demonstration will tend tmtirely to extinguish any 
latent inclination tluit may have existed to follow the example of the 
Ryots in the neighbouring Districts. 

2. The Notifications forwardc'd from (lovornment have been pro- 
claimed in all Villages wliero discontent was suspected, and measures 
have been adopted for tlui immediate apprehension of certain ringleaders 
in the attack of Mr. Lyon's Factory, should they make their appear- 
ance in this District. 


No. 5b2. 

Copy forwarded to (Government in continuation of this Office letter 
No. 518, of the 2(jth ultimo. 


No. 1616. 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of India in 
tlie Home Department, in continuation of this office letter No. 1386, 
dated the 31st ultimo. 


From F. LiTSHTxaroN, Esq., Magistrate of Rajslialiyo, to the Commissioner of 
Circuit, Kajsluihye Division,— (No. 108, dated llajshahyo, the 10th ^pril 1800.J 

Sin, 


In continuation of my report submitted last week, I have the 
satisfaction of informing you that those portions of this District where 
there is Indigo cultivation have remained perfectly quiet and no symptoms 
of riotous disturbances have manifested themselves, and I understand 
from the Planters themselves that they anticipate no dSfficuJty in tlieir 
sowings, wliich will be completed in all this month ; until such however 

70 
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is the case, 1 still think it expedient that the troops now on duty in the 
Indigo cultivating Thannahs, should still be retained there. , 

2. With reference to the arrival of a portion of the Patna IrregiJar 
Horse, us we have an ample supply of troops in the Police Battalion for 
every purpose for which their services may be required, I would res- 
pectfully suggest tJiat you should authorize me to order them to return 
to their Head Quarters. 


From F. Lustiinoton, Esq., Magistrate of Kajshahye, to the Commissioner of 
Circuit, Eojsbahye Division, — (No. 169, dated Eajsliahye, the lOlh April 1860. ) 

Sir, 

With reference to your intimation that owing to the perfect tran- 
quillity of this District the services of the paity of Sowars that came here 
from Borhampore are not likely to be put into requisition, I beg to inform 
you tliat 1 hav(i tins Jay given Syud Tuckcer, Rcsscldar in command, 
directions to proceed to Eerhamp(we and report himself to the Adju- 
tant of liis Regiment, at present quartered at the latter station. 


No. 594. 

Copies forwarded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal with 
an intimation tliat Mr. Lusliington has been directed to send the party of 
Sowars over to Berhampore, where the Aajutant of their Regiment is at 
present quartered. 


From'.H. W. Alex an dee, Esq., Officiating Joint Magistrate of Moorshedabad, 
to the Commissioner of the Ilajshahye Division, — (No. 303, dated Berham- 
pore, the 10th April 1860.) 

Sir, 


I HAVE the honor to inform you that I returned from the Dis- 
trict on ihfi 8th instant ; I went to Lallgollah on the night of the 1st 
instant, in accordance with the verbal order of Mr. Beaufort ; I remained 
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there two days, and then went on to Bhogwangola, where I staid thre« 
day?, and from there proceeded to Ackrigunge from which place I re- 
turned to the Siiddcr Station at the request of Mr. Robinson. During the 
whole time I was out, everything was perfectly quiet ; in fact no com- 
plaint was made either by Planters or Ryots as to the sowing of Indigo, 
and from what inquiries I made at the time, there is evidently not the 
slightest apprehension of any such disturbance taking place as occurred 
last month within the Sub-Division of Aurungabad. 


No. 599. 

Communicated to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 


No. 1785. 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of India, 
in the Home Department. 


From F. Gouldsbitjry, Esq., Commissioner of Circuit, Rajshahye Division, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 600J, dated on the River, the 
ICtli April 1860.) 

Sir, 


In continuation of my letter No. 546, dated the 2nd ins^nt, 
I have the honor to report for the information of the Lieutenant- 
Governor, that finding on my arrival at Aurungabad on Saturday last, 
tliat Mr. Furrell and ( •aptain Pughe were at Dhoolian (about 10 miles 
higher up the river) I proceeded to the latter place, where 1 met those 
Officers, and found that all was perfectly quiet in the neighbourhoods 
Mr. Furrell informed me that some of Mr. Lyon s Ryots at Bunya^aon 
had commenced sowing their Indigo lands, but that none of those in the 
Aurungabad Concern had shown any disposition to do so ; indeed, so far 
from such being the case, a large body of them had come into Mr. 
FurrelFs Camp, a few days previously, and deposited their ploughs, of 
which I observed a heap in front of the tents! ♦Notwithstanding this 
however, no cases had been instituted under the new* Act/for breach o 
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i^ontract, which Mr. Furrell attri])uted to the fact of no cash advances 
having been made in tliat C'onccrn, in which the Planter is also the 
Zemindar. I’he Kyots .seem ftilly to understand the provisions of the 
Bill, and say that all who have taken advances Avill sow, and the rest 
will do as they 

.‘k I did not see Mr. Wood, who had gone into Rajmahal, but from 
what Mr. Furrell told me, he appears tf)hc getting on well with the inves- 
tigation of the Biinyagaon case, in wdiicli about I'lo oPlhe principal rioters 
have been appiehended. Mr. Wood’s inqturi(?s into this ease and the 
one at the Ankoora f'aetory, will no donl)t (diell tlie true causes of the 
^isallcetion among the Pyots in this quarter, who lui\c 1)een long known 
as a turbulent S(it of j)eople. Tt seems to be universally admitted that 
the o])]>ressne conduct of the (lomashla of tlie Aukoora Factory, 
Mcer Tufuzzool llooscin, wuis the ininiediaie e.xcitiug cause of the late 
disturbances, whicli would n(»1 liave rcacluMl the height they did had 
prompt and effertiud measures been taken for their suppression by the 
Magisterial Authorities at Moorsheduhad. 

4. The existing tvam^uilllty is no doubt attributable ebieny to the 
pv(‘scnce of the Military J\)lice, as wcdl as to tJie abi-ence of any cause 
of excitenuuit, but until the principals in the at luck on the Biinyagaon 
Factory ar(‘ punislu'd, and tlie allcgiMl grievance's of the Ifyots arc 
inquired into, and redrc.sscd as far as circumstaiicess will admit, I do not 
e\]>eet that tlie quietude Avill be permanent : on this account, 1 would 
not advise tlu^ \vj|hdrawud of tlu' JMlIitary .Bolice for some time to come, 
though I think the strength of the Force might without risk, bej reduced. 


From A. W. Jt^viNiminaE, Esq., ORiciathi" Magistrate of Pubna, to A. Ik Young* 
Esq., Secretary to the Governraent of liejigal, — (dated the 11th April 1 800.) 

i 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor 1o report that Mr. Deputy Magistrate 
lingham’s report of the case at Nesehindepore has just come in. The riot 
appears to have been most serious, and lie appears to have carried for- 
bearance much too fax. Two of the Police Battalion were severely w'ounded, 
their bodies not recovered, and two other persons wounded. Mr. Lingham 
also has bcen**mattreated. The dak is just leaving. I will send his report 
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as soon as it Is copied. The whole of the Detachment here, 47 ranjc 
and file, will start to-night in lisliirig boats, and ouglit to arrive in a 
day-and-a-hiilf. 

I slitill precede tlunn as lud'ore reported, and shall [nobably write to 
Furreedporc for a W'iug of the Kamruop Regiment. 


From G. L TTaihus, Fsq., Assistant ^fa^i'^^t rate in charj^e, to A. R. Young, Eso-, 
Secretary to the Government of Rengal, Fort ATjlliani,— (Ko 190 , dated Pabua, 
the I -til April IbGO.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to enclose, as instnicted by JMr. A. J, R. 
Bainbridge, a copy of tlie letter received yesterday from ilr. E. T, 
Lingham, Deputy jNfagisirale Comc'reolly. 

1 liave also to observe that Mr. A. J. R. IViinbridge, upon its receipt, 
despatched an express to Fuvreedjna-e for 200 men of the Kamroop 
Regiment to be sent at once* to the scene oi tlie allray. 


From E. F. Ltxottam, Esq., Deputy Afagisti’nie of Cojumorcony, to TI. Mus- 
PRATT, Esq., OiUciating Alagistrate of Puhna, — (daird iNos(‘]iiiideporc, lOth 
April, IhOO.) 


Sir, 

T BEG to lay the followdiig report of a serious aflray wdiich 
has this day occurred before yon. 

In obedience to your instruction containu’d in letter dated 7th 
A])ril, I proceeded at midnight of the 7Ui instant, with 24 of the 
Military Police which you directed should accompany me.. 

Owing to adverse winds, we did not reach Neschindepore until the 
evenhig of the 9th. 

On the morning of the 10th, I crossed the men (150 in numher,) and tak- 
ing their baggage with us with tlie intention of proeiMuling after tlie inves- 
tigation of the Jungnl cases to Bclualiaiia, at whicli ^dace also the Ryots 
seemed to be colleeting, I directed them to march to dungul about 4 miles 
distant- In order to avoid any a-ppearauoc of force, J h^ft the Police 
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or) their march, and took wltli me my Nazir and four Burkundauzes to 
fake evidence in the cases. On arriving within a mile of the village, 
Mr. Durand rode up to me to say the Nazir had entreated him to inti- 
inat<" that lie and his Burkundauzes had been set upon; at the same time 
directing my attention to a sjnall army of latecals which was assembled 
about half a jnile without the village on a rising ground. 1 immediately 
rode to the asscjnliled men with the intention of conferring with them, 
but as they made oil’, 1 rc(|ucsic(l Mr. Durand to assist me in coT^lring 
my Burkundauzes (we were both on horseback) and if possible to appre- 
hend with me a of the ri( iters for evidence sake. I found the huts 
full of armed men, and they were endeavouring to carry off rny Police 
Burkundauzes. 

2. Thinking that a little show of force would intimidate the rioters, 

I rode off lo bring up the Military l\)liee, who were with their baggage 
more than two mih‘s in the rear. 1 divided them and sent a party of 
10 with a Naiek to the right, another to the left, to keep outside the vil- 
lage and prevent tlu' escape of any armed men, giving them strict 
injunction not to use ininece‘-sary force. I took with mo 8 men, and went 
up to my Ihirkundauzes and nitliout violence to seize a few ringleaders 
of the riot. 

B. I tlum found a large body of above 1,200 men armed with spears, 
snords, bamlioos, and shields drawn up in a threatening attitude. They 
l)egan to attack my men, and 1, ob.s(*rving they were really determined to 
set upon them, with the utmost anxiety not to shed blood, directed the 
men to fall liack. But they were excited as the weapons of war and all 
were flying about us from all directions, I beard a shot fired. Mr. 
Durand was far from tljo village as T had re(|uestcd liim not lo accompany 
me. 1 sent for him and entreated him to prevent any firing whilst 1 got 
the men together, for altliough they were attacking the Military Police 
I was most anxious not to use force. The men losing all obedience, 
begjitn to return the spears and clods with fire. In this state it was impos- 
sible to control them ; hence liprdered an instant retreat, using, as I can- 
not too frequently impress upon you, all my power to prevent bloodshed. 
S(‘cing us falling back, the enemy (for 1 can call them by no other 
name) made a furious onset, flanking us, and throwing their spears, 
bamboos, clods, bones and everything at the men within their reach : 
wc were injured, they had completely flanked us and were drunk with 
excitement. •Stilhl begged of the men not to return their attack. 
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Jungiil affray, 1860 . 


I ejideavoured to present a front and then fall back, but the nnJn 
were : broken, they kept up an irregular fire, and would not form. 
1 endeavoured to parley with the opposite side, but they returned 
my entreaty witli a sliower of weapons. It was beyond human power 
to stop the filing, whicli was however ineficctual, and I was in front 
the whole time turning tlicir muskets in tlie air or taking the caps oS* 
the |j|)plcs just as they presented or standing before their muskets as 
they were about to fire, at the same time holding up my hand to the 
enemy as a sign of peace. We were assailed with a perfect shower of 
spears, bones, &c. The men were upon me, the Sepoys fairly retreated. 
I defended myself with a slight riding cane, and then dismounted to 
show the men 1 was determined to remain with them. On they came in 
hundreds, pelting and striking on all sides. I was knocked down two Se- 
poys also fell, and then the men fairly bolted — 
alas ! they fairly bolted : My efforts to rally 
them and bring off the wounded men were unavailing ; I tried to go up 
to one myself ; but was surrounded and ill-treated, 1 then thought to 
follow up my retreating men, but was overpowered and fell to the 
ground. One man more excited than the rest lifted his tulwar to make 
a blow at my head whilst I was dowm, but j)rovideiitla]ly (as I am told^ a 
Sepoy came up with his drawn swmrd and hedped me. 

4. After this, I have no recollection of what happened. I am informed 
that the Sepoys seeing me fall, rallied and fired ; but be all this as it may 
I am happy to state that T did not notice one man on the opposite side 
fall. Bui I am grieved to add that the two poor Sepoys were speared and 
rifled, and that two other men including a village Cliowkeedar are se- 
verely wounded. 

5. Let me entreat of you, Sir, to bear in mind my unremitting 
efforts throughout this affray to prevent the shedding of blood. I find 
however that Ramrutton and others had assembled men at Jungul as 
soon as he heard you had written for me to go to the spot. 

6. It is my belief that the powerful^emindars arc taking advantage 
of the existing Indigo disturbances, to vent their spleen on those with 
whom they have previously disputed either at Law or otherwise. 

7. Seven prisoners arc with me. 

8. I would feel obliged by your coming down to tliis quarter to 
investigate this affray. * I am just off toNarna, of the Nowbatta Concern, 
where I intend to remain with the men. I have direfited some Civil 
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R:.lice to come from Klioksa and Pangsa TJiannaa, and would merely 
mention to you, Sir, that di'pendeiice is not to lie jdaeed on these Mlli" 
tary Irregulars. We must eillier be content to permit the assemblage 
of large b{)dics of Zomiiidiirs’ latecals on the face of the country, or be 
sujtpllcd with European trooi)s to defend our persons and authority. 


From A. W Bainbish>oe, Esq., O.Ticinlin!' Magistrate of Pubna, to A. E- 
Young, Esq., Secretary tc» the Gevorijeaent of Bengal, — (dated the 13th 
April 18G<).) 


Sir, 


1 HAVE the lionoT to Inform you tliat I arrived here with 417 
Sepoys; in fast sailing’ l)i)a.ts, on tlie evening of the I2lh. 

I ionnd the villag’cs in whiifc the riot occurred, deserted, and the 
Police in possession. 

There Is no present jirobahility of further (listiirhanec. 

Tile Ryots in the iieighbourlug Concerns of Messi’s. Savi and Kenny 
are (piiet. 

One of the wounded Sopoys am] the body of a villager, said to have 
died froui a musket shot I'cccived in tlie riot, were recovered yesterday. 

Tlie Sepoy is not dangerously hurt, and the wounded Pcada will re- 
cover. 

No trace of tlie other Sepoy is forthcoming ; there is little doubt he is 
dead and liis corpse made away with. 

J have offered ^00 Tiiipccs reward for certain information of his fate. 

The case is in a fair way to be proved clearly against the principals, 
some Chowdari of Baleakundee and a Goniaslita of Piamrutton Roy, 
of Narail, but tliey are not yet in custody ; no steps were taken or evi- 
dcncc^rccordcd before my arrival. 

The riot at present appears tWiave been premeditated, and entirely 
unprovoked. I am inclined to attribute it partly to old liostility on the 
part of the principals, and partly to the present dissatisfaction regarding. 
Indigo. 

Mr. Llngham tliinks Ramrutt6n’s Amlah have special ill-feeling to- 
wards himself, for past official conduct. There is every reason to be- 
lieve that Mr. pingham’s life was saved by the Sikh Havildar. 
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I#think the results of his expedition rather owing to his mistaken re* 
luctance to allow the Sepoys to use their weapons, than to cowardice on 
their part. 

Before leaving Pubna, I sent a pressing requibition to Captain Drew 
for 200 men of the Kamroop Regiment to be marched forthwith to 
Balcakundec about 0 miles from this ; I expect them to-morrow, and pro- 
pose llBcpiiig 100 of them here until after the sowings. The only other 
places, where affairs look threatening are Belnaberry, where Mr Imbert 
reports that the Ryots arc breaking his Indigo and maltreating his ser- 
vants, and Ghazipore in the Mcerpore Concern. 

I have sent Mr. Llngham with 50 men and the Sub- Lieutenant to 
Belnaberry ; this large force Was necessary as the poor fellow has lost all 
confidence and would not go without, which it was Cbsential he should do, 
as rain fell this evening. 

I have written to Mr. Harris to go to Gliaziporc with 15 men, who are 
in Pubna, and remain tliere until after tire sowings ; both will send for 
the Ryots and explain the object of Government and the provisions of 
the Act, whicli I liavc had clearly drawn up. 

If things are settled at Belnaberry, J\Ir. Lingham will return and re- 
main in charge of the Kaniroops here until after the sowings. 

I propose remaining until the chief rioters arc in custody. 

I have sent for Kamruttun’s head servant in these parts, and wdien he 
comes shall take measures which will speedily secure the attendance of 
his Gomashta ; the others I must arrest, as I can carry force if necessary 
when I have ascertained where they arc. 

The other 100 of the Kamroops who will not be wanted will return to 
Furreedpore. 


From Major T. Ratteay, Inspecter of Military Police Battalions in Bengal* tO 
A. U. Youno, Esq , Secretary to the Governijent of Bengal, Fort William,— 
(No. 244, dated Barrackpore^ the 171h April I860.) 

Sib, 


I iiAVE the honor to forward for the information of the Lieu- 
tenant Governor, copy of letter No. 115, dated 15th instant, from Lieu- 
tenant Reeves, commanding 2nd BattaUoa Bengal Police, tdgether with 

n 
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copy of translation of report from Havildar Seeboo Khan, comman^dmg 
a Detachment in the Pubnah District, from which it appears that the 
Detachment had been compelled to retire before a mob of half-armed 
villagers, 

2 . From the 2nd para, of Lieutenant Reeves’ letter, it appears tha* 
the Detachment did not numbcr.morc than 20 men, but even this number, 
small as it was, ought never to have retired. I can scarcely belieip that 
any Magistrate would have ordered the men to run away rather than 
stand on the defence, however such is deliberately stated by the Havildar, 
but I must refrain from making any fxirthcr remarks on the subject 
until I hear something more definite. As I conclude the Magistrate has 
reported the matter to the Government, I have the honor to request that 
I be furnished with a copy of it. 


From Lieutenant G. J, Reeves, Commanding Snd Bengal Police Battalion, to 
Major T. Batteay, Inspector Military Police Battalions, Lower Provinces, — 
(No. 115, dated Ramporc BeauleaJi, ike loth April I BOO.) 


Sir, 


I HAVE the honor to forward hcrcwitli translation of a letter 
from Havildar Seebo Khan, commanding Detachment in the Pubna 
District, to Sub-Lieutenant Issurcc Sing, and sent on to me in original, 
detailing an afiair in which the Havildar and his party were apparently 
worsted by a body of rioters on the 10 th instant. 

2 . This is but an exparte statement, but should the Magistrate have 
really given the order not to stand on the defence, but run away, such 
alone is quite sufficient to have caused the disgraceful termination ; 
again the latter proceeds in charge of a small party of about 20 men, 
and instead of keeping them together, at the commencement breaks up 
his already disproportionate f orce into small parlies ; they are immediately 
surrounded and have to rejoin each other# in the midst of a tumultuous 
mob ; thus confusion must have reigned from the very beginning. 

3. It is difficult to understand how after capturing seven of the rioters, 
and being able 19 keep possession of them, the party, should still have 
been oblige<i to retire. 



( 559 ) 


Translation of an Extract of a letter from Havildar Slieebho Khan, Commanding 

* i)etaoliment 2nd Bengal Police Battalion in the Pubna District, to Sub- 
Licutenant Issuree Sing. 

Extract. — At 3 p. m, the next day we marched again and arrived In 
the evening at Neesanpore F actory where we remained all night. In the 
morning agreeably to the orders of the Magistrate accompanying ns, we 
got ready and marched to a village called “ Pecraree.’^ When we arriv- 
ed there, the Magistrate divided ns into 3 parties, sending one to the East 
of the village, another to the West, and marching in the village him- 
self with the remainder. We were almost immediately surrounded by 
about two thousand men armed with spears, bows and arrows and 
latccs they came on and wounded the Magistrate’s horse, with a 
spear that Olhccr fell off’, and the party having rejoined, by order of the 
Havildar, commenced tiring ; on this the Magistrate said, if you lire 
I will have you punished ; what could wjf then do ? 

In this way the rioters came down upon us ; the Sahib then said 
don’t fire, but runaway; wc did so, and during this time Sepoys Sen- 
tuhul of the 8th Company, and Peer JMahommed of the 7th Company, 
were wounded and fell, and were seized by the villagers ; it is not 
known if they are killed or not. When wc got outside the village, 
the Magistrate ordered us to surround the place again. 

It ds stated that the rioters were men from fifty-two villages ; one man 
was conspicuous amongst them, from which direction there was some 
firing, he and others surrounded the Saheb, and the Havildar seeing this 
ordered the men to fire; on this the Rioters ran away and we captured 
seven of them; wc then with the Sahib returned to the Factory. 

The Sahib gave us no warning of being thus employed, and we were 
taken quite unawares. 

The above occurrence took place on Tuesday the 10th, 

Reported for the information of the Commanding Officer by Seebhoo 
Khan, Havildar 2ud Bengal Police Battalion. 


This translation is given as it is in tlie urzee in, which the Havildar 
writes of himself in the third person. 
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Pyom P. Goitldsbxtbt, Esq., Commissioner of Circuit, Eajshahye Division, to tHo 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Port William#— (2io# Oil, darted 
Eajshahye the 18th April i860,) 


Sjk, 

On my return here yesterday, I found Mr. Bainbridge’s letter, 
enclosing a copy of Mr. Lingham’s report of the late disturbance at 
Jungul in the Pubna District, a copy of which has been forwarded to 
Government by my Uncovenanted Assistant. 

2. I immediately semt instructions to Lieutenant Reeves Command^ 
ing the 2 ik 1 Police Battalion, to send off the 100 men he had in readi- 
ness, and they left by water for Pubna this morning. 

3. Under the discretion vested in me by the 2nd paragraph of your 
letter No. 1251, of the 27th ultimo, I have sent off an express to 
Captain Pughc, requesting him to send over 200 men from Jungllporc 
to take the duties at this Station, so as to admit of Lieutenant Reeves 
proceeding to Pubna with the remainder of his Corps, which will give 
from 400 to 500 men for that District. 

4. I beg to annex for the Lieutenant Governor’s Information, copy 
of a further report from Mr. Lingham, which I must say shows the 
affair at Jungul to have been most sadly mismanaged. The folly of 
separating a small Detachment of 30 men into three bodies, in the face 
of a mob of 1,200 rioters, is only equalled by that of restraining the 
men from acting on the offensive after they had been attacked.. 'Had 
Mr. Lingham formed his men into a compact body^ and called upon the 
rioters to disperse on pain of being fired upon, the latter would in all 
probability have been intimidated ; it was only when they saw the 
Sepoys scattered and disorganized, that they took courage to attack 
them. The men were no doubt Jo blame for firing without orders, but 
under the circumstances, I think that there vras great excuse for them. 

5.. Mr. Bainbridgc appears to have acted with duo promptitude and 
energy in proceeding to the spot himself with all the available men of 
the Pedice Battalion. There must however he some mistake in the 
number stated in his letter, as there were only 150 of the 3rd Police 
Battalion in the Pubna District at the time. 

6. 1 would beg to suggest the expediency of Lieutenant Reeves 

being vested with the powers of a Magistrate in the Pubna District, 

has been done in the case of Captain Pughe, in Moorshedabad. 
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Prom E. E. EtNottAM, Esq , Deputy Magistrate of Cootnerrolly, to the Commil-' 
sionor of Ra^shahyo,— (dated off Nischmdpore, April 10th, 18G0.) 


Sib, 


It is my painful duty to report the follomng serious affray, 
attended with murder an# wounding, which 

JuDgal affray. Occurred this day at the village of Jungul. 

2. Jungul is alow village which has for some time been in a disturbed 
state, there have been zemindaroc disputes and Indigo disputes witli tlie 
Nischindcporc Concern, and the latter was forced to petition the Pubna 
Court for some sort of protection and investigation. 

3. A.t the direction of the Magistrate, my superior, I started on the 
7th instant, with ti small guard of Military 
Police, and on the morning of the 10th (this day) 

1 went with my Nazir and 4 Peons for the purpose of investigating the 
alleged outrages at Jungul, leaving the guard more than two miles in my 
rear in order to avoid any exhibition of force which might induce the 
people to misinterpret the object of Government in supplying such 
guards. 


Entrance to Jungnl. 


4. Near the entrance of the village, I found a large body of 
armed men drawn up, and endeavouring to seize my Nazir and Burkun- 
dauzes. I rode up to cover my peons and endeavour to apprehend a few 
of the rioters for evidence sake. 1 did seize in all six men, and leaving 
them with the Nazir outside the village at the same time requesting 
Mn Durand to remain with them, 1 myself rode quite into the village 
to explain the object of my visit, holding up my hand as a sign of 
peace. They received my advances with a sliowcr of clods and bamboos. 
On this I returned and took witli me Mr. Durand and the Nazir to aid 
in preventing the Eloters joining another body which was collected on a 
rising ground. They began attacking the Pcadas and us ; 1 thouglu if 
Wc cndcavourd to run tliey would iiumedlatcly pour out and o\er\\helia 
us, for they seemed determined to listen to no counsel. 

5. I then rode down to l)ring up the guard to inlimidatc the opposite 
side, bring off my poo])lc, and if possible to seize without much violence 
some of the loading Jiioters, 

6. I have given a full account of the events to the Magistrate of 
Pubna ; suffice It to say, Sir, that the Sepoys proved unmanageable- 
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Tiie latoeals, wlio numbered far above 1,200, sent their weapons at ua 
irom all directions, one of the peadas liad been severely wounded; I fiad 
rc((uest(jd Mr. Durand to leave me ; 1 walked iny horse up towards 
tlie men, but received tlie same salutation as before, the Sepoys then 
be<'‘an returnluoc their attack with fire. I sent for Mr. Durand and 
be^^ged him “ for <y<)d’s sake” to help in preventing the men firing; 
the men wore not rc^guhirly diseipliiicd, seeing this and that the enemy 
were resolved to iittaek us I ordered a retreat, being extremely anxious 
to prevejit the shedding of blood. Observing we were falling back 
they ejiiiK* on witli a yell, literally sliow^cring their weapons at ns, spears 
bamboos, bones, clods, liarj)oons and everything within reach. I once 
more to ])aclfy them, but was surrounded and obliged to rejoin my 
retreating men. I dismounted, and wras in front of my men the whole 
time doing all in /ny jwiver (even taking the caps off the nipples 
as they presented) to prevent firing. The men were broken; one fell 
and was instantly d('S])atchc‘d ; anollu'r and I endeavoured to rally the 
men and bring oirtlu' wounded with a rush, but they wmuld not show a 
front. I mys(‘lf tlien fell, overwhelmed with heavy blows, and just as 
one more excited tlian the rest was making a cut at my neck with 
his tulwar (whilst I was down) one or two Soldiers rescued me ; still did 
I entreat them not to fire. 

7. We managed to retreat and save the baggage, but I am grieved 
to say that two Sepoys fell into the hands of the enemy and a peada and 
village Ohowkeedar were wounded. Happy am I to add that not a 
aingh* man on the other side was seen to fall. I brought off 7 prisoners 
but lost my horse and other things. The men it appears were engaged 
to oppose me, they were the budinashes of 7 villages, and had been 
ready for several days. 

8. Permit me to add that dependence is not to be placed upon these 
Military Irregulars the men with me were lost to control ; they fairly ran 
away when one had fallen. We must cither allow the assemblage of 
armed men over the face of the country, or be supplied with Europeans, 
(who will reserve their fire until the word of command is given, and 
fall back in order,) that our persons and authority may be protected. 



( 563 ) 

Fr^m A B. Young, Esq,, Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to F. Gouuns- 
BUBY, Esq., Commissioner of Pubna, — {No. 1817, dated the ‘ilst April I860.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 
the 18th instant, reporting tlie occurrence of a serious disturbance at 
Jungul, in Tliannah Pungsa, on tlie 10th idem, when a Detachment of 
the 2nd Police Battalion in charge of Mr. Depy. IVIagistrate Lingham 
was opposed, and ultimately repiihed with tin* loss of two of tlieir 
number by a body of riotous villagers and armt'd lateeals. A copy of 
Mr. Lingham’s report of tlie occurrence has also been received from the 
Assistant in charge of the Pubna Magistrate’s Oifice. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor very much regrets the oeourvence of 
this disturbance ; the more so that the unfortunate result of it was, by 
his own showing, wholly attributable to the deplorably bad management 
of the Deputy Magistrate, IVIr. Lingham. 

3. It is gratifying to learn by the latest accounts that one of the 
Police Sepoys left upon the ground, and believed to have been killed, is 
alive and doing well. But there is no room to lio])e tlutt tlie life of the 
other, as well as the credit of the Jiarty, has not been sacrificed by i\Ir, 
Lingham’s senseless conduct. 

4. If “ a small army of lateeals amounting to 1,200 men armed with 
spears, s^vords, bamboos, and shields,’' wdio sliow^ed that tliey were 
“ determined to attack Mr. Lingham’s party,” and who actually began 
to attack them whilst the weapons of war were flying about in all direc- 
tions did not constitute a case for military action by a small party of 24 
l\Iilitary Police, it is inconceivable wdtli wliat object Mr. Lingliam could 
have taken the party with liim. In not desjiersing the armed rioters 
by the fire of the Detachment after all mikhjr measures had been found 
ineffectual, and after the rioters had actually attacked the Police,* the 
Deputy Magistrate failed in his duty to (Jovernment ; and in ordering his 
party to retreat before the assailants, he ran the greatest risk of sacri- 
ficing the lives of all his men, and of giving rise to an extensive dis- 
turbance. It*is providential that the result was not more distressing 
than it has been. 

5. Whilst the Lieutenant-Governor imputes nothing to Mr, Lingham* 
in respect of his conduct on this occasion, beyond sue!/ extreme in- 
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competence as an Olficer of Police as must for ever prevent his be^ng 
again employed in such a capacity, he feels it necessary to express his 
strong displeasure at the remarks on the behaviour of the Military 
Police, thus unworthily handled as they have been, which, notwithstand- 
ing his exposure of his own mismanagement, Mr. Lingham lias not 
hesitated to make. 

6. It appears tliat notwithstanding the feelings which the men cannot 
but have experienced under such guidance, Mr. LIngham’s life was gal- 
lantly saved by the Ilavildar of the party, after the retreat he had order- 
ed had commenced ; and the seven prisoners taken were retained by the 
men, and marched off with them. The small Detachment of twenty- 
four men had been divided into three parties, which Avere apparently at 
one time widely separated ; and the men were prevented by Mr. Ling- 
ham from defending themselves in any rational manner. The imputa- 
tions cast upon them by Mr. Lingham in the last paragraph of his report 
are entirely worthless ; and this opinion will be conveyed to Major Rat- 
tray in transmitting a copy of your letter under reply, and of Mr. Ling- 
ham's report, to that Officer. 

7. Mr. Lingham is now deprived permanently of all Police powers, 
and he will in future only be employed in the trial of petty criminal and 
revenue cases. lie may be directed to proceed at once |p the Sudder 
Station of Jehanabad, to which he was appointed on the 27th ultimo* 


No. 1849. 

Copy forwarded to the Commissioner of Patna for information and 
guidance. 


No. 1848. 

Copy of this letter and of the one to which it is a reply, forwarded 
for the information of the Inspector of Police Battalions, with reference 
to his letter No. 244, dated the 17th instant. 
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From F. Gouldsbury, Esq, Commissionor of Circuit, Eajshaliyo Division, io the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Fort William,— (No. 613, dated Baj- 
shahyc, the 19th April I860.) 

Sir, 


In continuation of my lettef No. Gil, of yesterday’s date, I 
have the honor to forward for the Lieutenant Governor’s information, 
copies of two reports received this morning from Mr. Bainbridge, the 
intelligence conveyed in which is satisfactory. 

2. Tlie rioters appear to have sufferd rather severely from the fire 
of the Military Police, one having been killed and 8 wounded. I’his is 
probably what saved the })arty from total destruction, which might have 
been the consequence of retreating l)cfore an armed infuriated mob and 
at the same time preventing the Military from using theif arms in self- 
defence. 

3. It is satisfactory to find that the Clomaslita of Baboo Ramrutton 
Roy, who appears to have heen one of the principals, is in custody, to- 
gether with a number of minor rioters. I have informed Mr. Bainbridge 
that I shall be prepared to sanction any rewards that lie may consider ad- 
visable to oiler for any of tlie parties engaged in this outrage. 

4. As the disaffection seems to be spreading among the Ryots in the 
Southern parts of the Pubna District, I would beg leave to suggest the 
expediency of two extra Deputy Magistrates with full powers (Euro- 
peans if possible^ being attached to tliat District, as a temporary arrange- 
ment for carrying out the provisions of tlie new Act. • Mr. Harris will be 
put in charge of the Commercolly Sub-Division ; one of the extra 
Deputies might be stationed in the South-east part of the District, while 
the other might be sent to Dhurrumporc, or any other place the Magis- 
trate may fix upon. 

5. I would not propose to make any alteration in the arrangements 
for sending down Lieutenant Reeves with the rest of ]|is men, on ac- 
count of the present tranquillity, as I think the Magistrate should have 
a considerable force at his command until the present excitement is over, 
I have every confidence in Mr. Bainbridge, who has shown great energy 
and activity since he took charge of the District. 


72 
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‘From L, A. Bainbbtdgtc, Fsq., Officiating Magistrate, to the Commissioner of 
Bojshahye, — (dated 14tli April 18G0.) 

SlK, 

I H.vvi^ the honor to inform you that I reached this on tlic 
•evening of the 12th, with 47 SejUl^s, in fast fishing boats. 

I found the villages in wliicH the riot occurred, deserted, and the 
Police in posseshion. 

llicrc is no present probability of further disturbance. The Ryots 
in the neigh])ourhood arc quiet. 

One of the f>ej)oys and the body of a villager said to liave been shot 
in the riot were recovered on the 12th. The Sepoy is not dangerously hurt, 
and the wounded Pcada will also recover. 

No trace can be obtained of the other Sepoy ; there is little doubt hd| 
was killed an# his eorpse made away with. 

1 have offered 200 Rupees for certain informalion ; 6 villagcrvS wounded 
with musket shots have been brought in to-day. 

The principals, the Balleakandy Chowdries and a (Joinashta of 
Rainruttoii Roy of Narail are not y<*t in eiistody, no steps having been 
takc'ii or evidence recorded before niy arrival. 

The riot appears at ])rescut to have been premeditated and entirely 
unprovoked; I am inclined to attribute it ])artly to the present disaflec- 
tioii with regard to Indigo, but more to ol<l hostility on the part of the 
principals and the lawless character of the villagers wlio appear to be 
the trained latecalsof this and the neighbouring District. 

Mr. Lingham thinks Ramruttons servants have special animosity 
against him for past official conduct. 

There is every reason to believe that the Seikh Ilavildar saved Mr. 
Lingham’s life ; I shall report him particularly. 

I am inclined to tliink this unfortunate occurrence was rather the result 
of Mr. Lin|^ham’s reluctance to allow the Sepoys to use their weapons, 
than cowardice on their part ; he showed great personal courage liimself. 

Before leading Pubna 1 wrote for 200 men from Furreedpore to be 
marched up via BalHakandy, about 6 miles from here. 

1 expect them to arrive to-day or to-morrow, and shall 100 of them 
near this spot until after the sowings, as I think the demonstration 
necessary. 

Matters are«tlire'atening at Belnabary, Mr, Imbert’s Concern, who writes 
that the Ryots are destroying his Indigo and beating his servants, also at 
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Ghazlpore In the Meerpore Concern. I am anxious about the effect ef 
thiii case in both places, and therefore sent Mr. Lingham with 50 men? 
and the Sub- Lieutenant to the former ; he will send for the Ryots and 
have tlic Notification of tlie Lieutenant Governor and the provisions of 
the Law read and clearly explained, specially pointing out the folly and 
guilt and consequences of taking the Law into their own hands pending 
His Honor’s inquiries into tlic system. 

If matters arc soon settled there he will return here and remain in 
charge of the Kamroops. 

I have writtiiu to Mr. Harris to go to Ghaziporc and do the like ; he will 
take witli him 15 Sepoys, and there arc 15 there already witli the 
Darogah. 

1 was obliged to send a large number with Mr. Lingham, because he 
Has quite lost all coufidence and refused to go without ; he has been se- 
verely maltreated and allowance must be made. 

1 shall not leave this unless (iompelled until the principals arc in 
custody, 

I liave sent for Kamrutton Roy’s head servant, and when he comes will 
take mcasuics winch I trust will secure the presence of his Goinashta 
and Ryots. 

The case is in a fair way to be proved against the ChoAvdrics also. 
I hope to arrqgt them as soon as the Police discover their whereabouts. 
1 sliall use force if necessary. 

I have sent copies of tlic new Act and the Government Notification to 
all the Thaniiahs with dirt^ctions how to explain and where to publish 
them, only where misapprehension and confusion prevail ; the Police 
will report cacli publication. 1 liavc 13 Sepoys with me. 

The other 100 of the Kamroops, if sent, will return to Furreedporc, as 
1 do not think they will be required. 

It strikes me the Police of this District are unusually bad and neg- 
lected. 

The Pimsa Darogah whom I found engaged with the case is a Ryot 
of Ramrutton’s. 

I ordered two others down here before I left ; neither have arrived, and 
one turns out to be imbecile. 

I have repeatedly sent for the Kushtea Darogah, also not yet arrived. 

The Punda Darogah, Koksha Naib Darogah and Fouzdaree Nazir arob 
engaged in arresting the defendants. 
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There are two first rate Darogahs in Burrisaul, appointed by me ; would 
it be objectionable to apply for their transfer. 

Mr. Lingharn’s Scrislitadar the only Omiali up to his work at present 
With me, also turns out to be a Kyot of Ramrutton Baboo’s. 


From A. L. Bainbicidok, Esq., Officiating Magistrate, to the Commissioner of 
Eajshaliye,— (dated 15th Aiiril 1860.) 


SiK, 


I HAVE the honor to report tliat the Gomashta of Rani* 
rutton Roy is In custody, with a number of minor Rioters, 

Two otherj^ounded men have been found ; Mr. Harris has forwarded a 
letter for Mr. Stoplienson of Hobraeole, of the 12th, to the eflcct that 
his Ryots are wavering. 1 have written to Mr. Harris to ride out at once, 
summon them togc'Alici and have the Law and intention of Government 
explained in liis presence. Before my letter could arrive he had sent 
the Deputy ]\Iagistrato to Meerpore, so that he is still in the station 
himself. 

P. S. — I have written to Mr. Lingliani to say he must remain for a 
day or two. 

Captain Drew and men from Furrccdporc were reported close at hand 
yesterday morning. I shall ride oven* to liiin this morning at Balecacondee, 


From F. Gouldsbury, Esq., Coininissioner of Circuit, Rajslmhyo Division, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — (No. 624, dated Bajshahye, the 
20 th April 1860.) 


SiK, 


In continuation of my letter No. 613, of yesterday’s date, I 
have the honor to report for the Lieutenant Governor’s information that 
a party of 80 of the Behar Irregular Cavalry, under an European Officer, 
have arrived here from Berhampore, and will proceed this evening to 
Pubna. 
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2. Mr. Baiubrldge reports all quite in the neiglibouihoud of NibcJiiuda" 
por^^, but seems apprehensive of disturbances at Mccr])ore, where, he 
states, the Ryots were going about in gangs. 

The Detaclimont of the Kaimooj) IJuttalioJi liad letumed to FuJ'- 
reedporc. 


No. 1012. 

Copy forwarded for the mforiiiatioii of the Oovenunemt of India in 
the Home Department. 

From. A. K. Younu, Esq., Si'cretary to tljc Govcrnmenl of lleiu^al, to il»e Com 
luisbioncr of UajHha]i.ye,—(Xo. lir^t;, dated the 2Jtli April J8u«).) 

Sin, 

1 AM tlirected to acknowledge the receipt of your letters Nos. 
611 and 0115, dated the IHth and 10th instant, enelosing ^opies of two 
reports from Mr. Baiiibridge of the lat(‘ disturl)arioe at Jnngiil in the 
Pubna District, and oi the state in nhicli he found tlie \illag<‘s on Ills 
arrival there. 

It is stated that there is no present probability of furfher dlstiirhanee, 
and that the Ryots in the neighbonrliood are fjuiet. JMr. Bainbridge also 
reports that the Homashta of Baboo Ramrutton Roy, wlio a])p(‘ars to 
have been one of the principals in tlic liot, is in custody, together with 
a number of minor Rioters. 

Croat credit is due to Mr. Bainbridge for the pronq)t and ein^ctivc 
action taken by hnn against the rioters. You will he so good as to con- 
vey to that gentleman the expression of tlie Lieutenant CovernoFs 
appreciation of his exertions. 

Your iccomraendatlon for posting two extra Deputy aMagistrates in 
Pubna, as a temporary arragement for carrying out the provisions of tlic 
new Act, is approved, and as soon as possible two competent Oflicors 
will be sent on tliis special duty. 

The Lieutenant Go\emor desires me to request that you will recall 
the Sowars lately plact'd at your disposal, and whom you very hastily 
and injudiciously, and not quite properly, sent back, without previous 
sanction, you will order tlic men to proceed immediately to Pubna to 
act under the orders of Mr. Bainbridge. 

Lieutenant Beeves has been vested, as recommended by you, with 
Magisterial powers, which he will exercise within the Pubna District. 


No. XX vr. 


From A. Gbotf, Esq., Commissioner of the NuJdea Division, to tlie Secretary to 
ilic Go\orumcnt of Bengal, Fort William,— (No. 36Ct., dated Alipore, the lOtU 
February IbGO ) 

SlK, 

I BKG to lay before (Tovornment tlie enclosed original corres- 
])(nidence l)etwoen IMr. J ^armour and ihh 

Fiom Mr Laiinour, dated 28tli oHic(', and at tlic same liuic to explain nfll 
Jniiuarj IHOO. . 1 ^ 

Fioiii (XmnrrtssioTKM, "No. 2()C't., reasons lor doing so. 
dated 2nd rctuiuiiy _ _ ivi i * c t* 

From Ml. Larmuur, dated 4th 2.-— Mr. 11. Mackenzie, ol JlllgCT- 

Fc)miJtr\ t8M). galcliali addr(^ss(‘d nie o]i tlie Mill Octo- 

ber last, coinplaiuln^j: of the Tnisehief ^sliicli liad bo{‘ii done in Ids Indigo 
villages by Baboo lltMiielnindei Kur\ IVrnanali to tlie l^dice, wliich is 
the snbjoet of Mr. Jaumour\s letter. In ro])ly, I nderred lilm in the first 
})lace to tlie Magistrate ol Baraset, but as tliere were among the enclo- 
sures of Mr. Mackenzi(‘'s letter (‘ortain pajnus wliieli led me to doubt the 
projiriety of the l)(‘])uty l\Iagistniti‘’s jnoceedings, 1 at the same time 
called on Mr. Ward to send me a eojiy of the instructions which Mr. 
Eden had issued to the Baboo, and other information. 

B. — Mr. Ward did not comply with this call till the 5t]i idtimo, and his 
report did not reach the offiee till after I liad rejoined it on the 19th idem. 

4. — Meanwhile the Magistrate of Nuddea had reported (20th De- 
cember) the prevalence of a rumour in the South-east part of his 
District, that Gov eminent was opposed to the cultivation of Indigo, 
and . submitted for Jlr. Reid’s sanction a proposal to issue an order 
which should have the ('fleet of counteracting it ; Mr. Reid replied, admit- 
ting that some such stop might be necessary, but requesting that it 

should not be taken till after he had visit- 
‘2001 locality, which he expected to do 

From Commissioner No. 2Ct., in a few days. 1 submit this correspon- 
(lated 3rd January 1800. , . . . i i * tt t • 

deuce in onginal for his Honor the Lieute- 


nant-Govembr’s persual. 
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5. — Oil reliiiquislilng charge of tliis ol!lc(*, Mr. Iiold put on record 
the following note which left the case for my disposal. 

“ There is a letter in tliis bundle from the Magistrate of Nuddea (No. 
315 of 20th December) wliieli requires furtlier orders, but 1 postponed 
“ passing any until J had visited the pari of the country referred to, 
“ and had received a reply to tln^ Baraset ^Magistrate’s letter about Mr. 
Mackenzie’s complaint. The latter has not yet be(*n received, although 
twice takeeded for. The opposition to the soAving of Indigo in the 
“ Southern part of tlie Mulnatli (\mccrn, in tlie villages of Foolsurra, 
“ appears to have partly originated from a (piarnd between the Factory 
“ and one of llie IJanaghat Zemindars, l)iit it is also I think ])artly owing 
to the disseminatio]) of the orders j)asse(l l)y tlie D(‘piity ]\Iagistrate ol* 
“ Kallarooah to his Darogahs. The op])ositi()ii in the Baraset District 
'•appears to he attributable to the luttcir cause only, I think the issue 
by the Deputy IMagistratc of tlu^ orders referred to was injudicious, and 
that some steps shoidd he taken to remedy the evil wlilcli has occurred ; 
but, in the issue of any couuUu’-ordcrs onMn' subject great care imist 
“be taken tliat they do not go too far iji tne opposite direction. I think 
“some such order as that suggested by Mr. Drumiriond might ])(‘ issued.” 

(5, — I immediately wrote demi-oilicially, both to Mi'. Ihdd and Mr. 
Drummond, and oil receipt of their re])lies, which I have recorded, and 
after careful consideration of Mr. Ward’s rej)ort, 1 noted as folloAvs on the 
30th ultimo : — 

“ It appears to me after reading Mr. Reid’s and Mr. Drummond’s 
demi-oflicial notes on this subject, that it is best to lot it drop. I 
agree with the former that tlie Deputy ]\Iagistrate of Baraset acted very 
“ injudiciously, and 1 do not think Mr. Fden should have handed over the 
“ Government Order, as he did, to an Officer but imperfectly acquainted 
with English. 

“ The Deputy Magistrate, I observe, says that his publication of the 
order in the Thannahswas within Mr. Eden’s cognizance.” 

7^;^. — ^Mr. Larmour’s first letter came before me on the following day, 
and so did a communication from the Joint Magistrate of Jessorc, from 

“A report has got about that I extract in the margin. 

the 'Lieutenant Governor during his heen aflirmcd then, from 

visit to Nuddea District gave out ^ , vix* 

that Indigo Planting was oppressive three different quarters, that a mislmpres- 
and Ryots were to be told that they , . . i c x i i x r xi. n 

were not in any manner bound to sion existed of tfie real purport Oi trie vxo^ 

"InShtZy'hAtt vemment orders dated *2l8t July 185S, 
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tnc<‘s or eiiteu'il into contracts, 
Indigo Planters state that Ilyots 
aie putting the most liberal con- 
Mriution on this, ami are becoming 
jxrfettly unm'inngcable, and they 
t 1 that this feeling ^^llI spread 
tiud consnminate the iiiin of their 
factories. That some such notion 
has got abioad is apparent from 
various petitions filed of late ; 
but the outbreak apiirehcndod 
has not shown itself \erv generally 
as yet.” 


No. 4510, and that this has caused an 
uneasy feeling in a part of the Iniigo 
J^lstricts. Under these circumstances, I 
consider it to be my duty to Inform the 
Ideutcnant-Governor of all that has passed 
on the subject, but I still hold to the 
opinion of my note of the 30th ultimo, 
1 do not in fact sec in w)iat way an order 


could be worded that would be merelij a corrective of the mischief 


clone l)y the Deputy JMagistrate’s injudicious Perwaimah. 

9. T have not yet received any re})ort from the Magistrate on 
the outrage on i\Ir. Campbell referred to in Mr. Larmour s last letter. 


Jpnun 1C T.L\rmottk, Esq , General Mofubsil Manager for Bengal Indigo Company, 
to the Commis&ioiier of Nuddea, — (dated Muliiatli, the 28th Januaiy 1860.) 

Sih, 


I UEGUET to be again com])clledto appeal to you for protection 
aeainst tlic acts of an Officer of (Jovermnent. 

o 

fn the mouth of Sept(unbor last, the Deputy Magistrate of Kallarooah 
issued the accompanying J^erwannah on his Police throughout the Sub- 
Division; it was made known by beat of drum at all the principal 
Bazars on market day: and the only reMl object of such a Perwannah 
wa^^ to instigate the Ryots not to sow Indigo or fulfil their contracts 
with the Factories. 

The Ryots of this Concern, however, did not immediately listen “ to 
the voice of the tempter”; they came as usual to the Factories, made 
their accounts and received their advances from the hands of my As- 
sista<|s, Messrs. Campbell and Hyde. 

Everything went on smoothly until the Deputy Magistrate came out 
on his Mofussil tour. During his stay at Goberdangah, it was reported to 
me that he had made known Hs hostile feeling towards the Planters, 
and that the Ryots would likely take advantage of such feeling, they 
did not do so. The Deputy Magistrate passed on to Gyeguttah ; he was 
there for some days ; no Ryots made any complaint; but on his arrival at 
Chunbarreah,* the Ryots of Baboo Symehuuder Pal Chowdry from 
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Dporgapore and Gycguttah Factories put in petitions to say that I wished 
to force them to sow Indigo, an order is immediately passed on these 
petitions taking for granted that I do and will oppress the Kyots ; and 
the Police are ordered out to protect and virtually to encourage the 
Ryots in not sowing Indigo although they have received their advances, 
and up to the time of the Deputy’s arrival at Chunbarreah had never 
made a complaint of any kind. Had the Ryots of Gyeguttali any cause 
of complaint they would surely haA^e made it Avhen the Magistrate was 
encamped close to their villages. Had t c Deputy known my character or 
the stale of his Sub-Division (and 1 cannot believe him ignorant of 
cither) he must have known in his heart the petitions made by the 
Ryots were utterly false, and that no lattials are ever employed by me 
to coerce Ryots ; still every encouragemeiU is given to the Ryots to act 
dishonestly, an I Burkundazes from Goburdangali Thannah are placed in 
the villages to prevent either my servants or Assistants from going near 
them, and of l^e Avhen they have done so they have been pelted by 
clods and saved from further maltrcatineig^ by the speed of their horses. 

It is only two years since Syamcliunder Pal Chowdry’s people nearly 
murdered my Assistant, Mr. Cocksliott, and every encourageineat is now 
being given to him to attack my Assistants at Gycguttah and Doorgapore. 

I can only repeat, that it pains mo to again come before you ; my 
difliculties have never been with my Ryots, but with Officers of Go- 
vernment, who have instigated the Ryots to rebel and avoid their 
engagements, and a better proof of this could not be than when Molavi 
Abdool Luteef shut up my Factory of Pcepragatchcc ; that since liis 
removal, (now six years since) I have not had any difference with the 
Ryots, nor has ever any complaint been made against me or my servants. 

It is quite impossible for me to get respectable Europeans to serve 
me or to carry on business at all in the Mofussll, unless I receive fair 
play from the hands of tlie Government. If the Officers of Government 
are permitted to go round the Districts, as has been the case of late, 
instigating people to act dishonestly and ruin the Planter, and to mal- 
treat Europeans, there is no course open, but to retire from tWe Mofussil. 

The sowing season is now coming on, and unless Government will 
be pleased to issue a notice to counteract the effects of the accompany- 
ing Purwannah, and that it is not the wish or intention of Government 
to interfere in any way with the trade of the Mofussil or allqwJitJ 
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Officers to {Ratify tlicir feeling against the European by a repetition of 
these sinister attacks, our difficulties must increase. 


From A. Gbote, Esq., Commissioner of Nuddea Division, to E. T. Laemotje, 
Esq., General Mofussil Manager for the Bengal Indigo Company, — (No.eoCt. 
dated Alliporo, 2nd February 1860.) 

Sir, 


In reply to your letter dated the 28th ultimo, in wliich you 
express a desire that (iovemment should issue a Notice to counteract the 
edeets of a Perwannah issued in September last by Deputy Magistrate 
Ilcmchimdcr Kur, 1 beg to remind yon that my locum tcnen,% Mr. 
Iieid was encamped for three days at Bongong, without receiving any, inti' 
mation from you of the njj^cessity of such a course. lie seems to liaise 
considered the opposition offered by the people to InSigo sowings in 
tlie South part of the Mulnalii Concern to lui\ e been due in a great 
measure to your quarrel with the Pal ChoAvdrees. 

2. If it is still your wdsh that I should liaiid your letter up to the 
Lieutenant (l()^ernor, you should, I think, enable me to explain at the 
same time why, when Mr. Reid had so good an opportunity of satLfying 
liimsclf whetlior mischief had or had not been done by tlie Deputy 
Magistrate’s Perwannah you omitted to move him on the subject. 


From E. T. L\KMotJR, Esq. General Mofussil Manager for the Bengal Indigo 
Company, to the Commissioner of Nuddea, — (dated the 4th February 1800. 

Sir, 


I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
dated 2nd instant, and in reply beg to state that 1 called on Mr. Reid at 
Jessorc, ai!B he informed me he had sent for a copy of the Perwannah 
issued by the Deputy Magistrate, Baboo Hemchundcr Kur, and had 
ordered the Deputy to meet with him at Bongong ; Mr* Reid acknow- 
ledges the impropriety of the Deputy’s proceedings, and said he would 
inhi$powci'to rectify the mischief; my Assistant Mr. Campbell 
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called on ]\fv. Reid at Bongong ( 1 wag absent, being obliged to vls^t 
the Patliatasur Concern in ^loorshedabad), and he also repxesented tho 
construction that had been placed by Zemindars and Ryots on the 
Perwaimali in (piestion, which was to the efiect that it was the wish 
and dchire of the (Jovernment to put a stop to Indigo Wanting through- 
out the District. 

That the issuing oF the Perwannah and the Deputy j\Iagistrate’s tone 
has caused my present difhcultles, there cannot possibly bo a doubt. The 
Ryots made their accounts, took their advances, and measured off their 
lands, marked and numbered as is customary, but during the past month 
the Ryots of Baboo vSyamchundcr Pal Chowdry in particular have 
shown a bad feeling, and I regret to inform you that my Assistant, 
l\Ir. Campbell, was yesterday surrounded by lattials near the village of 
Riissulpur ill Thannah Goberdangah ; both he and his horse were 
knocked down, and he lay on the field insensible For an hour, and has 
been very severely beaten. He lias gone to^ishnaglmr to petition the 
Magistrate, and w^ho, I am in hopes, will afford us protection and redress, 
I ha\e done all in my power to see every justice done my Ryots; I never 
have a dilliculty wutli them unless at tlie instigation of (Jovcnimcnt Officers. 
1 have induced young men of the highest respectability to join the Bengal 
Indigo Company as Assistants ; but how can I expect them to remain, or to 
carry on business at all, if they are thus to be maltreated when riding 
quietly over their cultivation. We have no means of protecting our- 
selves, and living isolated as we do, unless we have protection wo must 
leave the AIofussiL 

1 must earnestly beg you ivill lay my Petition before the Lieutenant 
Governor, 1 have never resorted to force, and never will, in getting Ryots 
to act fairly toivarcls me. I pay liberally and well, and the money is 
paid into tlic Ryots’ owm hands by my Assistants and myself, and all I 
pray for is that the people shotild not be instigated (as has been the 
case) to quarrel with me, and that such notorious characters as Syam- 
chunder Pal Chowdry should not receive any encoTiragcment to bully 
my servants and maltreat my Assistants. 

When it is borne in mind that Mulnath Concern extends over one-third 
of Kishnaghur District, and that from year’s end to year’s end there is 
never a complaint made against me or my servants, I think it will bear 
out all I have represented to you as to my fair defining towards CTery 
one, and that I do all it is possible for a man to do in seeing justice done 
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tile Ryots of the Concern. I honestly confess I cannot contend against 
the Government Officers, and I firmly believe the Lieutenant Governor 
will not sanction the acts of the Deputy Magistrate, Baboo Hem 
Chundcr Kur. 


From E. Deummond, Esq., Mapfistrate of Nuddea, to the Commissioner of Circuit 
Nuddea Division,-— (IN o. 315, dated Nuddea, the 20th December 1859.) 

SlU, 

I HAVE the honor to inform you that there is a report current 
about the South-eastern part of this District to the effect tliat Govern- 
ment is oj)posed to the culti^atkm of Indigo, and that an order to that 
purpose will shortly be issued. 

2. TJiis H^port, I believe, to have been spread in particular instances, 

by dcbigiiing persons to do their immediate iieiglibours harm, but I 
have no doubt that it origin to the occurrences in Barraset, and 

that it is rapidly spreading and will do much damage in this District, if 
not checked at once. 

3. Both to the Planters, as tlio Ryots have already uitliout any good 
cause or other assignable reason began leaguing together against one or 
tivo Factories to refuse to cultivate Indigo. 

4. And to the Ryots, as they are, so to speak, cutting their own 
tliroats, and neglecting all cultivation, and wasting tlicir money and time 
in litigation, instead of remaining quietly at liome and cultivating their 
lands. 

6. I believe it therefore to bo very desirable, for the good of both 
the Ryots and the Planters, at once to put a stop to this false impression, 
and therefore beg to annex an English proceeding with translation into 
the Vernacular, which I liave prepared, and on which I propose, with 
your sanction, to issue orders to all Darogahs within whose jurisdiction 
it may seem necessary so to do. 

6. I would beg respectfully to remind you that these groundless 
rumours spread very fast, and therefore request the favor of your 
favouring me with a reply as soon as you conveniently can. The season 
for making the Indigo advances is rapidly passing also, and therefore 
every day gained is important. 

Xon^ propose issuing these orders on the Darogahs of three or four 
of my Soutli-eastein Thannahs at present, and should therefore not have 
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troubled you iu the matter, had not the subject generally been one of 
some importance, and one requiring also delicacy of treatment. 


W ITEEEAS it has come to my notice that there is a report among the 
liyots of some villages in this District that the Government disapproves 
of, and is about to issue an order ])rolilbitlug, the cultivation of Indigo ; 
an^ whereas I have strong grounds to suspect that evil disposed persons 
arc spreading this report, to the injury of both Planters and Ryots ; it has 
therefore appeared proper to me to order the Darogahs in whose name 
this Perwannahis to be issued to proclaim within their jurisdiction notice 
to the following effect : 

That the Government has not issued, nor is it going to issue, any 
orders prohibiting the cnllivation of indigo. This is a matter that 
solely concerns the Planters and Ryots, and in which Government In no 
way concerns itself. 

At the same time the Darogahs Avill use all vigilance to detect and 
apprehend any designing persons found sj)rea(ling all such foolish and 
malicious reports, which injure both the good name of the Government 
and the welfare of its subjects, and will send them in to me without 
delay to be punished as they may deserve. 


From the Commissioner, of the Nuddea Division to the Magistrate of I^uJdea, — 
(No. 2Ct., dated 3d January 18G0.) 


Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter No. 315, dated the 20th ultimo, and to inform you in reply that 
although I am inclined to concur with you that it may he necessary to 
issue a notice of the description of that forwarded by you, with the 
view of counteracting the report which you state to be current in the 
South-eastern parts of your District, regarding the cultivation of Indigo, 
I would not wish any further steps to be taken towards issuing it until I 
have myself had an opportunity of visiting the locality referred to, which 
I hope to be able to do a few days hence, when I will communicate further 
with you on the subject. 
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2. At the same time, 1 beg to point out that the issue of that portion 
of^ youv proposed Proclamation wliich is included in the third ctause 
th(*rcof would in my opinion be not only illegal but also injudicious. 

3. It would, it appears tome, give the Olllccrs of the Police an autho- 
rity which they do not possess under the Law, that of arresting and 
sending in parties who might be found by them to be offending in the 
manner alluded to, viz.^ “ spreading foolish and malicious reports 
injurious to tlu^ good name of Government and the welfare of its subjects,” 
and an undue advantage might, not impossiWy, be taken to make 'the 
clause alluded to a handle for the oppression of innocent parties. 


Prom Lord H. XJlick-Browno, Uudor-Sccrctary to the Government of Bengal, to 
tho Commiflsioncr of 1^‘uddca,— (No. 847, dated the 8th March 1860.) 

Sin, 

J AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No 36 
Circuit, dated the lOth ultimo, subinitimg some cr)rrospon(loncc with Mr. 
Larmour, relative to the excitement at ])rc^cnt jncvailing in the Kishna- 
gluir District, wliich is said to ha\c boon occasioned^by a Perwannah to 
the Police issued by Baboo Ilcmchundcr Kur, Deputy Magistrate in 
charge of the Jvalarooah Sub-Division, and in reply to request that you 
will 1)0 so good as to submit for the Lieutenant Governor’s information a 
copy of the Perwannalr in question, as soon as possible. 


From A. Geotb, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, to the Undor-Seore- 
tary to the Govornmeut of Bengal, Fort William, -(No. 66 Ct. dated 
Allipore, tho 9lh March 1860.) ’ 

Sm, 


In reply to your letter No. 847, dated 18th instant, I beg to 
send you copy of the Perwannah in question, with a translation. 

2. I believe that his Honor the Lieutenant Governor’s order on the 
Joyramporo petition, which as 1 infomed you in my letter dated 6tli 
^nstant, No. 62Ct., I had directed the Magistrate of Nuddoa to pro- 
mulgate, will have an excellent effect in explaining to all parties what 
ho views of Government really are. I have just received a satisfactory 
assurance to this purport from Mr. Herschel, whose camp I join to!- 
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3. ^ I take this opportunity of laying before Government a Bengalee 
letter >vitli translation, which is said to ha\'b been intercepted By Mr, 
Fovlong, who handed it on to Mr. Drummond. 

It may or may not be authentic ; the moderation of its tone inclines 
me to believe it to be so. At all events agitation from some quarter is at 
work to promote petitioning on the part of the Ryots, while on the other 
hand the English Press is being worked to represent these petitioners 
as :rcady for agrarian outrages to which as yet they have shown no dis- 
position. 

4. I trust his Honor the Lieutenant-Governor may now have leisure 
to take up the subject of my letter No. 1410, dated 7tli November last. 
In the concluding para, of that letter, I hinted at the possibility of the 
Police misinterpreting the previous orders of fhily, though at that time 
1 had only Mr. Mackenzie’s assertion that tluiy liad done so in the case 
of thc.Darogah of Thannah Sarsali. Had Mr. Ward reported in reply 
to my call, before 1 left lliis Office for the Board of Revenue, 1 sliould 
probably liavc recommended to Government an authoritative cancelmcnt 
and withdrawal of his Notification, Avhich could not then have caused the 
mischief now ascribed to it. 


Darogaii, Th.£VNNa Kalla ROOAii. 

WiTiT reference to a letter dated 17th August last, from the Magis- 
trate of Baraset, forwarding an Extract from a communication from the 
Secretary to tlie Government of Bengal, to the address of the Commis- 
sioner of the Nuddea Division, No. 4516, under date the 21st July 1859, 
being to the effect that in cases of dispute about the cultivation of Indigo, 
Ryots shall retain possession of their respective lands and grow whatever 
crops they may wish thereon, and that it is incumbent on the Police to 
see that in so doing they are not molested by Indigo Planters or other 
parties ; further that Planters shall not forcibly sow Indigo on the Rjd^ts’ 
Iknds on the plea of the latter having entered into agreements with them, 
but that where such agreements have been entered into by Ryots, it is 
competent to Indigo Planters to sue them in the Civil Courts, the Cri- 
minal Courts having no jurisdiction in such cases, as the Ryots whether 
admitting or denying their engagements may advance many valid pleas 
for not cultivating Indigo , — you are required for the future to proceed 
in conformity with the above.-— 20^4 August 1859. 
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Translation of Bengalee Letter. 


We have Icamt from our Mooktcar, that the Government intend to 
deputc^some Commissioners into tlie Mofussil in order to hold local in- 
quiry, and to report whether the complaints of the Ryots against the op- 
pression on the part of Indigo Planters, as contained in the several 
petitions presented to Government, and as published in the Newspapers, 
are correct. The Planters also having been cognizant of this Deputation, 
threaten the Ryots with wrong, meaning that the Commissioners will 
come ipto the Mofussil for the purpose of making the Ryots cultivate 
Indigo. The object of this misinterpretation is to deter the Ryots from 
speaking against them, so that the Commissioners will not be able to 
hear any complaints from the Ryots, and the consequence will be that 
the complaints already preferred will be falsified, and Government will 
place no more confidence in any future petitions. 

2. The unjust orders of the former Magistrate in cases concerning 
Indigo have already made an impression on the minds of the Ryots, that 
all the Authorities arc in favor of the Planters, and the wrong interpre- 
tation put upon the intended Deputation by the latter, will in the above 
state of mind, be received by the Ryots as probable. You will there- 
fore explain to all the Ryots that although the orders of the Magistrate 
might have been unjust they need not be afraid of the threats of the 
Planters, that they may come forward in thousands to represent their 
calamities to the Commissioners ; that this is the last resource they can 
resort to, that if they remain silent the Commissioners will report that 
there is no disturbance in the. Mofussil ; that it will turn out to their 
favor if they all at a time present petitions of their complaints, and that 
those who will make no petitions will not be exempted from cultivating 
Indigo, nay they will be in the hands of the Planters for eternity, and 
will have to bear the burden of those exempted from the cultiva- 
tion as a result of their remonstrances. You will also spread such other 
threats as will induce the Ryots to combine and make petitions, for the 
Planters will gather their own people and make them say before the 
Commissioners that they are not subject to any oppression whatever, 
^and thus there will be no end to the distress of the Ryots. You will 
fu?t]S€r take • measures to circulate in Patherghatta also the above 
suggestions. 
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From A. R. Youno, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Bengalee 
Translator to Government, — (No. 931, dated the 15th March 1800.) 

SiK, 

I AM directed to forward to you herewith a copy of a Bengalee 
Perwannah, and to request tliat you will, as soon as possible, furnish 
the Lieutenant Governor with an exact and accurate translation 
thereof. 

Two versions in English of this document have been submitted to 
Government, of which copies are also herewith transmitted. These, 
you will observe, differ mateiially in the rendering of some passages. 
It is the desire of the Lieutenant Governor to ascertain the precise 
meaning of those passages in particular. 


From the Government Bengalee Translator, to A. R. Young, Esq., Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal, — (dated Serampore, 16th March I860,) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 931, dated the 15th March 18G0, enclosing copy of a Bengalee 
Perwannah, of which 1 have the lionor to forward, according to your re- 
quest, an accurate translation. The two versions of it accompanying 
your letter are also herewith returned. 

Translation, 

To the Darogah ot ihannah Kalaroaah. Take notice. — A letter from 
the' Magistrate of Baraset, dated the 17th August 1859, having been 
received, accompanied by an extract from an English letter from the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the address of the Com- 
missioner of the Nuddea Division, dated 21st July, 1859, No. 451(), 
to the following purport, that in cases of disputes relating to Indigo 
Ryots shall retain possession of their OAvn lands, and shall sow in them 
what crops they please, and the Police will be careful tliat no Indigo 
Planter nor any one else be able to interfere in the matter, and Indigo 
Planters sliall not be able forcibly to cause Indigo to be sown on the landft 
of those Ryots on the ground that the Ryots consented to the sowing, 
&c., of Indigo. If Ryots have so consented, the Indigo Planter majj^ 
bring an action against them in the Civil Court. 1 he Ctiminal iTourt 

74 
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has no concern in these matters, because notwitlistandlng such contracts^ 
or siicli consent witliheld or given, Ryots may urge unanswerable excuses 
against the sowing of Indigo. A copy of Perwannali is therefore 
issued, and you are requested in future to act accordingly . — Dated 20^A 
A}afn8t 1859. 


Prom A. li. Youn<}, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Ecngal, to the IIon’blb 
A. Jojut Magistrate of Earaset,— (No. 1193, dated the 24th March 186Q,) 


Sir, 


I AM directed to forward to you a copy of tlie correspondence 

Potter fi7)m Commission of noted OH the margin, relative to the excite- 

Nuadoti, No. 3CCr., dated the loth ... 

Pebruury lasc with its enclosures. incnt at ju’csent prevailing ill parts of the 

Nuddea Division in connection with tlie cultivation of Indigo, which is 
said to have had its origin partly in an indiscreet rerwannah issued to 
the Police, and made known by beat of drum in all the principal Bazars 
of his Sub-Division in August last by your subordinate. Baboo Horn 
Cliundcr Ivur, Deputy Magistrate of Ivalarooali; and I am to rc(| nest 
that yoti will be so good as to submit for the Lieutenant Governor’s in- 
formation an explanation of tlio circumstances of the case as soon as 
possible. 

2. The points upon which the Lieutenant Governor desires to be par- 
ticularly informed are— first, as to how, that is, in what form, the Govern- 
ment Order of the 21st of July 1859, No. 4516, was forwarded to the 
Deputy Magistrate ; and secondly, as to what portion of it was so for- 
warded. 

3. Your special attention is directed to tlie second para, of the office 
note recorded by the Commissioner of Nuddea on tlie 30th of January 
last, quoted in para. 6 of his letter. No. 36Ct., dated the lOtli ultimo, in 
whicii it is stated that the publication of the order in question in*Uie 
Tliannahs was within your cognizance. 

4. Tlie Lieutenant Governor observes that it would seem to have been 
unnecessary, and therefore improper, on your part to make your subor- 
dinates acquainted with a discussion on a question of practice between 
the Government, the Commissioner, and yourself, or with the results 
thereof, otherwise ^than in the shape of a bare order sufficient to guide 
th«t -action into conformity with the decision arrived at 
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5. Throe separate translations of the Deputy Magistrate’s Perwannali 
ar^ forwarded with this letter. One of these was submitted bv the Indiso 
Planters’ Association, another was received from the Commissioner, and 
t)ie third was obtained from the Bengalee Translator to Government in 
consequence of llie tliflferencc between the other two. The last translation, 
wbicli of course is the one to be regarded officially, places the wording of 
the Perwannali in the least objectionable form ; but it still leaves the last 
sentence open to strong objection, as being capable of the interpretation 
tffat generally, or indeed always, Kyots have unobjectionable excuses 
for not growing Lidigo although they may have contracted to do so. It 
may thus be turned into an apparent invitation to liyots universally to 
break their contracts. 

In so important and delicate an affair it would seem to have been 
especially incumbent upon you to have given directions to the Deputy 
Slagistratc so carefully worded, that he could not have fallen into this 
gross error. 

7. But the Lieutenant Governor will aw^ait your explanation before 
pronouncing an oi)inion on the case. 


From the lloii’ble A. Eden, to the Sccrotay to tlio Govcriimont of Bengal, 
(dated Fort William, the 28th March 1800.) 


Sir, 


I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the recei})! of your letter 
No, 1193, dated 24th March, forwarding a copy of correspondence 
relative to the excitement at present prevailing in parts of the Nuddea 
Division in connection with the cultivation of Indigo, which is said to 
be partly owdng to a Perw^annah issued to the Police by Baboo Hem 
Ch^der Kur, Deputy Magistrate of Kalarooali, and calling upon me 
for an explanation of the ciicumstances of the case as soon as possible. 

2. I much regret that this opportunity of furnishing an exi)]anation 
was not afforded me earlier, so that I might have obtained from Baraset 
and Kalarooah such papers as I require. I will however endeavour to give 
all the information I can from such papers as I have by me, and from 
communications that I have bad on this subject with Mr Ward, in^ 
successor, and Baboo Hem Chunder Kur. 
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% It will be remembered that, early last year, the Ryots of the 
Bengal Indigo Company applied to me for protection from the threatenfjd 
forcible dispossession of their lands by Mr, Larmour. The Factories 
of the Bengal Indigo Company in connection with which these disputes 
aro‘=5c, being situated in the Sub-Divisions of Kalarooahand Tarragooney 
I for\^ arded the petition in original to Baboo Oboy Churn Bose, then 
in charge of both Sub-Divisions, and directed him to issue orders for 
tlie protection of the complainants, provided that the lands proved to be 
undoubtedly the Ryots’ own. Mr. Larmour complained to the Commi^^- 
sioner, \Yho directed that my order should be cancelled, and that the 
protection of the Police should be withdrawn from all Ryots, who were 
alleged by the Planter to be under advances to him for the cultivation of 
Indigo. As tlie case \\i\s before the Deputy Magistrate of Tarragooney, 
I at once followed the usual course of forw^arding to him Mr. Grote’s 
letter, and directed him to carry out the Commissioner’s orders. Hav- 
ing done this, I remonstrated with Mr. Grote against the view he had 
taken, and some correspondence passed between us on the subject with 
reference to a difficulty in which the Deputy Magistrate was placed as 
regal ded another Planter, in consequence of these orders. 

4. The correspondence was forwarded by the Commissioner to 
Government, and the decision of Gevernment was communicated in your 
letter No. 4516, dated 21st July 1859. On the receipt of that letter, I, in 
the usual course of routine, forwarded a copy by endorsement to the 
Deputy Magistrate, before whom the cases in question were, and my 
order to whom had given cause for the reference to Government. The 
letter of the Commissioner liad been forwarded to the Deputy Magistrate, 
audit was absolutely necessary that he should be informed that the mode 
of practice laid down by the Commissioner was to be discontinued. It is 
always tlie custom to forward such letters to the Officers concerned, and 
I certainly do not see how the views of Government could have been 
conveyed to that Officer in a more unobjectionable manner than in ^the 
precise words of Government. The difference of opinion between the 
Commissioner and myself as to the course which the Law prescribed for 
Magistrates in Indigo disputes was well known to tbe Deputy Magistrate, 
and he hud himself taken part in the correspondence connected therewith, 
and it ap})eara to me that it was both necessary and desirable that he 
should know the grounds and reasoning upon wliich the Government 
a^tiv^r at the . conclusions detailed in that letter. I cannot think that a 
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simple order emanating from myself, to the effect that the Commissioners 
orciers were to be considered cancelled, would have been respectful to 
that Officer, aijd such a course would certainly have been unusuaL 

5. The Deputy Magistrate took no action whatever on the Govern- 
ment orders, simply recording them, as it was intended he sliould do, 
for his future guidance in Indigo cases. 

6. Shortly after tliis, when Baboo Hem Chunder Kur was trans- 
ferred fj’om Kaliguncjc to Kalarooali. he came into Baraset and wished 
n>3 to get tlie order for his transfer recalled. Baboo Ilem Chunder 
evinced great reluctance to join his appointment at Kalarooah in conse- 
quence of the difficult position in which ho would be placed as I’egarded 
the Indigo Planters, lie urged that the power and influence of the 
Bengal Indigo Company is such, that no Native Official of independent 
spirit is willing to be broiiglit into contact with them, and lie referred 
to the case of Moulvie Abdool Luteef, who was removed from the Sub- 
Division for issuing orders precisely similar to those which I had issued, 
and which led to the discussion with Mr. Grote. I assured him that if 
he administered justice in a straightforward and conscientious manner 
between man and man, ho would liave no cause to fear any influence 
that miglit be brought to bear against him, and I declined to ajiply for 
his retention at Kalligunge. lie then said that as the greater portion 
of Mr. Larmonr’s cultivation was in his Sub-Division, he tliought it only 
riglit that he should have a copy of the Government orders regardinor 
those disputes that ho miglit be guided by them in any cases that oc- 
curred. His request appeared to me to be reasonable, natural, and proper, 
and I was clearly of opinion that he was entitled to have a copy of tlie 
Government ruling on an important practical question of this kind, 
connected with his Sub-Division, and which would in all probability bo 
constantly referred to in cases pending before him. I saw no necessity 
however for letting him see the extent to wliich Mr. Grote and myself 
differed on this subject, as he had lately arrived in the District and *bad 
taken no part in the previous discussion; I therefore merely sent him 
that portion of the Government letter which related to the general 
question of Police interference in Indigo disputes. I have nothing be- 
fore me which enables me to speak authoritatively, but to the best of 
my belief the portion of the letter sent to him was from the 12th 
para, to the end of the letter, and this extract was forwarded with my, 
letter annexed hereto. 
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^7. ^our lottei* next directs my attention to the 2nd para, of the office 
note recorileii by Mr. Grote, and quoted in the 6th para, of his letter 
No. 3G, dated lOtli February. 1 cannot but express my i;^gret that Mr. 
Grote, who was in constant communication with rne in Calcutta, 
should without speaking to me on the subject have seen fit to record 
tliat the Deputy Magistrate stated that the publication of the order in 
the Tiiannahs was vvitliin Mr. Eden’s cognizance.” I most positively 
assure his Honor that I had no cognizance whatever of the publication 
of the order ; the first I hoard of it was in casual conversation with Mf. 
Groto, some months after its publication, and tlie first I saw of it was in 
the public newspapers, I think tliat it will be found that its publication did 
not take place when. I was in charge of tlio Baraset Magistracy, and 
could not therefore have been within my cognizance. From what I have 
since heard from Mr. Ward and Baboo Ilem Chunder, I aj)pre]iend that 
Mr. Grote entirely misunderstood the Deputy Magistrate ; it will I 
believe be found on inquiry that what the Deputy Magistrate said was, 
that the publication of the Perwaniuih was known to the JSIaoistrate of 
]Jara$cty\)\\t that*l)o did not know whether that Officer had approved Ills 
proceedings,” tlic Magistrate of Baraset liere alluded to being Mr. Ward 
anti not myself. From what Mr. Ward said to mo I was under the im- 
pression that he had fully explained this to Mr. Grote and to Mr. Reid. 
Tlie Deputy Magistrate’s intimation of the publication of this Pervvannali 
to the Magistrate of Baraset will doubtless be found among tlie Baraset 
records; the orders passed thereon and tho^^date of its receipt, will show 
clearly whether or no I was at that time at Burraset, In the mean time it 
would appear from Mr. Larrnours own letter of the 28th January that 
the publication of the Perwannah occurred in September last, about one 
month after 1 had left the District. 

8. Had I remained in the District, I should not have approved of any 
orders to the notice on the subject of the Government letter, for such 
orders were then unnecessary, the Indigo cultivation for that season being 
ovex*. I should have known from past expericjice that the publication of 
any such order would, in all probability, have been made use of by tlie 
Planters as a convenient excuse to which to attribute the natural unwill- 
ingness of their Ryots to sow whenever occasion might require. In 
the month of August, moreover it was not likely that the Police would 
b^ called upon to act on an emergency, and without obtaining the 
speciSr orders -of Magistrate in each case, and I issued no orders 



( 587 ) 


mysolf to the Police in the Thamialjs under niy imniodlato charirG lu 
conticction with tlie Government letter, neither did the Deputy Magis- 
trate of Taragooney. It never occurred to me that it >vas j^ossible that 
the Deputy ^Magistrate of Kalarooah should issue any general orders to 
the Police, for Sub-Divisional Oflicers are prohibited from issuing such 
orders without obtaining the previous sanction of higher authority, and 
whenever any general orders have been thought necessary, I liave always 
issued them myself to all the Tliannalis, Finally it was a case in which 
goneral orders were useless, as forcible entry is one of tluit class of cases 
which the Police cannot investigate without orders of the Magistrate, 
and I can only attribute their issue to the fact tliat Paboo Hern Chunder 
had been principally employed in the Dacoity Department, and had but 
little experience as an executive Ollicer. 

9. Having shown that I had no cognizance of the jmblication of the 
Perwamiali alluded to, I may perJinps be permitted to say a few words in 
connection with that document. I have no wisli whatever to screen 
myself behind my subordinate, and am desirous of bearing any poition 
of tlie responsibility of its issue which can justly and fairly be attributed 
to me. It is certain that the Deputy Magistrate would not Jiave issued 
the Perwannah if ho had not received a copy of the Government letter 
upon which it is founded ; the responsilnlity of furnishing him with 
that copy is clearly mine, my reasons fur having done so I liave alluded 
to above, and it is difficult for me to say more nitliout appearing to de- 
sire to throw blame upon those whose acts it is not for me to call in 
question, I may however briefly say that the influence exercised by 
the Bengal Indigo Company has long been such, tliut the subordinate 
Officers of Government in that neighbourliood have been afraid to do 
their duty, and the Police have in some cases been the instrument made 
use of by the Planters for oppressing the people. ‘Since tlic removal of 
Moulvie Abdool Luteef, no Native Official has dared to act independently, 
and few Ryots have dared to complain. It is notbeooining that I should speak 
in further detail on the subject, but I would request that Ilis Honor may 
be pleased to call for the papers connected witli the Moulvie’s case, and 
with the decision of the Judge of the 24-Perguiinalis on the ajijiea! made 
in connection with the Magistrate's proceedings in that case; bis Honor 
will then be enabled to understand, why, amongst other reasons, I thought 
it necessary to strengthen the hands of tlie Deputjr Magistrate by 
affording him the benefit of a perusal of tlie views of 'Go /eminent as to 
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the protection which it is the duty of the Police to afford to cultivators, 
more especially as these views were elicited in a case connected with^tho 
cultivators of that particular Sub-Division, I have before pointed out 
to superior authority the very difficult position in which Magisterial 
Offic^irs are placed for want of an authoritative ruling on the subjects, 
and I have shown that in this matter, the executive and judicial func- 
tions of a District OlGcer frequently clash, and that in disputes regard- 
ing Indigo it is exceedingly difficult to combine expediency with justice; 
the (loverninent order of July last was that for which I had so often 
asked for myself and subordinates. 

10. It lias always been tlie practice in Districts in which I liave been, 
and I have tlie authority of several very exiierlenccd Officers for stating 
that tlie practice generally prevails, of forwarding to the Lower Courts 
and Sub-Divisional offices all orders whether of Government, or the 
Sadder Court, laying down a particular course of action in a particular 
class of cases ; and this has been more especially the practice where such 
orders have reference to cases occurring 'within the jurisdiction of such 
subordinate Officers, I may remark that Mr. Grote is mistaken in 
saying that the communication of these orders was in^tliis case injudi- 
cious on the ground that the Deputy Magistrate lias an imperfect 
knowledge of English, for I believe that there are few Natives of this 
country who possess so accurate a knowledge of our language as tho 
Oflicer in question. 

11. It never occurred to me that there was anything in the Govern- 
ment letter, which was likely to cause mischief or to be misunderstood ; 
it appeared to mo to be a full, clear, and conclusive exposition of the Law 
as it stands, and I have for the last three years based orders upon tho 
principles therein upheld. 

12. In tho 8th para, of that letter you remark this is a most important 
practical question, and the Lieutenant Governor thinks it is strange tliat 
it has not been authoritatively determined before now, as cases of this 
sort are of daily occurrence. Fully concurring in this view, I was of 
opinion that I was acting with propriety in communicating tliis most 
important ruling to those who above all required it, and who looked to 
me for instruction and advice ; it even appears to me that I should have 
incurred grave responsibility had I kept the Government order secret. 

'^13. .In your better now under reply, the last para, of the Deputy 
Magistrate’s Perwannah is pointed out as being open to tho objection 
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that it iri c;ij>al>lo of the iiiterpretutlon, that generally or indeed always 
Kj^ots have iinohje(‘tional)Ie excuses for not growing Indigo although 
tiiey may liave contracted to do so. The wording of the Government 
letter is this, The R\()ts may confess the engagement and still Iiavo 
many iiTO'>istil)le pleas to avoid the consequence the Planter insists upon. 
Tlie wording of the Deputy Magistrate’s Perwannali is : The Ciimi- 
rial Court has no coiieern in these matters, because notwithstanding 
‘‘ such contracts or such consent withheld or given. Ryots may urge 
^^"tinanswerahle excuses against tlie sowing of Indigo.” The wording 
of my letter was Such promises can only be ]m)diiced against the 
Ryots in the Civil Court, and the Magisterial Authorities liave nothing 
to do witli them, for there must be two parties to a promise, and 
it is possible that the Ryot even whoso promises or contracts are 
admitted. may still have many irresistible pleas to avoid the consequence 
the Planter insists upon. — The consequence alluded to being the forcible 
dispossession of the Ryot by the Planter. — The question was, whether 
if the Planter asserted that the Ryot had agreed to sow Indigo such 
Ryot had a riglit, supposing him to admit tlie existence of a contract, to 
demand tlio assistance of the Magistrate wlien threatened with being 
ousted from his land. My meaning in saying tliat even when lio 
admitted his contract, ho might still urge irresistible pleas why he 
should not be summarily dealt with, and sucli pleas as the Civil Court 
alone would be qualified in adjudicating on, may be more fully under- 
stood from the following extract of a letter which I had the honor to 
address to the Commissioner gf Nuddea in June 1858 ; Another reason 
suggests itself to me why the Oriiniual Court should neither adjudicate 
summarily in questions of contracts to sow Indigo, nor compel their 
enforcement. Even supposing such contracts to be voluntary engage- 
ments, their non-fulfilment would not necessarily imply fraud. The 
Ryot might have taken the advance with the distinct intention,, of 
sowing the amount of Indigo engaged for, but if by the oppression 
‘‘ of Ins zemindars, or loss ofjjl^is cattle, or other misfortune, lie is unable 
to carry out his intention without the slightest mala jfide$/it would 
be very unfair that he should be treated as a criminal, and it would 
** become a mere question of adjudication as to what atn)unt of advance 
and wliat interest he should return. This, I appreliend, could only 
decided as a civil suit, and such objections wot/ld^in all -pro- 
bability bo raised in every case of non* fulfilment of contracts, the 

75 
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iJla^istrate’s Office would be converted into a Civil Court to adjust a 
“ question of damages/* 

14 . My object in quoting that portion of the Government letter was 
to draw the Deputy Magistrate’s attention to what aj|?peared to me to be 
the real and main objection to the refusal to afford protection to Ryots on 
the allegation of a promise. It never suggested itself to me for one 
moment that the Deputy Magistrate would take any action on the letter 
except so far as it might guide liis own judgment in cases then before 
him, or winch might arise. I have no doubt that the meaning of the 
Deputy Magistrate was precisely the same as my own ; indeed, it is not 
possible that ho can have made any mistake, for the Government letter 
gave an example of the kind of plea alluded to. It cannot be said that 
I have ever given any order likely to make the Ryots believe that they 
would receive any sanction from me in evading their existing engage- 
ments, for I have frequently advised them, when they have complained 
to me, that whatever the hardsliip involved, it was their duty to fulfil 
their engagements, and to make what objections they had to make to the 
cultivation, after so doing, as the entering into such engagements was 
quite optional, and that they were entitled to protection for any coergion 
used to make them so engage. At the same time, I have never allowed 
the Planters to enforce their contracts in any manner not autliorized by 
Law, neither have I ullow'ed 1113’ (k)mt and the Courts of m}^ subordinates 
to usurp the functions of the Civil Couit, and to receive and adjudicate 
on plaints and pleas connected with the fulfilment of contracts, 

15 . I may perhaps be allowed to make some remaiks as ^ the extent 
to which the Deputy Magistrate’s Pcrwannali cun be said to have iiifliu 
enced the Rj^ots in refusing to cultivate Indigo. This Perwannah was, 
Mr. Larmour says, issued in September, a period of the year at wliicli 
in that part of the country the Indigo business is altogether at a stand- 
still, as far as the Ryots are concerned ; the engagements for the ensuimr 
year being made in November and December. If then the impression 
caused by the Deputy Magistrate’s Perw’annah w^as that Government 
was opposed to the cultivation of Indigo, the Ryots would luive had the 
courage in November to refuse to go to the Factory, and to complain in 
the event of their having advances forced upon them, but it does not 
appear from Mr. Lannour’s letter that they did anything ; they were 
altogether unaffected by the Perwannah ; they came, he says '' as usual 
to the Factory and adjusted their accounts everything,’* he continues. 
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went on smoothly'’ until many months subsequent to its publication, 
anft in fact until certain petitions were presented to the Deputy Ma- 
gistrate wlien on 1^ cold weather tour; and even these petitions are 
not attributed to the influence of the Porwannah, but are alleged by Mr. 
Larmour to have been made at the instigation of Baboo Syam Chunder 
Pal Chowdry, a person with w honi the Bengal Indigo Company have 
for many years been at feud. Mr. Larmour’s complaint indeed is siinfdy 
this, — tliat the Dojmty Magistrate, instead of accepting Mr. Larmour’s 
cllaracter and the state of the Sub-Division as primA facie evidence 
ot the falseness of the charges, and rejecting tlie ])etitions accordingly, 
directed the Police to protect tlio Ryots if necessary. This proceeding 
appears to Mr. T-/annoiir to liave been equivalent to taking it for granted 
that he intended to oppress his Ryots, and he construes Jt into an en- 
couragement to them not to sow Indigo; but I submit that if, as he says, 
he had no intention to coerce his Ryots or to use lateeals, the Deputy 
Magistrate’s order to protect the Ryots from such lateeals could not 
j)Ossil)ly aflect him. 

16. It would further appear tliat these Ryots have opposed Mr. Larmour 
on previous occasions, two y(‘ars before tlie Perwannah was written, 
and before Baboo Ileinchunder came to the District, for he says in his 
letter of the 28th January that it is only two years since Syamclmn- 
der Pal Cliow dry’s people nearly murdered my Assistant Mr. Cock- 
sliott.” I would submit with referenee to the above that there is no more 
reason to attribute the acts of Syam Chuncler’s people on the present occa- 
sion to the Deputy Magistrates Perwannali than there was on the 
previous occasion. Mr. Larmour has for many years been at constant 
feud with the Zemindars and cultivators all around him ; and has invari- 
ably attributed, tlie natural opposition of the people to his proceedings, 
to the acts of Government Officers. One year he attributed tlic reluctance 
of his Ryots to sow to the proceedings of Moulvie Abdool Liiteef ; another 
year to an order given by myself in connection with the measurement of 
some land; the } ear follovi^lig it was attributed to a roobocaree drawn 
up in the Ilobrah case; and now tliis year it is said to be owing to tlie 
orders of Baboo Ileinchunder Kiir on the petition of certain Ryots. So 
far from its being coiTect that from year’s end to year’s end there is 
never a complaint made against him or liis servants,” I can speak from 
personal knowledge that there are few Factories againSl wjuch 8o*toa:ny 
complaints are made. That no complaints may be made in Nuddea is 
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possibles anti may be accounted for by the fact which he mentions, that the 
Bon^^al Indigo Company’s Concern extends over, one-third of the Distrfet ; 
with sucli ))ovver, ctmiphiint at a distant station impossible. 

17. It may bo that the Deputy Magistrate’s Perwannah was injudi- 
cious, but 1 do not think that it can be said to have invited the Ryots to 
break their engagements, seeing that at the time of year at wdiich it was 
published tliere were no engagements entered into. I think it is clear 
from Mr. Lartnour’s own statements that it did not have this effect ; and 
that he never supposed it would have any sucli effect ; his Factories are1n 
the immediate neighbourhood of Kalarooah, his Ryots W'ould be the first 
to be influenced, yet thej^ showed no signs of being so influenced ; they 
behaved as usual, and Mr. Larmour so far from acting as if he thought tliat 
the}^ had received encouragement to act dishonestly, gave them advances 
some five months after the publication of the Perwannah, which he surely 
would not have done had he believed the Perwannah to have the effect 
which he now attributes to it. 

18. Mr. Mackenzie, another Indigo manufacturer, complained, I un- 
derstand, that the effect of the Perwannali was that the Ryots declined his 
advances, Tliis, I submit, is scarcely consistent with the supposition that 
the Perwannah induced them to believe tliat they might take advances, 
and leave tlieir engagements unfulfilled wdth impunity. In continuation 
of tliis subject, I would point out that Mr. Forlong, anotlier manufacturer 
of the Nuddea District, attributed the indopenclent tone adopted by the 
Ryots to the Government orders in the case against Mr. White; and 
again, the Magistrate of Jessore, in the extract of his letter which you 
have forw^arded to me, says that the rumour in the Jessore District 
was with reference to some expressions w liich w^cre supposed to have 
been made use of by the Lieutenant-Governor at Nuddea. The only 
remaining evidence which tends to connect the Deputy Magistrate’s 
Perwannah wnth the un willingness of the Ryots to sow, is to be found 
in the reports of Mr. Reid and Mr. Drummond. Mr. Drummond says 
that a rumour existed at the end of December last, that an order was 

shortly to be issued” to the effect that Government was opposed to 
the cultivation of Indigo ; he does not say that any rumour existed 
that such an order had been issued ; this rumour, Mr. Drummond had 
no doubt, owed its origin to the “ occurrences” in Baraset, though what 
^thege occurrences^were is not specified. Mr, Reid thought tliat the dis- 
inclination 0 ^ the Baraset Ryots to sow was partly owing to the Deputy 
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Magistrate’s Perwannali. It should however he recollected tliat both tlil’sc 
gentlemen were quite new to the District; they helieved this disinclina- 
tion to be sudden, and were of course ignorant that Mr. Lannour had 
precisely the same ditRculty in making Ins Uyots sow every year. They 
probably did not know that at the beginning of 1858 many of Mr. 
Larmour’s Ryots positively refused to sow, and that by the Commis- 
sioner’s orders I was compelled to go out and persuade lliem to do 
so. They could not moreover have been aware that the coinhination 
©f the Ihiraset Ryots had commenced in the time of my predecessor, 
Mr. Mangles, and that complaints to Goveniinent were made against 
liim for protecting the Ryots in the same manner as they have been 
made against me, 

19. Having endeavoured to show tliat the Deputy Magistrate’s 
Perwannah has not been the cause of the Ryots’ refusal to trade in 
Indigo, 1 trust I shall be excused lor now stating what I conscientiously 
believe to be tlic i^eal cause of the oj>p(>^ition of the Ryots to the manu- 
facturers, and the rumour that Government was opposed to Indigo 
cultivation. This crisis has been long threatening, and my only sur- 
prise is tluit it has been warded off so long. j\Ir. Grote will, I Jiave no 
doubt, do me tlie-justice to admit that frequently within tlie last three 
years I liave communicated to him my a[)prehensions, that if steps 
were not taken to alleviate the condition of the Indigo cultivators 
some such manifestation of feeling would result. As long ago as June 
1858, I oflicially wrote; The question appears to render itself info 
this ; — whicli is of the most importance, that a certain quantity of a 
particular blue dye should he annually exported, or that a great 
and daily increasing, cause of discontent and rniscr}^ to the wliole 
agricultural population of Bengal should be removed ? Tliat this dis- 
content is increasing and is the constant topic of conversation amongst 
all classes of Natives, cannot be denied by those who have an o])por- 
tunity of judging of the real feelings of the Natives; I believe that 
this feeling has been very much enhanced by an i(l(\i tliat tlie Go- 
Ternment is determined to ujdiold tlie Planter against the Ryot, and I 
think that there is cause to view with considerable alarm the enactment 
of any measure wliich will encourage the belief that tlie Planter will he 
invested with more summary power.” In the same letter, I strongly re- 
commended that a Committee should be appointed to inquire into tlm 
system of Indigo cultivation. I cannot but think tliat if» niy continual 
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ru|yresentations, supported as I believe them to have been, by the opinions 
of several other District Magistrate’s had received attention at the tiny?, 
the result would have been a general inquiry which would have had the 
effect of putting the Indigo trade on a more healthy footing, and have 
obviated the extreme measures which the Ryots have now resorted to. 

20. Year by year the value of land, especially in the suburban 
District; has risen, the profit of cereals, seeds, and tobacco crops has also 
increased ; the wages of labor have been doubled ; and of course the 
necessaries of life have increased in price proportionately. The Indiga 
inanulacturer however lias ignored all these signs of the times ; his only 
argument has been that for thirty years tlie price of Indigo lias been 5 
bundles for the Rupee, and tliat any demand of the Ryots for a more 
liberal payment lias been an insolent infringement of his vested rights, 
and this insolence he has believed to be engendered by an uncalled-for 
solicitude* on the part of the Government for the welfare of the lower 
classes. The more it became for the interest of the Ryot to sow crops 
other than Indigo, the greater the force which the Planter was compelled 
to use to keep up the Indigt) cultivation. So long as there was but one 
Magistrate in each District, the power of coercion possessed by a manu- 
facturer, who was also a Zernimlur, was unlimited ; within the last few 
years, however, Sub-Divisions have been scattered over the face of tlie 
country, and every Ryot has had a Magisterial Officer within one da^’s 
journey from his liorne ; the much abused power of the Zemindar to 
enforce the attendance of his Ryots at his Cutcherry, under the protest 
of adjusting his accounts, has at the same time been withdrawn by Law ; 
and the Ryots have discovered that they are not the mere slaves of the 
Zemindar and Indigo Factor ; and the result has been inevitable, and a 
mere question of time. 

21. At the latter end of 1858, two gentlemen connected with the 
Indigo trade called upon me to ask me to induce the Ryots of certain 
Pergannahs to take advances from them for the cultivation of Indigo. 
I declined, and pointed out to them that an appeal to the self-interest of 
tlie cultivators was the only course open to them. That same day they 
complained of me to Mr. Halliday, the Lieutenant-Governor, for encou- 
raging the cultivators to combine against the Factories. The result, as 
his Honor is aware, was an interview at which certain persons represent- 
ing the Indigo interests and myself were brought face to face. Mr, 
Ilallidav recordedf\hat I had been asked to do that** which I could not he 
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reasonably expcctoJ to do ; a coni}>roinise was snix^csted^ and I was direc^- 
ed^o use my influence with the Ryots to induce them to go to the 
Factory to adjust their old accounts. I was to instruct them fully wliat 
their rights were as regarded the cultivation of Indigo, and I was to 
depute one of my Ministerial Officers to accompany the Ryots to the 
Factory to see that no attempt was made to force them into signing new 
contracts, tlie owner of the Factories signing an ngrcemciit that no such 
force should be usetl. I demurred to this, being well aware that the 
effect of authoritatively explaining their rights to the Ryots would be 
that they would at once decline all furtlier connection with tlie culti- 
vation of Indigo, and that the Factories would gradually be closed 
and that I should then be blamed, as the first explanation would have 
emanated from me. Mr. Ilalliday overruled my objections, stating that 
as this course had been agreed to by the representatives of the parties 
interested, I could not he blamed if the result of the course reed to 
resulted in a manner unfavorable to themselves. I sent for the Ryots, 
and explained to them their freedom to enter into such engagements, or 
not, as they saw fit; and the result was that the factories in Baruset 
were at once closed as I had anticipated. My explanation to the Ryots I 
liad taken the precaution to put in writing, and tliis was complained of to 
Government, and my proceedings were a])j)roved in your letter No. 3066, 
dated 13th May 1859. 

22. Tlie Baraset Factories are situated on tlie road from Nuddea and 
Jessore to Calcutta ; Ryots from those districts could see tlie Baraset cul- 
tivjators in the undisturbed enjoyment of their own lands, ami comum- 
nications doubtless passed between them, wliicli led to formal applica* 
tioiis from various sources for copies of the orders in the Hobrali case. 
I took tlie precaution before giving these copies of obtaining tlie sanc- 
tion of the Commissioner of the Division. These are the orders which 
have in my opinion given rise to the rumour that Government was 
opposed to the cultivation of Indigo. These orders declared tliat' the 
entering into contracts for Indigo cultivation was optional, and the 
whole Indigo system being one of force, it is not difiicult to understand 
how a prohibition against force could be interpreted into an intention 
to discourage the cultivation of Indigo. As Ryots were not to he com- 
pelled to sow Indigo, and as they know well that no Ryots sowed unless 
under compulsion, their natural deduction was that Government was* 
opposed, not to the cultivation of Indigo as a volunta^ crop, but to the 
cultivation of Indigo under its present system. I sincerely believe that 
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tlifj is tlie cause of tlio rumour and tlie manner in which my name lias 
been mixed ni> in it. 

23. I have thought it only right to all tliose concerned thus to com- 
mnni'*atci to Government the manner in which I believe tlie present 
complicaition to have arisen, and I now submit this explanation of rny 
conduct and views to the consideration of Government, with the full 
assurance, that whatever results the public may see fit to attribute to 
my acts, the Government will be satisfied that I have acted consistently 
and justly throughout; and that I have been influenced solely by the 
most conscientious desire to fulfil my duty as a Magistrate to the people 
of the District under my charge. I would respectfully urge that rny 
impartiality is borne out by the fact that no decision or judgment which 
I have ever given in Indigo disputes has been reversed in appealf which 
would assuredly have been the case had my proceedings been actuated 
by that Bias which has been so frequently and * unfairly attributed to 
me. .If in my endeavours to afford to the Ryots of Baraset that pro- 
tection from violence wliich it was their legal right to demand, I have 
in any way injuriously affected the interests of tliose engaged in the 
manufacture of Indigo ; such result must be attributed to the fact 
that the system under which that manufacture is at present conducted is 
opposed to the principles of fair dealing and justice, and not, I would 
submit, to any unwarrantable prejudice which I have imbibed in favor 
of one class of Her Majesty’s subjects as against another. 


From llio II(>n’j3LE A. Koen, Magistrate of Baraset, to Baboo TTEMcnuNUER TCrii, 
Deputy Magistrate, Xalarooali Sub-Divieon. 


Sill, 

As tlie cultivation of Indigo is carried on to a considerable extent 
in your Sub-Division, I beg to forward for 3^111* information and guidance 
extracts from a letter No, 4516, dated 21st July 1859, from the Secre- 
tary to the Governmant of Bengal to the Commissioner of the Niiddea 
Division. 

You will perceive that tlie course laid down for the Police in Indigo 
disputes', is to protect the Ryot in the possession of his lands, on wdiich 
he is at liberty to sow any crop he likes, without any interference on the 
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part of the Planter or any one else. The Planter is not at liberty, 
iiftder the pretext of the iiyots having promised to sow Indigo for 
him, to enter forcibly upon the land of the Ryot. Such promises can 
only be produced against the Ryot in the Civil Court, and the Magisterial 
Authorities have iiothin<j to do with them, for there must be two parties 
to a promise; and it is possible that the Ryots, whose promises or 
contracts are admitted, may still have many irresistible pleas to avoid 
the consequence the Planter insists upon. 


Criming Appeal No. 137 of 1854, agaimt a decision of Alexander Hope^ 
Esq.y Joint Magistrate of Baraset, 


Proceeding of J. S, IWrens, Esquire^ Sessions Judge of the 2'i’-Pergunnahs, 
under date the 21th of June 1854. 


Gour Moll un Dhur, 
Muddoosoodun Ghose, 
Duruj Miindle, 

Hussein Gagil, 

Suuder Gagil, 

Shurufdi Handle, 

Nubin Duffadar, 

Joidi Sirdar, 

Buckshoo Gagi, 

Choto Soonder Mundle, 
Kassynath Dass, 
Jerapdi Mundle, 
Rostum Duffadar, 
Jahed Gagil, 

Pritram Dass, 

versus 


1 


Former Defendants, 
I Petitioners. 


Putoo Khalasie, on the 
part of Mr. Larmour, • 
of Patragatchee. 




Former Plaintiff, 2n(J 
Party. 

76 
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ClIAUGK. 

By riotous assemLlage and use of violence, destroying a crop of 
Indigo raised on land previously engaged for by the Plaiiitifi’^s master, 
and sowing thereon a crop of Paddy. 

The records of the Petitioners’ appeal and the original case in the 
Criminal Court having been read and heard in the presence of Moonshees 
Kristomohiin Gose and Shuddha Shi Biswas, pleaders on the part of 
the Petitioners, and Boidonath Bose, Mooktear for the 2nd party, the 
following facts became apparent to the court. 

That the Joint Magistrate had, by his order of the 20tli May 1854, 
sentenced the Defendants Gour and Mudhoo to six months’ imprisonment 
each, with labour coinmutable to a fine of 30 llupccs each, finding them 
to have been the principal movers of the affray in question, and me rest 
of the Defendants to four months’ imprisonment each, and each to pay a 
line of 15 Rupees witliiu a week in lieu of labor, or in default to labor, 
and ordered that at the time of release, on tlie expiry of the term of sen- 
tence, recognizances under Act V. of 1848 be taken for one year from 
the Defendants Gour and Mudhoo, in the sum of Rupees 200 each, and 
Rupees 50 each from the other Defendants. 

That against this order of the Joint Magistrate the Petitioners had 
preferred tliis a[)peal, and that at the time of hearing the case, the Mook- 
tear oil the part of tlie 2nd party having been asked as to whom the 
lands mentioned in the case by his client belonged, that party admitted 
them in his answer to belong to the Ryots, Defendants. It then appeared 
to the Sessions Judge, that the Joint Magistrate’s order sentencing the 
prisoners docs not show wliat specific cliarge or count was estahlislied 
against each of them. Ids proceeding simply showing that the Defendants 
lia\ iiij^ icccivcd an advance liom the managers or owners of the Indigo 
Pactory, hud destroyed the Indigo crop of the Plaintiff’s master by caus- 
ing ij, riotus assemblage and by resorting to violence ; but this charge did 
not appear to the Sessions Judge to have been brought home to the De- 
fendants by the evidence of tlie witnesses for the prosecution ; as wit-, 
nesses Buktar Khalashi, Addut Khalashi, Burkiit Oollah Kfcilashi and 
Cliamoo Gagil, stated on oath that the Defendants had threatened to 
attack the Plaintiff’s master, and had surrounded him on all sides while on 
the spot ; but Mr. Lannour declared that the Ryots, Defendants, fled away 
when ho repaired to the place ; hence the testimony of the aforenamed 
four >\itnesses, who were also found to have been employed in the Factory 
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was considered to be unworthy of confidence. Secondly, it further appear- 
ed from the deposition of the PlaintilFs ]\Iooktear and the records of tho 
case^ tliat tlio land on which the alleged damage was caused, belonged to 
the Ryots, Defendants, and thoiighit appeared from thedepositions of Messrs. 
Larmour and Goodelp and tlie abovciiamcd four witnesses tliat tlie Ryots 
of that village had taken advances from the Indigo Factory, still none 
of the witnesses could say which of the Defendants liad taken tho 
a<lvaiice, and willingly cultivated Indigo for the Saheb, and subse- 
([iiently destroyed the crop, wdiilo from the testimony of the afore- 
said Ruktar and 3 others, it appeared that being servants to the Factory, 
th(‘y had themselves gone to cultivate tlie remaining portion of the lands, 
lienee from their depositions it could be inferred tliat tlie land on which 
Indigo was sowni had been cultivated by the Factory servants, and that 
nothing hacl been adduced to show that the Ryots Defendants, had wil- 
lingly received an advance and cultivati;d Indigo on the land. 

It was furtlier remarked, as the opinion of the Sessions Judge, that a 
contract entered into by a person for sowing a particular crop on his 
land can under no Law" take the land from his control or possession, and 
tliat default to carry out the terms of a contract can only make the de- 
faulter liable to be sued in tlie Civil Court. Under the above circum- 
stances, tlie Joint Magistrates order of the 2()th May 1851 was set aside, 
and the Defendants were ordered to be rclcas(*d, and tlie amount of tho 
fine imposed upon them in lieu of labor, if realized, w^as directed to be re- 
funded to them, and that a copy of this proceeding was to bo sent with 
tlie original records of the case to the Joint Magistrate for carrying tlie 
above order into eflect. 


The following were the grounds of Appeal urged hg the Defendants against 
the Decision of the Joint Magistrate. 

1. That the action had been instituted by j\[r. Larmour, tliroiigli his 
servant Putoo Khalasi, to compel the Defendants to enter into an engage- 
ment with liim for tlie cultivation of Indigo, but Ids allegations not 
having bewi in any w^ay established, tlie Deputy Magistrate before wdiorn 
the case was originally instituted, considered it unnecessary to summon 
the Defendants; but Mr.* Larmour having potitiorietl the Commissioner 
of the Nuddea Division, complaining against the indidcrcncc exhibited 
by the Deputy Magistrate to try the case, that Autl\^rity requested the 
Joint Magistrate to take up the case himself wlicn the* latter Officer 
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repaired to Kalarooab, and getting the case transferred to bis file from 
that of the Deputy Magistrate, proceeded to the spot to liold a local 
inquiry, which he completed without taking the depositions of ahy 
person residing in the neighbourhood, but relying upon the evidence 
given by four Klialasees, servants of the Factory, living at a distance, and 
considering a different piece of shali land shown by a Khalasee, upon 
which u ere found four or five Indigo plants, to be identical witli that 
belonging to the Defendants, and lading some stress upon popular 
report, be considered the Plaintiff’s statements to have been satisfactorily 
established, and upon that conviction passed a severe sentence upon the 
Defendants, imprisoning them to long terms, and imposing upon them 
other severe penalties. Defendants then deny having received any 
advance for the cultivation of Indigo, for had they done so, their kubooleut 
could have been filed. They further stated that the witnesses, residents 
of the neighbouring villages, examined by them in support of their de- 
fence, corroborated their pleas of non-receipt of advance, their non-culti- 
vation of Indigo for the Saheb and their doing notliing subsequently to 
damage the crop. Hence they contended that the Joint Magistrate was 
wrong in passing the above sentence upon tliem. 

2. Defendants then point out tliat the Plaintiff, in his petition of the 
11th Bysack, complained of the Defendants Gour Dhur and Mudho- 
soodun Ghose having in collusion with the other Defendants destroyed 
the Indigo plants; but in his deposition on the 11th and 12th idem, lie 
made a different statement, that is, he charged the Defendants Gour and 
Mudlicoof having ordered the other Defendants to commit the above 
damage, while sitting on the road running to the north of Jaidee Gazi's 
house; but there being no road on the north of Jaidee Gazi’s house, and 
the Plaintiff’s allegations in his petition and examination being opposed 
to each other, the action preferred by him should have been considered 
unfounded. It further appeared, the Defendants state, from the Plain- 
tiff’s^ deposition, that on the 11th and 12th Bysaek, he himself came to 
sow the remaining quantity of Indigo, but witness Buktar stated that he 
had come to the place of occurrence to cultivate Indigo, accompanied by 
Burkut, Purodi and Adur, and that the defendants on receipt of an 
order from Gour Dhur and others threatened to attack the Saheb, and 
that Gour Dhur was not present there, but wns passing to and fro wdth 
Muddoosooden near the house of Thurapdi and Jerapudi, and witness 
‘Adat stated that Gour and Muddhoo were the parties who gave the 
order, while witness Burkut Khalasee declared that in company with 
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Buktar be had gone to SOW Indigo, and on the 11th Bjsack saw Gj)ur 
and Miiddhoo give the order, while standing on the South of Shiu*npdis^ 
liouse, and on tlie 12th, while standing near tho liouse of Ilernnit. 
Defendants tlien state tliat none of the witnesses could mention the area 
and boundaries of the land in (]uestion ; and that they stated that they never 
knew tlie Defendants, but having lived at the ])lace for 8 or 10 da 3 ’^s, 
they could identify them. Under the above circumstances, Defendants 
point out that the deposition of the PlaintilT and tliat of Ids witnesses 
being opposed to each otlier, the unfounded nature of the PlaintilPs com- 
plaint had become apparent; henco the order passed upon tho Defendants 
was unjust. 

3, The allegation of the Plaintiff charging tho Defendants Gour and 
Mudhoo of having sown upon their land a crop of Paddy" in removal of 
one of Indigo, which liad been at first cultivated, would, the Defendants 
contend, appear to be opposed to probability ; for had the Defendants 
really received an advance and cultivated Indigo on their land, tiny 
could not have been so much devoid of common sense as to destroy it 
to the prejudice of their own interests ; and the Defendants Gour and 
Miidoosooduii state that not liaving any connection with tlio Defendants, 
their collusion with them could never prevail upon the latter to commit 
an act entailing sucli a loss upon them. 

4. The Joint Magistrate was wrong in considering tho PlaintiflV 
allegations to have been established from tho result of the local investi- 
gation conducted by Judubiudoo Biswas, as from the depositions taken 
by tliis OfScer of Dhiinunjoy Mokerjea, tlie Factory* Gornashta, and 
Ilungoo Mollah, Arneeii, it appeared that the Ryots had destroyed the 
Indigo in collusion witli one Kullce Kisore Roy of Bag Achra, but 
that there was no proof in support of this alh'gation ; further in the peti- 
tion presented by tho Plaintiff before the Deputy Magistrate, the fact of 
there being a collusion with the above Roy was mentioned ; and in the 
petition presented by Mr. Larrnoiir himself no mention was made oS tho 
names of the Defendants Gour and Muddhoo ; lienee they contend they 
could not have been considered guilty of any offence from any subse- 
quent statements made by the Plaintiff and his witnesses in contradiction 
to each other, much less punished as tho principal offenders. They 
therefore point out that on a reference being made by the Sessions Court 
to the above-mentioned petitions and depositions, the illegality of tho 
Joint Magistrate’s order will become apparent. 
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5 . Two plots of Ilico land diflfercnt from that in dispute, on which 
however were found five or six Indigo plants, were shown to the Joint 
Magistrate in the Defendant’s absence, as the land from which the Indigo 
crop was alleged to have been removed, and the Joint Magistrate with- 
out examining the residents of the spot, from whom the real facts could 
have been learnt, relied upon the statements of the Plaintiff and the 
Aineen Bnkoo, wlio was an enemy to the Defendants ; and considering 
the Ityid belonging to other persons, upon which however some Indigo 
seeds liad unconsciously been sown with a Paddy crop, to be identical 
with the land in dispute, the Joint Magistrate passed the above order 
upon the Defendants, the illegality of which would become apparent on 
the above circuinstiinces being taken into consideration with the records 
of the case. 

The Defendants therefore pray that tlic Joint Magistrate’s order may 
be set aside, and themselves absolved from all liability. 


Pj’om A. E. Youno, Esq., Secretary to the Goverinueiit of Bengal, io the 
AsiihiiV Eden,— (No. 1550, dated the 7th April 1800.) 


Sir, 


I AM directed to acknowledge tlie receipt of your letter dated 
the 28tli ultimo, submitting the exjdanation called for in my letter No. 

1 1 03, dated the 24th idem; and in reply to communicate to you tlie 
following observations of the Lieutenant Governor on the subject. 

2. It appears tliat on receiving through tlie Commissioner of Nuddea 
the Government Orders of the 21st of July last, passed upon tlie 
general question of Police interference in cases of disputes connected 
with the cultivation of Indigo, which had been under discussion between 
youiself and the Commissioner, and which had been referred for the 
decision of Government, you forwarded a copy of those orders to Baboo 
Obhoy Churn Bliose, the Sub-Divisional Olilcer of Tarragooney, and 
for the moment of Kalarooah also, the two Sub-Divisions in which the 
cases had occurred, which gave immediate occasion to the reference 
to Government. Baboo Obhoy Churn Bose took no action on these 
.orders, simply recording them, as it was intended he should do, for liis 
future guidance in Indigo cases. And it has not been alleged that any 
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ill consequences arose from your communication to Baboo Oblioy Churn 
lioae, 

3. It is freely admitted that you did no more than your duty, in 
explaining fully to your subordinate Police OHicer the ])rinciple by which 
lie was in future to be guiih^d, aceonling to the (leci^>ion of Government 
in cases sncii as those to whif-li the deci^ion of Government a}q)lied, and 
with resj)eet to which, })reviously, the practice had been various, 
uncertain, iiiul often contrary to Law. 

4. But, as a point of form, it cannot be admitted that, in sending 
do^Yn to a siiboidinate Oilicer the argued decision ot Government upon 
a general qiK'stion, w Inch had been closely discussed between yourself 
and your owm immediate oOlcial supeiior, you did what was regular or 
usual in such cases, or necessary for the attainment of the <)l)j<*ct in 
•\iew. The Sub-Ui\ isional OlHcer had had no part in the discussion 
between the Coinmlssiouer of tlie Di^i^ion and yourself, at h^ast so far 

itlcid b<‘(‘n laderred for the de^cision of Government, and he therefore 
had no more concern witii the arguments than any other Sub-Divisional 
Oilicer in Bengal. 

6 , It ajipears further, that on Baboo Ilem Chunder Kur being 
a\)pointed to the Kalarooali Sub-Division he also aj)])lied for a copv of 
the decision of Government for his guidaiiee; and that though you 
saw no necessity ibr letting the Sub-Divisional Oilicer sec how far the 
Commissioner and yourself had dillVred, you siipjilied him with an 
extract from tiiat decision, being “ that portion of the Governme'nt 

letter which i elated to the general question of Police interference in 

Indigo disputes.’' 

6. This was not the regular manner of proceeding. The orders of 
Government in (jiuestion were not wiitten with a view to their being 
treated in tlie manner of a Rule published for the general guidance of 
all Olliccrs in charge of the Police. 

7. The regular and safer course would have been to have prepared 
very carelully a Vernacular pajier, containing practical directions in 
accordance with the orders on the particular reference that had been 
made to Government; and to have sent it to the Native Deputy 
Magistrate, who then could not have made any mistake in conveying 
his own orders to the Thannadars, as occasion demanded, wdiich is all 

' that it concerned liim to do. 

8. In regard to the publication of the Purw'annah iss icd by Baboo 
Hem Chunder Kur your answer is conclusive. You had given over 
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charge of tlie District of Baraset to your successor before the Perwainuih 
ill question was issued, and it is clear that you liad no concern whatev^er 
in Its publication, and that you are in no way responsible for it wliether 
in respect to its wording or in any other respect This is the only 
material i)art of the charges that have been made against you, and the 
Lieutanant-Governor has iiiucli pleasure in finding it to be wholly 
without foundation, 

9. In the minor matter of the point of form above noticed, the 
Lieutenant Governor imputes no blame to you ; and on the whole 
he is tlioruugidy satisfied with your explanation. 


Prom A. K. Vounu, Esq,, Secretary to the Goverjuiient of Bengal, to llic CommiB- 
sioncr ofNuddea,— (No. 1560, dated tlio 7th April 1860. 


Sir, 


With reference to 3 mur letters of the 10th February and 9tli 
uhimo. Nos. 36Ct. and 6()Ct. respectively, I am directed to forward for 
your information a co})y of the explanation furnished by Mr. Eden in 
the matter of the Ferwaiinah to which that correspondence relates, and 
of the observations of the Lieutenant Governor thereon. 

It remains to be considei'ed whether the Deputy Magistrate, Baboo 
Ilem Chunder Kiir, is to blame for tlie publication of that Perwannah 
in the manner described by Mr. Larmour, if such publication actually 
took place. 

1 am directed therefore to request that you will call upon Baboo Hem 
Chunder Kur, Deputy Magistrate of Kalarooah, to submit to Government, 
through you, a full explanation of the circumstances connected with 
the publication of the Perwannah, which was issued by him in 
August 1859 to the Police of his Sub-Division, You will be so good as 
to direct his especial attention to the faultiness of the wording, as is appa- 
rent from the version of the Perwannah obtained from the Government 
Bengalee Translator, a copy of which is herewith forwarded. 






